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Foreword by Professor Liz Kelly  
This is an important and welcome resource on what we 
currently know globally about economic abuse in the 
context of intimate partner violence. It does confirm that 
much of the knowledge base is from the global north – 
with just under half of the materials identified from the 
US, UK and Australia. But, excitingly, this report provides 
access to studies from Asia, Africa and the Middle East 
that many may not have previously been aware of: a 
treasure trove of a resource for academics, students, 
policy-makers and practitioners alike.

The debate on naming and defining 
economic abuse is well documented. 
Whilst the concept itself translates, and our 
knowledge of how it is enacted in varying 
contexts is somewhat expanded, much 
more is needed to ensure that current 
definitions are capturing who is doing 
what to whom. Many of the established 
measurement scales are based on global 
north framings and this is surely an area 
in which more development is needed. As 
with the development of prevalence data 
on intimate partner violence, variations in 
prevalence rates are currently as much 
to do with methods as differences in the 
extent of economic abuse. As research 
grows in the global south, and as our 
forms of measurement are more accurate 
(and, where possible, consistent), we may 
be able to say more about whether and 
where economic abuse is more common. 

The data on policy is also useful, showing 
that economic abuse has been addressed 
in a number of legal systems, but lags 
behind reforms on intimate partner 
violence more generally. The study also 
alerts us to the ways in which economic 
abuse is connected to attempts post-
separation to maintain control over 
an ex-partner and the ways in which 
perpetrators use institutions and systems 
as a means to curtail victim-survivors’ 
space for action.    

The section on industry responses offers a 
useful summary of how financial services 
have addressed the issue – primarily 
through assisting those who have been 
abused. We are yet to see interventions 
that target perpetrators or proactively 
interrupt financial abuse: both key 
challenges for the future. 

The gaps in knowledge that this report 
highlights offer the possibility of setting an 
agenda to fill them over the next decade. 

Professor Liz Kelly
Director – Child and Woman Abuse Studies 
Unit, London Metropolitan University 
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Introduction

This review aims to establish a 
picture of what is known globally 
about economic abuse within  
the context of intimate partner 
violence (IPV).

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive
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Whilst economic abuse has previously 
been understood as a form of emotional 
or psychological abuse, recent research 
has demonstrated that this it is a 
distinct form of abuse, with unique 
behaviours and consequences. This 
review has found a wealth of evidence 
that economic abuse rarely occurs 
in isolation and usually takes place 
within a context of coercive control. 
It therefore requires distinct forms of 
measurement and understanding in 
order to fully capture and recognise 
victim-survivors’ experiences. 
That economic abuse is distinct is 
underlined by the United Nations’ 
statement on indicators of violence. This 
statement highlights the importance 
of conceptualising economic abuse 
separately from emotional abuse or 
controlling behaviours.1

There has been a recent increase in interest in 
economic abuse. However, compared to other 
forms of domestic abuse and violence against 
women, relatively little is known about economic 
abuse.  For example, one literature review on 
economic abuse identified only 46 peer-reviewed 
articles involving quantitative research with a partial 
or full focus on economic abuse, which the authors 
state is ‘considerably small in comparison to the 
number of articles that would likely be identified 
in a global review focused on physical or sexual 
violence’.2 

Given this recent growth of interest around 
economic abuse in the context of intimate partner 
violence, the time is right to bring together a range 
of evidence to establish what is currently known 
globally about economic abuse. This will establish 
an understanding that can inform future research 
and responses. 

This research therefore aims to establish a picture 
of what economic abuse in the context of intimate 
partner violence looks like around the world, 
including: 
• what evidence there is on the prevalence of 

economic abuse
• how it may be experienced by victim-survivors
• policy and industry responses. 
• The research also aims to establish what is not yet 

known about economic abuse and where there 
are gaps in the global knowledge. 

 
The main research questions are therefore:
• What is known about the prevalence of economic 

abuse globally?  
• What is known about the nature of economic 

abuse globally? 
• What do policy responses to economic abuse 

look like at an international, national and regional 
level? 

• What industry-based responses are there to 
economic abuse, and what does best practice in 
these areas look like? This would include financial 
services (such as banks, mortgage providers, 
money and debt advice, and creditors) and utility 
providers.  

These questions were answered using a 
comprehensive desk-based literature review. For 
more information on this, see the methodology 
chapter. 
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Naming economic abuse
The sources included in the literature review 
used a range of terms to refer to the behaviours 
experienced, including economic abuse or violence, 
financial abuse and, to a much smaller degree, 
patrimonial violence. Some of the included sources 
did not identify the economically or financially 
abusive behaviours as a distinct form of abuse, 
whilst some used multiple terms (for example, 
both financial and economic abuse) or other terms 
(such as neglect, or referring to behaviours such 
as destruction of property, dowry-related abuse, 
taking of wages or interference with employment). 
Of the 864 sources included, just under two-
thirds (64%) used ‘economic’ (eg economic abuse, 
violence, control, coercion, aggression, or neglect), 
whilst a quarter used the term ‘financial’ (again in 
conjunction with words such as abuse or control). A 
further 3% used both terms, whilst 7% used neither 
term and a very small number (1%) used the term 
‘patrimonial’. Whilst this is not a perfect measure, 
it does highlight a lack of consistency surrounding 
terminology when discussing abusive behaviours 
involving money and economic resources. 

A range of definitions of economic abuse were used 
throughout the documents included in the literature 
review. In a review of academic literature measuring 
economic abuse, it was noted that of 46 articles, 
only 20 included a clear definition of economic 
or financial abuse, with the concept of economic 
control receiving the most attention in definitions.3 

One of the common definitions used was that 
proposed by Adams et al. in their article outlining 
the Scale of Economic Abuse (the full range of 
scales and measures of economic abuse found 
in the review are discussed in more detail in the 
prevalence chapter).4 This defines economic abuse 
as ‘behaviours that control a woman’s ability to 
acquire, use, and maintain economic resources’.5 
In this work, Adams et al. devised the scale of 
economic abuse (SEA), which used measures 
of economic control and exploitation.6They later 
revised the scale to involve measures of economic 
restriction and exploitation, creating the SEA2.7 This 
is explored further in the chapter around prevalence 
of economic abuse.

Postmus and colleagues further refined the SEA, 
creating the SEA-12. This categorises behaviours 
by the concepts of economic control, economic 
exploitation and employment sabotage.8 When 
outlining this scale, the authors describe economic 
abuse behaviours as those which ‘may include 
hindering economic self-sufficiency and damaging 
her economic self-efficacy’.9 The measures 
associated with the SEA-12 were also found in 
research in this review.

For research which did not use a Scale of Economic 
Abuse (either the original, SEA2 or SEA-12), a range 
of definitions or examples of behaviours were used. 
Common themes across the definitions of economic 
or financial abuse found in this review included: 
• Controlling, manipulating or depriving a victim-

survivor of access to or use of money, assets, 
property, goods or other economic resources, 
including individual and shared resources

• Exploiting a victim-survivor’s resources, such as 
through incurring debt in their name

• Depriving a victim-survivor of the ability to make 
decisions around economic resources

• Forcing a victim-survivor to become economically 
dependent on the perpetrator, or preventing or 
undermining a victim-survivor from being self-
sufficient and financially independent

• Preventing a victim-survivor from working or 
studying, limiting their current and future earning 
potential

• Control over economic resources being used to 
increase isolation or vulnerability
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Terminology used
Throughout this report, ‘economic abuse’ will be 
used, unless quoting from a source which uses 
another term, such as ‘financial abuse’. Whilst these 
two terms have often been used interchangeably, 
they are, in fact, different.10 For example, Sharp-
Jeffs argues that financial abuse refers to control 
over money and finances, whilst economic abuse 
involves control over not only money and finances, 
but wider economic resources (such as employment 
or welfare benefits, housing or transport) more 
broadly. She therefore states that financial abuse is 
a ‘feature of’ economic abuse.11 12 We have therefore 
used ’economic abuse’ in this research in order to 
fully capture the range of abusive behaviours a 
perpetrator may use. However, some of the research 
included in this review identified that victim-
survivors did not always identify the behaviour they 
experienced as abuse. Some victim-survivors saw 
it as gendered financial management,13 or were 
more likely to recognise the term ’financial abuse’ 
than ’economic abuse’. A study with migrant women 
found they responded more to the term ‘financial 
mismanagement’.14 This is an area worthy of further 
exploration. 

The term ‘victim-survivor’ will also be used, again 
unless quoting directly from a source which used 
a different term. The language used to refer to 
those who experience intimate partner violence 
has long been debated and there is no widespread 
agreement. It has been argued that both ‘victim’ 
and ‘survivor’ have negatives (for example, 
imposing a dichotomy between the state of being 
either a victim or a survivor).15 However, whilst it is 
imperfect, it is hoped that the term ‘victim-survivor’ 
recognises the range of experiences that people 
may have, and that there is not a sole experience of 
being a ‘victim’ or a ‘survivor’. 

When referring to those who carry out economic 
abuse, the term ‘perpetrator’ or ‘abuser’ will be 
the preferred terms, unless quoting directly from a 
source which uses other language.

Structure of the report
The following chapter will explain the methods used 
for the research. The findings will then be explored 
via the research questions. The first findings chapter 
looks at the prevalence of economic abuse, followed 
by the chapter exploring the nature of economic 
abuse. Policy responses at an international, national 
and regional level are explored, followed by 
responses in industry to economic abuse. 
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Methodology
 
The research utilised a 
comprehensive desk-based 
literature review in order to 
answer the research questions and 
establish what is known globally 
about the prevalence, nature and 
responses to economic abuse in 
the context of intimate partner 
violence. 
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Desk-based literature review
Whilst there have previously been a small number 
of literature reviews on economic abuse, these 
have been limited to academic sources, such as 
journal articles. The unique contribution of this 
research is therefore to include a wider range of 
sources, including non-academic sources and both 
quantitative and qualitative research.

Search terms
A range of search terms were therefore developed. 
This was informed by using the stated research 
questions, as well as the research team’s existing 
knowledge on economic abuse. In order to ensure 
the search terms were as inclusive as possible, the 
research team shared them with a range of experts 
on economic abuse and made changes to the terms 
based on their feedback. 

This led to the following phrases being used in 
various combinations of search terms:
• Economic or financial 
• Abuse or violence
• Control, restrict, sabotage, exploit
• Domestic or family, violence, coercive control, 

intimate partner abuse or violence
• Coerced debt, credit or loan
• Employment, work, income, pay, earnings, wages 

or funds 
• Dowry, bride price, matrimonial or family assets or 

wealth
• Insurance, bank, industry, utility, bills
• Policy, law, statute, legal response, crime, 

criminalise
• Global, international, regional, state, territory

Based on learning developed during the search and 
analysis of the literature, an additional search was 
performed using the term ‘patrimonial’ alongside 
some of the other phrases listed above. Thisenabled 
more research from Southern and Latin America to 
be included in the review. Searching was conducted 
up until the end of March 2022, so any evidence 
published after this time is not included.16 

Databases searched
The research made use of a range of databases in 
order to capture as much information as possible.  
Those used by Postmus and colleagues17 formed 
a starting list which the team added to based on 
access via university institutions. The team therefore 
searched the following databases using the terms 
above:
• Google and Google Scholar 
• Web of Science 
• ScienceDirect 
• Scopus 
• ProQuest
• EBSCO – APA Psyc
• PsycINFO 
• PubMed
• Sociological Abstracts
• CORE.ac.uk
• EconLit 
• PAIS Index
• ResearchGate 
• OAIster
• British Library catalogue

Whilst a number of these were searched 
individually, institutional library access through 
London Metropolitan University and the University 
of Durham enabled the team to search multiple 
databases concurrently. Surviving Economic Abuse 
also reached out to a number of contacts and 
networks, outlining the research and requesting that 
any relevant information be shared.
Using the categories shared in the UN Women’s 
Global Database on Violence Against Women, 
we established global regions.18 However, it is 
important to recognise that this is an imperfect way 
of grouping countries, and there will be a huge 
range of cultures and infrastructures (including 
legal systems) across countries assigned to be in 
the same region. This is not therefore an official 
endorsement of the boundaries and names.
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Coding and analysis 
We imported documents into the qualitative analysis 
software Nvivo and developed a coding structure 
based on the research questions. This was added 
to as documents were coded, allowing for a coding 
process which was both informed by the research 
questions but also inductive in nature. We coded 
behaviours of economic abuse based on the sub-
scales of economic abuse in the SEA2 (economic 
restriction and exploitation) and SEA-12 (economic 
control, employment sabotage and economic 
exploitation). The final sample of evidence included 
864 documents including, but not limited to: journal 
articles, dissertations and theses, research reports 
and briefings, policy submissions and online news 
articles or blogs. After the report was drafted, we 
identified gaps in the findings and sought further 
information to fill these gaps of knowledge or add 
important context where needed. Similarly, other 
work that members of the research team and team 
at Surviving Economic Abuse were aware of but had 
not been identified in the search was also added.

Research limitations
As with any research project, there are limitations. 
The study has, for the most part, been undertaken 
in English. The search terms used for the literature 
review were developed in English, and the searches 
conducted in English. Whilst a small number of 
documents in other languages were included in the 
literature review (having been translated), these 
were only able to be included if they either came 
up during one of the searches or were shared by a 
contact. This therefore limits the reach of the review 
to literature mostly published in English. Similarly, the 
research was also only able to include documents 
that were either found during the search or shared 
by contacts, meaning some work is inevitably not 
included. 

The research also focused solely on economic abuse 
within the context of intimate partner violence. 
Given the distinct nature of intimate partner abuse 
and coercive control in this context, this was an 
intentional decision made in order to contain and 
maintain the scope of the research. However, where 
research made reference to abusers other than an 
intimate partner alongside abuse from an intimate 

partner (for example, parents-in-law), this was 
included in order to fully capture the range of how 
economic abuse might occur in this context. 

As well as this, the majority of the research included 
in this review focused on women as victim-survivors 
of economic and domestic abuse. Given the vast 
evidence of the gendered nature of domestic abuse, 
this is not surprising. Whilst efforts were made 
to include evidence about the experiences and 
impact of economic abuse experienced by men 
and transgender people, there is a need for further 
research on these populations in order to fully 
understand the prevalence and nature of economic 
abuse. Similarly, most of the evidence relates 
to women in heterosexual relationships. Further 
research is therefore needed on the experiences of 
LGBT+ people, as well as those from across a range 
of identities, including (but by no means limited to) 
race and ethnicity and disability. 

Similarly, some countries were more represented in 
the evidence base than others. Just under a quarter 
(23%) of the evidence came from the United States, 
14% from Australia, and 11% from the UK, meaning 
that just under half (48%) of the evidence came from 
these three countries alone. Regionally, the spread 
was more even, with 16% of the evidence from Africa, 
19% from Asia, 15% from Australasia, and 16% from 
Europe. However, 30% came from North America 
(mostly the United States) and there was a lack of 
evidence from Southern and Central America, with 
only 2% of the evidence originating from this region. 
It cannot be known if this was due to the limitations 
of the research outlined above or a lack of published 
evidence on economic abuse from this region, 
though it is likely a combination of the two factors. 

It should be noted that as some research 
(approximately 7%) spanned multiple countries or 
multiples continents, these figures are approximate 
but are included to serve as an indicator of the 
spread of the evidence found. However, whilst the 
evidence base around industry responses was 
heavily rooted in the US, Australia and UK, data on 
the prevalence of economic abuse was much more 
global, with significant amounts of data found from 
all over the world (for the full collection of data 
on the global prevalence of economic abuse, see 
Annex 1). 



12

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

Global prevalence  
of economic abuse

This chapter will explore what 
is known globally about the 
prevalence of economic abuse in 
intimate partner relationships. The 
chapter begins by summarising 
measures of economic abuse that 
were found across the review, 
then is broken down by regions, 
then countries. Following this, a 
summary of what is known about 
the prevalence of economic abuse 
amongst different demographics is 
given. 
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Measures of economic abuse
Whilst most of the research found in this study 
did not use scales developed specifically for 
measuring economic abuse, there were three 
scales, all developed by academics in the US, which 
were used a number of times across a number of 
countries. A number of other scales, which were 
less commonly used or less specifically designed 
for economic abuse, were also found. Scales 
measuring economic abuse are significant as they 
allow researchers to understand a range of abusive 
behaviours in both the general population and 
with victim-survivors, which can then be explored 
further, or allow for further analysis by different 
population. They can also be used for statistical 
purposes, including seeing if there is a statistically 
significant relationship. Scales of economic abuse 
have also been used in an advocacy setting to 
screen victim-survivors of intimate partner violence 
for experiences of economic abuse. For example, 
in the UK, Surviving Economic Abuse piloted use of 
the Scale of Economic Abuse in a domestic abuse 
service and money and debt advice service, finding 
an extremely high prevalence rate (95%)19. Scales 
can therefore also be used outside of research 
settings in order to demonstrate how prevalent 
economic abuse can be, and the subsequent need 
for action to respond to it.

It should be noted that all but one of the scales 
specifically designed for measuring economic 
abuse within an intimate partner relationship 
were developed in the US, with one developed 
in Bangladesh. This therefore has significant 
implications for their use in other countries and 
regions, and not all of the items will be relevant 
to all victim-survivors globally. It is therefore 
important that scales are either adapted for use 
in different contexts, or developed specifically for 
different countries (for example, the 12-item Scale of 
Economic Abuse has been validated and adapted 
for use in China)20. This recognises the full range of 
economically abusive behaviours relevant for that 
context.

The Scale of Economic Abuse was the first measure 
developed specifically for economic abuse, and 
included 28 items, with sub-scales of economic 
control and economic exploitation:21

Economic control:
1. Steal the car keys or take the car so you couldn’t 

go look for a job or go to a job interview
2. Do things to keep you from going to your job
3. Beat you up if you said you needed to go to work
4. Threaten you to make you leave work
5. Demand that you quit your job 
6. Do things to keep you from having money of 

your own
7. Take your paycheck, financial aid check, tax 

refund check, disability payment, or other 
support payments from you

8. Decide how you could spend money rather than 
letting you spend it how you saw fit

9. Demand to know how money was spent
10. Demand that you give him receipts and/or 

change when you spent money
11. Keep you from having the money you needed to 

buy food, clothes, or other necessities
12. Hide money so that you could not find it
13. Keep you from having access to your bank 

accounts
14. Keep financial information from you
15. Make important financial decisions without 

talking with you about it first
16. Make you ask him for money
17. Threaten you or beat you up for paying the bills 

or buying things that were needed
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Economic exploitation:
18. Take money from your purse, wallet, or bank 

account without your permission and/or 
knowledge

19. Force you to give him money or let him use your 
checkbook, ATM card, or credit card

20. Steal your property
21. Pay bills late or not pay bills that were in your 

name or in both of your names
22. Build up debt under your name by doing things 

like use your credit card or run up the phone bill
23. Refuse to get a job so you had to support your 

family alone
24. Gamble with your money or your shared money
25. Have you ask your family or friends for money 

but not let you pay them back
26. Convince you to lend him money but not pay it 

back
27. Pawn your property or your shared property
28. Spend the money you needed for rent or other 

bills

This was then revised by Adams and colleagues, 
creating the SEA2, which included 14 items, with 
subscales of economic restriction and economic 
exploitation:22

Economic restriction:  
1. Decide how you could spend money rather than 

letting you spend it how you saw fit
2. Make you ask him or her for money
3. Keep financial information from you
4. Keep you from having the money you needed to 

buy food, clothing, or other necessities 
5. Hide money so that you could not find it
6. Demand that you give him/her receipts or 

change when you spent money 
7. Keep you from having a job or going to work

Economic exploitation:
8. Spend his/her money however he/she wanted 

while your money went to pay for necessities
9. Make you use your money to buy him/her things 

or pay his/her bills when you didn’t want to
10. Steal your property
11. Put bills in your name, leaving you to pay them
12. Force or pressure you to give him/her your 

savings or other assets 
13. Make you take out a loan or buy something on 

credit when you didn’t want to
14. Take out a loan or buy something on credit in 

your name without your permission

Postmus and colleagues meanwhile created the 
Revised Scale of Economic Abuse (the SEA-12), 
which included 12 items, with subscales of economic 
control, economic exploitation and employment 
sabotage:23

Economic control
1. Make you ask him for money 
2. Demand to know how money was spent
3. Demand that you give him receipts and/or 

change when you spend money
4. Keep financial information from you
5. Make important financial decisions without 

talking to you first

Employment sabotage:
6. Threaten you to make you leave work 
7. Demand that you quit your job
8. Beat you up if you said you needed to go to work
9. Do things to keep you from going to your job

Economic exploitation:
10. Spend the money you need for rent or other bills
11. Pay bills late or not pay bills that were in your 

name or both of your names
12. Build up debt under your name by doing things 

like use your credit card or run up the phone bill
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In addition to these, the Scale of Economic Coercion 
was also developed by Yount and colleagues during 
research in rural Bangladesh, which included 40 
items around if a husband or partner had ever:24

1. Disallowed you to go to your work, school, or 
training, or do any home-based income earning 
activity?

2. Told you that you could work outside the home 
only if you kept up with the housework?

3. Told you that you could earn income only if you 
worked from home?

4. Been wary that you might meet other men when 
you leave the house for work, school, or training?

5. Told you that you could never keep a job?
6. Influenced you to give up or to refuse to take a 

job for money because he did not want you to 
take that job?

7. Threatened to hurt you or your children, or 
threatened to throw you out or abandon you if 
you worked?

8. Threatened to withhold money or gifts from you 
or your children if you worked?

9. Told you that women shouldn’t work outside the 
home?

10. Told you that women who work outside the 
home are bad mothers?

11. Told you that you should not work because his 
parents said your working was wrong?

12. Refused to allow you to continue any education 
or training after marriage?

13. Not allowed you equal access to the family 
money?

14. Hidden money so that you could not find it?
15. Kept you from opening or accessing your savings 

or bank account?
16. Kept information on household finances and 

assets from you?
17. Made you fear the consequences if you asked 

him for money?
18. Demanded to know how your own money was 

spent?
19. Made you ask him for money for special 

purchases, such as cosmetics, sari/dresses, or 
special food for guests?

20. Refused to give you money to buy food, clothes, 
or other necessities, even when he had the 
money?

21. Blown through/spoiled money despite 
household needs?

22. Made you feel obliged to give him money?
23. Decided how you should spend money rather 

than letting you spend it how you saw fit?
24. Made you afraid of the consequences if you 

spent money without his permission?
25. Made important financial decisions without 

talking with you about them first?
26. Threatened you or beaten you up for buying 

things that were needed?
27. Taken your money from you without your 

permission or knowledge?
28. Told you or acted as if it was “his money, his 

house, etc.”?
29. Beaten you or threatened to beat you if your 

family did not give money which he wanted from 
them?

30. Beaten you up if you challenged his financial 
decisions?

31. Forbidden you from becoming a microcredit 
member, group savings member, or opening a 
bank account?

32. Demanded that you quit your job, schooling, or 
training?

33. Picked fights when you needed to leave for work, 
study, or training?

34. Pressured you into earning money when you did 
not want to?

35. Destroyed or taken something that belonged to 
you?

36. Refused to work without any proper reason, 
which meant you had to support your family by 
other means?

37. Had you ask your family or someone else for 
money but not let you pay them back?

38. Convinced you to lend him money but not pay it 
back?

39. Pawned or sold your own or your shared 
belongings or property without your knowledge 
or consent?

40. Not given you money so that you had to take out 
loans to cover household expenses?
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The Domestic Violence-Related Financial Issues 
Scale has also been developed, which aimed to 
establish the impact of abuse on victim-survivors’ 
finances. Factors therefore included: 
• financial self-efficacy
• financial security and future safety
• perceived financial role in partner abuse
• economic abuse and financial distress 
• relationship decisions. 

The 5-item subscale for economic abuse included: 
• credit card debt has played a role in my previous 

experiences of partner violence
• my partner prevented me from having access to 

money
• my partner negatively affected my credit rating
• my partner negatively affected my credit card 

debt
• my partner prevented me from obtaining 

necessary skills or education to obtain adequate 
employment.25

The Checklist of Controlling Behaviors also contains 
a 7-item subscale which captures economically 
abusive behaviours, which includes: 
• not allowing equal access to family money
• telling or acting as if it was ‘his money, his house, 

his car etc’
• threatening to withhold money
• making someone ask for money for basic 

necessities
• using fear of not having access to money to control 

behaviour
• trying to keep someone dependent on him for 

money.26

• making someone account for the money they 
spent.

By region
This section of the research will explore what is 
known about the prevalence of economic abuse on 
a regional and country level. The following narrative 
summarises what is known by regions and countries. 
For tables outlining the full evidence found by region 
and nation, see Annex 1. 

Globally, a significant amount of evidence was 
found around the prevalence of economic abuse, 
though, as has been noted elsewhere, this is likely 
to be far less than the amount generated for other 
forms of abuse.27 Evidence was found worldwide, 
though less was found from Southern and Central 
America than from other regions. It is not known 
if this is due to less evidence from this area or 
weaknesses of the review (such as the search terms 
used or language barriers), or a combination of 
these factors.

Research was undertaken across a range of settings 
and contexts, though the findings were affected 
greatly by the questions participants were asked. 
For example, when fewer questions (sometimes 
including only one question) on economic or 
financial abuse were asked, prevalence rates were 
lower. However, where research involved multiple 
questions, or utilised measures of economic abuse, 
rates in both the general population and among 
victim-survivors were found to be higher. This 
demonstrates the importance of using questions 
which recognise a fuller range of economically 
abusive behaviours. Failing to do so masks the true 
prevalence of economic abuse. However, a large 
portion of the evidence found regarding prevalence 
did not indicate how participants were asked about 
their experiences, beyond stating economic or 
financial abuse. Where information on questions 
used was provided, a number of common themes 
were found, including if a perpetrator: 
• prevented the victim-survivor from working or 

earning an income
• denied money needed for household essentials or 

for raising children
• took earnings or possessions
• prevented a victim-survivor knowing about and 

being involved in decisions around finances.
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In some regions, particularly Asia and, to a lesser 
extent, Africa, research was often undertaken 
in health settings, such as in health services for 
pregnant women or primary health centres. 
Research with victim-survivors in some countries, 
particularly the US and UK, was regularly with those 
who were accessing domestic abuse services, and 
it is not known if and how this impacts prevalence 
rates. A small number of studies across Africa and 
Asia also looked at self-reported perpetration rates 
and this research was exclusively conducted with 
men, asking if they had engaged in a range of 
economically abusive behaviours.

Some studies used multiple questions or gave 
multiple examples to assess the prevalence of 
economic abuse by an intimate partner. In these 
studies, and where participants answered yes to at 
least one form of abuse, the lifetime prevalence in 
samples consisting specifically of victim-survivors 
was found to range between 11.33% (in a study 
including participants in both Australia and the UK)28 
and 100% (in the US)29. In studies where the sample 
was not specifically victim-survivors, it was found 
to be between 4.5% (in New Zealand)30 and 62.6% 
(among women in rural Bangladesh)31. Where only 
one question was used (or further detail was not 
provided), lifetime prevalence was between 5.2% 
(in Brazil)32 and 91.1% (in Kenya)33 among victim-
survivors, and 1.8% (in the US)34 and 87% (among 
pregnant women in Nepal)35 in wider samples. 

Future research on the prevalence of economic 
abuse must therefore prioritise using questions 
which recognise the broad range of economically 
abusive behaviours that perpetrators can use, and 
with representative samples that are sufficiently 
sized. Research also needs to explore the 
prevalence of economic abuse across a range of 
populations and communities, particularly those 
who are minoritised. 

Africa
Across the region of Africa, data on the prevalence 
of economic abuse was found in Algeria, Botswana, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Liberia, Malawi, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, 
Tunisia, Uganda, and Zimbabwe. Details of the 
questions used to assess economic abuse were 
often not shared, or simply stated as ‘financial or 
economic abuse’. Sometimes a single question was 
used (such as asking if the participant had control 
over their salary), whilst some studies included 
multiple questions. Commonly used questions 
asked about if an abuser had refused money for 
household or children’s costs, had taken their money 
against their will, and prevented them from working 
or earning an income. 

Most studies regarding prevalence in Africa were 
conducted with women, either specifically as 
victim-survivors of intimate partner abuse, or more 
generally. Looking at all of the measures used, in 
the general population, the prevalence of women 
experiencing economic abuse was found to be 
between 2.5% (among women in Ghana who said 
their partner did not provide for economic needs)36 
and 92.8% (amongst women in Kenya who reported 
not being included on family property deeds).37 
Amongst victim-survivors, the prevalence rate was 
found to be between 0.8% (victim-survivors in South 
Africa who reported their partner also supported 
a mistress)38 and 91.1% (victim-survivors in Kenya 
who reported financial control and deprivation)39, 
though as can be seen, there was a huge amount 
of variation depending on the questions asked. 
A smaller amount of research also looked at 
perpetration rates, and this was always with men 
as the perpetrator of economic abuse. Lifetime 
perpetration rates ranged from 13%40 to 23.2%.41
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Egypt
In Egypt, prevalence of economic abuse was 
measured among women, with rates recorded 
between 12.2% (women who reported their partner 
stayed away from home for long periods of time 
without providing money)42 and 43%.43  A multi-
country study found a lifetime prevalence of four 
measures of economic abuse in Egypt to be 26.5% 
amongst women who experienced one of the 
measures, and 21.1% amongst men who perpetrated 
one of the measures.44

Ghana
There were a range of prevalence studies relating 
to economic abuse in Ghana. This included a 
national government survey, which found a past 
year prevalence of 12.8% for women and 7.7% for 
men,45 although it did not distinguish between family 
members and intimate partners as perpetrators. 
The prevalence of economic abuse in Ghana was 
found to be between 2.5% (women who reported 
their partner did not provide for their economic 
needs)46 and 52.1%.47

Kenya
There were a number of studies exploring the 
prevalence of economic abuse in Kenya, though 
often these studies did not include how participants 
were asked if they had experienced economic or 
financial abuse. The exception to this was work 
by Sang and Sang,48 which included a range of 
measures, though this did not provide an overall 
prevalence rate. The prevalence of economic 
abuse found in Kenya ranged from 6% (women 
who reported their partner kept property ownership 
secret)49 to over 90%.50

Malawi
Whilst there was only one study in Malawi, this was 
detailed in findings around measures and analysis 
by demographic information. The study found an 
overall prevalence rate of 28% for women, ranging 
from 2.7% to 8.1% for each measure used.51 The 
research also explored the prevalence of economic 
abuse by a range of demographic factors for 
victim-survivors, and some information on the 
perpetrator was also included.
 

The survey outlined above also found that 73% 
of the most serious incidents of economic abuse 
happened at home. Twenty one per cent were at 
the perpetrator’s home, 4% were in a public place 
and 2% were at a relative’s home. Just under 80% 
were alone with the perpetrator at the time of the 
most serious incident of economic abuse Just over 
eighteen per cent of economic abuse incidents 
occurred when the perpetrator was believed to be 
under the influence of alcohol, 2% whilst under the 
influence of drugs and 1.1% when they were under 
the influence of both, suggesting that 78.8% of 
incidents occurred with no drug or alcohol influence. 
With regards to the duration of the economic abuse, 
the research found that 37.6% of participants said 
it occurred once, 22% said it occurred two to five 
times, and 39.3% said it was ongoing. Only 16.1% 
thought the abuse was a crime. Forty eight per cent 
said they had never reported it, followed by 43.1% 
reporting it immediately and 8.8% reporting it some 
time later. Just over 1 in 5 women reported the abuse 
first occurring when they were less than 20 years 
old. Forty six per cent said it first occurred when they 
were 20 to 29 years old, 22% when they were 30 to 
39 years old, 8% when they were 40 to 49 years old, 
and 3% when they were 50 or over.52

Nigeria
There were a number of pieces of work which 
explored the prevalence rate of economic abuse 
found from Nigeria. Whilst there were differences 
in the measures used in each study, prevalence of 
victim-survivors was found to be between 5.8% (in 
the last 12 months),53 and 79.4% (relating to women 
farmers being prevented from carrying out working 
activities).54

In addition to exploring rates of experiences of 
economic abuse among victim-survivors, one study 
in Nigeria also looked at the rates of perpetration of 
economic abuse by married men, finding an overall 
perpetration rate of almost one-quarter.55
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South Africa
There were a number of studies across a range 
of settings in South Africa which included the 
prevalence of economic abuse. There were a range 
of measures used, though some studies did use the 
same measures across different settings. Lifetime 
prevalence was found to be between 13.7%56 and 
62%,57 depending on the population, and prevalence 
in the last year was found to be between 9%58 and 
43.7%,59 depending on the population.

Tanzania
A small number of studies found a prevalence rate 
of economic abuse in Tanzania. One study explored 
men’s self-reported perpetration and women’s 
victimisation rates of economic violence, finding 
a lower level of recognition of perpetration of 
economic abuse compared to victimisation.60  Two 
studies found a lifetime prevalence rate of around 
45% for women in Tanzania.61 62 Similarly, a multi-
country study found that 42.5% of women reported 
ever experiencing economic violence, and 14.9% of 
men reported perpetrating it.63

Uganda
There was limited evidence from Uganda regarding 
the prevalence of economic abuse. One study 
demonstrated a prevalence rate calculated from an 
intervention that also took place in Kenya, but there 
was no explanation included of what economic 
abuse meant here.64 In addition, research with 
people receiving family counselling (therefore 
potentially implying a higher level of abuse within 
the sample), found a prevalence of between 40% 
and 60% using two measures.65 A multi-country 
study found a lifetime experience rate among 
women of 50.1% and perpetration rate of 41.8% 
among men.66

Zimbabwe
A small number of studies look at the prevalence of 
economic abuse in Zimbabwe, though sample sizes 
and measures used varied. Prevalence was found to 
be between 24%67 and 45%.68

Asia (including the Middle East)
Rates of prevalence of economic abuse in Asia 
were found in Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Israel, Iran, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Lebanon, Mongolia, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, South 
Korea, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste, Turkey, Vietnam and 
Yemen.

Again, there was often limited information provided 
on the questions used to assess if participants had 
experienced economic abuse, though a number of 
studies did include multiple measures. Similarities 
were found among questions, such as participants 
being asked if their partner: 
• denied or restricted their access to basic 

necessities or economic resources (or the money 
needed for these)

• prevented them from working or earning an 
income

• took their earnings or possessions
• threw them out of the home. 

Some questions also included abuse around dowry, 
or being forced to work (including in and outside of 
the home). 

Almost all of the research exploring the rate of 
experiencing economic abuse was undertaken with 
women (with many of the women involved accessed 
through healthcare settings). Some research was 
conducted with both men and women and in China, 
and one study looked at the experiences of male sex 
workers.69 Research around rates of perpetration of 
economic abuse was conducted only with men.

As above, prevalence rates varied hugely 
depending on the questions used. In broader 
populations, rates were found to be between 2%70 
and 87%.71 Among samples specifically with victim-
survivors, the prevalence was found to be between 
14%72 and 87.3%,73 though there was less evidence 
specifically looking at prevalence among victim-
survivors. Rates around measures of dowry related-
abuse were also found to be high across a number 
of studies. A smaller number of studies looked at 
rates of men’s perpetration of economic abuse, with 
perpetration rates in Asia found to be between 1.5%74 
and 83.71%.75
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In Bangladesh, work was also undertaken to 
establish a scale of economic coercion, which 
included 40 questions and, among rural women, 
found a lifetime prevalence of 62.6%.76 In addition, 
the 12-item Scale of Economic Abuse was adapted 
for use in Hong Kong (finding a mean of 15.71 
among unmarried members of the general 
population),77 the Revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
was used in India (finding a prevalence of 32.53% 
amongst rural Muslim women)78 and the Scale 
of Economic Abuse was used in Jordan (finding 
a prevalence of 38% amongst working women).79 
These were therefore not used in research 
specifically looking at rates amongst victim-
survivors. 

Bangladesh
A number of studies were found to evidence the 
prevalence of economic abuse in Bangladesh, 
which also included work to develop a scale of 
economic coercion. This scale included 40 items 
and found a lifetime prevalence rate of 62.6% 
among a sample of over 900 rural women.80 Other 
prevalence research found a low of 5% when 
looking at food restriction,81 to 50% among women.82 
Research also highlights that economic domestic 
violence increased during the first Covid-19 
lockdown in Bangladesh.83 

Research from Bangladesh also established a 
lifetime perpetration prevalence rate among men, 
with 15.6% of men in urban areas and 17.7% of men in 
rural areas reported having prohibited their partner 
from working, taking their earnings, forcing them out 
of the house or withholding their own earnings from 
their partner.84 

Cambodia
There were two studies exploring the prevalence of 
economic abuse in Cambodia, both of which were 
multi-country studies. They established a lifetime 
prevalence rate among women of between 46.8% 
and 49%, with 16.6% reporting it from a current 
partner.85 86 One study also established that 53.2% 
of men had perpetrated economic abuse in their 
lifetime, with 25.2% doing so towards their current 
partner.87

China
There were seven studies which explored the 
prevalence of economic abuse in China. Among 
women, the lifetime prevalence rate was found to 
be between 2%88 and 36.5%,89 and 22.7% of men had 
perpetrated economic abuse.90 The 12-item Scale of 
Economic Abuse has also been adapted for use in 
China.91 

Cyprus
One study was found from Cyprus, which found a 
prevalence rate of 33% among pregnant women, 
and 37% prior to the pregnancy.92 The research also 
explored prevalence among various demographic 
factors. 

India
There were a number of pieces of research from 
India examining the prevalence of economic abuse, 
finding an overall prevalence rate of between 10%93 
and 47.6% in women.94 Research with rural Muslim 
women in North India used the Revised Scale of 
Economic Abuse, finding an overall prevalence of 
32.53%.95

Indonesia
There was limited evidence regarding the 
prevalence of economic abuse in Indonesia. 
However, multi-country research found that 
between 32.6% and 49.8% of men in Indonesia 
admitted to perpetrating acts of economic abuse 
in their lifetime,96 whilst 41.88% of women victim-
survivors reported experiencing abuse by neglect.97 

Israel
There was limited evidence found regarding the 
prevalence of economic abuse in Israel, though 
research found that 63% of married women were 
not allowed to manage household finances,98 and 
5% were not allowed to manage either their own or 
a joint bank account.99 Nine percent also required 
their partner’s approval before buying anything,100 
and applications to social services reveal that 4% 
experienced economic abuse.101
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Iran
There were a number of studies available which 
examined the prevalence of economic abuse in Iran. 
For women more broadly, the prevalence rate was 
found to be between 9%102 and 53.4%,103 whilst for 
women victim-survivors, it was found to be between 
of 38.05%104 and 87.3%.105 

Iraq
Three pieces of research examined the prevalence 
of economic abuse in Iraq, with one study finding 
a rate of 30% amongst married women attending 
primary health care.106 

Jordan
In Jordan, one piece of research (resulting in two 
publications) used the Scale of Economic Abuse with 
a sample of 500 working women in the community, 
finding a prevalence rate of 38%, though this was 
higher amongst urban women than rural women 
(55.2% and 44.8%, respectively).107 108

Lebanon
There were three studies found which established 
the prevalence rate of economic abuse in 
Lebanon. Two national surveys and a multi-country 
study showed a rate of between 10.8% and 33% 
found among women.109 110 One study looked at 
perpetration rates amongst men, finding a lifetime 
rate of 9.9%.111

Nepal
There were three studies which included evidence 
around the prevalence of economic abuse in Nepal 
found as part of this review. Within women, the 
prevalence rate was found to be between 6.2%112 
and 87%,113 and with victim-survivors of physical 
injuries, it was found to be 11.4%.114 However, there 
was little information on the measures used to 
establish the prevalence of economic abuse. 

Pakistan
There were a number of studies found from Pakistan 
which explored the prevalence of economic abuse. 
Among women in the community, a prevalence 
rate of between 0.7%115 and 67%116 was found, whilst 
for women victim-survivors, this was found to be 
between 39%117 and 82.5%.118

Among men, it was found that between 18%119 and 
83.71% had perpetrated economic abuse towards 
their wives.120 

Palestine
Data from Palestine on the prevalence of economic 
abuse came from national surveys on violence 
against women and a multi-country study, which 
found a prevalence rate of between 18.2% and 55%.121 
122 A lifetime perpetration rate of 12.3% was found 
amongst men.123

Philippines
One study was found from the Philippines, and this 
provided information by respondents’ demographic 
information. Amongst the four questions, the highest 
positive response rate in this survey was 6.9% for 
women having lost a job or a source of income due 
to their husband’s behaviour.124 

Saudi Arabia
There were a small number of studies looking at 
the prevalence of economic abuse in Saudi Arabia, 
with two samples of married women finding a 
prevalence rate of between 5.3%125 and 25.3%.126

South Korea
Among the general population, 2.4% of adult women 
in South Korea reported experiencing economic 
abuse from an intimate partner in the last 12 months, 
and 1.5% of men reported having perpetrated 
economic abuse against their partner in the same 
time period.127 Among victim-survivors, a prevalence 
rate of 20% was found in South Korea,128 whilst 
refugee women from North Korea were found to 
have a prevalence rate of 37.1%.129 
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Sri Lanka
Four studies exploring the prevalence of economic 
abuse in Sri Lanka were found during this research, 
including a national violence against women 
prevalence survey conducted by the Department of 
Census and Statistics. Among women in the general 
population, the studies found a prevalence rate 
of between 18.1%130 and 27.6%,131 though this rose to 
66.6% amongst women victim-survivors.132 A lifetime 
perpetration rate of 18% amongst men was also 
found. 133

Turkey
There were a number of studies establishing the 
prevalence of economic abuse in Turkey. Amongst 
women in the community, these found a prevalence 
rate of between 6.6%134 and 60.4%.135

Vietnam
Two studies were found which included prevalence 
rates of economic abuse by a partner, finding a 
prevalence rate in women of between 9%136 and 
28%.137

Europe
The European Institute for Gender Equality compiled 
data on 44 EU member states’ national prevalence 
surveys on intimate partner violence, noting that 
only 14 of the 44 cover economic violence.138 This 
therefore highlights the lack of national prevalence 
data. The report also warns of the inconsistencies 
between how countries measure economic violence, 
recommending that member states use a consistent 
methodology.139

Evidence on the prevalence of economic abuse 
from countries in Europe included Austria, Belarus, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Ireland, Lichtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Moldova, Montenegro, Netherlands, 
North Macedonia, Poland, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine and 
the United Kingdom. A report by Women Against 
Violence Europe found that economic abuse was 
reported as one of the most common forms of 
abuse victim-survivors reported to services in a 
number of countries across Europe. Much of the 
evidence found for Europe was from the UK. 

Questions used to assess experiences of economic 
abuse varied across studies, with many again 
simply stating economic or financial abuse, with no 
further information provided. A number of studies 
included a range of questions around economic 
abuse. Common themes in questions therefore 
included asking participants if their partner: 
• withheld money (including for shared expenses or 

essentials)
• controlled their spending
• restricted their decision-making or the information 

they held around economic matters 
• prevented them from working or studying
• destroyed their property or belongings
• and questions linked to coerced debt.

The Scale of Economic Abuse was used in one 
UK-based study with victim-survivors, finding a 
prevalence rate of 95%,140 whilst research that took 
place in Spain and Italy included questions around 
post-separation economic abuse.141 

Among broader populations, a lifetime prevalence 
rate of between 10.8% (among women over 16 in 
Spain)142 and 50% (amongst women over 60 in 
Sweden)143 was found across Europe. A study which 
involved women in 28 EU member states found a 
prevalence of 5% by their current partner, and 13% by 
a previous partner.144 For victim-survivors of intimate 
partner abuse, a prevalence rate of between 
6%145 (consisting of calls to a national helpline in 
Serbia) and 97% (in the UK)146 was found. None of 
the evidence found in Europe looked at a rate of 
perpetrating economic abuse. 

Croatia
One study in Croatia looked at the prevalence 
of economic abuse among women, finding a 
prevalence rate of 18.9%.147

Finland
Two pieces of evidence were found from Finland 
around the prevalence of economic abuse, with a 
rate of between 20%148 and 37.8%.149
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Italy
Four pieces of evidence regarding the prevalence of 
economic abuse in Italy were identified in this study, 
highlighting a prevalence rate of between 29.4% 
(among victim-survivors)150 and 46.1% (in the general 
population).151 

Lithuania
In Lithuania, three studies which established the 
prevalence of economic abuse were found. In 
women over 60 living in the community, it was found 
to be 36%,152 whilst 29.9% of a broader sample of 
women had experienced economic violence from 
an intimate partner.153 With victim-survivors, 39% 
reported experiencing economic abuse but, when 
presented with scenarios of abuse, it was found 
that 100% of the sample had experienced a form of 
economic abuse from their partner.154

Netherlands
In the Netherlands, 42.9% of victim-survivors were 
found to have experienced economic abuse.155 It 
was also found to be one of the most prevalent 
types of abuse among women in women’s 
shelters.156 

Poland
There was little evidence regarding economic abuse 
in Poland, and the measures used were not shared 
in the research found. However, one study of victim-
survivors over 60 filing court cases found that 55.7% 
had experienced financial abuse,157 whilst another 
study found 9% of adults experienced economic 
abuse from a household member.158

Spain
In Spain, 25% of calls to a national helpline were 
found to relate to economic abuse, whilst a lifetime 
prevalence rate of 10.8% was found.159 A study with 
120 women who identified as experiencing intimate 
partner abuse and 120 who did not also found 
high rates of various measures of economic abuse 
among both groups, both during and following the 
end of the relationship.160 

Sweden
Little data was available to highlight the prevalence 
of economic abuse in Sweden. Research with older 
women in the community found a prevalence of 
50%161 and women’s shelters reported that 54% 
of all victim-survivors in contact with them had 
experienced economic abuse.162 

Ukraine
There was limited evidence from Ukraine regarding 
the prevalence of economic abuse by an intimate 
partner, though it was found to be common among 
victim-survivors. Sixty eight per cent reported 
economic abuse in one study.163

United Kingdom
In the United Kingdom, 1 in 6 adults were found to 
be experiencing economic abuse from an intimate 
partner,164 whilst research also found that 95% of 
victim-survivors of domestic abuse had experienced 
at least one form of economic abuse.165 

National prevalence has been difficult to establish, 
due to the subsuming of economic or financial 
abuse within non-physical or psychological abuse 
in official statistics.166 For example, in England and 
Wales, the question relating to financial abuse 
(which is subjective, asking participants if their 
partner prevents them from having a ‘fair share’ 
of household money and does not capture the 
complex nature of economic abuse)167 is reported as 
part of non-physical abuse. In Scotland, economic 
abuse is reported under psychological abuse, 
making the true prevalence hard to establish.168 
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North America and the Caribbean
Within North America, the majority of evidence 
found was from the United States, followed by 
Canada. A smaller number of studies were found 
from Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago.

In general population studies across North America, 
the prevalence of economic abuse was found to 
be between 1.6% (amongst men in Canada, with 
women in the same study reporting a prevalence 
of 4.1%)169 and 48% (women who reported a partner 
interfering with work).170 The development of 
numerous measures of economic abuse also took 
place in North America, specifically in the United 
States. These found prevalence rates with victim-
survivors of between 93%171 and 100%.172 Other 
research with victim-survivors across North America 
found prevalence rates of between 5.3% (who 
reported the perpetrator monitoring their work)173 
and 93%,174 depending on the measures used.

Where questions asked did not use scales for 
measuring economic abuse, common themes 
included asking if a partner had: 
• damaged or destroyed property
• prevented access to financial information
• took money or possessions
• not contributed to household costs
• prevented a participant from working. 

As with other regions, some evidence only stated 
that ‘economic’ or ‘financial abuse’ was used to 
measure prevalence without further information on 
any questions asked.

Canada
There was a range of data that came from Canada 
exploring the prevalence of economic abuse. Much 
of this data came from analysis of various rounds 
of the General Social Survey, or the 2018 Survey of 
Safety in Public and Private Spaces. This provided 
analysis across a range of demographics (including 
gender, disability or activity limitation, sexuality, 
immigration status, and victim-survivors status), but 
the questions used were often limited. The General 
Social Survey only used one or two questions to 
assess financial abuse (‘Has your partner prevented 
you from knowing about or having access to the 
family income, even if you asked?’ and damaging 
or destroying possessions/property).175 The Survey 
of Safety in Public and Private Spaces asked four 
questions which could be indicators of financial 
abuse, though an overall prevalence rate was not 
provided.176 

Data from the 2018 Survey of Safety in Public and 
Private Spaces found that 6.4% of women and 3.6% 
of men had been forced to give a partner money 
or possessions since the age of 15. It also found that 
12.1% of women and 6.9% of men had experienced 
an intimate partner damaging or destroying their 
belongings or possessions. 177 178 Generally speaking, 
rates of the financial abuse measures were higher 
among sexual minority men and women compared 
to heterosexual men and women,179 180 among 
women with disabilities compared to women 
without disabilities,181 among Indigenous women 
compared to non-Indigenous women,182 and among 
women aged 25 and over, compared to women 
under 25.183 

Mexico
Only three studies which included a prevalence rate 
for economic abuse in Mexico were found as part of 
this review. The studies found a prevalence rate of 
between 18.5%184 and 39.9% (women who required 
permission from their partner to work),185 depending 
on the population and measures used. 
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Trinidad and Tobago
Three pieces of evidence were found relating to the 
prevalence of economic abuse within Trinidad and 
Tobago. Overall prevalence was therefore found to 
be between 11%186 and 73%, although the higher rate 
here was from 30 women accessing a domestic 
abuse service who reported their partner had 
destroyed their belongings,187 whereas other studies 
accessed women in the community.

United States
The most evidence around prevalence of economic 
abuse globally was found in the United States. A lot 
of this evidence involved the testing of measures of 
economic abuse with victim-survivors of intimate 
partner violence. When studies with victim-survivors 
were conducted, the prevalence of economic 
abuse was found to as a high as 100% when using 
measures developed specifically for capturing 
economic abuse. This demonstrates how important 
it is to use measures which capture a range of 
economically abusive behaviours rather than more 
simplistic measures. 

Oceania
In this region, evidence relating to the prevalence 
of economic abuse was found in Australia, New 
Zealand and Papua New Guinea, including the 
autonomous region of Bougainville. The majority 
of evidence regarding prevalence from this region 
came from Australia. 

Common themes among questions included if a 
partner had:  
• took earnings or money
• damaged, destroyed or took property
• Controlled the finances or did not involve 

the respondent in decisions about money, or 
prevented them from knowing about money

• prevented the respondent from working or refused 
money for essentials or household expenses. 

However, many studies simply stated financial or 
economic abuse, with no details of the measures 
used. Only one study in the region was found which 
used a scale specifically for measuring economic 
abuse, which used the Revised Scale of Economic 
Abuse, plus six additional measures. This found a 
rate of 37% in a general population sample.188

In broader population studies, prevalence rates 
were found to be between 3.6%189 and 55.4%190 and, 
with victim-survivors of domestic abuse, prevalence 
was found to be between 0.01%191 (when looking at 
police records including financial control) and 65%.192 
Regarding perpetration rates in Oceania, only one 
study looked at this, in the region of Bougainville, 
and a lifetime rate of 56.9% was found.193

Australia 
Like other countries, national prevalence of 
economic abuse has been hard to determine due to 
it not being measured as a form of abuse in its own 
right by surveys. For example, the Personal Safety 
Survey in Australia in 2012 and 2016 subsumed 
questions around economic abuse under emotional 
abuse, meaning responses are not reported 
separately or publicly available.194 However, despite 
this, there was a significant amount of evidence 
from Australia on the prevalence of economic 
abuse. Corrie and McGuire have estimated that 
1.86 million women in Australia have been victims of 
economic abuse in their lifetimes,195 and in domestic 
and family violence death reviews, it was found 
that 27.4% of male perpetrators had economically 
abused female victims.196 Two studies with the 
general population estimated the prevalence 
between 11.5%197 and 37.5%, between 15.7% and 
40% for women, and 7.1% and 33% for men, with 
the higher rates found in research that used the 
Revised Scale of Economic Abuse (plus six additional 
measures).198 199 This again highlights the importance 
of using specific tools when measuring economic 
abuse. 
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New Zealand
In New Zealand, only two studies were found looking 
at the prevalence of economic abuse. It has been 
noted that there is a dearth of research examining 
the prevalence and impact of economic abuse, with 
focus often being on the impact of intimate partner 
violence on employment.200

The New Zealand research found a lifetime 
prevalence of 8.9% in 2019, doubling from 4.5% in 
2003.201 When looking by disability type, women with 
all types of disabilities reporter higher prevalence of 
economic abuse, with the exception of intellectual 
disabilities.

Papua New Guinea
Four studies were found regarding the prevalence 
of economic abuse in Papua New Guinea, with one 
of these taking place in the autonomous region of 
Bougainville. Prevalence among women in Papua 
New Guinea was found to be as high as 52%,202 and 
as high as 55.4% in Bougainville.203

Southern and Central America
Evidence found from Central and South America 
was significantly more limited than from the other 
regions, with evidence from Brazil, Columbia, 
Ecuador, Guatemala, Panama and Peru. 

Prevalence rates in the community were found to 
be between 11.5%204 and 39%.205 There were very few 
studies specifically with victim-survivors, though 
a domestic abuse service in Brazil reported a 
prevalence of 5.2%,206 whilst research with victim-
survivors experiencing depressive disorders in Peru 
found a prevalence of 11%.207 Given that the research 
in the wider community found a higher rate, further 
specific work with victim-survivors may be needed. 
Almost all of the research was with women, with the 
only exception being reporting from the Brazilian 
domestic abuse service which included services for 
perpetrators.

No evidence was found which demonstrated the use 
of a specific scale or measure of economic abuse 
across Central and South America, though some 
research did ask participants multiple questions to 
assess their experiences. There was significantly 
less evidence around the questions used here 
than for other regions, but common themes where 
this was provided included around a partner’s 
control of individual or household resources or 
being refused money for household expenses or a 
partner spending this money. As with other regions, 
often the only information provided on questions 
asked included economic or (specific to this region) 
patrimonial violence. 

Colombia
Data from Colombia came from the National 
Demographic and Health Survey of 2019, which 
asked women aged 13-49 five questions about 
their experiences of economic abuse by an intimate 
partner.208 

The survey found an overall prevalence of 
economic abuse by an intimate partner of 31.1%, 
with women who were divorced, separated, or 
widowed reporting the highest rates of ever having 
experienced economic abuse. 

The most commonly reported form of economic 
abuse across all women was a partner spending 
money needed for the upkeep of the home, with 
16.2% reporting they had ever experienced this, and 
11.3% reporting it in the previous 12 months. This was 
the most common form reported by both separated 
and divorced women (both ever and in the last 12 
months). For married women, the most common 
form of abuse ever and in the last 12 months was 
a partner monitoring the spending of money. 
Partnered women reported the most common form 
in the last 12 months was their partner monitoring 
thespending of money. The most common form for 
this group for any time frame was being prohibited  
by their partner from working or studying. Women 
who were widowed reported that the most common 
form of abuse in any time period was a partner 
prohibiting them from working or studying. In the 
last 12 months, it was the spending of money money 
needed for the upkeep of the home. 
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Ecuador
In Ecuador, the prevalence of economic abuse 
ranged from 11.5% (for women in partnerships)209 
to 35.3%.210 However, it should be noted that results 
from the National Survey of Family Relations 
and Gender Violence Against Women did not ask 
specifically about intimate partner violence, so the 
perpetrator of the abuse for these participants is 
unknown. The results have been included here in 
order to help establish a picture of economic abuse 
in Ecuador in light of a lack of other data found. For 
women taking part in research which specifically 
asked about abuse by an intimate partner, the 
prevalence ranged from 11.5%211 to 22.5%.212

Data from the National Survey in 2011 shows the 
experience of economic abuse by a range of 
demographic factors.213 The age group reporting the 
highest prevalence of economic abuse was 36-45, 
closely followed by 46-55, whilst women with no 
education were the most likely to report economic 
abuse. Separated and divorced women were the 
most likely to report experiencing economic abuse, 
as were women in urban areas and people of 
colour, which is noted to include Afro-Ecuadorian, 
mulatto and Montubio women. 

By population
This section of the report summarises what is 
known about the prevalence of economic abuse by 
populations, such as by sex/gender, victim-survivor 
status, ethnicity or sexuality. To avoid repetition of 
the information presented above, this will be a short 
summary of what was found during the review, and 
what future research needs to explore in order to 
create a fuller understanding of the prevalence of 
economic abuse. 

Sex/gender214

The evidence presented in this report has mainly 
focused on women’s experiences of economic 
and domestic abuse. Whilst there has been some 
research which suggests that sex/gender may not 
be a significant factor in economic abuse, such as in 
Hong Kong,215 a significant amount of the research 

presented above has found that economic abuse, 
like domestic abuse, appears to be gendered, 
with women experiencing higher rates than men. 
Where research was conducted with men and 
women, women often reported higher rates of 
economic abuse than men, including in Australia,216 
217 218 Canada,219 220 221 222 223 Croatia,224 Ghana,225 New 
Zealand,226 Poland,227 South Korea,228 Tanzania,229  
the UK, 230 231 and the US.232 

In the UK, two prevalence surveys found that 
between 15% and 16% of men reported financial 
abuse233 though this rose to 40% when asked 
about behaviours indicative of economic abuse.234 
However, when asked for examples of economic 
abuse, both surveys found that men were more 
likely than women to describe non-abusive 
behaviours, and this needs further research to 
explore why this may be. One study in the US 
also found that men experienced higher rates of 
economic abuse,235 whilst a study on education 
sabotage with students in the US found that more 
men experienced economic control and academic 
restraint than female participants.236 Research with 
male victim-survivors in the US found that 37.5% 
experienced economic abuse.237

There was little evidence around the experiences 
of trans and non-binary people and economic 
abuse in intimate partner relationships. However, 
research with LGBT+ victim-survivors accessing a 
specialist LGBT+ domestic abuse service in the UK 
found that 30% of trans women and 3% of trans 
men experienced financial abuse, with trans victim-
survivors reporting higher levels of financial abuse 
than victim-survivors who were not transgender (16% 
versus 12%).238 Research which explicitly included 
trans and non-binary people (as well as a range of 
sexualities) in Australia and the UK found that 11.3% 
had experienced financial abuse.239

The evidence therefore suggests that women, 
men and trans or non-binary people experience 
economic abuse, though it appears that women 
experience it at higher rates than men. However, 
further research is required in order to understand 
these experiences in more detail, particularly when 
it comes to trans and non-binary people.
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Victim-survivors of intimate  
partner violence
As has been seen throughout the country-based 
findings, economic abuse has been found to 
be highly prevalent amongst victim-survivors of 
intimate partner abuse, though this does vary 
depending on the measures used. This section 
will not repeat all of the findings above, but will 
summarise some of the key findings.

Research with victim-survivors using specific 
measures of economic abuse or a wider range 
of indicators have found very high prevalence 
rates. For example, the UK, 95% of victim-survivors 
reported any experience of economic abuse.240 In 
the US, this has been 76%,241 77%242 93%,243 94%,244 245 
95%,246  96%,247 248 99%,249 and 100%.250 In Australia, 
figures were between 71.6%251 and 100%.252

When not using specific measures or more limited 
indicators of economic abuse, prevalence rates 
among victim-survivors tend to be lower, but can 
still be high. For example, in the US, 67% of victim-
survivors accessing a financial curriculum had 
experienced financial abuse,253 and 24% of victim-
survivors calling the National Domestic Violence 
Helpline reported financial abuse.254 34.2% of clients 
of domestic abuse service Refuge in the UK had 
experienced financial abuse,255 and 42.9% of victim-
survivors in the Netherlands reported economic 
abuse,256 as did between 23.8% of those in France.257 
In Turkey, 58.8% of victim-survivors experienced 
economic abuse,258 as did 87.3% in Iran.259 Among 
victim-survivors receiving counselling in Indonesia, 
41.9% experienced economic abuse,260 whilst 82.5% 
reported economic abuse in a sample of victim-
survivors in Pakistan.261 These rates do not represent 
all of the research, but serve as an illustration of 
the range of rates found with samples of victim-
survivors globally. 

These figures suggest high prevalence rates of 
economic abuse within victim-survivors of intimate 
partner violence. Research must therefore ensure 
that dedicated measures of economic abuse are 
included within prevalence surveys around domestic 
abuse, and not subsumed under psychological or 
emotional abuse. This will enable more evidence 
regarding prevalence to be established globally.

Race and ethnicity
The evidence showed that economic abuse affects 
people from all backgrounds, but that minoritised 
people may be more at risk of economic abuse 
from a partner. Further research is needed, though, 
to explore this in more detail. 

In the US, Asian, Black and Hispanic teenagers were 
more likely to report feeling pressured to say yes 
when a partner asked them for money.262 One study 
in the US also found that Latina victim-survivors 
experienced economic control more frequently 
than other forms of abuse, alongside psychological 
abuse.263 In addition, Black and Latina mothers were 
more likely to report experiencing economic abuse 
than White mothers.264 Ethnic minority students were 
also more likely to report economic control than 
White students.265

In Canada, Indigenous women were almost three 
times as likely to experience financial abuse by 
a partner in their lifetime, compared with non-
Indigenous women. Sixteen per cent were forced to 
give their partner money or possessions (compared 
to 6% of non-Indigenous women) and 13% were 
prevented from having access to a job, money 
or financial resources (compared to 3% of non-
Indigenous women).266 However, visible minority 
women were less likely to have experienced 
measures of financial abuse than non-visible 
minority women.267 In Alberta, economic abuse was 
found to be more prevalent amongst people from 
ethnic minorities than Caucasian people.268

In the UK, economic abuse was found to be 
prevalent among women from South Asian 
backgrounds.269 270 271 National prevalence surveys 
in the UK also found that Black, Asian and minority 
ethnic respondents reported economic abuse at a 
roughly equal level to white respondents, though 
were more likely to report they had behaviours 
indicative of economic abuse perpetrated against 
them.272 Asian respondents were least likely to report 
having experienced economic abuse at 14%, but 50% 
had experienced behaviours indicative of economic 
abuse.273 In research specifically with LGBT+ people, 
11% of Black and minority ethnic clients reported 
financial abuse, compared to 15% of white clients.274
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In Ecuador, people of colour were the most likely 
to report economic violence, though this was only 
slightly higher than Indigenous and Mestizo people 
(17.94%, 16.26% and 16.4%, compared to 13.36 of white 
and other respondents).275 

There is therefore a need for more research 
which explores economic abuse experiences and 
prevalence among a wide range of ethnicities. 

Immigration status
Research explored earlier in this report has shown 
that women with insecure immigration status can 
experience unique forms of domestic and economic 
abuse. This section will outline what was found 
regarding prevalence rates of economic abuse and 
immigration status. Where rates among immigrant 
women were found, these included: 
• 78.13% among Korean immigrant women in the 

US276 and 29% among men
• 42% among women South Asian immigrants to the 

US277 
• 62% among immigrant women in the UK278 
• 30.6% among North Korean refugee women in 

South Korea
• 50.1% among migrant women in Australia.279

In the UK, white non-British respondents were found 
to be more likely to have experienced economic 
abuse than white British respondents.280 In Canada, 
one study found that immigrant women were 
slightly less likely to report financial abuse than 
Canadian-born women (3.6% versus 4.5%),281 though 
immigrant women who had been in the country 
for 20 years or longer reported higher rates than 
Canadian-born women.282

 
There is therefore a gap regarding the evidence 
around rates of economic abuse in migrant women 
globally, which future research should seek to fill.

Sexuality
Most of the evidence found as part of this review 
was centred around the prevalence of economic 
abuse within heterosexual couples. However, there 
was some (albeit limited) evidence relating to the 
prevalence of economic abuse within same-sex 
relationships. 

Whilst most of the research related to heterosexual 
couples, finding high prevalence rates, the evidence 
here suggests that gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer and 
other people are at an increased risk of economic 
abuse. For example, in two UK national prevalence 
surveys, gay men reported disproportionately 
higher rates of experiencing economic abuse in 
one survey283, whilst in the other survey, LGBT+ 
respondents reported higher levels of abuse than 
heterosexual respondents. Lesbian and bisexual 
people reported much higher prevalence rates (36% 
and 37%) than gay men (8%), although the authors 
warn of the small sample size of LGBT people in the 
research.284 

Specific research with LGBT+ people in the UK found 
that 12% reported financial abuse, though lesbian 
women disclosed the highest levels of financial 
abuse at 16%, followed by 13% for gay men and 2% 
for bisexual people.285 Similarly, in Australia, research 
with lesbian women found a prevalence rate of 
between 8% and 23.3%.286 In the UK and Australia, 
research found 11.3% of people from diverse gender 
identities and sexualities reported financial abuse 
from a partner.287 In the US, 90% of gay men were 
found to have experienced financial abuse in one 
study288 and 13.6% of gay and bisexual men reported 
financial abuse in another,289 whilst half of gay men 
in a Canadian study reported economic violence.290 
In a national survey in Canada, higher rates of 
questions relating to financial abuse were reported 
among both sexual minority men and women when 
compared to heterosexual men and women.291 
292 When looking at education sabotage, sexual 
minority students in the US were also found to report 
higher rates,293 whilst a testimony session specifically 
for LGBT victim-survivors of abuse found that 36% 
experienced financial abuse.294
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The evidence on economic abuse and the 
prevalence among gay, lesbian, bisexual, queer 
and other sexualities is limited, though what does 
exist suggests that sexual minorities may be at an 
increased risk of economic abuse. There is therefore 
a strong need for further research which explores 
this, including what the similarities and differences 
may be between experiences. As shown throughout 
this chapter, reported rates of economic abuse 
can also vary hugely depending on the questions 
and measures used to ask participants about their 
experiences. 

Marital or relationship status
As shown throughout this chapter, high rates of 
economic abuse have been found globally among 
those in intimate relationships. In Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and in developed countries, 
changes to patterns in partnership formation 
and childbearing have resulted in lower rates 
of marriage, but in most developing regions, 
marriage is the norm and divorce is rare and 
often stigmatised (with one in five women married 
under the age of 18).295 This section of the report will 
explore how marital status may affect the rates of 
economic abuse.

In South Africa, research using a domestic abuse 
service’s client information found that married 
women were at greater risk of experiencing 
economic abuse, and married women reported 
economic abuse occurring over a longer time 
period.296 Having been married for three or more 
years was also associated with economic abuse 
in Tunisia.297 In Malawi, most women who were 
found to have experienced economic abuse 
were married.298 Research in Ghana also found 
that married women were more likely to have 
experienced economic abuse compared to never-
married women, or women who were divorced, 
separated or widowed. For men, though, never-
married men reported a higher rate of economic 
abuse than married or divorced, separated or 
widowed men.299 In an area of Tanzania, higher 
rates of economic abuse were reported among 
women who were married or living with their male 
partner, compared to widowed, never married or 

divorced/separated women.300 In Turkey, slightly 
higher rates were reported among those in 
arranged marriages compared to non-arranged 
marriages.301 Other research, however, found 
a lower probability of economic abuse within 
arranged marriages, with higher rates among 
women who married later in life compared to those 
who married younger.302 In Côte d’Ivoire, one study 
found a higher rate of economic abuse among 
women married as adults when compared to 
women married as children.303  

In Australia, separated and divorced women have 
also been found to report higher levels of economic 
abuse than those married or still in a relationship,304 
findings which have been echoed in Ecuador305 and 
India.306 This points to the ability of perpetrators to 
carry out economic abuse post-separation. In New 
Zealand and the US, those who were cohabiting 
with a partner but not married were more likely 
to report economic abuse than those who were 
married.307 308 In the US, it was found that mothers 
who reported the occurrence and increase of 
economic abuse in the first and fifth years of one 
study were significantly less likely to be married to 
or cohabit with the child’s father.309 In the UK, men 
who were married or in a civil partnership were 
more likely to report financial abuse than women in 
these relationships, but women who were living with 
a partner were most likely to report financial abuse, 
though more divorced, separated or widowed 
women reported financial abuse than divorced, 
separated or widowed men.310 In Hong Kong, 
unmarried respondents reported a higher score 
on the Scale of Economic Abuse and the subscales 
of economic control and exploitation than married 
people.311 

The evidence found during this review suggests 
that the relationship between economic abuse 
and marital status is complex. However, it should 
be noted that some of the research included here 
only involved married women when exploring rates 
of economic abuse. Further research is therefore 
needed which explores experiences of economic 
abuse within all intimate partner relationships.
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Parental status
Despite birth rates declining all over the world, 
childbearing remains one of the central pillars of 
family life.312 Some research found that there was 
no relationship between economic abuse and the 
number of children, for example in Jordan313 and 
Queensland, Australia.314 However, a significant 
amount found that women with children were 
more likely to report economic abuse, including in 
Bangladesh,315 Kenya,316 Kyrgyzstan,317 Malawi,318 
Mongolia,319 Nigeria,320 South Africa,321  Tanzania,322 
Turkey323 324 and the UK.325 326 327 328

In Tunisia, having three or more children was 
found to be positively associated with experiencing 
economic violence.329 Research has also highlighted 
the prevalence of economic abuse during 
pregnancy, including in Cyprus,330 Ethiopia,331 
Gambia,332 Iran,333 Namibia,334 Nigeria,335 South 
Africa,336 Sudan,337 Tanzania338 and Zimbabwe.339 

Some forms of economic abuse are also unique to 
those with children or can occur post-separation, 
such as interference with child support or 
maintenance payments. In Australia, one study 
found  59% of women who had experienced 
domestic abuse reported that their ex-partner 
deliberately made partial, sporadic or non-
payments of child support in order to cause them 
financial uncertainty or distress. Fifty per cent 
reported their ex-partner used child support to 
manipulate their income.340 In the UK, 52.9% of 
women victim-survivors with children reported 
their ex-partner had withheld child support.341 Sixty 
five per cent of single parents reported irregular 
payments or no payment at all, with those who 
had experienced economic abuse even less likely 
to receive full or regular payments.342 In the US, 
women victim-survivors going through child custody 
disputes also reported forms of financial abuse, 
including a perpetrator hiding money or quitting a 
job to reduce child support payments.343

Disability and health
More than one billion people in the world 
experience some form of disability, with prevalence 
rate significantly higher for females (19.2%) than 
males (12%), representing about 1 in 5 women.344 
As the research explored earlier has highlighted, 

disabled victim-survivors may experience unique 
forms of economic abuse, such as having disability 
related allowances or benefits taken by a partner 
or denial of medication or mobility aids.345 It is 
therefore important to understand the prevalence 
of economic abuse among disabled people, with 
evidence often showing that disabled people 
experience economic abuse at a higher rate than 
people without disabilities. 

In New Zealand, higher rates of economic abuse 
were reported by both men and women with 
disabilities when compared to those without a 
disability. Twenty three per cent of women and 18.5% 
of men with a physical disability reported having a 
partner who had been economically abusive, while 
20.6% of women and 30% of men with an intellectual 
disability and 33.3% of women and 20% of men with 
a psychological disability reported experiencing 
this. This compares with 14.1% of women and 10% of 
men with no disability.346 In Australia, women with a 
disability or who reported poor or very poor health 
were more likely to report economic abuse, 347 and 
it has been found that having a disability or long-
term health condition significantly increased the 
risk of experiencing economic abuse by a partner 
for women (but not for men).348 Analysis in Canada 
found that, among older adults, having a disability 
significantly increased the chances of experiencing 
financial abuse by a current or former partner.349 
Women with disabilities in Canada were also more 
likely to have experienced indicators of financial 
abuse compared to women without, both since the 
age of 15 and in the previous 12 months.350 Financial 
abuse was also significantly higher in women 
and men with disability related activity limitation 
compared to women and men with no activity 
limitation in Canada.351 352 Evidence from Spain also 
highlights that almost twice as many women with 
disabilities experience economic violence when 
compared to women without (13.1% versus 7%).353 In 
France, 33% of disabled victim-survivors reported 
economic violence.354 In the UK, men and women 
with disabilities reported higher rates of financial 
abuse from a partner.355 Women with a disability in 
Sri Lanka were also more likely to report economic 
violence than those without a disability.356 In Papua 
New Guinea, it was found that women who reported 
financial abuse by a husband or partner were more 
likely to be HIV positive.357 
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When it came to mental health, 18.1% of women 
victim-survivors who experienced mental health 
activity limitations always or often reported a 
partner being financially abusive, with a further 
9.5% reporting it sometimes. This compares with 4% 
who reported no mental health activity limitation.358 
Experiencing economic abuse has also been linked 
to depression359 360 361 362 363 364, anxiety365, PTSD,366 
and psychological distress.367 In Canada, women 
taking psychotropic medication (eg for depression, 
sleep or anxiety issues) were also more likely to 
report financial abuse.368 Only one study was found 
which explored substance use and economic 
abuse, taking place in Kyrgyzstan, where 85.5% of 
substance-involved women reported economic 
abuse from an intimate partner.369

Economic abuse amongst disabled people and 
those living with long-term health conditions, 
including those linked to mental health, is an area 
that requires more attention. Further research 
must therefore explore economic abuse within 
the context of intimate partner violence and how 
people experiencing a range of disabilities may be 
impacted. 

Class or income level
The evidence here found that people from all 
income levels experience economic abuse and 
that, regardless of someone’s wealth, perpetrators 
can control a victim-survivor’s access to economic 
resources. This section will explore what is known 
about the prevalence of economic abuse by income 
level. Some research has not found a link between 
prevalence of economic abuse and income, 
including in Tanzania,370 Jordan,371 India372 and the 
US.373 

Regarding lower incomes, low income was found 
to be one of the most significant risk factors for 
experiencing financial violence in Mongolia.374 
Similarly, in Malawi, women with no income were 
most likely to report economic abuse.375 In New 
Zealand, women were found to be more likely to 
experience economic abuse if they were in the 
second and lowest income quintiles (household 
income was not found to be a significant indictor for 
men).376 Those who were found to be most deprived 
were more likely to report economic abuse (8.5%), 

compared to those who were moderately (3.8%) 
or least deprived (2.5%). Rates were also higher 
amongst those with no independent income (5.5%, 
versus 4.2% of those with an independent income).377 
Similarly, in Turkey, women with a low income were 
slightly more likely to report economic violence than 
those in middle or high incomes.378 This finding was 
echoed in Trinidad, where women in the lowest 
socio-economic group experienced greater rates of 
financial abuse than those in lower middle, middle 
and upper middle classes.379 Lower income and 
lower contribution to the household income was 
also linked to economic abuse in the Netherlands.380 
In the US, women victim-survivors who received 
public benefits scored more highly for economic 
abuse than non-recipients.381 Women were also 
found to experience more material hardship when 
they had experienced more economic abuse.382 
In Tanzania, women who reported no monthly 
personal earnings, or monthly personal earnings 
of less than USD$60, or between USD$60-179, 
reported similar levels of economic abuse (between 
35.5% and 37.3%). This was higher than those whose 
monthly earnings were between USD$180-499 and 
above USD$500 (26.1% and 30.2%, respectively), but 
lower than women who did not know how much 
their monthly personal earnings were (52.2%).383 
Research in the UK found that of adults reporting 
financial abuse, women were more likely to have a 
personal income of lower than £20,000, or live in a 
household where the income was up to £10,000.384

In the Philippines, earning less than a spouse 
was associated with a higher likelihood of being 
prevented from working.385 In West Bengal, India, 
women who earned the same or less than their 
husband were more likely to report experiencing 
economic exploitation than those who earned 
more.386 In Turkey, one study found that the higher 
the wage gap between partners, the higher 
the likelihood of economic abuse, though this 
became higher if a woman earned more than her 
husband.387 One study in Bangladesh found that 
75.7% of women who contributed about the same to 
their household income as their husband reported 
economic violence, compared with 55.8% of those 
who paid less than their husband, and 47% who 
contributed more than their husband or the full 
amount.388
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Regarding middle incomes, in the UK, it was 
found that economic abuse occurred across all 
socio-economic backgrounds. 389  However, it was 
slightly more prevalent in participants where the 
household income was £30-40,000 per year (22% 
self-identified, 45% based on economic abuse 
behaviours), compared to where the household 
income was over £50,000 (16% self-identified, 38% 
based on economic abuse behaviours), or less 
than £10,0000 (15% self-identified, 31% based on 
economic abuse behaviours).390 Prevalence levels 
were also found to be similar across personal 
income levels.391

For those with higher incomes, in Ghana, there 
was little difference between the asset quantile of 
respondents and lifetime prevalence of economic 
abuse, though those in the highest two quintiles 
were less likely to report economic abuse (25.5% 
for fourth highest quintile and 20.6% for the highest 
quintile, compared to 31.7% in the third, 30.9% in 
the second and 30.7% in the lowest quintiles).392 In 
the UK, of those reporting experiencing financial 
abuse, men were more likely than women to have 
a personal income of over £50,000, as well as a 
household income of over £50,000.393 

Age
The evidence highlighted that women across all ages 
experience economic abuse, though prevalence rates 
may differ and mixed evidence was found regarding 
this. For example, in two prevalence surveys in the 
UK, both women and men aged 30-39 were the 
most likely to report experiencing financial abuse.394 
However, men were more likely than women to 
experience it between the ages of 20-29, whilst 
women were more likely to experience it between the 
age of 40-49.395 In Malawi, 46% of women reporting 
economic abuse were aged 21-30.396 In Canada, 
women aged 25 and older were more likely to report 
having experienced a partner preventing them 
from having access to a job, money or resources, or 
damaging or destroying possessions or property than 
women 15-24 years old.397 Women aged 31-43 and 
44-56 were most likely to report economic violence in 
Croatia, compared to women aged 18-30 and over 
57.398 In Australia, it was found that economic abuse 
peaked for men and women in their 40s and 50s, 
though economic abuse rates among those aged 
30-39 was almost double that of those aged 18-29.399

When it came to teenagers and young adults, 
there was less research on this. However, evidence 
from the US showed that 31% of teenagers had 
experienced financial abuse, including being 
prevented from going to school or work, or being 
told what they could or could not purchase by 
a partner.400 Another study showed that 8.8% of 
adolescents reported economic control from their 
current or most recent partner, and 17.7% reported 
requests for lending a partner money.401 In South 
Africa, 43.7% of young women reported two or more 
experiences of economic abuse from an intimate 
partner in the past year,402 whilst one-third of young 
women in England and Wales reported financial 
abuse.403 In Sri Lanka, whilst economic abuse was 
reported across all age ranges, it is noted that the 
highest rates were found among women aged 
15-24, with almost twice as many women in this 
age group experiencing economic abuse in the last 
12 months as the national average.404 In Canada, 
women aged 15-24 were more likely than women 
aged 25 and older to report a partner had forced 
her to give them money or possessions, both in 
the last 12 months and since the age of 15.405 In 
Queensland, Australia, it was found that women 
under 30 were at four times the risk of economic 
abuse.406 However, in Ecuador, women aged 15-25 
were least likely to report economic violence.407

Evidence about the impact of economic abuse in 
an intimate partner relationship for older people 
was less available, with research often appearing 
to focus on ‘elder abuse’ committed by a family 
member or someone with caring responsibilities. 
There is therefore a strong need for research which 
explores older peoples’ experiences of economic 
intimate partner abuse. However, the evidence that 
was found as part of this review highlighted that this 
form of abuse remains prevalent into older age. In 
the UK, it was found that those aged over 70 were 
the least likely to report experiencing economic 
abuse, with only 7% identifying they had experienced 
economic abuse.408 However, this increased to 28% 
when asked about specific indicators of economic 
abuse, suggesting that people in this age group 
are not identifying economic abuse as such.409 In 
Malaysia, it was found that 8.1% of adults over 60 
had experienced economic abuse since turning 
60,410 whilst in Poland, 55.7% of older women going 
through the legal system reported financial abuse.411 
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In five European countries, 33.7% of older victim-
survivors reported that the perpetrator of financial 
abuse was a partner,412 and a prevalence of 17 
among those 50 and older, and 15% among those 
aged 66-86 was found in Germany, compared to 
13% for women younger than 49.413 In Bangladesh, 
however, older women were less likely to report 
economic violence.414

Research on the prevalence of economic abuse 
must therefore continue to include age as a 
variable, and further research is also needed on 
the prevalence among younger and older people 
specifically. 

Education or employment status
There was mixed evidence regarding the impact of 
employment and education status on experiences 
of economic abuse. For example, some research 
found that level of education had no impact on 
economic abuse, such as in Papua New Guinea415 
and Australia.416

Women with more education were found to be less 
likely to report economic abuse in some research, 
such as in Turkey,417 418 Jordan,419 and Ghana.420 
Conversely, some research also showed that women 
with higher levels of education may be more likely to 
report economic abuse.421 422 423In the US, participants 
with high school education reported higher rates 
of economic control than those with less or more 
than high school education.424 In Queensland, 
Australia, women with university education or junior 
secondary reported the lowest rates of economic 
abuse (4.2% and 4.3%).425 The highest rates were 
among those with primary education (10.9%) and 
technical education (5.1%).426 However, in national 
research in Australia, women were more likely to 
experience economic abuse if they had a lower level 
of education or were unemployed.427

Women’s education in relation to their partner’s was 
also found to be significant. For example, in Vietnam, 
women with less schooling than their husbands had 
higher odds of experiencing economic coercion. 
428 Women with more schooling were more likely to 
experience economic coercion and any other form 
of intimate partner violence, meaning that only 
those with a similar level of education compared to 
their husbands were not at an increased risk.429 

The authors therefore suggested that those with 
more education may pose a ‘threat’ to their 
husband’s masculinity, with men using forms of 
intimate partner abuse and economic coercion 
to reassert their dominance, whilst those with 
comparatively less education may have been 
seen as less of a threat, but were still subject to 
economic coercion.430 This finding was echoed in 
Bangladesh431 and Palestine.432 However, in the 
Philippines, women who were more educated than 
their partner were less likely to report having lost 
a job or source of income due to their husband. 
Women who were uneducated were more likely to 
report a spouse controlling their money or forcing 
her to work.433

In the US, participants who were employed also 
reported lower levels of economic abuse.434 
Evidence form the UK found that 70% of those 
experiencing economic abuse were working 
either full or part-time, although women reporting 
financial abuse were more likely than men to be 
working part-time or to be retired. 435 Men reporting 
financial abuse were more likely to be working full-
time or be unemployed.436 In Malawi, 45% of women 
who experienced economic abuse were self-
employed,437 whilst in Ghana, employed women and 
self-employed men were the least likely to report 
economic abuse.438

However, it is likely that the relationship between 
economic abuse and employment and education 
status is complicated, not least because abusers can 
interfere with employment and education as a form 
of economic abuse. Further research should explore 
this.

Religion
Little evidence was found exploring the prevalence 
of economic abuse among different religious 
groups. This suggests a need for further research on 
religion and prevalence of economic abuse. 

In Zimbabwe, one study found that non-religious 
spouses were more likely to report economic abuse 
than religious spouses.439 In Palestine, two national 
prevalence surveys found that Muslim women 
were more likely than Christian women to report 
economic abuse.440 
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In one study in West Bengal, India, Hindu women 
were more likely to report economic exploitation 
than Muslim women.441 In Nigeria, Protestant 
women were found to be more likely to report 
financial abuse than Catholic women (31.4% 
versus 21.9%).442 In the US, of nine domestic abuse 
organisations surveyed that served Muslim women 
victim-survivors, 65% reported that victim-survivors 
experienced financial abuse.443

Other
Some other information collected during the 
research reviewed here was also relevant to rates of 
prevalence.

Location was included in some research, with 
differences between urban and rural respondents, 
though there was mixed evidence around which 
area may be more likely to report economic abuse. 
For example, in Turkey, 78.7% of those reporting 
economic abuse lived in rural areas, compared to 
21.3% in urban areas.444 Similar results were found 
in Ghana445 and Bangladesh.446 In Jordan, however, 
women in urban areas were more likely to report 
economic abuse (55.2% compared to 44.8).447 
Further research should therefore explore this. 

One study also found that nearly two-thirds of staff 
working in domestic abuse services in the US had 
experienced economic abuse.448 The research also 
highlighted the low pay of staff in the sector, with 
wages either not meeting or only just meeting a 
living wage, depending on if the participant had 
dependents and location, and how this contributed 
to staff burnout and turnover.449 Staff working in 
these services must therefore also be able to access 
support and resources around economic abuse, as 
well as being supported to build financial security. 
Given the high rates of victim-survivors of intimate 
partner violence and economic abuse working in 
domestic abuse services that the research found (as 
well as the long-term impacts of economic abuse 
discussed in the following chapter), supporting staff 
to build their financial security is intrinsically linked 
to building victim-survivors’ economic security. 
This includes through paying a living wage which 
recognises the complexity and importance of the 
work they do,

Perpetrators
Less research was found exploring rates of 
perpetrating economic abuse amongst abusers. 
This section will summarise what is known, including 
demographically, and prevalence rates amongst 
perpetrators. As a large amount of this research 
was concerning the experiences of heterosexual 
women in intimate relationships, where information 
on the perpetrator was included, this was often a 
male.450 However, some research also found that 
family members such as in-laws may perpetrate 
economic abuse alongside male partners.451 
Evidence highlights that perpetrator’s occupations 
were diverse, with Cameron finding a huge range of 
employment types which also included unemployed 
men.452 There were also links found to gambling 
use,453 454or alcohol or drug use.455 456 457 Research 
with victim-survivors of economic abuse, 90% of 
whom were experiencing post-separation abuse, 
highlighted the huge range of ways perpetrators 
can continue to enact economically abusive 
behaviours following the end of a relationship. 458

Some research across Asia and Africa explored 
men’s rates of perpetrating economic abuse. Self-
reported perpetration rates among men ranged 
from: 
• 15.6% to 17.7% in Bangladesh 459 

• 18.2% in Botswana 460 
• 53.2% in Cambodia 461 
• 22.7% in China 462 
• 21.1% in Egypt463 
• between 32.6% and 49.8% in Indonesia 464 
• 50.4% in Laos465 
• 9.9% in Lebanon 466 
• 23.2% in Nigeria 467 
• between 18%468 and 83.7% in Pakistan 469 
• 12.3% in Palestine 470 
• between 52%471 and 55.4% in Papua New Guinea 472 
• 1.5% in South Korea 473 
• 18% in Sri Lanka 474 
• between 14.9%475 and 31.3% in Tanzania 476  
• 41.8% in Uganda. 477  
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Among samples of both men and women, 23% of 
those in family mediation reported perpetrating 
economic abuse.478 Twelve per cent of men and 
8% of women in another study reported having 
perpetrated economically abusive economically 
behaviour.479 It is of note that in many of the studies 
which explored both men’s perpetration and 
women’s victimisation, fewer men reported carrying 
out economically abusive acts than women who 
reported experiencing them. This may speak to 
attitudes around normalisation of abuse,480 and 
has been found elsewhere in research on intimate 
partner violence.481

More research therefore needs to be conducted 
to find out more about intimate partners who 
perpetrate economic abuse. 

Summary
This chapter has summarised the findings around 
global evidence regarding the prevalence of 
economic abuse in the context of intimate partner 
violence (with the full data available in Annex 1). 
Whilst methods of determining the prevalence 
of economic abuse varied significantly across 
the studies identified in this review, the evidence 
demonstrated that, particularly among victim-
survivors, rates of experiencing economic abuse can 
be high. Further work is needed to ensure a range 
of economically abusive behaviours are considered 
when conducting research on prevalence rates. 
Similarly, further work is also needed with a diverse 
range of populations in order to understand how 
prevalence rates and experiences of economic 
abuse may differ. 
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Nature of economic abuse

Economic abuse takes place within 
the context of coercive control. It 
is this environment which makes 
it such an effective tactic, limiting 
women’s economic resources and 
thereby restricting their autonomy 
and space for action.482 Coercive 
control has been described as 
‘central’ to economic abuse, with 
victim-survivors knowing and 
fearing the consequences if they 
challenge a partner.483 Abusers will 
therefore exploit existing economic 
dependence, or seek to create 
economic instability.484 485 
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It has also been noted that experiences of economic 
abuse can be ‘complex and multifaceted’, with 
victim-survivors experiencing some forms of 
economic abuse but not others, or experiencing 
different forms at different times.486 As outlined in 
this chapter, perpetrators of economic abuse can 
also continue, escalate and even begin following the 
end of a relationship. 487 Their actions can therefore 
have a range of long-lasting impacts, which will also 
be explored in this chapter.

Whilst economic abuse may be described as 
being a subtle or invisible form of control, a 
legal participant in one study disagreed with 
this assessment, arguing that perpetrators seize 
opportunities for abuse which are supported by 
structural inequalities, precisely because they are 
so effective.488 It has therefore been argued that 
the attitudes, beliefs and practices which facilitate 
economic violence are often deeply entrenched and 
are closely linked to the cultural, social and religious 
norms of society.489 Similarly, Fawole suggests that 
poverty is a cause and consequence of economic 
violence, and that economic violence results in 
deepening poverty by reducing women’s access to 
independent income.490 Economic abuse is therefore 
gendered, in that women are more likely to 
experience it, and that social and economic systems 
based on men’s control of and right to economic 
assets and power.491 Intersecting identities are also 
significant to experiences of economic abuse, as this 
chapter also explores.

However, there is also the potential for relationships 
to be financially unequal, but with the consent and 
agreement of both parties.492 493 Similarly, Glenn and 
Kutin have argued that context is important around 
whether an act is economically abusive.494

Behaviours of economic abuse
The behaviours of economic abuse found in the 
research were analysed using two understandings: 
Adams and colleagues’ model of restrict and 
exploit,495 and Postmus and colleagues’ model  
of economic exploitation, economic control  
and employment sabotage.496 Table 1 (p39) and 
Table 2 (p40) therefore present examples of 
behaviours found during the review associated with 
these models. Please note that these are examples 
and are not a full list.

However, during the research, it became apparent 
that these categories did not always best suit 
victim-survivors’ experiences found in the evidence. 
Therefore, we recommend that Sharp-Jeffs’ 
conceptualisation497 498 is adopted, which uses 
the categories of economic restriction, economic 
exploitation and economic sabotage. This broadens 
the concept of ‘employment sabotage’ found in 
Postmus and colleagues’ model, recognising that 
perpetrators may sabotage victim-survivors through 
other means. Sharp-Jeffs has argued employment 
sabotage can be understood through restriction 
(as it is in Adams and colleagues’ model), but that 
sabotage through economic resources does not sit 
comfortably within either restriction or exploitation, 
rendering it invisible.499 It also better accounts for 
behaviours which related to employment but were 
not sabotaging, such as forcing a victim-survivor 
to work multiple jobs or more hours (economic 
exploitation). Examples of behaviours associated 
with each method are therefore listed in Table 3 
(p41), though this is not an exhaustive list. 
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Table 1  
Examples of behaviours using economic restriction  
and exploitation

Economic restriction Economic exploitation

• Control over how money was spent
• Requiring permission before a victim can spend 

money
• Making a victim ask for money
• Keeping financial information hidden from the 

victim
• Hiding money
• Preventing access to money needed for 

essentials
• Demanding receipts or change
• Preventing or interfering with employment, 

studying, or other income-generating activities, 
or demanding a victim quit these activities

• Leaving a victim without money
• Withholding or restricting access to belongings 

and economic resources, such as transport or a 
mobile phone

• Preventing access to the family home
• Requiring certain actions (eg sexual acts) before 

giving money
• Giving a victim an allowance
• Preventing a victim from having their own bank 

account, or controlling access to their bank 
account

• Controlling, restricting or preventing access 
to a joint bank account or other joint financial 
products

• Spending their own money however they 
wanted it whilst the victim paid for joint costs or 
essentials

• Making a victim pay for the perpetrator’s bills or 
debts

• Making the victim buy them things
• Stealing or damaging the victim’s belongings or 

property
• Selling a victim’s belongings 
• Borrowing money without paying it back
• Putting liabilities in the victim’s name and assets 

in their own name
• Running up debt in the victim’s name
• Taking out loans or credit without the victim’s 

consent or knowledge, or coercing them to  
do so

• Pressuring the victim to give them their savings 
or other assets

• Making a victim sign financial documents by 
threats or coercion, or without them knowing or 
understanding what they were for

• Dowry-related abuse
• Forced labour, including in the home or a 

business
• Taking money without the victim’s knowledge  

or consent
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Table 2  
Examples of behaviours using economic control, economic 
exploitation and employment sabotage

Economic control Economic exploitation Employment sabotage

• Demanding to know how 
money was spent

• Keeping a victim from having 
money including at all or for 
essentials

• Making important financial 
decisions without the victim

• Hiding money
• Keeping financial information 

hidden
• Making a victim ask or beg 

for money
• Giving a victim an allowance
• Demanding receipts or 

change
• Restricting or deciding how 

money can be spent
• Preventing the victim from 

using her economic resources 
(eg a car, mobile phone)

• Leaving a victim without 
money

• Bank accounts being in the 
perpetrator’s name only

• Requiring certain actions (eg 
sexual acts) before giving 
money or allowing access to 
economic resources

• Borrowing money without 
repaying it

• Taking money without the 
victim’s knowledge or consent

• Paying bills in the victim’s 
name late or not at all

• Spending money needed for 
essentials

• Forcing a victim to pay for 
joint costs or essentials whilst 
spending their own money as 
they wish

• Forcing the victim to give 
them money, bank or credit 
card

• Forced labour at home or in 
a business

• Stealing property or 
belongings

• Refusing to contribute to 
shared expenses

• Selling or pawning 
belongings or property

• Taking out or building up 
debt for gambling, drugs or 
alcohol or other reasons

• Dowry-related abuse
• Taking out loans or credit 

without the victim’s 
knowledge or consent, or 
coercing them to do so

• Demand a victim quit their 
job

• Beat them up to prevent 
them from going to work

• Do things to stop someone 
going to work

• Demanding or threatening to 
make a victim leave work

• Destroying the items 
needed for work (eg 
uniform, computer or other 
equipment)

• Harassing or threatening 
colleagues

• Disrupting the victim whilst at 
work

• Being unreliable around 
or refusing to contribute to 
childcare to prevent work, 
or using children to make a 
victim leave work early

• Preventing access to income-
generating activities

• Escalating abuse before 
important points, eg an 
exam, interview or meeting

• Using household work to 
prevent or limit a victim’s 
ability to work (for example, 
saying they cannot work as 
they have too much work 
within the household to allow 
this)
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Table 3 Examples of behaviours using economic exploitation, 
economic restriction and economic sabotage

Economic restriction Economic exploitation Economic sabotage

• Demanding to know how 
money was spent

• Giving an allowance
• Preventing a victim from 

having or accessing a sole or 
joint bank account (including 
savings)

• Monitoring spending eg 
through a bank account, cash 
or receipts

• Requiring permission before 
spending

• Making financial decisions 
without the victim

• Taking or controlling a 
victim’s access to their 
income or savings

• Bank accounts being in the 
perpetrator’s name only 

• Requiring certain actions (eg 
sexual acts) before giving 
money

• Denying money needed for 
the children

• Denying money for 
healthcare or other essentials

• Preventing access to the 
home

• Controlling or preventing 
access to economic 
resources, such as transport 
or mobile phone

• Making a victim quit their 
work or studies or interfering 
with their ability to work or 
study

• Stealing money, property or 
belongings

• Building up debt in the 
victim’s name, including 
through coercion or fraud

• Making a victim work more 
(eg more hours, multiple 
jobs)

• Forced domestic labour
• Forcing a victim to work 

unpaid (eg in a family 
business)

• Spending their money as they 
want whilst making the victim 
responsible for essentials or 
joint costs

• Not naming a victim on 
assets

• Taking financial assets 
• Demanding dowry or similar 

payments
• Taking bridal gifts
• Making a victim sign financial 

documents by threats or 
coercion, or without them 
knowing or understanding 
what they were for

• Selling the victim’s or 
joint assets without their 
knowledge or consent

• Making a victim pay for items 
to which they do not have 
access (eg housing, items on 
credit)

• Making a victim buy the 
perpetrator things

• Putting liabilities in the victim-
survivor’s name and assets in 
their own name

• Behaviours around romance 
fraud or scams

• Preventing a victim from 
earning an income or 
studying

• Making false accusations to a 
victim’s employer

• Destroying the items 
needed for work (eg 
uniform, computer or other 
equipment)

• Using court processes to 
economically exhaust a 
victim

• Preventing a victim from 
having a fair share to 
financial settlements

• Failing to pay child support in 
full or reliably

• Manipulating how much 
child support is owed

• Damaging or destroying 
belongings or property

• Changing financial products 
(eg mortgages, insurance) 
without the victim’s 
knowledge or consent

• Making a victim pay for 
childcare unnecessarily or 
alone

• Being unreliable with 
childcare to prevent 
employment or education

• Escalating abuse before 
important points eg an exam, 
interview or meeting 

• Incorrectly filing joint taxes 
which could have liabilities 
for the victim-survivor

• Falsely accusing and 
reporting a victim 
fraudulently claiming welfare 
benefits



42

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

Overlap with other forms of abuse
Economic abuse rarely happens in isolation, with 
perpetrators using economically abusive behaviours 
in the context of intimate partner violence and 
coercive control. This section will explore the overlaps 
between economic abuse and other forms of abuse, 
using the headings of the Duluth Power and Control 
Wheel. Using this wheel, in 2008, Sharp developed 
the economic abuse wheel, seen below.500

This wheel highlights how abusers may use 
economic abuse in conjunction with other forms 
of abuse, and these are explored below. There 
was significant evidence linking and supporting 
the overlap of economic abuse and other forms of 
intimate partner violence, including from Australia,501 
Indonesia,502 Jordan,503 Mongolia,504 Pakistan,505  
Sweden,506 Tanzania,507  the UK,508 the US,509 and 
Zambia,510 though this is not an exhaustive list.

Adapted with permission from: DOMESTIC ABUSE 
INTERVENTION PROGRAMS, 202 East Superior 
Street, Duluth, Minnesota 55802, 218-722-2781 
www.theduluthmodel.org

Sharp, N. (2008) ‘What’s yours is mine’  
The different forms of economic abuse  
and its impact on women and children 
experiencing domestic violence, Refuge
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Physical violence
In the economic abuse wheel, physical violence 
forms an outer layer, highlighting that the actual use 
and threat of physical violence helps to reinforce the 
behaviours inside the wheel.511 It is therefore noted 
that physical force may be used to obtain money.512

A relationship between economic and physical 
abuse was also found in Ecuador,513 India,514 
Jordan,515 Palestine,516 the Philippines,517 South 
Africa,518 and the UK,519 though this list is not 
exhaustive. In Turkey, it was found that women 
exposed to economic intimate partner abuse were 
more likely to experience physical violence.520 In the 
US, it was found that 38% of victim-survivors who 
had experienced coerced debt from a perpetrator 
and who disclosed there would be a consequence 
if they refused to take out the loan or credit cited 
a fear of physical consequences, including being 
beaten or killed.521 

Victim-survivors therefore reported physical abuse 
(or threats of it) from their partner: 
• if they asked for money522 523  
• if they refused to give the perpetrator money524 525 

or their wages526 
• if the perpetrator decided they had ‘mismanaged’ 

money527 or if they did not follow the perpetrator’s 
budget or shopping list528 529 

• if they asked for household essentials, 530 531 
refused to buy the perpetrator something532 or 
refused to sell their own goods in order to buy the 
perpetrator something533 

• if they asked for money to repay debts534 
• if they refused to pay a perpetrator’s debt,535 

refused to take out loans or credit for the 
perpetrator’s use,536 or refused to give the 
perpetrator their bank card537 

• to force victim-survivors to ask friends and family 
for money538 

• if there was an inadequate amount of food539 540 or 
money for items such as cigarettes or alcohol.541 542 

Women also reported violence if they challenged 
the abuse,543 as well as being scared to challenge 
it for fear of physical violence544 or deciding not to 
challenge the economic abuse to avoid physical 
assault.545 546 Women whose husbands engaged 
in polygamy also noted that they experienced 
physical abuse if they challenged another partner 
receiving more economic resources.547 548 Physical 
violence from the perpetrator to prevent a victim-
survivor working or looking for work,549 whilst they 
were at work or working from home, 550 551 552  when 
they tried to leave for work,553 554 when they tried to 
study or attend classes,555 556 or if they took part in 
income-generating activities without their partner’s 
permission557 was also reported from victim-
survivors.
 
In Thailand, victim-survivors also shared that the 
perpetrator would use physical abuse if they saw 
them talking to a male colleague or customer.558 
Women also reported assaults following a 
promotion,559 prior to an important job interview,560 
or after passing exams.561 Some women in Ghana 
also reported physical violence if they asked for 
some money which would then allow them to earn 
an independent income, for example through 
selling food or other goods.562 Physical aggression 
to force a victim-survivor to provide money for 
gambling was also reported.563 Research in Australia 
found evidence of physical violence escalating as 
the perpetrator’s gambling problem escalated.564 
Physical abuse following the abuser’s gambling 
losses was also reported.565 One Australian victim-
survivor reported that her husband put all the 
household bills in her name whilst she was in 
hospital recovering from his severe physical assault 
of her.566  

The research also found physical violence related 
to dowry,567 568 including deaths,569 570 as well as 
physical abuse from in-laws alongside dowry 
harassment or forced domestic labour,571 including 
when further demands for dowry were refused by a 
woman.572 Women whose partners had paid lobola 
(a payment made by a groom and his family to the 
bride’s family prior to marriage) to their families also 
reported being physically abused if their parents 
asked for outstanding payments.573 Men who paid 
bride price also shared feelings of entitlement 
around beating wives.574
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Victim-survivors also reported physical violence if 
their methods of resistance against the economic 
abuse were discovered. For example, a woman in 
Anitha’s research in the UK reported being made to 
work in the family store for 8-10 hours a day, whilst 
also caring for children, without pay (this forced 
labour is also referred to elsewhere in the report) .575 
She started to take £10 a day from the till in order 
to be able to afford items for the household, and 
reported when her husband found out, he would 
beat her regularly.576 Physical abuse was also found 
around child support payments.577 578

There was also evidence that police responses to 
economic abuse where there was physical violence 
tended to ignore the non-physical forms of coercive 
control and instead focus on the ‘incident’ of physical 
assault.579 In family courts, it has been found that 
women who reported severe physical abuse were 
around three times as likely to receive a minority 
share of a couple’s property.580 It is therefore vital that 
services have an understanding of how economic 
abuse may be linked to physical violence.

Sexual violence
In the economic abuse wheel, sexual violence is 
also an outer layer, highlighting that the behaviours 
inside the wheel are reinforced by the use and 
threat of sexual violence, and it notes that this can 
include making a victim-survivor perform sexual 
acts for money.581 

In the evidence, it was common that victim-survivors 
experienced both sexual and economic violence. 
For example, in Turkey, it was found that 84.5% 
of women who experienced sexual violence by 
a partner also experienced economic abuse.582 
Similarly, research in Kenya, 583 Palestine 584 and the 
US585 586  found that economic abuse was correlated 
with other forms of abuse, including sexual. 
Research in Mumbai, India found that women were 
more likely to have experienced economic abuse 
if they had also experienced sexual violence in the 
previous 12 months.587 In the UK, women who were 
experiencing financial abuse were found to be 
more likely than men experiencing financial abuse 
to report sexual violence.588 Analysis in the UK of 
media coverage of cases of controlling or coercive 
behaviour that included economic abuse found that 
14% explicitly mentioned sexual abuse.589 

There were a range of behaviours around sexual 
and economic abuse in the literature. This included: 
• perpetrators demanding sex as repayment for 

gifts given590 
• money or essentials being withheld if she did not 

have sex with him591 592 or needing to please him 
sexually in order to access resources593 

• being sexually exploited or forced into sex work for 
money594 595 

• sexual violence used as a punishment for 
spending money596 

• being expected to be available for sex at all times, 
including during working hours.597 

Women in Uganda reported having resorted to 
prostitution in order to provide for their families 
when their police officer husbands did not send 
money home when away for weeks on end. 598 
These women also reported that rejecting sexual 
advances from their husbands led to economic 
abuse, and that they accepted sexual abuse due to 
their economic dependence on men.599 In Ghana, 
economically dependent women also reported that 
sexual violence accompanied economic abuse, 
with women sharing that if they rejected sexual 
advances, they would be left without money for 
essentials.600 Similarly, research in Bangladesh found 
that sexual violence was used as a punishment 
when women challenged the economic abuse.601 
Women also reported being forced to have a 
sexual relationship with men they were living or in 
a relationship with to receive financial support602 or 
forced to have sex after the end of a relationship in 
exchange for alimony.603 

Image-based sexual abuse was also used to 
perpetrate economic abuse, including by using 
images as a form of blackmail, threatening to 
destroy their professional reputation, profiting from 
the image, or women being required to pay huge 
amounts of money to websites hosting the images 
to have them removed.604 Evidence of economic 
abuse was therefore found in 16.9% of 366 news 
articles on cases of ‘non-consensual porn’ in an 
intimate relationship.605 
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Abusers’ use of sexual violence alongside sleep 
deprivation also put women’s employment at risk.606 
Sexual violence was also reported as a tactic to 
stop victim-survivors attending education and 
employment.607 608 Sexual violence and controlling 
access to contraception was also reported as a 
tactic of undermining victim-survivors’ access to 
education and employment.609 

Some victim-survivors also reported that their 
experiences of sexual violence were associated with 
bride price, where their spouse had given money 
to her family.610 It was reported that this led to a 
sense of sexual entitlement and access to women’s 
bodies.611 Rape was also linked to dowry abuse.612613 
The practice of lobola has therefore been linked to 
the spready of HIV/AIDs, with the argument being 
that men who have paid lobola believe they have 
a right to multiple sexual partners, and a woman 
cannot divorce him unless her family repays the 
lobola.614 In addition, there was also evidence that 
women experiencing sexual exploitation felt less 
able to ask their husband to use condoms.615

The overlap between sexual and economic violence 
therefore needs further exploration in order to be 
fully understood.

Intimidation
Behaviours listed under intimidation on the 
economic abuse wheel include destroying property, 
threatening physical violence if money is refused, 
using money as a source of power to threaten 
victim-survivors with, and refusal to pay child 
maintenance.616

Victim-survivors therefore reported being 
intimidated into giving perpetrators money,617 or 
give into economic demands due to the abuse or 
violence they would face otherwise.618 One victim-
survivor reported that her partner refused to pay 
for her car brakes to be fixed.619 Refusing to pay 
off debt in the victim-survivor’s name was also 
noted as a tactic of intimidation.620 With regards to 
child support payments, victim-survivors reported 
perpetrators intimidating them into not requesting 
these,621  feeling concern for their or their children’s 
safety if they asked for more,622 or deciding pursuing 
child support was not worth the response of the 
perpetrator.623

Emotional abuse
In the economic abuse wheel, emotional abuse 
includes telling a victim-survivor she is worthless 
or making her feel worthless (such as by making 
her account for every amount spent, denying 
basic necessities and making her feel ‘cheap’).624 
The overlap between emotional and economic 
abuse in the literature was incredibly common, 
and this relationship was found to be associated 
in a number of studies, including in Australia, 625 
Ecuador,626 India,627  Jordan, 628 Kenya,629  Palestine,630 
the Philippines, 631 Sri Lanka,632 Turkey, 633  the US 634 

and Zimbabwe.635

Women’s financial participation was found to 
be devalued by perpetrators.636 Victim-survivors 
reported being told they were useless with money 
and didn’t deserve any, or were mocked for earning 
less than the perpetrator.637  For male victim-
survivors, the emotional abuse often aligned with 
gendered expectations of male breadwinners, with 
research in the UK finding that male victim-survivors 
were made to feel emasculated if they were not 
the ‘provider’ for the family.638 Victim-survivors also 
reported: 
• being made to feel like a burden when asking 

for basic necessities (with one victim-survivor in 
Trinidad and Tobago reporting the perpetrator 
would agree to buy items but then loudly 
emotionally abuse her whilst in the store)639 

• perpetrators telling them they could not support 
themselves640 

• being lectured about or supervised over spending 
or treated like a child around money641 

• being berated for spending money related to their 
appearance642 

• being belittled when the perpetrator was taking 
money from them643 

• being told they were bad at managing money 
when given a small allowance644 

• being blamed for the abuse645 
• being forced to buy cheap items for themselves 

and their children whilst the perpetrator bought 
expensive goods.646 
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Emotional abuse was used in order to prevent 
or undermine victim-survivors’ efforts around 
education,647 such as: 
• being told they were going to fail before an 

important exam648 649 
• being made to feel guilty for spending time on 

their education instead of their partner or family650 
• being belittled for working in paid employment 

less than the perpetrator when caring for 
children.651 

Similarly, emotional abuse was used to undermine 
women’s employment.652 653 Emotional abuse was 
also reported alongside dowry-related abuse654 and 
forced domestic labour.655

Women also reported not being allowed to use 
items such as beds and being forced to sleep on 
the floor656 or having access to resources limited in 
a way that meant they were embarrassed about 
their appearance.657 There were also reports of not 
being allowed the money for or access to hygiene 
products or access to sanitary products withheld 
as punishment.658 For example, one victim-survivor 
recalled being reprimanded for ‘poor hygiene’ by a 
nurse when she was in hospital immediately after 
giving birth, as the perpetrator would not give her 
money for sanitary products.659 

Isolation
Behaviours of isolation and economic abuse listed 
on the economic abuse wheel include: 
• never giving a victim-survivor money to go 

anywhere or do anything 
• stopping her from working and seeing colleagues
• not allowing her to use the telephone and 

destroying her address book.660 

These and other behaviours were found in the 
literature. 

Victim-survivors were reported being prevented 
from using the phone, particularly migrant women 
who were prevented from talking to family,661 or 
were forced to use the phone on speakerphone 
so the perpetrator could hear their calls.662 One 
victim-survivor also reported not being allowed 
a smart phone which would allow her to talk to 
her family in another country for free using apps, 

therefore having to pay to do so.663 Isolation using 
phones could involve access to phones being 
controlled,664 withholding or damaging phones665 
as well as through perpetrators telling victim-
survivors they had no right to the phone as they 
did not pay the bill.666 Telephone cords were also 
cut and contacts from phones deleted.667 Victim-
survivors also reported having their communications 
and movements monitored through the use of 
mobile phones and technology in a way that led to 
isolation.668 

Income generating and work could also be used 
to isolate victim-survivors. For example, women 
in Papua New Guinea who sold items at the local 
market reported sometimes not being allowed to 
go to market, not being allowed to talk to others 
whilst there or having to come straight home 
afterwards.669 Being prevented from working 
(including through restricting access to transport to 
get to work) also led to isolation, as women were 
unable to socialise with colleagues.670 Migrant 
women also reported not being allowed to work or 
study, which increased isolation alongside limiting 
their economic independence, as well as being 
isolated from financial processes in the country 
they moved to, such as opening a bank account.671 
Perpetrators might therefore limit women’s social 
networks by only allowing them to work, take 
children to and from school and shop for groceries, 
and making women account for their time and 
where they had been, as was reported by Indian 
migrant women living in the US.672 

Access to transportation was also used isolate 
victim-survivors, particularly those in rural areas. It 
was found that perpetrators could move women to 
a rural area alongside limiting access to transport 
(for example, by refusing access to the car or 
draining it of petrol, or there being limited public 
transport options) in order to enforce this isolation.673 
Moving to a rural area often also meant a victim-
survivor would have no or limited opportunities to 
integrate into tight-knit communities, in addition 
to being away from existing friends and family,674 
and could limit work opportunities.675 Mobile phone 
signal in rural areas may also be poor, making it 
even more difficult for victim-survivors to reach 
out.676 
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Victim-survivors who were given a small allowance 
for the week also found it incredibly difficult to 
meet people or go anywhere,677 whilst others 
reported isolation from family and friends through 
the perpetrator making her ask them for money.678 
Socialising with friends could also be trivialised in 
order to justify not being given money to do so, and 
limiting resources which could have an impact on 
physical presentation or hygiene were also noted 
as methods of isolation.679 Isolation therefore limits 
victim-survivors’ ability to leave the abuser by 
restricting her social networks.680

By isolating victim-survivors in conjunction with 
economic abuse, perpetrators severely limit 
women’s social and economic resources for seeking 
support and leaving, making it an effective method 
of abuse.

Minimising, denying and blaming
In the economic abuse wheel, minimising, denying 
and blaming includes perpetrators telling victim-
survivors: 
• that they waste money or will spend it if the 

perpetrator does not look after it
• that she makes him destroy things
• that he only abuses her because she lets him.681 

In some findings, there was also a link here to 
male privilege, with men in Zambia reporting 
that women’s behaviour played a role in men’s 
economic abuse, even amongst those who agreed 
economic abuse was wrong.682 In this research, men 
were reported to see themselves as thinking long-
term, whereas women were seen as irresponsible 
and short-term thinkers, therefore requiring men to 
manage money and resources.683

Further evidence of minimising, denying and 
blaming were found in the research. For example, 
one victim-survivor in Australia reported that when 
she confronted her partner about him taking money 
meant for their business to buy drugs, he blamed 
her for their financial issues.684 

Another victim-survivor shared that when asked her 
partner about the money he had spent, he initially 
denied it, but then blamed her, saying he needed 
something to make him feel better whilst she was 
experiencing post-natal depression.685 Women 
whose partners had gambling issues were also 
found to blame the victim-survivor. They constructed 
their behaviour as a response to the failings of the 
woman, and stated that they gambled because 
of what she wanted. 686 They also denied the 
woman’s status as a victim through intimidation and 
gaslighting.687 This was also found to overlap with 
emotional and physical abuse, with perpetrators 
who gambled blaming victim-survivors for their 
losses.688 Perpetrator’s minimising and denying 
of their behaviours of economic abuse can also 
be linked to the lower rates of men’s self-reported 
perpetration compared to women’s self-reported 
rates of victimisation, as was discussed in the 
chapter on prevalence.

Using children
Behaviours listed under this spoke of the economic 
abuse wheel included: 
• taking welfare payments for children
• taking children’s savings or money
• refusing to pay for necessities for children
• destroying or stealing children’s belongings.689

Throughout the research, victim-survivors shared 
a number of ways in which perpetrators would use 
economic abuse alongside children. This included: 
• refusing to pay for essentials for children, such 

as healthcare for children or whilst women were 
pregnant690

• school fees691 (including religious school fees)692 
• activities693 
• refusing to contribute to the costs of raising 

children.694 

In one study, Mexican migrant women in the US 
described the pain of being unable to clothe and 
feed their children due to economic abuse.695 
Women also shared that perpetrators would take 
welfare payments meant for children,696 697 698 or 
coerce women into having further children to access 
additional payments.699 
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Women also reported physical abuse against 
children if they refused to give the perpetrator 
money700 or having access to children withheld 
unless they paid the perpetrator.701 Children’s 
money, such as pocket money or birthday money, 
was stolen by perpetrators,702 703 as were their 
belongings.704 705 Children were also used as a 
bargaining tool in financial arrangements,706 or told 
by perpetrators that the victim-survivor had taken 
all their money, thereby passing the blame onto 
them.707 

When it came to employment and education, 
perpetrators used children to pressure women into 
quitting work.708 Being unreliable with or refusing to 
contribute to childcare was also an effective way 
of limiting women’s employment and education 
opportunities.709 710 Women reported that the 
perpetrator would abuse the children whilst they 
were at work711 or fearing they would.712 There 
were also reports of the perpetrator refusing to 
care for children whilst the victim-survivor was 
working, meaning they had to pay for childcare.713 
Perpetrators also refused to pay for childcare, 
preventing women from working or studying,714 
or called women whilst at work, falsely claiming 
children were ill.715 

Refusing to pay, or unreliable or missed payments 
of child support, was also a significant way that 
perpetrators could use children alongside economic 
abuse, and this could be used for years post-
separation.716 717 718 Sharp identified this as a form of 
refusing to contribute.719 

Victim-survivors also shared that perpetrators 
would buy treats or expensive gifts for children, 
including when they refused to pay child support 
to the victim-survivor720 721 722 or when they refused 
to pay for essentials.723 Research also showed 
that perpetrators could gift them money or buy 
them junk food at the same time as physically and 
emotionally abusing them.724 In some cases, such 
as with mobile phones or other devices, gifts could 
be used as a means for the perpetrator to contact 
or monitor the victim-survivor post-separation725 726 
or was conditional upon access to the home to set it 
up.727 Research with children found that some were 
aware of their fathers’ use of money and gifts to 
interact with them.728 Perpetrators also bought more 
expensive technology and entertainment products 

for their home in order to encourage children to 
spend more time with them.729

As well as children, animals were also used 
alongside economic abuse. One study with 
women in Uganda found that their livestock was 
sold without their knowledge, impacting their 
ability to earn an income. 730 Research in Canada 
found that respondents whose pets had been 
threatened or actually harmed by a partner were 
significantly more likely to report that their partner 
also damaged or destroyed their possessions or 
property, being prevented from having access to 
family income or being forced to give up money, 
possessions or property. 731 Experiencing financial 
abuse was significantly more common among those 
who also experienced violence towards a pet.732 
One victim-survivor shared that her ex-partner 
threatened to shoot her horses if she did not sign 
over a vehicle to him,733 whilst another reported 
being refused money to seek care for her dog whilst 
it was clearly in pain.734 Abuse of animals was also 
reported when a victim-survivor refused to give 
a perpetrator money or when they were found to 
have spent money.735

Using male privilege
On the economic abuse wheel, examples of male 
privilege include: 
• a perpetrator saying they should have all the 

money as head of the household
• not letting her work
• exploiting women’s existing economic 

disadvantage and making all of the important 
financial decisions.736 

In Ghana, women recognised economic abuse as 
a form of control used by men to make women 
dependent on them and how traditional gender 
roles influenced understanding of economic 
abuse.737 Participants in an Australian study believed 
that male entitlement was an underlying reason 
for economic abuse.738 This use of male privilege 
and gendered expectations in economic abuse 
was found all over the globe. For example, arguing 
over gender roles and money was associated with 
higher levels of  economic abuse in the past year in 
Tanzania.739

Male privilege and traditional gender roles were 
also used to prevent women from working740 and 
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studying,741 particularly when care of children742 
743 and domestic labour744 was involved. Women’s 
caring responsibilities and domestic labour was 
simultaneously unvalued.745 746 747 In Zimbabwe, 
women were found to experience abuse when they 
were more educated than their male partners.748 
Men were also reported as wanting to use their 
financial resources for their own needs and 
desires, including hobbies and their social life,749 
and not wanting to contribute to household costs, 
leaving these for women to cover.750 Meanwhile, 
women’s hobbies and social activities were seen 
as an extravagance or as frivolous in comparison 
to men’s.751 One victim-survivor shared that her 
husband did not support the household beyond 
providing a place for them to live, despite the fact 
that she had no independent financial resources. 
752 She recalled times where, if there was no food 
at home, he would eat at his mother’s home, 
often bringing back food for their child but not the 
victim-survivor.753 Migrant women also reported 
increased violence and abuse if partners lost their 
status as breadwinner and resented women for 
bringing money in.754 Rigid gender roles were also 
found to be influential in relationships where male 
perpetrators used gambling.755 Men’s control of 
women and the household finances was therefore 
often seen as natural,756 757 and abuse supported the 
lack of equal decision making between men and 
women.758

There were also links to emotional abuse here, 
with women being told by male partners that they 
were useless with money.759 Women in one study 
in Indonesia reported that men shifted the blame 
for economic difficulties onto them.760 Women also 
shared that they were reluctant to question financial 
decisions for fear of questioning their partner’s 
masculinity.761 

In research with older couples, women reported 
that they might be trusted with routine household 
shopping, but needed permission for larger or less 
routine purchases, such as new clothing, but that 
their husbands did not discuss large purchases with 
them.762 

For example, one woman shared that she had 
to ask for additional money for a coat or shoes 
for the children, whilst her husband had bought 
a car without consulting her.763 This was also 
found elsewhere in couples of other ages, such 
as in Bangladesh,764 and gender stereotypes 
were thought to be significant in young people’s 
understanding of money management by 
practitioners.765 

Victim-survivors reported that socialisation and 
conditioning around gender and money left 
them without financial skills and thus vulnerable 
to economic abuse,766 or that gendered role 
expectations left them thinking a man controlling 
money was normal767 or facilitated economic 
exploitation.768 It is therefore incredibly important 
to acknowledge that economic abuse takes place 
in systems of unequal and gendered socialisation 
and access to money, including the gender pay 
gap and beliefs about traditional gender roles in 
relationships.

The above demonstrates how significant gendered 
roles can be in perpetuating economic abuse and 
that whilst men can and do experience economic 
abuse, women are disproportionately impacted 
by economic violence in the context of coercive 
control.769 Further research is required which 
explores the use of male privilege, particularly 
alongside the use of other existing inequalities.

Coercion and threats
Examples of coercion and threats on the economic 
abuse wheel included: 
• perpetrators threatening to deny women access to 

economic assets (such as the home and car)
• saying that if she leaves, he will not provide any 

money for her or the children.770 

As noted earlier, economic abuse takes place in the 
context of coercive control, creating an environment 
of fear and control for victim-survivors. Economic 
power in itself can therefore be used as a threat.771 
In her research, Branigan noted that economic 
abuse was regularly played out through threats 
and coercion.772 Physical violence is therefore 
unnecessary in order to make victim-survivors 
comply.773
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Perpetrators could threaten not to provide money 
or economic resources.774 Threats around debt, 
such as a perpetrator refusing to pay towards 
joint debt or creating debts in joint accounts or 
utilities, were also found.775 Coercion was also 
found to be key to the perpetration of coerced 
debt, as well as threats against the victim-survivor 
and her children, including around withholding 
access to food or using her immigration status.776 
Women also reported threats or coercion which 
discouraged them from seeking child support,777 778 
779 and encouraged them to seek welfare payments 
they were not eligible for780 and to stop working 
and studying.781 782 One victim-survivor in Ethiopia 
reported that these threats went beyond her, with 
her husband coming to her shop to threaten both 
her and her customers in order to stop her from 
earning an income by selling goods.783  Threats were 
also reported around dowry abuse, and harassment 
for a full or further payments of dowry.784  Divorce 
could also be used as a threat, particularly for 
migrant women.785

Perpetrators also used coercion and threats 
to ensure they had funds they could use for 
gambling.786 787 They also threatened to withhold 
access to economic resources. For example, 
a victim-survivor in Australia shared that her 
ex-partner threatened to have her electricity 
disconnected if she did not allow him access to 
the children, even though they did not wish to see 
him.788 Similarly, perpetrators threatened to take the 
children and prevent the victim-survivor from seeing 
them alongside economic abuse. 789 Victim-survivors 
also reported that perpetrators made threats 
involving family pets if they did not meet economic 
demands,790 as well as threats to kill the victim-
survivor herself.791

Other forms
The research also found evidence of economic 
abuse being used alongside other forms of abuse 
not included in the Duluth Power and Control Wheel. 
These are explored below. 

Use of immigration status
Evidence was found which highlighted how 
perpetrators would use women’s insecure 
immigration status alongside economic abuse. 

In South Korea, refugee and migrant women faced 
intensified vulnerability due economic hardships 
upon resettlement792 and often increased financial 
dependence on perpetrators. Those with limited 
ability to speak the language were also at risk 
of being forced to sign documents they did not 
understand793 and faced additional barriers to 
finding accurate information and support.794 Legal 
practitioners noted that it was this lack of financial 
security and support which often influenced victim-
survivors’ decisions around whether to leave the 
perpetrator or not.795 Undocumented migrant victim-
survivors are at an even further increased risk.796 
In the UK, two-thirds of migrant women victim-
survivors had experienced economic abuse from a 
partner.797

Migrant women have shared reluctance to report 
abuse for fear they will be deported.798 Migrant 
women also often have no access to welfare 
benefits, social security or healthcare.799 Similarly, 
for migrant victim-survivors in the UK, having ‘no 
recourse to public funds’ leaves them without access 
to support. A review into the death of a woman 
with no recourse to public funds found that she 
had no source of independent income, had been 
refused for support from the local council due to her 
immigration status, and that the perpetrator had 
also threatened to send her back to her country of 
origin.800 

Migrant women therefore were reported to 
experience various forms of abuse which involved 
both their immigration status and economic abuse. 
This included threats to send women ‘back’ and 
cancel visas if they did not do what their husbands 
asked, including: 
• taking out credit cards801 802 
• having all earnings taken from them803 
• being sent back to a country to care for family and 

causing victim-survivors to lose their job804 
• giving them their welfare benefit payments805 
• being forced to do all housework806 
• living off a tiny allowance807 
• not allowing or letting women know they could 

open bank accounts808 
• not allowing them to claim benefits in their 

name809 
• being imprisoned in the home.810 
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There was also evidence of perpetrators resident 
in other countries taking dowry payments and 
then abandoning wives, revoking their visas, 
and divorcing them without their knowledge or 
consent.811  812 813 Perpetrators also demanded 
further dowry payments following marriage, and 
withdrew sponsorship for visas if these demands 
were not met.814 815 It has also been noted that, for 
Indian women who move to Australia, this move 
takes away legal protections that criminalise dowry 
and require any payments to be returned after 
separation for up to seven years.816 Immigration 
documents were also withheld, and women’s 
names were withheld from tenancy agreements, 
bills and bank accounts.817 Visa applications were 
also sabotaged.818 Post-separation, there was 
evidence that perpetrators would report women to 
immigration departments for years afterwards with 
the aim of having them deported.819

Often, the use of immigration status overlapped with 
other forms of abuse, such as through institutions 
(explored below). For example, in Australia, one 
victim-survivor’s husband provided her with 
incorrect information about his income, which 
meant she then provided inaccurate information to 
the social security agency. 820 

This caused her to later incur a large debt and the 
perpetrator threatened to cancel her visa, which 
he was sponsoring, if she told anyone about it.821 
Perpetrators also used children. A participant in 
Ulbrick’s research described a situation in which a 
woman was deceived into leaving her baby behind 
when she and her husband migrated to Australia. 
822 The child was then used as a means of control 
to keep the woman in the relationship and working 
in the family pharmacy business without pay (even 
though the perpetrator required her pharmaceutical 
license in order to open), as well as being forced 
into significant debt.823 Perpetrators also used 
sexual violence and isolation. One victim-survivor in 
Australia shared that, after marriage, her husband 
demanded further dowry from her family and, 
when they were unable to pay this, forced her to 
engage in ‘humiliating’ behaviours to ‘earn it’.824 He 
also broke her phone to prevent her from contacting 
her family and took all of her salary when he finally 
allowed her to get a job.825

The use of immigration status is therefore an 
incredibly powerful means of control, which 
perpetrators can use against women, making them 
feel as if they have no choices.826 The overlap with 
economic abuse needs to be explored further.

Using legal and institutional processes
Another common form of abuse that victim-
survivors reported was the use of legal and 
institutional processes in order to carry out economic 
abuse. This has been referred to as institutional 
abuse827 and includes abuse through government 
agencies (such as those responsible for child 
support or welfare benefits) and court systems. Like 
many other tactics of abuse, this was found globally.

Victim-survivors also reported that perpetrators 
would use welfare benefits as part of the economic 
abuse. During the relationship, this could include: 
• forcing a victim-survivor to claim benefits to which 

they were not entitled828 
• preventing a victim-survivor from attending 

mandatory appointments around welfare benefits, 
which could lead to sanctions829 

• taking all of the benefits.830 

In the UK, many noted that the payment of welfare 
benefit Universal Credit is made into one bank 
account (whether this is one person’s individual 
account or a joint account) as standard. This raises 
concerns for victim-survivors of economic abuse, 
as well as reinforcing gendered practices of money 
management.831 More generally, post-separation, 
perpetrators were found to have reported victim-
survivors for benefit fraud (for example, by reporting 
they were living with a new partner, or reporting 
the fraud they had made them commit during the 
relationship) in order to halt their payments,832 and 
disputing or claiming benefits to which the victim-
survivor was actually entitled (such as those for the 
main carer of children)833. In Australia, perpetrators 
could also use the ‘couple rule’ post-separation. 
Sleep shared an example of a perpetrator using 
his ex-partner’s address on documents without her 
knowledge, resulting in her owing social security 
debt of over $50,000.834 Perpetrators could also 
report migrant women for benefit fraud, leaving 
them even more vulnerable.835 
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Abusers also hid documents, which could hinder 
women seeking employment836 or from accessing 
welfare benefits, 837 as well as acting as a form 
of blackmail to let a perpetrator know where the 
victim-survivor was post-separation.838 In the UK, 
1 in 5 victim-survivors reported that perpetrators 
retained their legal documentation (such as a 
passport or driving license) after they left the abuser. 
839  In addition to welfare benefits, victim-survivors 
reported perpetrators forcing them to falsify tax 
returns, which impacted on what and how much 
they were entitled to,840 as well as having the 
consequence of having committed tax fraud. 

Family laws, which govern marriage, divorce, child 
custody, guardianship, adoption and inheritance, 
include provisions which discriminate against 
women in many parts of the world.841 Similarly, 
there are significant legal barriers to women’s 
land ownership and access to inheritance globally, 
and this can be further influenced within countries 
by religion.842 Whilst these laws and systems will 
differ, that women have inferior rights compared 
to men (or none at all) has been described as near 
universal.843 

These systems therefore formalise economic abuse 
carried out by perpetrators. Similarly, Oxfam states 
that 153 countries have laws which discriminate 
economically against women, with 18 allowing a 
husband to forbid his wife from working.844 The 
World Bank found that 178 countries maintain legal 
barriers to women’s full economic participation.845

Often set against a backdrop of this broader 
discrimination, there was significant evidence 
around perpetrators using various court systems to 
economically abuse victim-survivors, particularly 
post-separation. This was also described as 
litigation or paper abuse. This often involved 
delaying cases (such as by failing to attend court) 
and vexatiously prolonging cases,846 which could 
have huge consequences for victim-survivor’s 
finances,847 or the use of multiple cases.848 
Perpetrators could also make counter-allegations of 
abuse to delay proceedings.849 In divorce courts, this 
could involve demanding a payment or that a victim 
forfeits economic or property rights in exchange 
for divorce,850 or coercing or pressuring a victim-
survivor into agreeing settlements, including taking 
an unfair financial settlement.851 852 

Perpetrators also: 
• delayed property negotiations or settlements853 
• stopped access to joint property854 855 
• prevented victim-survivors from having property in 

settlements due to it being only in the perpetrator’s 
name856 

• pressured victim-survivors into dropping 
settlement proceedings857 

• did not disclose their full financial assets during 
proceedings, for example, with the aim of 
reducing the amount owed to a victim-survivor.858 
859 

With regards to children and family courts, 
perpetrators could again instigate prolonged 
custody cases or use custody as a bargaining chip 
for unfair settlements.860 Payments of bride price 
and lobola could also be used to argue that the 
perpetrator should have custody of children.861 

Evidence also highlighted that perpetrators would 
hire expensive legal representation, at a time 
when victim-survivors often reported being forced 
to self-represent862 or going into debt in order 
to afford their own legal representation. 863 This 
continued the economic abuse that the perpetrator 
carried out during the relationship. Perpetrators 
hiring aggressive legal representatives was also 
a common issue.864 One victim-survivor in New 
Zealand reported that her ex-partner flew in a 
team of legal experts from the US specifically to 
represent him when she was self-representing.865 
Regarding migrant women, it was also reported 
that perpetrators instigated legal proceedings in 
countries where victim-survivors had little or no 
understanding of the processes, were unaware 
proceedings had been started, or were unable 
to get a visa to visit.866 This also prevented victim-
survivors from having an opportunity to reclaim their 
dowry,867 and perpetrators were also reported to 
keep dowry and stridhan following separation.868 

Along with states and communities, religious 
institutions shape the formation of partnerships and 
family life through laws and policies, and provide 
opportunities for abusers to exert further control.869 
For example, perpetrators were reported to use 
religious systems to delay or deny divorces, or use 
these to blackmail women.870 
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It has also been noted that in Sharia law, men can 
refuse to grant a talaq (divorce) and, in these cases, 
a woman may be granted a khula divorce, whereby 
she gives him something in return for the divorce, 
which may often be returning any dowry paid.871 
Further work is therefore needed to understand how 
abusers can use religious institutions to perpetrate 
economic abuse.

Women reported that their ex-partner used court 
systems to ensure that victim-survivors received 
as little money as possible,872 with their financial 
resources exhausted by proceedings.873 Victim-
survivors also reported huge impacts on their 
employment and careers,874 due to the large 
amounts of time that court cases required,875 
particularly if forced to self-represent.876 Whilst cases 
were ongoing, victim-survivors were also forced to 
remain with perpetrators.877 

Research found that harm to finances during 
legal proceedings around domestic abuse was 
associated with symptoms of PTSD and depression, 
as well as being economically worse off.878

Economic abuse through child support was a 
commonly reported form of post-separation abuse 
found in the literature around the world (explored 
further elsewhere in the report). Victim-survivors 
reported that perpetrators would ignore orders to 
pay support879 or pay less than ordered.880  They 
could manipulate how much they were required 
to pay by hiding money, quitting jobs or working 
for cash,881 falsifying earnings or transferring 
assets (including businesses) in other people’s 
names,882 or not completing tax returns,883 thereby 
impacting how much agencies deemed they should 
pay. Linked to the use of courts explored above, 
perpetrators were also found to use child contact 
and custody arrangements to lower the amount 
they were due to pay or ensure they did not have 
to pay child support at all, but would fail to fulfil 
these arrangements.884 Evidence was also found of 
perpetrators threatening to withdraw child support 
depending on the outcomes of legal proceedings, 
including custody.885 Perpetrators also appealed the 
amount they were required to pay, leaving women 
uncertain about how much they would receive, if 
any at all.886 

Research also found perpetrators owing huge 
amounts of child support to victim-survivors, with 
little action taken by agencies.887 These behaviours 
led Natalier to describe interference with child 
support payments by perpetrators as ‘state 
facilitated economic abuse’.888

Perpetrators’ use of these systems therefore means 
it is absolutely vital that those working within these 
systems are aware of and have the ability to 
recognise and respond to economic abuse. 

Spiritual abuse
There was little evidence around the overlap of 
economic and spiritual abuse, suggesting that 
this is an area that requires more exploration. For 
example, eight women in a financial literacy pilot 
programme reported experiencing spiritual abuse, 
and all had experienced economic abuse.889

Of the little discussion that existed around spiritual 
and economic abuse, this involved Jewish women, 
and particularly Orthodox Jewish women. This 
included: 
• husbands using the Get (Jewish divorce) process 

as a way to prolong the civil court divorce process
• a husband refusing to pay for Jewish school for 

children or for shul (a term used by Orthodox Jews 
to refer to their house of worship – refusing to pay 
could prevent a woman from being able to attend 
service, therefore causing great spiritual harm)

• losing the physical Jewish marriage contract
• refusal to keep the kitchen kosher, which could 

require a laborious process to correct, with some 
feeling that buying new dishes, utensils or other 
items was required in order for it to be kosher 
again.890 

Similarly, one Jewish victim-survivor reported 
that her husband would not allow her to buy 
the yeast and flour needed to bake and then 
separate challah. 891 This prevented her from being 
able to take part in one of the special religious 
commandments assigned to women.892
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Duration of economic  
abuse and life stages
With regards to the duration of experiences of 
economic abuse, there was less evidence around 
this, but what there was suggested that economic 
abuse can last for many years. As explored in the 
next section, perpetrators can also continue this 
form of abuse following the end of a relationship. 

In South Africa, data from clients of a domestic 
abuse service showed that the average period of 
experiencing economic abuse was 4.3 years.893 In 
Malawi, victim-survivors were asked if the abuse 
had occurred once, two to five times, or was 
ongoing, with 39.3% reported that it was ongoing.894 
In the UK, 25% of those who had experienced 
economic abuse responding to one survey reported 
that it had been going on for five or more years, 
whilst 23% said it lasted for between one and two 
years. 895 

Men were more likely than women to say it had 
lasted for less than six months and women were 
more likely than men to say it had lasted for five 
years or more.896 A previous study in the UK had 
similar results, with women disproportionately likely 
to report the abuse lasting for longer than five 
years, and with women reporting a mean length of 
abuse of 2.8 years compared to 1.8 for men.897 This 
suggests that women are more likely than men to 
experience economic abuse as part of a long-term 
pattern of coercive and controlling behaviour. 

Regarding economic abuse and overlap with 
key life stages, victim-survivors reported that 
the abuse often began or escalated with these 
stages. This included moving in together, marriage, 
or pregnancy or the birth of a baby. These are 
therefore often times where a significant (and 
potentially expensive) commitment has been made 
or, in the case of birth, where a woman’s earnings 
often decrease and she may be more socially 
isolated. Research in the UK found that victim-
survivors felt that financial control was the first form 
of abuse they experienced and tended to increase 
over time, with one woman saying: ‘the first feature 
of control was financial… he never considered me as 
a financial equal, he always made sure that I spent 
more money than him’.898

Others reported that the abuser used economic 
abuse from the start of the relationship. For 
example, victim-survivors in the UK spoke about 
how, at the beginning of the relationship, the abuser 
would regularly give them gifts, but this stopped, 
often when the relationship became more serious. 
899The abuser would later want the money they had 
spent back and use the gifts as a way to manipulate 
women.900 In another study, 17% of victim-survivors 
in the UK reported that the perpetrator was 
economically abusive from the beginning of the 
relationship.901 

Between 16% and 25% of victim-survivors in the UK 
reported the perpetrator began using economic 
abuse when they moved in with their partner, with 
women more likely to report this than men.902 903 

Most young adults in Australia also identified this 
as a time when the economic abuse began, with 
one sharing that her partner insisted on managing 
money and bills as it was ‘less stress’ for her, but he 
refused to relinquish control when she requested 
following giving birth.904

In Kenya, one study found that 90% reported the 
perpetrator began using financial abuse when 
they got married, and only 10% prior to this.905 
Similarly, women in Uganda who had experienced 
abuse from partners who were also police officers 
reported that the abuse began following marriage, 
particularly being prevented from working once they 
were married.906 For example, one woman said:

“I have a diploma and my husband married 
me when I was working. When I started staying 
with him, he told me that if I leave this place to 
go and work, I should not return to his home. I 
have requested my sister and his friends to talk 
to him but he has insisted that I stay home, yet 
he does not give me money… It is my daughter 
who buys for me clothes.”907

Between 12% and 15% of victim-survivors in the UK 
reported the perpetrator started being economically 
abusive when they got married.908 909
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Reports of the abuse beginning or escalating during 
pregnancy or following birth were also common,910 
911 with this representing a time when women might 
have fewer resources and become more dependent 
on partners.912 Seven per cent of victim-survivors 
in the UK reported the perpetrator starting to use 
financial abuse when they had children (though 
women were significantly more likely than men to 
report abuse beginning after having children).913 For 
example, one victim-survivor reported that when 
she had been working, the perpetrator had ‘always’ 
called it  ‘”our money”’, but when she stopped 
paid work following having children and became 
economically reliant on him, his income ‘changed to 
“his money”’.914 

For another woman, her partner’s control of money 
began during her first pregnancy and escalated 
during the second, and, despite being ill throughout 
her first pregnancy, she continued to work full-time 
as her partner treated her as a ‘financial drain’.915 
He controlled her access to money, and refused 
to give her money for sanitary products, leading 
a nurse to reprimand her for ‘poor hygiene’ when 
she was unable to buy sanitary pads shortly after 
giving birth.916 In the UK, a victim-survivor reported 
that all of the abuse she experienced, including 
economic, escalated when she was pregnant, and 
believed that this was due to her being at her most 
vulnerable.917 Another woman reported using her 
life savings to pay for everyday essentials and bills 
during her maternity leave whilst her partner kept 
his earnings hidden.918 Similarly, one victim-survivor 
in Australia reported that her partner escalated the 
abuse in response to the increased government 
support payments she received following the birth 
of their child.919 In Tanzania, some women reported 
experiencing economic violence only after giving 
birth and not during pregnancy.920 

Later life stages may also be significant. In the UK, 1% 
of victim-survivors reported economic abuse began 
when they retired. 921 Concerns about perpetrators 
interfering with victim-survivors’ access to their 
pension funds have also been raised, for example 
through perpetrators coercing victim-survivors  to 
opt-out of pensions savings or denying them control 
over these,922 or coercing them to ‘cash in’ retirement 
savings.923 

Economic abuse can also limit victim-survivors’ 
ability to save for retirement, or the amount of 
superannuation a victim-survivor is entitled to (for 
example, due to breaks in employment or fewer 
working hours linked to caring responsibilities), and 
financial settlements may also impact pensions.924 925

Other life events may also be significant. In the UK, 
6% to 8% of victim-survivors reported that the abuser 
began being economically abusive when they first 
got a joint bank account, with more men reporting 
the abuse started at this point.926 927 Nine percent 
also reported that the abuse began when they 
bought a home with their partner, and 3% when they 
experienced a fall in their income.928 

There was also evidence of economic abuse 
beginning when a victim-survivor migrated or 
moved to another country. For example, a woman 
who took part in research in Australia had moved 
from the UK to Australia, and noted that this is when 
her husband began to financially control her.929 This 
finding was also echoed by a lawyer in Ulbrick’s 
research.930 This can leave a victim-survivor even 
more vulnerable, being in a new country where 
they might not know of any options around support 
or reporting, their legal rights, or even speak the 
language. 

Post-separation economic abuse
In his writing on coercive control, Stark observed 
that economic abuse is a form of ‘structural abuse’ 
which does not depend on physical proximity.931 This 
means that it can continue, escalate and even begin 
post-separation, when other means of abuse may 
not be possible due to physical distance.932 933

Experiences of post-separation economic abuse 
were therefore common and found globally, 
including in Australia,934, Canada,935 Ecuador,936 
India,937 Israel,938 Italy,939 Mexico,940 New Zealand,941 
South Africa,942 Spain,943 Sweden,944 Switzerland,945 
the UK,946 the US,947 Timor-Leste,948 Turkey,949 
Uganda950 and Zanzibar.951  This is not an exhaustive 
list, but serves to demonstrate how widespread 
post-separation economic abuse is. 



56

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

One study even noted that this abuse could continue 
after the perpetrator had died, through the debt 
they had built up in the victim-survivor’s name whilst 
alive.952 Some research also suggested that women 
from higher socio-economic groups may experience 
more post-separation economic abuse, particularly 
around court and litigation, as their partners had 
more economic tools to continue the abuse, such as 
through paying for legal representation.953

In a UK survey, 24% reported experiencing economic 
abuse after separating from their partner. 954 Eight 
per cent stated their ex-partner had damaged or 
stolen their property, 6% said their ex-partner had 
spent money from a joint account without consent 
and 6% said they had refused to pay child support.955 

Only 53% of those who experienced economic abuse 
said it had stopped when the relationship ended.956 
Six per cent said the perpetrator began using 
economic abuse after the end of the relationship.957 
This is echoed by a previous UK survey finding, 
where 25% of women and 21% of men reported 
post-separation financial abuse, with 42% of those 
experiencing post-separation abuse reporting the 
abuser had not been financially abusive during 
the relationship.958 Similarly, in a study during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 90% of respondents to a 
survey for UK victim-survivors of economic abuse 
were experiencing post-separation abuse.959 In 
longitudinal research with women who accessed 
a domestic abuse service in London, 53% reported 
control of financial resources by the abuser following 
the end of the relationship,960 and another study 
with victim-survivors found that 76% reported post-
separation domestic abuse, with 23% experiencing 
financial abuse from their ex-partner.961 Research 
in Spain and Italy also found that the end of the 
relationship seldom meant the end of financial 
abuse.962

In the US, a study of victim-survivors accessing a 
housing programme found that between 18% and 
32% reported post-separation financial abuse over 
the 24 months the study followed them.963 Similarly, 
though a smaller sample, 17 of the 22 women in one 
study in the US reported that their ex-partner used 
economic abuse post-separation.964 

Another study noted that ‘a large percentage’ of 
women victim-survivors going through child custody 
cases experiencing financial abuse, including 
financial ruin (61%).965 Meanwhile, in a Canadian 
study of gay men experiencing domestic abuse, 
around 30% reported experiencing economic abuse 
post-separation, and this form of abuse was noted 
to be the most common form of abuse during the 
separation phase.966 

One study in Australia found that whilst all of the 
women reported that the physical and sexual 
violence ceased following separation, the economic 
abuse often continued.967 

Methods of post separation economic abuse from 
the abuser described by victim-survivors found in 
the research therefore included:
• Damaging or stealing property or belongings
• Preventing access to property or belongings
• Interfering with employment or education, such 

as harassing the victim-survivors or co-workers 
whilst at work, being unreliable with childcare or 
blocking childcare arrangements to prevent work 
or study

• Not paying child support regularly or reliably, or 
not in full

• Manipulating the amount of child support paid (eg 
through misreporting of earnings or quitting jobs)

• Refusal to pay alimony, paying it unreliably or 
manipulating the amount paid

• Using physical violence, coercion or threats in 
response to child support requests

• Using the court system (including divorce or 
family courts), for example repeatedly bringing 
cases, delaying hearings or otherwise leading to 
excessive court costs for victim-survivors 

• Using fear to coerce victim-survivors into unfair 
financial settlements

• Refusal to comply with court orders, including 
protection or financial orders, or around 
transferring property or goods into the victim-
survivor’s name

• Prolonging or blocking the sale of joint property
• Taking joint property
• Seeking child custody or increased contact to 

avoid having to pay child support, pay less, or 
make victim-survivors pay child support
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• Making victim-survivors pay for essentials for with 
the children whilst in the perpetrator’s care

• Refusing to pay previously agreed upon costs, 
such as the rent or mortgage, or costs around 
children

• Discontinuing payments for insurance or changing 
policies, including property, car or health insurance 

• Reporting victim-survivors for welfare benefit 
fraud, including falsely and after making them 
claim benefits which they were not entitled to

• Claiming benefits that the victim-survivor is 
entitled to, such as child benefit

• Refusal to give back dowry, stridhan or marriage 
gifts

• Creating debt in the victim-survivor’s name
• Refusal to pay joint debts
• Refusing to agree to hardship agreements or 

changes to joint debts or mortgages, or changing 
these without the victim-survivor’s knowledge or 
consent

• Creating arrears in joint utility accounts 
• Demanding or taking money
• Spending money from joint accounts without 

consent
• Coercing or threatening a victim-survivor to allow 

access to bank accounts, or accessing accounts 
without the victim-survivor’s knowledge or consent

• Transferring money into the victim-survivor’s bank 
account in order to leave messages for them

• Monitoring a victim-survivor’s spending, such as 
through their bank account

• Taking a victim-survivor’s pension or 
superannuation

 
These experiences led Glinski to develop the post-
separation economic power and control wheel.968 
This uses segments which appear on the original 
power and control wheel,969 such as coercion and 
threats, using harassment and intimidation and 
using children, but also introduces new segments, 
including (ab)using court processes, manipulating 
institutions and banking. These are surrounded by 
two outer layers: consequences of abuse (such as 
inhibited employment and education, bankruptcy 
and a damaged credit file) and the ongoing fear of 
abuse from an ex-partner.970 

This therefore contributes to a deeper 
understanding of abusers’ use of post-separation 
economic abuse.

The forms of post-separation economic abuse listed 
above were all found in the literature, but this is by 
no means an exhaustive list of how perpetrators 
can use economically abusive behaviours post-
separation. Many also involve other agencies or 
institutions, such as banks, family court, welfare 
benefit and child support agencies, highlighting how 
crucial it is that these organisations are aware of 
economic abuse, can recognise it and can respond 
to it.

Attitudes to economic abuse
This section of the report summarises what was 
found about attitudes and awareness of economic 
abuse, including within victim-survivors and the 
general public.

Victim-survivors
Research found that victim-survivors might not 
name the abuse they experienced as economic 
or financial, instead describing behaviours.971 972 In 
the UK, surveys found that the majority of victim-
survivors of economic abuse did not recognise it 
as such from the outset,973 with women found to 
be slightly less likely than men to recognise it as 
abuse.974 Over half of victim-survivors of economic 
abuse were not aware they were experiencing it 
before coming into contact with domestic abuse 
services975 and a survey with young women found 
nearly two-thirds of those who experienced financial 
abuse did not think they had.976 Similarly, in Australia, 
female clients going through legal processes 
were reported to be reluctant to understand their 
experiences as economic abuse and as deliberate 
behaviour by their partner, rather than just how 
things were.977 Sixty seven per cent in one study 
were unable to identify financial abuse until after 
they sought professional support for the wider 
abuse.978 Victim-survivors were also found not to 
recognise the links between problem gambling and 
economic abuse, in addition to not understanding 
the economic side as abusive.979 
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Victim-survivors in Canada also reported not 
recognising the abuse as such whilst it was 
ongoing.980 This may be due to the non-physical 
nature of the abuse,981 how normalised abuse 
may become,982 cultural differences and societal 
norms,983 or the often private or gendered nature 
of household money management984 985 However, it 
was noted that these gendered expectations have 
an impact that reaches far beyond victim-survivors 
and into the wider population’s understanding 
and management of money.986 Gendered norms 
and behaviours were therefore found to be 
important to victim-survivors’ understanding of 
economic abuse in a number of countries, such as 
Australia,987 Bangladesh,988  Ghana,989 Guatemala,990 
Indonesia,991 Israel,992 Kenya,993 Lebanon,994 Mali,995 
New Zealand,996 Papua New Guinea,997 South 
Africa,998 Tanzania999, Thailand,1000 the UK,1001 the 
US,1002 and Zambia.1003 Similarly, research in the UK 
found that both domestic abuse services clients and 
staff had difficulty in presenting a specific definition 
of economic abuse.1004

Bagshaw and colleagues noted that men and 
women’s accounts of what constituted economic 
abuse differed. For example, men would experience 
women claiming financial support from them 
as abusive, whilst women would often describe 
abuse within the context of other forms of violence, 
such as physical or emotional abuse.1005 Similarly, 
women described financial harms in terms of legal 
costs, loss of property, loss of possessions due to 
damage or theft, being liable for debt repayments, 
non-receipt of child support, and being unable to 
work.1006 Men, however, named financial harms 
as loss of money through legal costs, property 
settlement and paying child support, as well as 
loss of employment due to stress of separation.1007 
This difference in how economic abuse may be 
conceptualised between men and women was also 
found in the UK, where men were found to be more 
likely to give examples of non-abusive behaviours 
when asked to share experiences of economic 
abuse, such as ‘frivolous spending’, their female 
partner not being good at money management or 
not having enough for hobbies after contributions to 
household expenses. 1008 1009 

Similar to the Australian research, women were 
more likely to describe being prevented from 
getting a job, being prevented from having control 
or access to money, or being prevented from being 
able to afford basic essentials.1010 1011 In one study,  
when asked to describe the financial abuse they 
had experienced, more of the examples from men 
were found not to be financially abusive, (43% were 
found not to be financial abuse, compared to 11% 
of the examples from women).1012 One man even 
disclosed that he had perpetrated financial abuse 
towards his ex-wife.1013 This again suggests that  
understandings and attitudes around economic 
abuse may be gendered. The reasons behind 
why this might be and the impact it may have (for 
example, on the people and organisations that 
victim-survivors and perpetrators come into contact 
with) therefore requires further exploration.

General public
Evidence here highlighted a low awareness of 
economic abuse and whether it was considered 
a form of abuse. In India, participants were asked 
what constituted as domestic abuse, with economic 
abuse receiving the lowest endorsement (63.8%, 
compared to 75% for verbal abuse and 67.5% for 
emotional abuse).1014 In Turkey, economic abuse was 
often listed last if at all in interviews with women,1015 
though another study reported high agreement 
that economically abusive behaviours indicated 
abuse.1016 In Algeria, 100% of women taking part 
in one survey felt that a husband had a right to 
take his wife’s salary.1017 In research with pregnant 
women in Malaysia, economic abuse was the least 
recognised form of abuse.1018 However, in Zanzibar, 
neglect was found as the second most named form 
of abuse by community members.1019 A general 
population survey in Nigeria found that denying a 
partner access to money or basic resources was the 
measure most commonly agreed to be abusive.1020 
In India, one study found that perceiving an act as 
economically abusive could vary hugely, with 84% 
describing demanding dowry as abusive, but only 
41.8% feeling that not involving a partner in financial 
decisions was economically abusive.1021
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In Australia, financial control by a partner was 
the least likely behaviour to be seen as a form of 
domestic abuse. 1022 Fewer men than women thought 
it was abusive1023 and fewer young adults saw it 
as serious.1024 Glenn and Kutin undertook research 
which asked adults in Australia if they thought a 
list of behaviours were economically abusive, on a 
scale from always to never.1025 They found that the 
behaviours most likely to be described as ‘always’ 
abusive were ones in which force or deception was 
present (such as forcing someone to give you their 
wages or assets, making someone sign business 
documents represented as something else or 
something they did not understand or agree with 
and forcing someone to claim government benefits 
they were not entitled to).1026 The behaviours least 
likely to be considered ‘always’ abusive were often 
where alternative explanations may be available, 
such as hiding money or financial information or 
demanding change or receipts.1027 Glenn and Kutin 
point out that context can be vital to every scenario 
that was presented, and that items may not be 
abusive if they are not part of a wider context of 
coercive control. 1028 The concerning finding of the 
survey, they argue, was that 14% did not think that 
any of the behaviours were ever abusive, suggesting 
that much work remains to be done in educating 
people on economic abuse.1029

In the UK, two-thirds of adults reported not having 
heard of the term ‘economic abuse’.1030 This was 
found to be 78% in the US, with participants believing 
economic abuse was the least common form of 
intimate partner violence.1031 In the UK, it was also 
found that 58% had not heard of coerced debt.1032 

In Ghana, women also reported that traditional 
beliefs, such as men being breadwinners and 
women being caregivers, influenced their views 
around economic abuse,1033 for example around 
whether they felt a man refusing to provide for his 
family was abusive.1034   This was also highlighted 
elsewhere,1035 such as where men had multiple 
partners.1036 1037 In Tanzania and Australia, it has 
also been argued that women may have difficulty 
distinguishing economically abusive behaviours 
from financial hardship more generally1038 and the 
economic insecurity they face as women.1039 

This may be compounded for migrant women.1040 
However, research in Tanzania and Malawi 
found that women were aware of forms of 
economic abuse and did not consider them to be 
acceptable.1041 1042

A lack of awareness and understanding of 
economic abuse therefore has impacts for victim-
survivors when it comes to seeking support, and 
it has been noted that services (including banks 
and utility providers) have difficulty in recognising 
economic abuse.1043 For example, in Nigeria, only 
44% of final year medical students could name 
an act of economic violence1044, though nurses in 
Turkey named economic abuse as one of the most 
common forms of abuse.1045 In media coverage of 
prosecutions of coercive and controlling behaviour 
in England and Wales which included economic 
abuse, none of the media reports named it as 
such, and only one report used the term ‘financial 
abuse’.1046 It has also been argued that responses 
to domestic abuse are overly focused on physical 
abuse and therefore ignore the high risk that 
economic abuse can indicate.1047

Disclosing and reporting 
economic abuse
The disclosing and reporting of economic abuse is 
a key factor for victim-survivors in terms of help-
seeking, and the research found that there were 
barriers to victim-survivors being able to share 
their experiences. For example, in South Africa, 
research found that some victim-survivors might 
consult elders in their community, including their 
in-laws, who play a significant role in deciding if she 
would take a case to court.1048 Women accessing 
domestic abuse services in the UK shared mixed 
responses from institutions, including victim-
blaming and reluctance to get involved, though 
this varied hugely.1049 1050 As has been highlighted 
above, perpetrators often also restrict victim-
survivors access to economic resources which may 
enable disclosing or help-seeking, such as phones, 
transport or internet access.
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Migrant women may also face additional barriers 
to reporting economic abuse, particularly for those 
on temporary visas who may feel more anxious 
about seeking help and lack access to supports 
that other victim-survivors may have due to their 
lack of permanent residency.1051 Women may fear 
deportation or that their language skills will prevent 
them from fully explaining the abuse, or lack the 
financial resources needed for legal redress.1052 
Breckenridge also notes further challenges for First 
Nations communities in Australia, including mistrust 
of authorities which limits disclosure.1053 Similarly, 
she notes that for victim-survivors from minoritised 
backgrounds, negative relationships with the police 
and other government departments may impact 
the reporting of economic abuse.1054 Feeling fear of 
reporting economic abuse due to immigrant status 
or language barriers was also found in research 
conducted in New York City.1055

Barriers to disclosing among victim-survivors 
included feeling fear of further abuse from a 
partner, feeling embarrassed, or worrying about 
the consequences of disclosing to financial 
institutions.1056 1057 Research also found additional 
barriers for victim-survivors who were experiencing 
gambling-related economic abuse.1058 

Means-tested support has also been noted to be 
a barrier for women who may appear affluent on 
paper, but have little to no access to these resources 
in reality.1059 

In Australia, it was found that more people said 
they would not know where to go for help around 
economic abuse than for other forms of abuse.1060 
The most common sources from which people 
said they would seek support for economic abuse 
included financial counsellors or advisors, a 
community legal service, a women’s legal service 
or the bank.1061 Seeking support from the police, a 
doctor, a counsellor or psychologist, the national 
domestic abuse support service and rape and 
domestic abuse services was less likely for economic 
abuse than other forms of abuse.1062 Victim-survivors 
of economic abuse were also slightly less likely than 
those who had not experienced economic abuse to 
suggest seeking help from the police (15% among 
victim-survivors, compared to 17% among non-
victim-survivors).1063

Research from Malawi found that reporting rates 
were lower for financial abuse than other forms of 
abuse.1064 In Uganda, five out of 13 women shared 
that they would report economic abuse, with an 
additional three saying they would do so if they 
had no other resources, with reasons including a 
failure to pay child maintenance or perpetrators 
trying to sell the matrimonial home.1065 In Kenya, 
one study found that 80% of victim-survivors who 
had experienced financial abuse had tried to seek 
help, including from their religious leaders, parents 
and friends.1066 Barriers to reporting were reported 
to include the huge amount of time involved, with 
victim-survivors sharing they waited for a full day 
to speak to someone, and the costs associated, 
including a loss of income, transport costs and 
fees.1067 Fees for protection orders were also 
found to be a barrier in South Africa.1068 Similarly, 
in Zimbabwe, 30% of respondents in one study 
reported that they had withdrawn charges of abuse, 
with reasons including a lack of income if their 
husband was arrested,1069 a difficulty also noted in 
South Africa.1070

In the UK, multiple pieces of research found that 
around a third of victim-survivors did not disclose 
the abuse to anyone.1071 1072 1073 Women were more 
likely than men not to disclose.1074 1075 Of those who 
did disclose, a friend was the most common (25%), 
followed by family (15%) and the police (11%).1076 
Only 7% told a bank and 5% told another financial 
institution, with 24% of respondents saying they did 
not think they could go to their bank for help with 
economic abuse. 1077 Men were also significantly 
more likely to disclose to lenders than women 
(88% versus 52%).1078 The research also found those 
who started experiencing economic abuse during 
the pandemic were much more likely to disclose, 
with 93% telling someone, including 29% who told 
their bank and 18% who told another financial 
institution.1079 Experiences in seeking support from 
financial services may be mixed, with 47% of those in 
an Australian survey who had sought support from 
banks, financial counsellors, accountants, social 
security agencies and lawyers reporting they either 
did not receive advice, were given poor advice or 
did not benefit from the advice given.1080 
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Australian research found that domestic violence 
services were the most common source of 
information for financial abuse (38% of respondents), 
followed by friends and family (34%).1081 Fewer 
than one in five finding information online and a 
similar number reporting they had been unable to 
find any information at all.1082 Research with young 
adults in Australia also found that friends and family 
were the most important sources of support.1083  In 
South Africa, domestic abuse workers reported 
that women are more likely to initially disclose to 
family and friends, and that institutional channels 
including the police were often a last resort.1084 In 
the US, however, a strong association was found 
between experiencing economic abuse and having 
obtained a protection order, with a 29% increase in 
likelihood.1085 

When asked how it would have been useful to 
access information on financial abuse, 46% of 
victim-survivors shared that they would have 
preferred face-to-face conversations with service 
providers, such as doctors, crisis support works, 
counsellors or social workers. 1086 Twenty eight per 
cent preferred online options and 15% suggested a 
face-to-face support group.1087 Victim-survivors also 
reported that doctors surgeries would be the most 
helpful location for information on financial abuse 
to be located, followed by banks, community health 
centres or coffee shops and cafes, then schools, 
libraries and childcare centres.1088 Participants were 
also asked about the words or phrases used in an 
internet search for information on financial abuse, 
with ‘relationship problems and money’ being the 
most common.1089

Research has therefore shown that a sizeable 
number of victim-survivors do not disclose 
experiences of economic abuse, and that there 
are a number of barriers to seeking support, 
including not knowing where to do so. Further work 
is therefore needed to learn more about this, and 
to ensure that victim-survivors are able to reach out 
and receive a supportive response.

Impact of economic abuse
Due to the overlap between economic abuse and 
other forms of abuse identified and discussed 
earlier, it can be difficult to disentangle the specific 
impacts of economic abuse.1090 However, a variety 
of impacts of economic abuse were identified in the 
research, and these are explored below.

Economic self-sufficiency, confidence 
and knowledge 
In the US, a number of studies have found that 
economic self-sufficiency is negatively impacted 
by economic abuse.1091 1092 1093 Advocates in the 
US reported that victim-survivors may have 
limited understanding of financial concepts, such 
as budgeting, understanding a credit report, or 
economic resources, such as applying for public 
assistance or housing. 1094 They reported that it can 
be challenging to support victim-survivors in a 
sustainable way, particularly if they are not afforded 
the time or means to provide this support.1095 This 
economic self-sufficiency has been noted as an 
important factor in a victim-survivor’s ability to leave 
a partner.1096

In the UK, one survey found that 15% of victim-
survivors said they had no confidence in managing 
their finances following the abuse.1097 Casework for 
victim-survivors in the UK showed 83% of victim-
survivors reported low levels of money knowledge 
and 51% gave themselves a low money confidence 
score.1098 A survey with victim-survivors in Australia 
found that, prior to the relationship, 32.7% said 
they were ‘very confident’ with money, and during, 
this was 5.3%.1099 Afterwards, 10% rated they were 
very confident with money.1100 Whilst this shows an 
attempt to rebuild from during the relationship, 
it is still far short of the proportion who were very 
confident before the relationship. Similarly, 7.5% said 
they were ‘not at all’ confident with money before 
the relationship, but this increased to 46.6% during, 
falling only to 34.2% afterwards.1101 

Whilst women reported an impact on their 
confidence with money,1102 some attributed this to 
the abuse itself rather than their actual abilities with 
money. 1103 Some stated that they were actually very 
good at managing money as they had to be due to 
the restriction by their partner:
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“I am very good at making whatever amount it 
is go the furthest distance. Most women I have 
known are very creative and ingenious and 
come up with ingenious strategies…just make 
everything work. I have never met a woman 
so far who isn’t able to manage her money 
but she might not be able to successfully 
communicate with her partner to keep that 
control.”1104

This is therefore an area which requires further 
research. 

Leaving a perpetrator
Financial factors are known to be a significant 
reason why victim-survivors are unable to leave 
perpetrators, or may return to them.1105 1106 One study 
found that 73% of victim-survivors in the US reported 
staying with the abuser because of concerns about 
financially supporting themselves or their children.1107 
Another study in the US found a similar figure, 
and half of the victim-survivors who reported this 
said they stayed for at least two more years.1108 In 
Australia, not having enough money to manage 
on their own was the most common reason victim-
survivors gave for staying with the abuser.1109 This 
has been noted globally, including in Botswana,1110 
Canada,1111 Guatemala,1112 India,1113 Netherlands,1114 
Russia,1115 Rwanda,1116 Serbia,1117 South Africa,1118 Timor-
Leste,1119 Trinidad and Tobago,1120 Uganda,1121 the UK1122 
1123 and Zimbabwe.1124 In one study in Mampong, 
Ghana, half of respondents noted that not being 
financially independent prevented them from 
seeking justice and reporting the abuser.1125 Studies 
have therefore noted that victim-survivors may have 
to sacrifice their financial security in order to leave.1126

Similarly, evidence was found during this review 
that economic abuse can add to this barrier by 
creating economic dependence and preventing 
access to economic resources.1127 This was found 
in countries including Australia,1128 Kenya,1129 
Lithuania,1130 Malaysia,1131 Rwanda,1132 South Africa,1133 
Sweden,1134 the UK,1135 the USA,1136 Timor-Leste1137 and 
Trinidad and Tobago.1138 In shelters, women who had 
experienced economic abuse were more likely to 
stay longer than two weeks than those who had not 
experienced economic abuse.1139

Dowries, bride price and lobola were also noted to 
be a barrier for women leaving perpetrators,1140 1141 
with the returning of the bride price payment still 
linked to views that a woman had been bought1142 
as well as representing a financial burden.1143 This 
was found in countries including Nigeria,1144 Papua 
New Guinea1145 and South Africa.1146 Coerced debt 
has also been noted as a barrier to leaving or 
as a reason why victim-survivors may return to 
a perpetrator.1147 Economic abuse and financial 
reasons can also be a particularly powerful barrier 
to leaving for migrant women.1148 1149 

The Covid-19 pandemic was also found to impact 
the plans of women who were experiencing 
economic abuse and planning to leave a 
perpetrator.1150

However, some victim-survivors cited the realisation 
that they were experiencing economic or financial 
abuse as the one of the reasons they decided to 
leave.1151 Some women and service providers said:

“Some women don’t fear to leave, the man is 
already withholding money. They’re already 
supporting themselves on their own anyway, 
through piece work or others... I have seen 
many women reach this understanding and 
leave.”1152

 “That was a lot of the reason why I left, 
because he preferred to pay for alcohol than 
buy nappies for our baby.”1153

“There was a big shift in me after everything 
went out of the bank account . . . that was the 
last straw . . . I just freaked out, because I was 
already beyond stressed and I sort of broke 
down and screamed and cried . . . I made 
a decision then, the switch was flicked, and 
I’d shut off from him, that was it, I was done, 
yeah.”1154

The research has therefore demonstrated that 
economic abuse and financial resources can be 
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a significant barrier to leaving an abuser. It is 
therefore hugely important that victim-survivors 
can access support, including social security and 
welfare benefit payments, to ensure they can afford 
to leave. This must be available for all women, 
including migrant women.

Further abuse and homicide
Economic abuse has been linked to an increased 
risk of homicide as (as explored above). It can keep 
victim-survivors with an abuser for longer when they 
lack the means to leave, inevitably exposing them to 
more abuse.1155 1156 It has therefore been found that 
experiencing economic abuse within the context 
of coercive control increases the risk of homicide. 
1157 This risk has been demonstrated to be higher 
among women with a higher economic status than 
men, and in societies where women have begun 
to enter the workplace.1158 In the UK, one victim-
survivor reported that the perpetrator tried to kill her 
following her celebrating a promotion at work with 
friends.1159

Dowry was also linked to homicide, with 325 
recorded dowry-related deaths in Bangladesh in 
2011 alone, having risen from previous years.1160 In 
India, one estimate was that 91,202 women were 
killed in incidents relating to dowry between 2001 
and 2012.1161 In Australia, it was found that 27.4% of 
male primary domestic violence abusers who killed 
a female victim used economically abusive tactics 
against her.1162 

It has also been suggested that victim-survivors 
can be at risk of further abuse after leaving an 
abusive partner. This may include entering into new 
relationships sooner in order to access economic 
security, or being at risk of sexual exploitation from 
landlords or loan sharks.1163 This is illustrated by a 
victim-survivor’s experience during the Covid-19 
pandemic in the UK. The perpetrator stopped her 
from selling the home she had paid the mortgage 
for and he had used the occupation order she 
gained in response to his abuse against her. 1164 She 
had therefore been forced to find accommodation 
which turned out to be unsafe.1165

Debt and credit
A significant amount of evidence was found in 
relation to economic abuse and the impact on 
debt and credit, both during and following the 
end of the relationship. Writing in the US, Littwin 
coined the term ‘coerced debt’, defining it as ‘all 
non-consensual, credit-related transactions’ in the 
context of intimate partner violence.1166 The term 
‘sexually transmitted debt’ has also previously been 
used,1167 though this has been criticised for failing to 
recognise the deliberate nature of economic abuse 
and resulting debt.1168

Victim-survivors therefore reported a range 
of behaviours associated with coerced debt. 
Behaviours can include perpetrators: 
• taking out debt without the victim-survivor’s 

consent or knowledge
• pressuring victim-survivors to take out credit 

or share credit card information1169 pressurising 
victim-survivors to sign loan documents1170 or 
borrow money from family and friends1171 

• making victim-survivors pay for their debts1172 
• making victim-survivors use a credit card which 

had reached its spending limit1173 
• building up social security debts in the victim-

survivor’s name1174 through incorrectly filing taxes1175 
or through making a victim-survivor liable for their 
business debts.1176 

Couples may also consensually take out joint credit 
together, but this can become abusive when a 
partner does not pay their share as agreed, leaving 
the victim-survivor with the full debt.1177 Perpetrators 
were found to stop paying loans they agreed to 
take out in order to pay for the victim-survivor’s 
education.1178 

Women in Timor-Leste reported being held 
accountable for their partner’s debts and facing 
physical abuse when they challenged this.1179 Women 
in Ghana also reported being turned into debtors by 
their husband, and that they felt this impacted how 
others viewed them.1180 Similarly, women in Australia 
reported being chased for debts in the perpetrator’s 
name, with some paying these in order to be able to 
move forward themselves.1181 
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Victim-survivors may therefore be pursued for debts 
incurred by their partner or for debts they have 
incurred as a result of economic abuse or as a result 
of seeking safety.1182 

Victim-survivors also reported finding out they the 
abuser had built up additional debts they were 
unaware until separating.1183 1184 Debt may also be 
accumulated in response to the economic abuse. 
In a study in the US, one said she had been forced 
to take out extra loans designed for education in 
order to be able to afford house payments,1185 whilst 
women in New Zealand1186 and the UK also reported 
taking out loans in order to survive.1187 In Australian 
research, 59% of victim-survivors who were owed 
child support said they had borrowed money in 
order to cover living costs.1188 Victim-survivors may 
also end up in further debt leaving the perpetrator, 
with 31.6% of victim-survivors in the UK reporting 
having to take out one or more types of credit in 
order to be able to leave the abuser.1189 Victim-
survivors were also reported to accept debt that the 
perpetrator had generated in order to be able to 
sever ties with the perpetrator.1190

Regarding prevalence, in the development of the 
Scale of Economic Abuse in the US, between 39% 
and 68% reported experiencing one of the three 
measures of coerced debt.1191 It has also been found 
that the more economic abuse women experienced, 
the more types of debts they owe.1192  Of those 
calling the National Domestic Violence Hotline in the 
US, 52% had experienced coerced debt, and women 
with coerced debt were 2.5 times more likely to 
report financial dependence than women without 
coerced debt.1193 Twelve per cent of victim-survivors 
testifying in a hearing specifically for LGBT+ victims 
reported going into debt due to the abuse.1194  In 
research with domestic violence professionals, 93% 
had knowledge of coerced debt based on their 
work with victim-survivors.1195  In Kenya, 68.7% of 
respondents cited being in debt which they could 
trace back to economic abuse1196 whilst in another 
study, 10% had been forced to take out a loan by 
their partner.1197 In the UK, 60% of victim-survivors 
accessing support had experienced at least one 
form of coerced debt using the Scale of Economic 
Abuse,1198 and 19% victim-survivors they had debts 
they did not know how to repay.1199 

In another study, 61.3% of women victim-survivors 
reported being in debt because of financial 
abuse,1200 whilst 32% of victim-survivors in Northern 
Ireland reported being put into debt by a partner.1201 
Women victim-survivors in the UK were also found to 
experience higher levels of debt and to experience 
it for longer.1202 1203 In the Netherlands, 90% of women 
in shelters were found to be dealing with debts.1204 
Research in Spain and Italy also found that 80% 
and 50% respectively had experienced their partner 
accumulating debts in their name.1205 In Australia, 
most victim-survivors were found to have  debts on 
leaving  the abuser.1206

Coerced debt can therefore have huge implications 
for victim-survivors through damaging their credit 
history or rating.1207 This can make it more difficult 
to leave an abuser by creating additional barriers 
to accessing essentials such as housing, utilities 
or banking services.1208 1209  A survey with victim-
survivors in the US found that having damaged 
credit prevented 66% from getting a loan, whilst 
63% were unable to get housing and 21% were 
prevented from getting a job. 1210 Twenty one per 
cent reported there were other impacts, such as not 
being able to get financial aid to go back to school 
or set up utilities.1211 Service providers have therefore 
reported that victim-survivors with coerced debt can 
experience longer stays in shelters, or returning to 
the abuser or not leaving them in the first place.1212 
Poor credit may leave victim-survivors at risk of 
predatory debt collection practices1213 or at risk of 
having utilities disconnected.1214 It can also be a 
barrier to employment, with some employers or 
careers requiring a credit check before hiring.1215  In 
the UK, 32% of victim-survivors reported that their 
credit history was poor as a result of the abuse.1216 
Forty six per cent of callers to the US National 
Domestic Violence Hotline reported credit damage 
due to the actions of an abusive partner, and those 
with coerced debt were six times more likely to have 
their credit damaged by an abusive partner.1217 

Bankruptcy has also been noted as an impact 
of economic abuse.1218 Findings from the 2007 
Consumer Bankruptcy Project in the US found that 
17.8% of married or cohabiting female participants 
experienced intimate partner abuse in the year they 
filed for bankruptcy.1219 
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Victim-survivors also reported huge debts in legal 
fees following when they left the abuser, in response 
to the sustained court action that they could 
instigate,1220 with victim-survivors taking out bank 
loans, additional credit cards, borrowing from family 
and friends, and dipping into retirement savings or 
pensions.1221 Some even reported losing their job, 
home or having to declare bankruptcy as a result.1222 
Debts related to dowry abuse were also found, with 
families accruing debt due to financial demands 
from perpetrators.1223 In addition, migrant victim-
survivors reported being involved in debt by their 
husband and his family members.1224

The evidence above therefore highlights how 
perpetrators can use debt and credit to negatively 
impact victim-survivors, with a range of tactics and 
consequences.

Access to essentials
Restricting access to economic resources is a 
significant aspect of economic abuse. Evidence 
was therefore found of how perpetrators controlled 
or prevented victim-survivors from having access 
to essentials, including food and utilities. Research 
in the US found that the more economic abuse a 
woman experienced from an abuser during the 
relationship, the less money she had to meet her 
needs (and vice versa).1225

Victim-survivors were regularly prevented by 
abusers from having access to enough money to 
buy essentials 1226 for them and their children.1227 
This included food,1228 1229 period products, baby 
formula, nappies or diapers, utilities and toiletries.1230 
1231 1232 1233 Victim-survivors also reported not 
being allowed to purchase basic necessities for 
themselves. One participant in research in the US 
described this taking place in a context where the 
perpetrator would also buy the victim-survivor 
extravagant gifts.1234 Analysis of cases of coercive 
control in England and Wales also highlighted that 
perpetrators would control what victim-survivors 
ate or drank or their clothing.1235 Similarly, victim-
survivors reported not being allowed money for 
essential clothing.1236 1237 

Research also noted that perpetrators might stop 
contributing to essentials in response to women 
gaining employment, expecting her to cover all 
of the household costs,1238 1239or would insist a 
woman not return to work after having children, 
but without providing any additional money for 
buying essentials.1240 Children’s access to school was 
also affected, highlighting the long-term impact 
of economic abuse.1241 Perpetrators also denied 
victim-survivors access to medication and disability 
aids,1242 as well as healthcare.1243 Post-separation, a 
lack of child support or maintenance payments also 
restricted victim-survivor’s and their children’s ability 
to access essentials.1244 1245 Women may also go 
without essentials in order to pay off coerced debt, 
including that in their ex-partner’s name.1246

In response, one study found that 53% of victim-
survivors had pawned or sold their property in order 
to pay bills or provide food for their family,1247 whilst 
another found that 41% had had to use the children’s 
birthday money or savings to buy essentials.1248 
Women also resorted to using charities, such as 
foodbanks,1249 whilst others were forced to shoplift.1250 
Some also resisted, for example by refusing to find 
a way to cook a meal if the perpetrator refused to 
provide money for food.1251 Victim-survivors also 
went without in order to try and provide more for 
their children and minimise the impact of the abuse 
on them.1252

 
Access to belongings
The evidence found that perpetrators could 
control victim-survivors’ access to their belongings 
throughout and following the end of the relationship.

During the relationship, perpetrators could restrict 
victim-survivors’ access to their possessions or 
exploit these. For example, in Bangladesh, one 
woman shared that her husband would sell her 
crops and livestock when he ran out of money, 
affecting her ability to earn income.1253 Similarly, 
one victim-survivor in Australia reported that the 
perpetrator would force her to pawn her jewellery 
if no other money was available.1254 Perpetrators 
would take belongings. 
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This could be used in conjunction with isolating 
women, for example through taking phones 
or devices,1255 with one victim-survivor sharing 
a perpetrator had ‘gifted’ her a new phone, 
destroying her old one and leaving her without 
any phone numbers or other information on the 
previous phone.1256 Withholding access to phones 
or technology also prevented victim-survivors from 
accessing formal and informal support.1257 Similarly, 
there were reports of perpetrators taking car keys 
or preventing access to means of transportation 
(including public transport), preventing victim-
survivors from leaving, or attending work or 
education.1258 This was also a way of monitoring the 
victim-survivor’s movements and could also overlap 
with emotional abuse (eg telling the victim-survivor 
they did not deserve access to a car).1259 In analysis 
of prosecutions for coercive control in England and 
Wales, perpetrators were also found to control 
women’s access to utilities, transport, their clothing 
or make-up, deciding what they could wear, as well 
as making them sleep on the floor.1260 1261 

When fleeing the abuser, victim-survivors also often 
had to leave belongings behind, including essential 
items and emotionally valued possessions.1262 For 
some, this also meant leaving behind belongings 
which they then had to pay to replace.1263 Post-
separation, victim-survivors also reported 
perpetrators were able to withhold access to 
their belongings,1264 1265 and this could be used 
as a tool, for example, to gain further access to 
children or agreements in settlements.1266 Again, this 
included cars, and doing this was noted to deny 
women access to their assets as well as controlling 
their movements and restricting their social and 
economic participation.1267 Access to houses was 
also impacted.1268 By refusing to return computers 
or other items needed for work, perpetrators were 
also able to sabotage victim-survivor’s employment 
and study post-separation.1269 Victim-survivors 
also reported being unable to access items that 
they were still paying for following the end of the 
relationship.1270 

Health
Impacts of economic abuse on physical and mental 
health were noted in the research. Physical health 
was found to be linked to experiences of economic 
abuse. For example, in Ghana, women who 
reported economic abuse were 40% less likely to 
self-report their health as very good or good, 36% 
more likely to report having been ill in the previous 
month and 66% more likely to report having at least 
one chronic health condition.1271 Other research in 
Ghana found that those who experienced forms 
of economic abuse were more likely to have a 
cardiovascular disease.1272 In Turkey, pregnant 
women experiencing economic abuse were more 
likely to report fatigue than those not experiencing 
economic abuse.1273 Research in Lebanon found 
economic violence was associated with heart 
palpitations.1274 In research with older women in 
Germany, for those aged 50 to 65, economic abuse 
was linked to gastrointestinal and psychosomatic 
syndromes, allergies, hair loss and weight 
problems.1275 In the UK, one victim-survivor reported 
developing asthma as a result of the perpetrator 
not allowing her to put the heating on when it was 
cold.1276

Physical impacts of the stress caused by the abuse 
were also noted, including fatigue, problems with 
sleep, nausea and migraines or headaches.1277 
1278 1279 Perpetrator behaviour was also noted to 
impact children, who were denied food.1280 Victim-
survivors also reported being denied medical care 
as part of the economic abuse,1281 1282 including whilst 
pregnant or for their children, with devastating 
consequences:1283

“At the beginning of this year I got pregnant 
and at three months, I started bleeding. When 
I asked my husband for money to go to the 
hospital, he told me he did not have it. So I bled 
until the pregnancy was five months. When he 
finally accepted to give me some money to go 
and see a doctor, it was too late to save the 
baby… my baby was already dead.”1284
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One woman in Anitha’s research shared that she 
was denied a tooth extraction and was forced to 
do housework whilst in significant pain,1285 and a 
woman in Sanders’ research was also denied dental 
care.1286 One woman also reported developing 
an infection as a result of being denied adequate 
access to period products.1287 Financial dependence 
has also been linked to risk of HIV, by creating a 
climate of control which made it difficult for women 
to challenge partners or being forced to have sex, 
including demanding sex when victim-survivors 
asked for money.1288

Regarding mental health, research in the Philippines 
found that economic abuse was associated with 
suicide attempts and psychological distress.1289 
In Tanzania, economic abuse was found to be 
associated with symptoms of depression, and 
to play a significant role in triggering suicidal 
ideation,1290 findings which have been echoed in 
South Africa.1291 In Ghana, women who experienced 
economic abuse were 94% more likely to suffer from 
serious mental illness, as well as reporting a higher 
score on a depression scale.1292 Victim-survivors in 
Malawi reported depression and suicide attempts 
and ideation.1293 Economic coercion has also been 
linked to symptoms of depression in Bangladesh.1294 
In Palestine, experiences of economic abuse were 
linked to  lower levels of self-esteem, and higher 
levels of depression and anxiety.1295 Depression 
and anxiety were also linked to economic abuse in 
India1296 and Poland.1297 Dowry-related abuse has 
also been linked to depression and higher rates of 
suicide in India.1298 Among Latina victim-survivors 
in the US, economic abuse was associated with 
symptoms of depression, anxiety and PTSD, though 
economic abuse was not a unique predictor.1299 For 
victim-survivors going through court cases, harm 
to finances was associated with an increase in 
depression and PTSD symptoms.1300 Other research 
in the US has similarly found an association 
between economic abuse and depression1301 1302 
1303  and PTSD.1304 In Hong Kong, economic abuse 
was associated with anxiety, depression and 
psychosomatic symptoms.1305 In Turkey, pregnant 
women experiencing economic abuse were more 
likely to report more mental health symptoms than 
those not experiencing economic abuse.1306 In the 
UK, one-in-five victim-survivors who were accessing 
casework support for financial difficulties reported 
having mental ill health.1307 

Those reporting economic abuse were more likely 
to have a health condition,1308 and financial abuse 
was also correlated to the risk of suicide.1309 Another 
UK survey found that 77% of women experiencing 
financial abuse agreed their mental health had 
been affected by the abuser, with this rising to 
82% when looking at those currently living with 
the perpetrator. 1310 Women reported having lost 
self-respect and self-worth, and feeling constantly 
anxious and depressed.1311 In Australia, experiences 
of economic abuse were linked to severe 
psychological symptoms and depression.1312 Women 
also reported the huge impact of coerced debt on 
their mental health.1313  

The evidence above demonstrates the impact that 
economic abuse can have on victim-survivor’s 
physical and mental health. Further research is 
needed in order to understand this more fully, and 
to explore the impacts on different populations and 
their health.

Emotional impact
Research also noted the emotional impact of 
having experienced economic abuse, and it has 
been argued that services failing to recognise the 
impact of economic abuse beyond leaving the 
abuser is also detrimental for victim-survivors.1314 
In Ghana, women shared that financial abuse led 
them to feeling worried and anxious, and that it was 
a threat to their physical and emotional wellbeing 
and that of their children.1315 Women also reported 
the emotional stress of having to find ways to 
support their families when perpetrators would 
not,1316 and the constant labour of trying to make 
the money they had access to work.1317 Anxiety, guilt, 
shame, anger, betrayal and distress during the 
relationship was also reported.1318 Total economic 
dependence alongside the other forms of abuse 
also led to high levels of fear.1319 Shame was also 
noted as being a barrier to recognising the abuse 
whilst it was happening. Women also reported that 
the abuse more broadly and coercive control left 
them lacking confidence in their own judgment that 
they were being abused.1320 Others shared that they 
were made to feel stupid and inarticulate, feeling 
constantly nervous in case their partner judged they 
had overspent or bought something that did not 
meet their approval.1321 
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As was noted earlier, perpetrators also used 
emotional abuse alongside the economic abuse. 
One Swedish victim-survivor shared that her 
husband had bought expensive clothes for himself 
whilst making her wear worn and damaged 
clothing, and that this was humiliating.1322 In the UK, 
a victim-survivor was told by the perpetrator, “I’m 
worth £700 a day and you’re worth nothing”.1323 
Victim-survivors also reported having period 
products withheld by their partners, and the 
emotional impact this had on them.1324 One victim-
survivor in the UK therefore said that she had lost 
her ‘sense of self’ due to experiencing economic 
abuse.1325 

Women consequently reported that the emotional 
impact of economic abuse stayed with them, unlike 
other forms of abuse:

“The physical violence is not that hard, 
actually. The wounds disappear. . . every time 
you see a bill . . . it will immediately remind you 
of your past life, what you want to put behind 
you.”1326

Similarly, these feelings have been noted in advice 
for advocates supporting victim-survivors, with 
what might seem like a simple discussion about 
finances feeling like ‘examining scars or even open 
wounds’ for the victim-survivor.1327 They might then 
feel disempowered around money or feel a need for 
more support.1328

Post-separation, women also reported feeling guilty 
when spending money or opening their own bank 
accounts.1329 1330 Others noted that the financial 
hardship they were experiencing after leaving the 
abuser meant that they could not have a social life 
as they could not afford to do anything.1331 Women 
who were experiencing economic abuse post-
separation through withholding or interfering with 
child support payments also reported the stress 
and worry this caused them, as well as feelings 
of disempowerment and worthlessness,1332  which 
was exacerbated by the lack of response from 
agencies.1333 1334 

Women reported feeling fear around managing 
money when this had previously been denied to 
them, or the damage to their confidence affecting 
their ability to work or study.1335 1336 Debt collection for 
coerced debt was also found to be emotionally very 
difficult for victim-survivors.1337

In the Philippines, research with victim-survivors 
found that the only association between types of 
abuse and wellbeing was with financial abuse, 
with women who reported moderate (compared 
to high or low wellbeing) having experienced 
more financial abuse.1338 In Palestine, it was found 
that women who experienced economic abuse 
reported higher levels of psychological distress 
than those who had not experienced abuse, and 
that the more abuse experienced, the greater 
the distress.1339 Levels of anger were also found 
to be higher among those experiencing abuse, 
including economic,1340 and levels of self-esteem 
were lower.1341 Research in Punjab, India, also 
demonstrated that experiencing economic abuse 
had negative impacts on psychological wellbeing.1342 
Research with Latina victim-survivors in the US using 
a quality-of-life measure focused on emotional 
health and wellbeing found that economic control 
were significantly and negatively associated with 
quality of life.1343 In the UK, a survey found that 41% 
of women victim-survivors reported the economic 
abuse had a negative impact on their emotional 
health.1344 

Participating in research on economic abuse also 
prompted emotional reactions for victim-survivors. 
For example, in interviews around the development 
of the Scale of Economic Abuse, Adams and 
colleagues shared that the interviews served as 
an awakening for victim-survivors, with feelings of 
sadness, outrage, relief and self-blame shared.1345

Long-term economic or material 
difficulties
Economic abuse can be associated with material 
difficulty during the relationship. There was also 
significant evidence linking economic abuse to long-
term economic difficulties following victim-survivors 
leaving the abuser. 
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Economic abuse has therefore been argued to 
threaten both short-term and long-term economic 
health,1346 whilst poverty has been noted to be 
both a cause and consequence of economic 
abuse.1347 As was explored earlier, perpetrators can 
continue economic abuse following the end of the 
relationship, thereby continuing to damage women’s 
economic health. There can be several direct costs 
(such as reduced access to income, debts, meeting 
most or all of the household costs) and indirect 
costs (such as the impact of a poor credit score, or 
financial, housing and employment insecurity) which 
can impact victim-survivors.1348 

Economic abuse has therefore been found to be 
linked to economic hardship the US,1349 1350 including 
long-term.1351  In Tanzania, household hardship 
was associated with higher past-year economic 
abuse.1352 In Mexico, economic abuse has also been 
found to reduce victim-survivors’ earnings.1353 It 
has also been associated with financial strain, with 
the impact persisting over time.1354 Victim-survivors 
also reported long-term economic impacts in 
Australia,1355 1356 Bangladesh,1357 Sweden,1358 Trinidad 
and Tobago,1359 and the UK.1360 In the UK, victim-
survivors reported lower household incomes after 
leaving, with over half having a household income 
of less than £20,000.1361 Leaving could therefore be 
linked to a fall in living standards and being left with 
nothing,1362 and victim-survivors described feeling 
as if they were going backwards.1363 Research in the 
US also found that victim-survivors scored lower on 
a financial wellbeing scale, which was associated 
with material hardship and struggling to make ends 
meet.1364

In Australia, 46% of respondents agreed that they 
were worse off financially following the relationship 
with the abuser than they were when they entered 
the relationship, with 30% stating they did not have 
enough money for essentials.1365 Data from the US 
shows that victim-survivors have $1,280 stolen from 
them each month by a perpetrator, and they lose 
out on $23,076 in income every year.1366In the UK, 
30% of victim-survivors said they were struggling 
financially following the abuse.1367 In Australia, 
victim-survivors reported considerable or extreme 
financial harm as a result of the abuse.1368 

The long-term nature of debt due to economic 
abuse is also significant, as has been explored 
previously. Research often noted that it was victim-
survivors who went without in order to provide for 
their children.1369

It has been noted that these long-term difficulties 
can contribute to difficulty for victim-survivors in 
rebuilding their lives due to a damage credit record, 
a loss of financial capability and the poverty that 
can be caused by economic abuse.1370 Many victim-
survivors have therefore reported having to start 
over financially.1371

Conversely, some victim-survivors noted that they 
felt their financial situation was better after leaving 
the perpetrator,1372 with leaving offering them 
freedom to secure a better future for both them and 
their children.1373 For example, six of nine women 
who had left their partner in Timor-Leste reported 
that their personal finances had improved since 
leaving, though it was noted that most of these 
women were more active in income generation 
before and after the relationship.1374 For some, this 
was due to having control over the money, which 
they did not have whilst with the abuser,1375 and an 
increase in space for budgeting.1376 This therefore 
included both the financial freedom but also an 
emotional freedom,1377 and leaving a perpetrator 
was seen by some as an opportunity for financial 
freedom.1378 Victim-survivors’ comments about this 
included:

“I know what I get every month . . . it’s my 
money.”1379 

“I am really good with money. And I have 
proven that over the last 18 months when 
I haven’t had someone else draining the 
funds.”1380
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“I am SO much better off financially and it 
still amazes me that I have bought my own 
home, am supporting two adult children 
through university and have been able to save 
for holidays for us all. Before, I had to justify 
buying underwear for myself and pay off all 
my bills.””1381 

“The first check I got, I cried and I cried and 
my boss is like, ‘what are you crying for?’ And 
I’m like, you know what, I got paid . . . you don’t 
understand, he took all my money, you know? 
And she’s like, ‘this is your first paycheck by 
yourself you mean?’ And I’m like yes, and I 
just started bawling all over again. It’s like, it’s 
overwhelming.”1382 

“We’re doing better, ‘cause I have cheap rent 
and I’m able to pay rent and my bills. I don’t 
feel like I’m struggling. I feel like we were 
struggling with him. It doesn’t feel that way 
now. I feel that I’m able to do better without 
him. I don’t make that much money on my 
job, but it seems that I’m getting everything 
done.”1383

“Nowadays I can decide for myself. I control 
my expenses and my budget.”1384

This included women who were receiving welfare 
benefits.1385 1386 Women also described the freedom 
they felt in being able to work again.1387 Other 
victim-survivors reported making calculated choices 
to stay with a perpetrator in the short-term so that 
they could be financially secure in the future, such as 
one woman who said staying enabled her to finish 
her studies whilst looking after her family, meaning 
she could leave and be secure later on.1388

Economic impacts of domestic abuse
Whilst this research has been focused on economic 
abuse, the studies identified the economic impact 
of experiencing domestic abuse for victim-survivors. 
Shoener and Sussman therefore describe the 
‘economic ripple’ effect of domestic abuse, whereby 
indirect and long-lasting economic consequences 
ripple through victim-survivors’ lives, including long 
after the abuse has ended.1389 They give examples 
such as forgone professional development, money 
lost to legal fees, housing costs (including moving 
costs), child support, and lost wages.1390 

These effects can be long-term, with research in 
the US finding a link between adolescent intimate 
partner violence and women’s earnings,1391 and 
that intimate partner violence can have negative 
consequences for women’s job stability and 
economic well-being for up to three years after 
the abuse ends.1392 Women who have experienced 
intimate partner violence have also been shown to 
have lower rates of financial satisfaction.1393 

The economic impact of domestic abuse has been 
linked to numerous issues,1394 including: 
• legal fees1395  
• replacing essentials and belongings left behind 

when fleeing1396 
• accessing physical and mental health services1397 

1398 
• costs of housing or relocating1399 
• homelessness or insecure housing1400 1401

• difficulty in maintaining or finding employment or 
studying1402 1403 

• childcare costs1404 
• lower salaries1405 
• economic insecurity 
• financial stress or strain1406 1407 1408 1409 
• reproductive coercion1410 
• receiving welfare.1411 

In the UK, research demonstrated that the ability 
to find £100 at short notice was linked to domestic 
violence, with women 3.5 times more likely and men 
2.5 times more likely to experience abuse if they said 
finding £100 would be impossible.1412
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Criminal offences
Whilst limited, there was some evidence that 
economic abuse resulted in victim-survivors 
committing or being prosecuted for criminal 
offences.1413 It has been noted that women may be 
coerced into crimes by their partner, resort to crime 
in order to support their family due to the abuse or 
commit crimes when fleeing, such as fraud.1414  

Research in South Africa found that women 
convicted of theft were considerably more likely to 
have experienced economic violence by their last 
partner,1415 whilst work in the US found that mothers 
who experienced economic abuse were more likely 
to experience involvement with the criminal justice 
system.1416 This could include fraud, such as for 
social security payments,1417 or facing charges for 
failing to pay taxes1418 or TV license fees.1419 Stealing, 
including for essential items, was also found.1420 1421 
Perpetrators may also coerce women into criminal 
activity in order to provide them with money.1422 1423 
Criminal charges can have further economic effects 
for victim-survivors, such as legal costs, fines, and 
the loss of driving or professional licenses.1424 1425

Further research should therefore explore this.

Bank accounts or financial products
A variety of impacts relating to banking or 
financial products were identified in the research. 
Perpetrators could: 
• control or prevent access to bank accounts
• not allow women to open a bank account1426 1427 
• make victim-survivor’s wages be put into a joint 

account whilst their own were separate1428 
• use accounts to monitor the victim-survivor’s 

spending
• run up debts the victim-survivor was then liable for
• take money from accounts (including post-

separation) 
• fraudulently create accounts or policies in victim-

survivor’s names1429 
• arrange changes in mortgages or other banking 

products without the victim-survivor’s knowledge 
or consent.1430 1431 1432 1433 

Perpetrators have also been found to send 
messages to victim-survivors post-separation using 
the reference field during bank payments.1434 1435 The 
responses of banks to this abuse is explored in the 
chapter examining industry responses. 

In the US, just under half (48%) of victim-survivors 
said they had a safe bank account which their 
abuser could not access, with 23% reporting the 
abuser controlled their access to their bank account. 
1436 Thirteen per cent said the abuser prevented 
them from having a bank account and 29% said the 
abuser had monitored their account.1437 Research in 
the UK found that 19% of victim-survivors reported 
their access to bank accounts had been restricted 
or stopped entirely.1438Ten per cent had a joint 
account they were not allowed access to, 11% said 
their partner had complete control of their personal 
account, 12% said that their partner monitored their 
spending through online banking and 9% said their 
partner had alerts set for whenever they spent 
a certain amount from either a joint or personal 
account.1439 In Australia, it was found that women 
without a joint account with their partner were 2.5 
times more likely to have experienced physical 
abuse and 4.8 times more likely to have experienced 
economic abuse in the previous 12 months.1440

Inability to open a bank account because of a 
problematic banking history was also noted as an 
impact of economic abuse.1441 Similarly, in Sweden, 
it was found that if victim-survivors need to protect 
personal data, this can restrict their ability to 
access new bank accounts, phone numbers and 
other economic resources.1442 Perpetrators can 
also use bank accounts to trace victim-survivors 
post-separation, but reports of difficulties to open 
a new account left victim-survivors in impossible 
positions.1443 In the US, it was found that more than 
80% of service providers reported that they were 
unable to help victim-survivors who were unable 
to open a bank account, or remedy issues such 
as a damaged credit score  accumulated debt or 
bankruptcy.1444 Being denied services by banks can 
lead victim-survivors to use more risky methods, 
such as payday loans or even loan sharks.1445 
Bankruptcy was also noted as an impact. 1446 One 
victim-survivor in Branigan’s research in Australia 
said she had gone through two bankruptcies by the 
age of 32 due to her husband’s abuse.1447
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Research has also pointed to the potential impact 
that economic abuse can have on pensions or 
superannuation.  Perpetrators can potentially 
manipulate systems in order to access their partner’s 
pension contributions and prevent the victim-
survivor from being able to access it.1448

Housing
Housing and domestic abuse are intrinsically 
linked, and economic abuse can therefore have a 
significant impact on a victim-survivor’s housing. It is 
unsurprising then that 13% of victim-survivors in the 
UK shared that they became homeless as a result 
of the abuse,1449 and that the number of victim-
survivors who owned a home fell after leaving the 
abuser.1450

Victim-survivors reported having to leave the home 
when they fled,1451 and that perpetrators: 
• kicked them out of their homes1452 1453 
• kept them from being registered as an owner of 

the home they were paying for1454 
• kept them from having enough money or access 

to welfare payments for housing costs1455 
• took joint property from them without 

compensation1456 
• forced them to sign mortgage documents without 

knowing what they were1457 
• forged their signature on mortgage documents1458 
• led to a home repossessed1459 or creating rent1460 
• led them to have to sell a home as they could no 

longer afford it1461 
• threatened them with deportation if they did not 

move out.1462 

Perpetrators also used legal action to force victim-
survivors to leave or sell a home,1463 or would 
escalate abuse around property settlements.1464 
Moving home, including to a rural area, could also 
be used to isolate victim-survivors.1465

Economic abuse also impacted victim-survivors’ 
ability to access housing, such as through a 
damaged credit rating which could prevent renting 
or being approved for a mortgage.14661467 Legal costs 
also led to victim-survivors losing their homes1468 
or victim-survivors could spend huge amounts on 
orders to try and help retain the home.1469 Victim-
survivors also reported having to move home 
regularly to prevent their ex-partner finding them.1470

Welfare benefits or  
social security payments
Social security payments are a significant safety 
net for victim-survivors, both during and after a 
relationship. As has been discussed throughout this 
research, perpetrators were able restrict, exploit 
and sabotage victim-survivor’s welfare payments, 
with most evidence around this coming from the UK 
and Australia. This included making victim-survivors 
claim benefits to which they were not entitled 
(which could lead to debts or criminal charges), 
taking their payments (including disability or child 
related payments), reporting them for fraud post-
separation, using their immigration status and lack 
of access to public funds.1471 1472 1473 1474 It has also 
been found that physical abuse was reported more 
shortly after welfare payments were made in the 
US.1475 Responses by agencies issuing social security 
payments are explored in the chapter dedicated to 
industry responses.

Child support and impact  
on parenting and children
Economic abuse was found to impact parenting, 
children and access to child support payments in a 
number of ways.

Children were impacted by the perpetrator: 
• denying funds for medical care,1476 school or 

education1477 1478 
• taking the children’s money1479 or food1480 
• refusing to support with care needs for disabled 

children1481 
• refusing to contribute to costs of raising children 

(including post-separation)1482 1483 1484

• taking money needed for children,1485 including by 
demanding or misusing welfare payments related 
to children.1486 1487 

In Australia, 46.1% of victim-survivors felt the 
perpetrator had hurt their child’s education.1488 
Fleeing with only few possessions often also meant 
that children went without. 1489 Victim-survivors also 
reported that perpetrators had destroyed children’s 
belongings (such as bedding or toys) when they 
returned to the family home to retrieve items1490 
or that perpetrators refused to return children’s 
possessions.1491 
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Victim-survivors also reported going without 
essentials such as food to ensure children were fed, 
or shoplifting to provide adequate clothing.1492 1493 
Children were also impacted by legal costs, with 
15% of participants in one study saying they were 
struggling to provide food, clothing or housing 
for children as a result.1494 In the UK, over half of 
victim-survivors said their children had experienced 
financial hardship after leaving the abuser,1495 and 
41% had had to used their children’s money (such 
as birthday money or savings) to buy essentials.1496 
Women also reported feeling sad or guilty about the 
impact of the abuse on children.1497

Longer-term impacts on children were also found, 
with early childhood exposure to economic abuse 
increasing the likelihood that a partner would then 
physically abuse them during a relationship as a 
teenager.1498 Research also found that mothers 
experiencing economic abuse correlated with 
higher rates of child delinquency, spanking, neglect 
and lower levels of involvement.1499 1500 A child’s 
experiences of economic abuse were also linked  
to being bullied by peers.1501

There was a significant amount of evidence 
relating to child support payments and domestic or 
economic abuse globally, including from Australia,1502 
Botswana,1503 India,1504 Israel,1505 Kyrgyzstan,1506 Puerto 
Rico,1507 Spain,1508 South Africa,15091510 Sweden,1511 
Trinidad and Tobago,1512 Uganda,1513 the UK 1514 and 
US.1515 Victim-survivors reported that abusers would 
seek to have more time with children in order to 
reduce the amount of child support they were due to 
pay1516 though may not follow through with this time 
(thereby doubly impacting victim-survivors through 
lost support and increased expenses).1517 Additional 
tactics to prevent claims of incomplete and missing 
payments reported included abusers physically 
or otherwise threatening victim-survivors1518 or 
making victim-survivors fear consequences if they 
claimed support.1519 Perpetrators were also found 
to manipulate the system, reducing payments by 
quitting jobs or working cash in hand, manipulating 
their income or tax reporting. 1520 They also hid 
their money in other people’s accounts,1521 as well 
as simply refusing to make payments.1522 1523 1524 
Perpetrators may also feel entitled to know how 
victim-survivors are using child support payments, 
questioning her or the children about how money is 
spent.1525

Victim-survivors reported little support from the 
agencies that were responsible for child support, 
with many reporting that perpetrators were able to 
manipulate the system to reduce payments. This is 
explored in further detail in the chapter on industry 
responses to economic abuse. This inaction leaves 
victim-survivors with huge amounts owed, with one 
woman in an Australian study owed $55,000.1526 
Official estimates in the UK showed there was £379.2 
million in unpaid child maintenance.1527 

Research in Australia found that, of mothers who 
accepted less child support than the amount they 
were entitled to, 53% did so because they did not 
want to upset the other parent. 1528 Twenty one per 
cent did so because they had concerns for their 
child’s safety and 21% because they had concerns for 
their own safety.1529 Forty-seven per cent accepted 
less money because they wanted as little to do with 
the other parent as possible.1530 Similarly, it was 
found that 30% of women receiving child support 
who accepted a lower amount reported intimidation 
around the amount from their former partner.1531 In 
the UK, those who experienced economic abuse were 
less likely to receive child maintenance payments 
regularly and in full than those who had not.1532

The interference with child support payments had 
a range of impacts for victim-survivors and their 
children, with many substantial effects. Cook and 
colleagues’ work in Australia found that 75% of 
participants reported they had had to reduce usual 
or planned social activities for the children. 1533 Sixty 
six per cent had used savings to cover living costs, 
66% struggled with school fees or related costs, 64% 
had difficulty in paying for utilities and groceries, 
59% had borrowed money to cover living costs, and 
41% reported children had missed medical or health 
appointments/needs.1534 In the UK, missing payments 
from perpetrators led parents to say that they: 
• had used charities or food banks1535 
• had less money to spend on clothing and food for 

children 
• had missed out on sports or music lessons or other 

hobbies 
• has less money for Christmas or birthday presents 

and holidays for children.1536 
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Women in Spain and Italy also reported that 
children had gone without normal activities due to a 
lack of payment.1537 Many victim-survivors therefore 
did not feel payments were reliable enough to 
be included in their budgeting.1538 1539 Even small 
missing amounts could have a huge impact on 
victim-survivors, with one reporting a one cent 
underpayment affecting her:

“I was actually desperate for milk and bread 
when it [the child support payment] come 
through last Monday, and it went into the 
bank, and I said, “I’ll take out $15.00”; she [the 
bank teller] goes, “No, you can’t, there’s only 
$14.99 in there”. I said, “Well we don’t have one 
cent pieces, so how does that work?” So I can’t 
even get an even $15 out; I’ve got to get $14.95 
out.”1540

There were also huge emotional impacts for victim-
survivors, who often worried about the impact on 
their children.1541

All of these actions led victim-survivors to recognise 
the behaviours as economic abuse of themselves 
and their children, both by the perpetrator and 
by the agencies that were supposed to enforce 
payments.1542 1543 1544

Employment and education 
There has been a great deal of research on the 
impact of domestic abuse on victim-survivor’s 
employment and education. For example, in 
Mexico, it has been found that women who 
require permission to work are 64% more likely to 
experience violence and 52% less likely to work.1545 
Domestic abuse has also been shown to impact on 
victim-survivors’ working hours, with a 10% reduction 
in hours over three years compared to non-victim-
survivors.1546 Sixty six percent of victim-survivors in 
one study reported that the perpetrator’s abuse 
had disrupted their progress to their educational 
goals.1547 Long-term impacts on job stability,1548 and 
difficulty in gaining and maintaining employment 
has also been found in the US.1549 

Employment was noted to have a number of 
benefits, including facilitating financial independence, 
providing social connections, providing a sense of 
self, and being an escape from the abuse.1550 1551 
Some of this evidence found did not identify these 
behaviours as economic abuse but it is included here 
regardless. Economic violence has been argued to 
‘drain the economically productive workforce’ and 
reduce education and development opportunities for 
women and girls.1552

There were therefore a number of ways perpetrators 
could interfere with a victim-survivor’s ability to work 
or study, and perpetrators might carry these out during 
and outside working time.1553 These included abusers: 
• not allowing or discouraging victim-survivors from 

working or studying1554 1555 1556 
• wanting women to be responsible for domestic 

duties1557 and childcare1558 
• calling in sick for a victim-survivor1559 
• coercing or telling a victim-survivor to quit or 

reduce their hours1560 
• preventing victim-survivors from looking for 

work1561  
• being unreliable with childcare1562 
• using children to get the victim-survivor to leave 

work1563 
• using physical abuse and restraint1564 
• creating sleep deprivation1565 
• interrupting a victim-survivor whilst they were at 

work (including in-person or via phone calls or 
messages)1566 

• harassing of colleagues1567 
• carrying out surveillance around victim-survivors’ 

work1568 
• taking a victim-survivor to and from work1569 
• making false reports with the aim of having a 

professional license revoked1570 
• using of emotional abuse1571 1572 
• withholding the money needed for tuition fees1573 
• taking or damaging the resources needed for 

work or study (including transport means, uniform 
or computers), 1574 1575 

• leading to the loss of a scholarship or causing a 
victim-survivor to default on student loans1576 

• limiting the location in which a victim-survivor is 
allowed to work.1577 
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Perpetrators were also reported to sell or damage 
the items women needed in order to earn 
an independent income, including crops and 
livestock1578 1579 or machinery (such as a sewing 
machine),1580 or only allowing them to sell lower-
value items.1581 1582 Holding women responsible 
for all domestic and caring duties therefore 
restrains the time they have available for economic 
activities, and it has also been noted that by limiting 
earning opportunities, men can also limit women’s 
bargaining power in the household.1583

Perpetrators would also force victim-survivors to 
work and exploit this labour,1584 including soon after 
giving birth.1585 Those who had paid bride price 
also used this as justification to overburden women 
with work whilst refusing to work themselves.1586 In 
addition, perpetrators were reported to withdraw 
financial support for the household or even stop 
work if the victim-survivor began to earn an 
income.1587 1588 Victim-survivors also reported being 
forced to leave work if they shared an employer with 
the perpetrator.1589 Working in family businesses, 
such as farms, was also an opportunity for 
economic abuse.1590 Difficulties in re-entering the 
workplace following abuse were also found.1591 In 
the UK, 14% of victim-survivors reported they would 
struggle to get back in the workplace as a result 
of economic abuse.1592 If an employer requires a 
credit check, coerced debt can also prevent victim-
survivors from being employed.1593

Economic abuse has therefore been found to 
negatively impact victim-survivors’ salaries.1594 
Employment was also impacted by legal cases 
post-separation.1595 1596 

Migrant women reported that: 
• the abuse escalated when they attempted to 

become more independent through work or 
study1597 

• they might be stopped from working,1598 1599 forced 
to work (including for no pay),1600 1601 

• they might be prevented from studying the local 
language, which then prevented them from 
working.1602 

Disabled women reported that perpetrators might 
deny their disability to force them to work.1603

Economic abuse and intersectionality
As has been stated earlier, perpetrators of domestic 
and economic abuse will use and exploit existing 
inequalities as part of the abuse. This means that, 
whilst anyone can experience economic abuse, 
women and those who face discrimination based 
on their ethnicity, migration status, disability, 
sexuality or other identities will experience it in other 
ways which overlap with these. It has therefore been 
noted that economic abuse is especially harmful 
for those communities who are marginalised in 
the US,1604 and this is incredibly likely to be true 
elsewhere. MacDonald suggests that vulnerability 
to economic abuse is heightened by factors which 
make it more difficult for victim-survivors to seek 
assistance, such as lack of access to services or 
information, isolation, cultural norms and language 
barriers.1605 Intersecting identities can also be 
barriers to economic self-sufficiency.1606 As was 
seen in the chapter looking at prevalence, rates of 
economic abuse were often higher among those 
who are marginalised. This section will therefore 
explore what was known about these experiences. 

As explored earlier, sex and gender are key factors 
in experiences of economic abuse, with gender 
norms enabling and obscuring perpetration of 
economic abuse.1607 Postmus and colleagues have 
argued that, given the wealth of data on asymmetry 
between women and men’s victimisation in 
domestic abuse, it is unsurprising that economic 
abuse is compounded by women’s economic 
security more broadly.1608  It has been argued that 
the expectation that couples will share resources 
results in a concealed feminisation of poverty.1609 
Societal factors, including views around traditional 
gender roles, such as employment, childcare, and 
the wage gap between men and women, therefore 
play a role.1610 For trans people, access to medication 
or gender affirming items could also be denied 
through economic abuse.1611 1612

Singh has argued that there are continuities and 
differences in narratives of economic abuse across 
cultures, with all cultures focuses on gendered 
cultural practices of money in a way that strips 
victim-survivors of morality and denies their human 
rights. 1613 
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The differences, however, lie in the way economic 
abuse is shaped by gender stereotypes and morality 
of money.1614 Cultural norms for ethnically minoritised 
people can also impact economic abuse. For 
example, Breckenridge notes that for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander groups, the sharing of property 
may be culturally expected.1615 She also identified 
a lack of research which defined economic abuse 
specific to First Nations communities, though some 
did discuss ‘humbugging’, a practice which can 
include demanding, asking or pressuring family 
members or others for money or other economic 
assistance.1616 Whilst this may reflect cultural 
practices around mutual support and sharing, it 
can also have negative connotations.1617 Research 
on technology-facilitated abuse with First Nations 
communities in Australia also noted that women’s 
roles in caring for children and family members 
exacerbated the impacts of economic abuse 
carried out by perpetrators, such as damaging 
or withholding of phones, or using technology to 
take out loans.1618 As has been found in non-First 
Nations communities, there is some evidence that 
traditionally gendered roles within First Nations 
communities also facilitate economic abuse. 1619 
Further research is needed to understand this more. 
Other cultural norms for First Nations communities 
that are relevant to economic abuse may include: 
• pressure on women to remain with partners or not 

to pursue financial related matters with partners
• cultural expectations of shared property or 

financial resources 
• cultural barriers to openly discussing money
• language barriers
• mistrust of authorities
• patriarchal and family pressures that act as 

barriers to reporting.1620 

Research has also suggested that women from 
these communities may find it harder to recover 
financially after leaving an abusive partner, which 
can be exacerbated by prejudice.1621

Research on South Asian women’s experiences 
note that cultural practices including dowry and 
son preference contribute to and are indicators 
of the patriarchal structures in which women are 
undervalued. 1622 Norms which position women’s 
families as bride-givers, as well as transnational 
hierarchies between nations and class, place 
women’s families at a disadvantage in marriage 
negotiations.1623 Research therefore indicated that 
women experienced forced domestic labour in the 
context of economic abuse,1624 alongside forms of 
abuse which were designed to hurt and humiliate 
them. This included not being spoken to, not being 
allowed to use certain furniture or household items 
and being provided with little food.1625 1626 Women 
also reported husbands leaving the country and 
abandoning them with families who abused them, 
1627 or experiencing abuse from their in-laws more 
generally, such as taking their salary or jewellery.1628 
This often took place in the context of dowry 
harassment.1629 Similarly, Indian women taking 
part in Australian research noted that they did not 
initially perceive their husband’s control of money 
as concerning, due to norms around male control 
of money.1630 Attitudes and normalisation of dowries 
may also be an issue.1631

Research with Latina women in the US found that 
economic control was significantly and negatively 
associated with quality of life.1632 Research with 
Latina and Caribbean immigrant women in the 
US found that the abuse they were experiencing 
worsened upon migration and when they 
attempted to work or study.1633 Another study with 
Mexican immigrant men in the US found that 
economic abuse tactics were linked with cultural 
expectations of married Mexican women.1634 
Research has therefore suggested that employment 
sabotage may be a particular concern for Latina 
victim-survivors.1635 

Migrant women reported being socially isolated, 
sometimes with no access to money at all and being 
totally financially dependent on abusers.1636 There 
may have been financial arrangements between 
families, including dowry, expectations to send 
money back or covering immigrant expenses. 1637 
Women reported being abused by their partner 
and his family if these were not met.1638 Cultural 
expectations around women working may also be 
used to prevent women from earning an income.1639
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It has also been noted that it may be difficult for 
migrant women to identify exploitation and control 
present in economic abuse for a number of reasons 
(such as different financial systems in countries) and 
also that the consequences of financial hardship 
and insecurity they experience as migrants may 
make it difficult to distinguish between the two.1640 It 
is also important to recognise that motivations for 
migration may differ significantly and that, whilst 
much of the evidence here is often around women 
migrating to countries in the global north, women 
will migrate within other contexts and face different 
experiences in the countries they have moved to. 
For example, data suggests that migrant women 
in lower-income countries are more likely to be 
employed but, as with the general population, 
there remains a wider gender pay gap for migrant 
workers in these countries.1641 Migrant women 
workers also share a larger proportion of their 
earnings (known as remittances, often to family 
members in their country of origin) than migrant 
men, and fewer countries offer social protection for 
migrant workers. 1642 Migrant women in particular 
are excluded from protection.1643 These factors will 
inevitably impact their experiences of domestic and 
economic abuse.

Similarly, work with migrant women in Australia 
noted that changes in gendered roles around 
employment and finances following immigration 
contributed to worsening abuse. 1644 Women 
associated the abuser’s behaviours with men feeling 
resentment about their own loss of financial status, 
lack of recognition of overseas qualifications and 
employment experiences, and women’s increased 
access to financial independence in Australia.1645

Migrant women therefore reported a number of 
consequences of financial abuse, including: 
• a lack of financial literacy and awareness of how 

to access financial rights
• missed opportunities to learn the language of the 

country
• being unable to engage in employment or 

education
• loss of property, assets and funds when fleeing
• families selling assets or accumulating large debts 

due to the perpetrator’s and his family’s financial 
demands.1646 

Women may also struggle to find work if the 
qualifications they gained in another country were 
not accepted.1647 

As was noted earlier, use of a victim-survivor’s 
immigration status was also prevalent. Status may 
have often been dependent on the perpetrator, and 
also often meaning women had restricted access 
to public services and funds.1648 Displaced women 
in resettlement sites were also found to experience 
forms of economic violence, such as being 
abandoned by partners or having money needed for 
essentials restricted.1649 Trafficked women reported 
being forced to work illegally, forced and unpaid 
labour, and that their partners took their wages.1650

There was a lack of research exploring the 
experiences of disabled victim-survivors of economic 
abuse within the context of intimate partner violence, 
but there was some evidence of their experiences. For 
example, perpetrators may: 
• exploit disabled victim-survivors for access to social 

security payments for carers1651 
• control access to disability benefits and restrict 

money needed for medication or adaptions 1652 
• remove batteries from electric wheelchairs1653 
• take mobility aids1654 
• take full control of finances of highly dependent 

victim-survivors1655 
• use their ability to communicate more easily than 

Deaf victim-survivors to manipulate institutions such 
as banks1656 

• threaten to have someone put into institutional 
care or use formal processes such as Government 
Trustees to prevent access to money1657 

• use emotional abuse to tell victim-survivors they 
cannot support themselves.1658 

Disabled women have also been noted to experience 
barriers to becoming financially independent, such as 
discrimination from employers.1659

Victim-survivors in same-sex relationships also 
reported abusers using a number of specific tactics 
of economic abuse. For example, it was found that 
perpetrators could commit fraud due to a lack of 
questioning or checking of identity documents by 
institutions.1660 Further research is needed on these 
experiences. 
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Older people were also noted to face unique 
experiences. Research with older men found 
financial abuse unique to their age, for example 
around their pensions or life insurance.1661 Older 
women were also found to have few financial 
resources if they have always been dependent 
on the perpetrator and may also face barriers 
in becoming economically independent, such as 
discrimination from employers.1662 This is in addition 
to potentially having never worked outside the 
home, or having taken employment breaks to care 
for children or family, which also impacts social 
security entitlement and pensions.1663 Meanwhile, 
research with young adults found that they were 
susceptible to becoming economically entangled 
with partners, such as through signing rental 
contracts or around debt, which could make leaving 
an abuser more difficult, and a lack of financial 
capability and relationship experience could lead 
to partners exploiting this vulnerability to carry out 
economic abuse.1664

Experiences may also differ based on class and 
income levels. For those with higher incomes, it 
has been argued that there is a greater sense of 
shame when victim-survivors do not have access 
to things with are normal in their community.1665 
Women in higher-income households also shared 
experiences such as perpetrators buying expensive 
goods, whilst the victim-survivor and her children 
had to buy second-hand clothing.1666 Middle-class 
women also noted that class was a barrier to their 
own and support services’ recognition of the abuse, 
both in terms of assumptions that abuse does not 
happen to middle-class women and services’ 
deprioritisation of women who may appear to have 
more access to economic resources.1667 For women 
in lower classes or with lower incomes, accessing 
financial resources may be an ever bigger 
barrier.1668 1669 Research also suggested that, for 
those in low-and-middle-income countries where 
couples experience significant financial hardship, it 
may be difficult to conceptualise economic abuse 
holistically as the distinction between economic 
abuse and economic instability may become 
blurred.1670 Previous research has established links 
between poverty and domestic abuse.1671 Whilst it 
has been noted the links are unclear here,1672 it is 
likely there are links with economic abuse as well.

Religion may also intersect with economic abuse, 
though there was very little evidence which explored 
this. What was found focused on the experiences of 
Jewish women. This included refusal to grant a get, 
which could be used to prolong civil legal processes, 
refusal to pay for religious schooling for children 
or access to houses or worship, or undermining 
attempts to follow religious dietary requirements or 
practices.1673 1674

Where victim-survivors live can also impact 
economic abuse. For example, in Australia, rural 
women faced challenges around geographical 
isolation, which perpetrators could exploit by 
restricting access to transport, difficulties with police 
responses and stigma in small communities, family 
businesses such as farms, as well as potential 
increased access to weapons.1675 Rurality has also 
been found to impact women’s space for action, 
both in terms of perpetrators using rurality to isolate 
victim-survivors and limit their access to economic 
resources (such as transport and communication 
devices), and also in terms of victim-survivors 
having fewer options around employment and 
help-seeking.1676

Future research therefore needs to centre seeking 
an intersectional understanding of economic abuse, 
including (but not limited to) across sex, gender 
identity, ethnicity, sexuality, disability status, income 
level and class, religion, location and immigration 
status.
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Methods of resistance and coping 
strategies
The experiences of economic abuse outlined 
throughout this chapter also led victim-survivors to 
develop methods of resistance or coping strategies 
in response.

Victim-survivors therefore reported: 
• hiding and saving money secretly
• keeping change from the allowance they were 

given
• asking for purchases in public when they knew he 

would not immediately react (though this risked a 
reaction later)

• taking cash from perpetrators without them 
knowing

• working or acquiring money or other resources 
secretly

• using cheaper items for herself and children
• setting boundaries (such as always knowing 

where car keys were kept) 
• seeking support without the perpetrator becoming 

aware, including from family and friends 
• giving money to a trusted person to keep safe 

(including a boss following the cashing of a 
paycheck) 

• keeping important financial documents hidden.1677 

1678 1679 1680 1681 1682 1683 1684 

These actions were taken at risk of further abuse if 
the perpetrator discovered these strategies. 
Some research also noted that victim-survivors 
would challenge the abuse. This included refusing 
to do what the perpetrator wanted,1685 1686 1687 such 
as handing over wages.1688 Regarding child support 
payments, some victim-survivors took action to try to 
ensure they received payments, including repeated 
reporting to the relevant agencies, and even 
collecting their own evidence that the perpetrator 
was working when he claimed not to be.1689 Children 
also reported resisting economic abuse by, for 
example, rejecting perpetrator’s efforts to ‘buy’ them 
using gifts, lying to perpetrators about the victim-
survivor’s money, or hiding resources and shopping 
from perpetrators.1690 1691 

Victim-survivors were also found to teach financial 
skills to their children as a method of resistance.1692 
Others coped by not asking their partner for 
money or not making purchases for themselves.1693 
Gambling1694 and using drugs or alcohol1695 were 
also found to be coping strategies for victim-
survivors.

These strategies in dealing with economic abuse 
have been conceptualised by Puntia Chowbey 
as material (such as hiding money or economic 
assets and resources), confrontational (such as 
presenting requests as for children, using religion 
in negotiating), mediational (including both legal 
and informal, such as from family members) and 
developmental (which were aimed at achieving 
financial independence, such as pursuing 
employment or studying, or developing financial 
skills).1696 More work is required to explore these 
strategies and victim-survivors’ methods of 
resistance.

Covid-19 and economic abuse
The Covid-19 pandemic saw many countries 
introduce restrictions to control the spread of the 
virus, including lockdowns and stay at home orders. 
It has been argued perpetrators took full advantage 
of the conducive context created by the pandemic 
and responses to it, as well as making it even more 
difficult for victim-survivors to seek support.1697

Evidence from around the world highlighted that 
economic abuse was found to rise during Covid-19, 
including for Arab women in multiple countries1698 
and in Egypt.1699 In Australia, financially abusive 
behaviours were found to be the most common 
forms of intimate partner violence since the start of 
the pandemic.1700 Service providers in Australia also 
reported that perpetrators’ use of economic abuse 
had increased during Covid-19.1701 For some, the 
perpetrator began using economic abuse during 
Covid-19. In a survey with UK victim-survivors, 
of those who said the abuser had started being 
economically abusive during the pandemic, 35% 
said the abuser began to do so when the victim-
survivor’s pay decreased, 15% when the victim-
survivor lost their job due to the pandemic, 14% when 
their partner’s pay decreased, and 11% when they 
were furloughed from work (temporarily being put 
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on leave by an employer during the pandemic. In 
the UK, a government scheme meant that those 
furloughed would receive a portion of their wages), 
when their partner lost their job or when lockdown 
began.1702

Specific forms of economic abuse were therefore 
linked to the pandemic. In the US, government 
stimulus checks (one-off payments from the 
government for each adult and child during the 
Covid-19) were withheld by abusers from victim-
survivors, and abusers also manipulated taxes to 
prevent victim-survivors from being able to access 
their payments.1703 Research found that 39% of 
victim-survivors received but were unable to access, 
or did not receive, their stimulus check, with 17% 
reporting economic abuse as the reason why.1704 
For example, victim-survivors reported abusers 
ensuring checks were deposited into accounts that 
the perpetrator prevented them from having access 
to.1705 Perpetrators also used the uncertainty to 
prevent victim-survivors from getting jobs1706 and as 
an excuse to not pay child support.1707

In the UK, Surviving Economic Abuse conducted 
research into how the pandemic was impacting 
women victim-survivors of economic abuse, 
looking at seven key domains of everyday life: 
employment and education; finances; housing; 
child maintenance; welfare benefits; accessing to 
necessities; and accessing support.1708 There were a 
number of significant findings:1709

• 90% of women who responded were experiencing 
post-separation economic abuse during the 
pandemic.

• 45% reported that, due to the perpetrator’s actions 
since the start of the outbreak, their employment 
or education situation had worsened (This was 72% 
for financial situation, 17% for welfare benefits and 
35% for housing).

• 84% of those eligible for child support said 
they were worried about their access to these 
payments due to the perpetrator’s actions.

• 22% of women reported that the perpetrator had 
stopped paying child support during the outbreak, 
20% said that the perpetrator had paid less, 18% 
said that the perpetrator had paid unreliably, 
and 9% said he had threatened to stop paying, 
whilst 40% said the perpetrator did not pay prior 
to the pandemic and had continued not to do so 

(this was at a time of limited capacity in the Child 
Maintenance Service, meaning perpetrators did 
not have to provide any evidence to reduce or 
stop payments, and there was incredibly limited 
enforcement action).

• 94% of those living with the perpetrator were 
worried about their current access to economic 
resources and core necessities, compare to 45% of 
those no longer living with the perpetrator.

• Perpetrators were able to use the pandemic to 
restrict victim-survivors ability to work and study, 
including by preventing them from accessing the 
resources needed (such as to internet access or a 
laptop) and being abusive whilst they were trying 
to work, contacting victim-survivors’ employers 
to falsely accuse them of breaking lockdown 
restrictions, and refusing to contribute to childcare 
(both during and after leaving the abuser).

• The shift away from cash enabled increased 
monitoring of victim-survivors’ spending.

• Perpetrators interfered with victim-survivors’ 
ability to access payment holidays for mortgages, 
or used restrictions to regain access to the family 
home.

• Victim-survivors found it more difficult to access 
support, including finding safe times to ring 
helplines due to the perpetrator being home more 
often, or being scared of going into a refuge for 
fear of catching Covid-19. 

• Legal proceedings were also impacted.
 
Findings therefore demonstrated how the pandemic 
and resulting restrictions and responses created 
a conducive context for perpetrators of economic 
abuse. 

Summary
This chapter has synthesised the wide range 
of evidence available globally on the nature of 
economic abuse, including how economically 
abusive behaviours can be categorised, how they 
might interact and overlap with other forms of 
abuse, and the wide varieties of impacts the abuse 
can have. 
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Policy responses  
to economic abuse 

This section of the report will 
establish how policy responses 
at the international, national and 
regional level have responded to 
economic abuse.
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One report found that, of 160 of 190 countries 
examined with legislation on domestic abuse, 
many do not include economic abuse, with only 113 
countries having laws in place that protect women 
from economic abuse.1710 It was found to be the 
form of abuse with the least legislative response, 
coming behind physical (158 countries have laws 
addressing), psychological (with 157 countries 
including this form of abuse) and sexual violence 
(addressed by 134 countries).1711

Similarly, a 2017 report found that half (50.1%) of 
countries do not have specific legislation against 
economic violence, with almost 1.4 billion women 
lacking protection against this form of abuse.1712 
The research found that this had decreased since 
2013, when 60.3% of countries had no law against 
economic violence in the context of domestic abuse, 
suggesting some progress in the recognition of 
economic abuse.1713 By region, it was found that 
many countries lack laws addressing economic 
abuse as part of domestic violence, including 
• 52.9% of countries in East Asia and Pacific
• 52.2% of countries in Europe and Central Asia
• 28.6% of countries in Latin America and Caribbean
• 78.6% of countries in the Middle East and North Africa
• 100% of countries in North America
• 20% of countries in South Asia
• 52.8% of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa.1714  

This chapter will therefore explore how economic 
abuse has been responded to in policy across the 
globe. It will focus on legislative responses, with the 
work of government bodies (for example, that of 
welfare benefits, child support and courts) explored 
in the next chapter. As a general rule, it will only 
include countries where economic or financial 
abuse is referred to in legislation, rather than 
naming countries where it is not recognised. 

International
Breckenridge has argued that economic abuse 
remains absent from international and national 
plans of action on domestic abuse. 1715 This includes 
the fact that neither financial nor economic 
abuse are recognised as forms of abuse in the 
‘foundational definition’ of violence against women, 
the 1993 UN Declaration on Elimination of Violence 
Against Women.1716 However, others have pointed 
out that the UN General Assembly’s 2002 Resolution 
on the Elimination of Domestic Violence against 
Women recognises that domestic violence may 
include economic deprivation.1717 Similarly, a study 
released in 2006 by the UN Secretary General 
included economic violence within the definition of 
violence against women, as well as stating that this 
form of abuse requires increased attention.1718

Whilst not a policy response, the United Nations 
has described economic abuse as ‘a unique and 
imperative form of controlling behaviour using by 
an abuser in an intimate relationship’, alongside 
other forms of abuse such as physical, sexual and 
psychological.1719 

National

Africa
Within the continent of Africa, the Protocol to the 
African Charter of Human and Peoples’ Rights on 
the Rights of Women in Africa (known as the Maputo 
Protocol), includes a comprehensive definition of 
violence against women, in which economic harm 
is referred to.1720 Beninger argues that multi-layered 
and regional human rights law, such as the Maputo 
Protocol, obligates African states to introduce 
legislative reforms against domestic abuse.1721

This research was therefore able to find evidence 
of the inclusion of economic abuse in a number of 
countries in the continent of Africa, which will be 
outlined below. 
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Gabon
In September 2021, Gabon passed its first national 
law on the elimination of violence against women. 
This law includes economic abuse in the definition.1722

Ghana
Ghana enacted the Domestic Violence Act in 2007, 
which defines and prohibits domestic violence as 
it occurs in intimate or family relationships. The Act 
states its purpose ‘in particular’ is to protect women 
and children.1723 Economic violence within the Act is 
defined as:

‘the deprivation or threatened deprivation 
of economic or financial resources which a 
person is entitled to by law, the disposition 
or threatened disposition of moveable or 
immovable property in which another person 
has a material interest and hiding or hindering 
the use of property in which another person 
has a material interest.’1724

The Act also allows for the use of protection orders, 
which can require a perpetrator to vacate a 
shared home but continue to pay rent or mortgage 
payments, provide financial compensation or pay 
for medical fees incurred due to the abuse.1725 
However, Sedziafa et al. have argued that whilst 
economic abuse is ‘widespread and acknowledged 
as a punishable offence’, perpetrators are rarely 
punished, suggesting this may be due to a lack of 
reporting, or difficulty in providing evidence.1726 

Kenya
In Kenya, the Protection Against Domestic Violence 
Act passed in 2015, and the Act defines economic 
abuse as:

‘the unreasonable deprivation of economic 
or financial resources to which an applicant 
is entitled or which the applicant requires, 
including household necessities, medical 
expenses, school fees, rent, mortgage 
expenses or other similar expenses; and 
the denial to the applicant of the right to 
seek employment or engage in any income-
generating activity’1727

However, the law has been criticised for including 
economic abuse as a form of emotional abuse, 
thereby making it harder to identify.1728

Liberia
In 2019, Liberia introduced its domestic violence 
law, which ‘sets out a comprehensive definition of 
economic abuse’, including deprivation of household 
necessities, failure to make rent payments, 
destroying or damaging property and payment of 
school fees for children.1729

Namibia
In 2003, Namibia enacted the Combating of 
Domestic Violence Act, a gender-neutral piece of 
legislation which prohibits and defines domestic 
violence as a range of acts within a domestic 
relationship, including economic abuse.1730 The Act 
also makes provision for protection orders, which 
can include the need for a perpetrator to make 
maintenance payments.1731 
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Nigeria
The Violence against Persons (Prohibition) Act 
2015 was recognised as a ‘serious development’ 
in Nigeria, as, previously, legislative responses 
to gender-based violence were dependent on 
individual states.1732 The Act prohibits all gender-
based violence, defining violence as including 
economic harm, which includes ‘forced financial 
dependence or economic abuse and damage to 
property’.1733 However, this definition appears to be 
limited in scope, not expanding upon what might be 
meant by economic abuse. 

At a state level, Lagos State introduced the 2007 
Lagos State Protection Against Domestic Violence 
Law (PADVL), which recognises economic abuse 
as a form of violence against women.1734 However, 
Johnson has criticised the law for including non-
physical forms of abuse, including economic 
and psychological abuse, arguing that proof 
of the abuse becomes more challenging, and 
that perpetrators may use the law against their 
victims.1735 

South Africa
The South Africa Domestic Violence Act came into 
effect in 1998, including economic abuse in its 
gender-neutral definition of domestic violence.1736 
Economic abuse is defined as:

‘a) The unreasonable depravation of 
economical or financial resources which 
the Complainant is entitled to under the law 
or which the Complainant requires out of 
necessity, including household necessities 
for the Complainant, and mortgage bond 
repayments or payment of rent in respect of 
the shared residence or;  
 
b) The unreasonable disposal of household 
effects or other property in which the 
Complainant has an interest.’1737

However, the Act does not create a criminal offence 
of domestic (or economic) abuse,1738 though it does 
provide provision for Emergency Monetary Relief 
(EMR). This is defined as ‘compensation for monetary 
losses…as a result of domestic violence’ such as loss of 
earnings, medical expenses or household necessities, 
when applying for an interim protection order.1739  In 
her research with domestic abuse services, however, 
Clarke found that there were a number of challenges 
in requesting EMR, including the police and courts not 
recognising or acknowledging economic abuse as a 
form of abuse by itself, or magistrates being reluctant 
to grant EMR.1740 

Tanzania
Whilst economic abuse is not specifically dealt with 
under Tanzanian law, Kamanzi has pointed out that 
under Section 264 of the Penal Code, it is clarified 
that a spouse can be found guilty of stealing from 
their partner.1741 This has therefore been criticised for 
failing to encompass the full spectrum of behaviours 
of economic abuse.1742

Uganda
Uganda passed the Domestic Violence Act in 
April 2010, and the Act includes a broad definition 
of domestic violence, which includes economic 
abuse.1743 

Zambia
Zambia passed the Anti Gender-based Violence 
Act in April 2011, following advocacy and collective 
action.1744 1745 The Act includes economic abuse within 
the definition of gender-based violence, although it 
has been criticised for not criminalising the abuse it 
refers to.1746 
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Zimbabwe
In Zimbabwe, the Domestic Violence Act 2006 
includes economic violence in the definition of 
domestic violence, defining economic abuse as the 
‘deprivation of economic or financial resources to 
which a complainant is entitled under the law, or 
which the complainant requires out of necessity, 
including household necessities, medical expenses, 
school fees, mortgage bond and rent payments, 
or other like expenses’.1747 The law recognises that 
economic abuse is usually perpetrated against 
women by their husbands or male family members, 
and it also criminalises the disposal of household 
effects or property at the expense of another family 
member who has an interest in it. 1748 However, it 
has been argued that prosecutions around this 
are rare.1749 The inclusion of economic abuse has 
been recognised as impressive and significant 
in Zimbabwe, when Banda has pointed out that, 
despite high literacy rates amongst women, 
participation in the formal and paid labour sector 
is lower than men’s, often meaning women are 
dependent on male partners financially.1750 

Asia (including the Middle East)
The research found evidence that economic abuse 
was included in the below countries across the 
continent of Asia, which includes the Middle East. 
Unfortunately, despite the research cited above 
stating that 20% of countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa have legislation which includes 
economic abuse, no legislation in countries in the 
Middle East was found as part of this review. It is 
unknown if this is due to the search terms used as 
part of this research or a lack of legislation within 
countries in the Middle East, though it could be a 
combination of the two.

As stated above, countries without policy recognition 
of economic abuse are not included. For example, 
Sri Lanka’s definition of domestic abuse has been 
criticised for not specifically including economic 
abuse,1751 as has Israel’s.1752 Jordan has been criticised 
for women’s poor economic participation, including 
that men are considered financially responsible, 
meaning they are able to prevent their wives from 
working.1753 This has also been noted elsewhere in 
the Middle East.1754 It is worth noting that Jordan and 
several other countries in the Middle East ranked 
lowly on the 2022 World Economic Forum’s index for 
women’s economic participation and opportunity, 
which uses measures including those around 
women’s labour-force participation rate and wage 
equality for similar work.1755

Bangladesh
The Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection 
Act) of 2010 defines domestic violence in 
Bangladesh as inclusive of economic abuse. 1756 
Economic abuse is defined as ‘deprivation of all or 
any economic and financial resources or property 
to which the victim is entitled; preventing the use 
of daily necessities; deprivation or prohibition of 
the victim access her Stridhan, dower or alimony; 
transferring property rights of the victim without 
their consent or prohibiting their access to such 
rights, and; deprivation or prohibition of legal rights 
to continued access to resources or facilities to which 
the victim is entitled to’.1757 The law also provides for 
protective orders for victims, including making a 
perpetrator pay for expenses relating to the abuse, 
though it does not criminalise domestic abuse. 1758 
This means previously existing laws are the only 
route to prosecution.1759

Bangladesh has also enacted a law prohibiting 
dowry payments, by criminalising the giving, taking 
(or abating of the giving or taking) or demanding 
of dowry payments. Whilst dowry payments are not 
necessarily inherently economically abusive, the 
previous chapter has highlighted how they (or other 
similar payments related to marriage) may be used 
as or alongside economic abuse. However, Begum 
has argued that, despite the penalties introduced 
by the Dowry Prohibition Act 1980 and subsequent 
amendments, the practice of dowry continues.1760 
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She also criticises the law for failing to take into 
account the power imbalance between those asking 
for dowry and those paying it, by criminalising both 
equally.1761 Begum therefore suggests a number of 
changes, including that only those who take dowry 
payments should be penalised, that gifts given at 
marriage should be registered in the bride’s name, 
including indirect demand for dowry in addition to 
direct demand, and changes to the police and court 
response to dowry cases.1762 

Cambodia
Weston notes that Cambodia includes economic 
abuse within its definition of domestic abuse.1763

India
The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence 
came into effect in India in October 2006 and 
includes economic abuse within the definition of 
domestic abuse. Economic abuse is defined as:

‘a) deprivation of economic resources to 
which the victim is entitled and requires out of 
necessity,  
 
(b) disposal of household goods to which she 
is entitled to use by virtue of the domestic 
relationship, or  
 
(c) prohibition of access to resources which 
she is entitled to use by virtue of her domestic 
relationship.’1764 

Under the law, victim-survivors can claim monetary 
relief and have a right to residence, though it has 
been argued that, in reality, maintenance amounts 
are often very small, take a long time to be awarded 
and require further rounds of (expensive) litigation 
to actually receive.1765 Similarly, a woman’s right to 
her stridhan (property given at time of marriage) 
and any dowry payments are difficult to enforce in 
practice.1766 

India has also prohibited the giving and taking of 
dowry payments under the Dowry Prohibition Act 
(1961) and the Indian Penal code (1971), as well 
as powers around deaths and cruelty related to 
dowry.1767 This includes that deaths within seven 
years of marriage can be tried as relating to dowry 
payments, and the criminalisation of a husband 
or relatives for abusing or harassing a woman into 
death by suicide for a lack of dowry.1768 However, 
these have been criticised for being ineffective 
and ambiguously drafted (for example, by equally 
criminalising the giving of dowry and penalising 
the bride’s family).1769  The practice of dowry and 
associated abuse remains prevalent in India.1770

Indonesia
In Indonesia, the 2004 Anti Domestic Violence Law 
provides a definition of and criminalises domestic 
abuse, including economic abuse.1771 Economic 
abuse includes two elements under the law: ‘an act 
which results in the economic loss or deprivation 
of a family member and; creating economic 
dependence by limiting or prohibiting someone to 
work either in or outside of the home, refusing to 
provide nafaqah (financial support a husband must 
provide for a wife under Islamic law), eliminating 
access and control to economic resources or 
neglecting the family member’.1772 These acts can 
be punished under the Anti Domestic Violence Law, 
including imprisonment for a maximum of three 
years, or a maximum fine of fifteen million rupiah 
(approximately 800 GBP or 1000 USD).1773

Malaysia
Amendments to the 1994 Domestic Violence 
Act extended the legislative understanding of 
domestic abuse in Malaysia to include financial loss 
caused by the abuse. 1774 This includes dishonestly 
misappropriating a victim’s property, causing the 
victim financial loss, and threatening the victim to 
cause fear for their or their property’s safety.1775 A 
victim can be awarded compensation for personal 
injuries, damages to property or financial loss as a 
results of the abuse, if the court deems it just and 
reasonable.1776 However, as Randawar has argued, 
economic abuse (as well as other forms of abuse 
including psychological or emotional abuse) as a 
broader concept is not fully recognised within the 
law.1777
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Maldives
The Domestic Violence Bill passed in April 2012, 
referring to any domestic relationship and including 
a range of actions as domestic violence, including 
economic abuse.1778 

Mongolia
Mongolia’s Law to Combat Domestic Violence 
came into effect in February 2017 and criminalises 
the second act of domestic abuse, with fines and 
warnings in the first instance.1779 The Act includes 
economic abuse as a form of domestic violence.1780

Nepal
Economic abuse is recognised in Nepal’s definition 
of domestic abuse under the 2008 Domestic 
Violence Act, which involves anyone in a domestic 
relationship.1781 

Pakistan 
Pakistan passed the Domestic Violence Act of 2012, 
defining domestic violence as including economic 
abuse, including the deprivation of economic or 
financial resources.1782 As well as the national law, 
the provinces of Sindh, Balochistan, and Punjab 
passed domestic violence laws in 2013, 2014, and 
2016, which define and include economic abuse.1783

Philippines
Introduced in 2004, the Philippines’ Anti-Violence 
Against Women Act includes definitions of specific 
forms of abuse, including economic abuse, which is 
defined as:

‘An act that makes a woman financially 
dependent which includes but is not limited to: 
withdrawal of financial support or prevention 
of the victim from engaging in any legitimate 
profession, occupation, business or activity, 
except in cases where in the other spouse/
partner objections are valid.’1784

The Philippines also requires employers to provide 
victim-survivors of abuse with 10 days of paid 
leave.1785

Timor-Leste
Domestic violence in Timor-Leste is defined by the 
2010 Law Against Domestic Violence as any act 
(or result of an act) committed either in a family or 
intimate relationship context where there is influence 
of one person over another, which is described as 
‘notably physical or economic’, which results in harm, 
including economic abuse.1786 1787 Economic abuse is 
then defined as:

‘any conduct that involves retention, partial 
subtraction, or total destruction of personal 
items, working instruments, impeding 
work inside or outside the home, personal 
documents, goods, values and rights or 
economic resources, including those designed 
to meet the personal needs and the needs of 
the household.’1788

Of particular interest here is the inclusion of one 
person having influence over the other, including 
economically. This seems to suggest a recognition of 
unequal economic positions within relationships. 

Vietnam
In Vietnam, economic abuse is included in the 
definition of domestic violence enacted by the 2007 
Law on Domestic Violence Prevention and Control, 
with relevant examples given including: 

‘(g) appropriating, demolishing, destroying or 
other purposeful acts to damage the private 
properties of other family members, or the 
shared properties of family members;  
 
(h) forcing other family members to overwork 
or to contribute more earning than they can 
afford; controlling other family members’ 
income to make them financially dependent;  
 
(i) conducting unlawful acts to turn other 
family members out of their domicile.’1789
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However, the law has been criticised for not 
introducing any new criminal offences, with some 
suggesting that the cases that are given attention 
still predominately include serious physical 
injuries.1790 

Europe
A significant factor in European legislative responses 
to economic abuse is the Istanbul Convention. 
Within the convention, economic abuse is named 
as a form of both violence against women and 
domestic violence.1791 However, unlike with other 
forms of abuse (including psychological abuse, 
stalking, physical violence, sexual violence and rape, 
forced marriage and forced genital mutilation), 
the Convention does not require economic abuse 
to be criminalised. This has  led some to argue 
that economic violence is less recognised in EU 
member states, and a dissonance in the recording 
of economic abuse due to the different responses 
across member states.1792 In addition to the Istanbul 
Convention, the European Parliament introduced 
the Directive 2012/29/EU in October 2012, which 
establishes minimum standards on the rights, 
supports and protections for victims of crime, 
which recognises ‘violence in close relationships’.1793 
The definition of violence here includes economic 
violence and states that the impact can include 
economic loss, as well as recognising that women 
are disproportionately likely to be victims of abuse in 
relationships.1794 

The European Commission’s report into the 
criminalisation of gender-based violence against 
women provides information on the inclusion of 
economic abuse in European countries. Where no 
other information was found in the course of the 
research, these countries are detailed here, rather 
than below. The report found that, among European 
states, the following countries have utilised either the 
Istanbul Convention’s definitions of gender-based 
violence or violence against women, or the Directive 
2012/29/EU: Austria, Cyprus, Estonia, France, 
Germany, Greece, Iceland and Malta.1795 Czechia is 
also noted to include economic violence within the 
definition of gender-based violence.1796 

The report also notes that the following countries 
include economic or financial violence in their 
definition of domestic violence: Belgium, Bulgaria,1797 
Croatia, Hungary, Lithuania, Malta, Romania,1798 
Slovenia,1799 and Slovakia.1800 1801 For Belgium, 
Bulgaria, Lithuania and Romania, economic abuse 
is not included within criminal laws. Similarly, 
Denmark has been noted to cover financial abuse 
(along with other forms of violence against women) 
in the provisions offered by the criminal code, 
despite a lack of law on violence against women 
specifically.1802 Other countries, including Spain 
and Italy, have been criticised for failing to include 
economic abuse within their definitions.1803 Other 
countries may have legislation that could be used 
to respond to economic abuse without explicitly 
referring to it. For example, Ireland introduced 
an offence of coercive control in 2018 and, whilst 
economic abuse is not named explicitly, it is likely 
that economically abusive behaviours could be 
included when prosecuting coercive control.1804

The European Commission has argued that 
definitions of economic violence in member states 
are rare and that, often, general offences against 
property are applied to cases of economic abuse, 
which is a more limited view than the Istanbul 
Convention promotes.1805

Croatia
Croatia enacted the Law on Protection from 
Domestic Violence in 2009, which included economic 
violence in the definition of domestic violence.1806 

Ukraine
Economic violence is included in the definition of 
domestic violence under the On Prevention and 
Counteraction to Domestic Violence law, which 
passed in 2017.1807 Economic violence is defined 
here as the intentional deprivation of housing, food, 
clothes or other property, money and documents, 
or the opportunity to use them, as well as banning 
someone from working or studying, coercing them 
to work, preventing them from accessing necessary 
treatment services, leaving someone without care, 
and ‘other offences of economic nature’.1808
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United Kingdom
In England and Wales, the Westminster Government 
introduced a statutory definition of economic abuse 
within the gender-neutral Domestic Abuse Act 2021, 
defining it as:

‘any behaviour that has a substantial adverse 
effect on B’s ability to –  
 
(a) Acquire, use or maintain money or other 
property, or  
 
(b) Obtain goods or services.’1809

This definition is based on the research on economic 
abuse developed by Adams et al. in the US.1810 
In a factsheet on the Domestic Abuse Act, the 
Government included examples such as having sole 
control of the family income, preventing someone 
from claiming welfare benefits, interfering with 
someone’s education, training or employment, 
damaging a victim’s property, and not allowing 
a victim access to or controlling their access to 
their mobile phone, transport, utilities or food.1811 
The Government also accepted an amendment 
to extend the offence of controlling or coercive 
behaviour in England and Wales to include abuse 
which occurs following the end of a relationship.1812 
As explored in the previous chapter, this is 
particularly relevant to the perpetration of economic 
abuse.  

The Welsh Government have also named financial 
abuse in the Violence Against Women, Domestic 
Abuse, Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015, defining it 
as ‘the stealing of money or other property, fraud, 
being put under pressure in relation to money or 
other property, or having money or other property 
misused’.1813

The offence of controlling or coercive behaviour can 
also be used to prosecute economic abuse in the 
UK devolved nations. England and Wales were the 
first countries to criminalise controlling or coercive 
behaviours in 2015, with Scotland following in 
2019.1814 

Whilst the England and Wales offence did not 
name economic abuse explicitly, guidance around 
prosecuting the offence referred to financial abuse, 
1815 including control of finances, with examples such 
as only allowing a person a punitive allowance, 
and limiting access to finances or taking wages, 
benefits or allowances.1816 Research into economic 
abuse within successful prosecutions of this 
offence found that 60% of cases of controlling 
or coercive behaviour included behaviours of 
economic abuse.1817 In Northern Ireland, coercive 
and controlling behaviour was also criminalised 
through the Domestic Abuse and Civil Proceedings 
Act 2021,1818 referring to conduct which relates to ‘the 
person’s ability to acquire, use or maintain money 
or property or the person’s ability to obtain goods or 
services’.1819

The Istanbul Convention requires states to provide 
disaggregated data on the forms of violence it 
includes within the definition of domestic abuse, 
but the UK currently does not do this. As Sharp-
Jeffs has pointed out, the Crime Survey for England 
and Wales presents the findings for a sole question 
(which has also been criticised for being subjective 
in nature and failing to capture the complex nature 
of economic abuse) related to financial abuse under 
the heading of ‘non-physical’ forms of abuse.1820 
There have also been calls for more recognition 
of dowry abuse, 1821 as well as to remove the ‘no 
recourse to public funds’ rule for immigrants without 
permanent residency, which prevents victim-
survivors from accessing state benefits, creating an 
additional barrier to leaving an abusive partner.1822 

North America and the Caribbean
Within North America, policy responses to economic 
abuse were found in Canada, the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and the 
United States. Responses in the US were also found 
to differ significantly at a state level, and there were 
also variations across Canadian provinces.



90

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

Canada
In Canada, neither financial or economic abuse are 
recognised in the statutory definition of domestic 
abuse,1823 nor is there a specific offence of domestic 
or family violence, with other criminal acts (such as 
violence, theft, fraud or stalking) used to respond 
to domestic abuse.1824 However, there has been 
some progress towards the recognition of economic 
abuse. An updated Divorce Act was enacted in 
March 2021,1825 which added financial abuse and 
coercive or controlling behaviour to the definition of 
domestic violence, though financial abuse has not 
been defined within the Act. 1826  In addition, in July 
2019, the Canadian federal government introduced 
a fee-exempt, temporary resident permit for verified 
victims of family violence whose immigration 
status is dependent on their abusive partner, with 
guidelines providing a broad definition of domestic 
abuse, including financial abuse and neglect.1827 
However, these permits are temporary, with a 
timespan of between 6 months and 3 years.1828

There have therefore been calls for the federal 
government to expand the national Gender-Based 
Violence Strategy to include economic abuse, and 
for a statutory definition of economic abuse to be 
created.1829 

Across Canada, provinces have responded to 
economic and financial abuse within their own 
legislation. For example, British Columbia’s Family 
Law Act includes ‘unreasonable restrictions on, 
or prevention of, a family member’s financial 
or personal autonomy’, as well as ‘intimidation, 
harassment, coercion or threats, including threats 
respecting another other…property’.1830 

Dominican Republic
In 2011/12, the Dominican Republic amended 
existing domestic abuse legislation in order to 
include economic violence.1831 

Mexico
In Mexico, article 343 of the Federal Penal Code 
2020 states that the crime of family violence includes 
patrimonial or economic aggression.1832

Trinidad and Tobago
Amending an earlier piece of legislation, the 
Domestic Violence Act of Trinidad and Tobago (1999) 
widened the definition of domestic abuse to include 
financial abuse.1833 

USA
In the United States, domestic violence criminal 
offences are primarily enforced at a local and state 
level, with each state varying in their definition and 
provision around domestic abuse.1834 Stylianou notes 
that, for economic abuse, more overt forms may be 
able to be prosecuted under criminal law (such as 
opening a line of credit in the victim’s name without 
their permission), whilst more covert forms (such as 
controlling the finances) rarely meet standards to be 
considered a crime.1835

The most significant piece of legislation regarding 
federal recognition of violence against women is 
through the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), 
through which federal funds are distributed to state 
domestic violence coalitions or organisations.1836 
This Act was going through a process of 
reauthorisation in 2021, with advocates lobbying for 
one amendment to be an inclusion of a definition 
of economic abuse (previous versions of VAWA 
had referred to the economic impacts of domestic 
violence, but this had not be directly linked to 
economic abuse).1837

At a federal level, the Internal Revenue Service, 
the government body responsible for collecting 
taxes, enacted what is known as innocent spouse 
provision, which offers relief for an innocent spouse 
whose partner has jointly filed fraudulent tax 
returns.1838  However, Clarke has suggested that the 
factors used by the IRS and United States Tax Court 
‘often produce inequitable results when the taxpayer 
is a victim of domestic abuse’, with conflicting 
and ‘often unattainable’ requirements for how 
victim-survivors can corroborate abuse claims,1839 
and inconsistencies in whether financial abuse is 
considered to be ‘its own “category of abuse”’ and 
how this might affect claims.1840 More protection is 
therefore needed in order to ensure victim-survivors 
of domestic and economic abuse are not punished 
for their partner’s actions around taxes.
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At a state level, definitions of, and responses and 
remedies to economic abuse differ,1841 including 
around the use of protection orders.1842 FreeFrom 
has mapped and scored states’ responses to 
victim-survivors financial security, entitled The 
National Survivor Financial Security Policy Map and 
Scorecard.1843 The project evaluates each state’s 
response to victim-survivors’ financial security 
against a set of model policies in thirteen policy 
categories: 
• economic abuse definition in state laws
• paid and protective leave
• safe workplaces
• unemployment insurance accessibility
• litigation abuse
• designated tort for intimate partner violence
• Victims of Crime compensation accessibility
• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP) accessibility
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 

accessibility
• safe banking protection
• coerced and fraudulent debt protection
• rental protections 
• alternatives to law enforcement responses.1844 

Two states (California and Illinois) are recorded as 
being ‘financial security friendly’, the second highest 
ranking, whilst a further 11 are recognised as ‘taking 
steps’ to financial security, but none have achieved 
the highest ranking of ‘model state’.1845 The project 
notes that no states have model policies across the 
13 areas.1846

When it comes to coerced debt, there is no single 
legal avenue at a federal or state level through 
which victim-survivors can access relief,1847 and it has 
been noted that both state laws and family courts 
currently generally fail to address coerced debt.1848 
Littwin has therefore suggested family courts could 
deal with coerced debt during the divorce process 
as part of the division of property and assets, by 
determining whether an abuser has generated 
debt in the victim-survivor’s name through fraud or 
duress.1849 

In the state of New York, the Family Court Act was 
amended in 2013 to recognise several offences 
relating to economic abuse, including identity theft 
and coercion, which it has been argued could be 
used to respond to economic abuse.1850 Whilst this is 
promising, it is noted that the legislation did little in 
terms of relief for victim-survivors.1851 

However, in 2019, Maine enacted an Act to 
Provide Relief to Survivors of Economic Abuse, 
which provided protection for victim-survivors by 
imposing additional obligations on debt collectors 
and consumer reporting agencies. 1852 This includes 
a requirement to remove any debt determined 
to be the result of economic abuse from a victim-
survivor’s credit report, and authorising courts to 
order compensation for losses relating to economic 
abuse.1853 The law also defines economic abuse as 
‘causing or attempting to cause an individual to be 
financially dependent by maintaining control over 
the individual’s financial resources’, with examples 
provided including: 
• unauthorised use of credit or property
• withholding access to money or credit cards
• forbidding attending school or work
• stealing or defrauding of money or assets
• exploiting individual resources for personal gain
• withholding resources such as food, clothing, 

medication or shelter.1854

Oceania
In the region of Oceania, only evidence around 
policy responses to economic abuse in the New 
Zealand and Australia were found, including 
responses at a state and territorial level in Australia. 

Australia
Changes to the Family Law Act identifies behaviours 
which may constitute economic violence. 1855 This 
includes unreasonably denying a family member 
the financial autonomy they otherwise would have, 
and unreasonably withholding financial support 
to meet the reasonable living expenses of a family 
member or their child when the family member is 
entirely or predominantly dependent on the person 
for financial support.1856 1857 
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However, economic or financial abuse is not 
included as a priority in Australia’s National Plan to 
Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children, 
though some versions of the action plan include 
brief mentions of financial abuse.1858

Almost all states and territories across Australia 
have responded to economic abuse in legislation 
(including the Australian Capital Territory, 
Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and 
the Northern Territory),1859 with New South Wales 
being the only state that does not include or define 
domestic abuse in law.1860 Tasmania was the first 
state to recognise economic abuse in 20041861 and, at 
the time of writing, they remain the only state to have 
criminalised economic abuse. However, use of the 
law has been incredibly limited, with McMahon and 
McGorrery finding that there have been no successful 
prosecutions in the first nine years of the offence.1862 
1863 Breckenridge suggests that this may be due to the 
failure of criminal justice systems to recognise non-
physical forms of abuse and the ‘hidden’ or ‘private’ 
nature of economic abuse. 1864 Some states are also 
exploring the introduction of laws relating to coercive 
control, which may be another route to prosecuting 
economic abuse.1865 Dowry abuse has also been 
provided as an example in the state of Victoria’s 
Family Violence Protection Act.1866 

There have therefore been a number of 
recommendations made for the legal response 
to economic abuse in Australia, including that 
economic abuse requires a consistent definition 
across Australia.1867 Aside from clear messaging 
that economic abuse is not acceptable, this would 
allow for more consistent applications of federal 
systems (such as family law, immigration, and social 
security) across states.1868 The Royal Commission 
into Family Violence in the state of Victoria also 
included a number of recommendations regarding 
financial security and domestic abuse. Bond et al. 
summarise these as being in three areas: enhancing 
the ability of community services to help address 
and prevent financial problems as a result of family 
violence; changing business processes to reduce 
the financial impact of family violence on customers 
and; changing legislation (specifically around 
tenancy laws and fines) to improve outcomes for 
victim-survivors.1869 There have also been calls for 
increased recognition of and response to dowry 
related abuse.1870

New Zealand
Under the legal definition of domestic abuse, 
economic abuse is categorised as part of 
psychological abuse. 1871 It is described as the denial 
or limiting of access to financial resources, or 
preventing or restricting employment or education 
opportunities.1872 Dowry-related violence has also 
been included in the definition of family violence in 
New Zealand.1873 

New Zealand has also introduced legislation 
requiring employers to provide ten days of paid 
leave for victim-survivors,1874 as well as providing 
flexible working arrangements for victim-survivors, 
and prohibiting employment discrimination on the 
grounds of being a victim of domestic abuse.1875

However, as Milne et al. have argued, economic 
abuse must be recognised as a form of abuse in 
its own right and, by not recognising it as such, 
responses will be limited.1876

Southern and Central America
Whilst less evidence was found in this review relating 
to the recognition of economic abuse in Central and 
South America, there was some evidence around 
the inclusion of patrimonial abuse. Whilst this was 
often not specifically in the context of intimate 
partner abuse, it has been included here as it 
forms an important part of the picture of legislative 
responses across Central and South America. 

Deere and Leon have listed a number of countries in 
Central and South America which have recognised 
patrimonial or economic violence against women. 
Unless further information is available, these will 
be listed here in order to avoid repetition. These 
countries therefore include: Argentina, Bolivia, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, and Venezuela.1877 
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Brazil
Brazil passed legislation in 2006 which legally 
defined intimate partner violence, which included 
patrimonial violence.1878 The Maria da Penha Law 
defined patrimonial violence as behaviours which 
include the theft or damaging of property, work 
instruments, personal documents, assets, rights 
or economic resources, including those needed 
to meet basic needs.1879 The law also provides for 
protection measures, which can include property 
being restored to the victim and compensation for 
financial losses as a result of the abuse.1880

Colombia
In 2008, Colombia amended the existing legislation 
in order to expand the definition of violence against 
women. 1881  Deere and Leon have called the 
inclusion of economic and patrimonial violence 
an important achievement of the amendments, 
though this was not exclusive to intimate partner 
relationships.1882 It included the concept of abusive 
control of finances, as well as developing the idea 
of property damages against women.1883 Protection 
measures, such as the court being able to order a 
perpetrator to return belongings and documents or 
for them to be removed from the family home, were 
also included.1884

Costa Rica
Costa Rica’s initial domestic violence legislation 
was amended in 2007 to include patrimonial 
violence, with the definition broadly explaining it as 
behaviours which lead to damage, loss, destruction 
or taking of belongings, personal documents and 
economic resources.1885

Guatemala
The 2008 Femicide Law defined a range of abuses, 
including economic violence. It is defined in the law 
as including: 
• infringing upon, limiting or restricting a woman’s 

property, property rights or labour
• forcing a woman to endorse documents that 

affect, limit, restrict or put their assets at risk, or 
relieve or absolve financial, criminal, civil or other 
responsibilities

• destroying or hiding documents, identification, 
property, belongings or work tools required to 
carry out daily activities

• failing to meet the basic needs of her or her 
children

• using psychological, physical or sexual violence in 
order to control monetary resources.1886

It is punishable for up to eight years imprisonment.1887

Nicaragua
Nicaragua amended existing domestic violence 
legislation to incorporate patrimonial and economic 
violence in 2012, and it includes a perpetrator 
destroying a woman’s belongings, exploiting her 
economically, preventing her from working, denying 
access to food or her earnings, and not valuing 
domestic work within the scope of its definition. 1888 
1889 

Puerto Rico
Whilst Puerto Rico’s Law of Prevention and 
Intervention with Domestic Violence does not 
explicitly recognise economic violence, it does make 
provision for protection orders, which can include 
removing a perpetrator from the family home, 
the payment of child or spousal maintenance or 
compensation for the abuse, and preventing the 
perpetrator from disposing private or joint assets.1890 
However, it has been argued that, in practice, courts 
do not provide these economic remedies.1891 
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Uruguay
In 2018, Uruguay introduced legislation which 
defined both economic and patrimonial violence 
as separate concepts.1892 Economic violence was 
defined as behaviour which aims to limit, control 
or impede a woman’s income (including refusal to 
pay child or spousal maintenance) with the aim of 
limiting her autonomy, whilst patrimonial violence 
was defined as all behaviours which aim to impact 
a woman’s management of her assets, including 
through misappropriation, destruction, harm, 
embezzlement, loss or withholding of belongings, 
property rights, assets, work instruments, or personal 
documents.1893 This therefore distinguishes between 
the two.

Summary
This chapter has explored policy responses to 
economic abuse globally. Whilst many countries 
do have legislation which recognises economic 
violence, it is the least legislated form of abuse, and 
definitions may be vague, and can vary hugely. 
This means that the protections afforded to victim-
survivors will vary. Similarly, whilst economic abuse 
may be criminalised or included within criminal 
offences in some countries, this is not the case 
worldwide, and limits victim-survivors’ options 
around justice. However, evidence from Tasmania, 
Australia, where economic abuse is a specific 
criminal offence suggests this is of limited use, 
though this could be for a number of complex and 
overlapping reasons. Similarly, evidence suggests 
that the police and courts require further resources 
and a more developed understanding of economic 
abuse in order for protections introduced by 
legislation to be fully enacted. Further work should 
explore how the criminal justice system can best 
respond to economic abuse and provide victim-
survivors with economic justice.

Further work is also required internationally to 
recognise and respond to dowry-related abuse. 
Whilst countries in Asia were found to have 
introduced specific legislation around this, there 
have been calls for other countries (including 
Australia and the UK) to also introduce legislation to 
afford protection for victim-survivors, including for 
migrants. This will ensure that all can be protected 
from dowry-related abuse.

The findings have highlighted that, whilst there is 
significant work to be done, there has been a huge 
amount of progress in the legal recognition of 
economic abuse in the context of intimate partner 
violence around the world. However, it requires 
attention internationally and nationally in order to 
be effectively recognised and responded to. 
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Industry responses  
to economic abuse

This chapter explores the evidence 
that was found in relation to 
industry and practice responses  
to economic abuse. 
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This includes from the financial sector, including 
banks, mortgage providers and creditors, utility 
providers, government bodies (such as the police, 
courts, and child maintenance or support agencies), 
domestic abuse services (including financial 
capability, literacy and empowerment work), and 
other providers that arose in the literature. As will be 
demonstrated below, the range of industries and 
sectors coming into contact with victim-survivors is 
substantial, and varies from the private, public and 
third sector. This therefore demonstrates how wide-
reaching economic abuse can be, and the work that 
must be done to respond appropriately to victim-
survivors, who will often be dealing with a range 
of complex issues. However, it is also of note that in 
many countries, responses to economic abuse are 
non-existent or in very early stages, meaning that 
the support available for victim-survivors varies 
hugely globally.

Financial Sector
Although more people globally have a bank 
account than ever before, women, the poor, the 
young and those outside the workforce all continue 
to have lower account ownership rates globally. 
With a gender gap of 6 percentage points, only 
68% of women in developing economies have a 
formal account (whether with a bank or a regulated 
institution such a credit union, microfinance 
institution or mobile money service provider), 
compared to 74% of men.1894 Globally, 78% of men 
and 74% of women had an account, and these 
gender gaps around account ownership were found 
to be largest in Sub-Saharan African and the Middle 
East and North Africa.1895 It is therefore important to 
recognise that women’s access to bank accounts is 
unequal and differs significantly globally.

Perpetrators can use a range of services within the 
financial sector to carry out economic abuse when 
the victim has a bank account. Victim-survivors may 
have to manage banks, loans, consumer credit, bills 
and debts in delinking from a perpetrator, whilst 
also dealing with other difficult circumstances.1896 
The sector is therefore uniquely placed to respond to 
economic abuse.1897 

However, evidence has shown that, whilst staff in 
financial institutions are increasingly being trained 
on domestic abuse, they may be unsure about how 
to respond.1898This may be linked to awareness of 
the dangers victim-survivors face.1899 

In Australia, the Financial Ombudsman Service 
published its Approach to Joint Facilities and Family 
Violence in 2018. This includes the expectation that 
financial services engage effectively where there 
are signs of family violence, and advises services to 
speak to victim-survivors separately from abusers 
if there are signs of potential financial abuse.1900 
In the UK, an insight report authored by Portas 
and Sharp-Jeffs demonstrates the incidence and 
impact of economic abuse on women at different 
life stages (referencing “6 Moments That Matter”1901, 
a financial wellbeing life stage framework created 
by Portas) and how this affects their relationship 
with financial firms.  It further references a “PEOPLE 
Framework”1902 (a complementary framework 
created by Portas for organisations) to put forward 
practical insights and approaches that can be 
tailored to strategy, business, and operating 
models, consistent with Environmental Social and 
Governance (ESG) and regulatory developments, 
for how financial services can support victim-
survivors throughout their life stages. These include 
embedding financial wellbeing in strategies, 
adapting product offerings and customer journeys 
to ensure they accessible and assist prevention, 
and engaging meaningfully with victim-survivors to 
support good and fair outcomes.1903

Financial institutions play a key role in supporting 
victim-survivors, and Breckenridge makes the 
following suggestions for institutions in responding to 
economic abuse: establishing a specialist domestic 
abuse team and receiving specialist training  on 
economic abuse, including post-separation 
tactics.1904 Other measures that have already 
been implemented include screening protocols to 
identify victim-survivors of economic abuse, special 
products available for victim-survivors and hardship 
provisions.1905 



97

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

Banks and mortgage providers
As highlighted above, perpetrators can use banks 
to carry out economic abuse, and banks must 
be alert to this and ensure that victim-survivors 
are responded to appropriately. In their role as 
mortgage providers, banks are also in a key position 
in relation to housing for victim-survivors. Banks 
have increasingly become aware of the role they 
can play in responding to domestic and economic 
abuse, though it has been argued that, despite 
increased awareness in specialist teams, cultural 
shifts and systems changes are required, especially 
amongst frontline staff.1906

Victim-survivors have reported mixed responses 
from banks.1907 In Australia, Fernando has 
commented that victim-survivors faced frustrating 
and unhelpful responses from banks, who often 
did not understand the issues of power and control 
inherent in domestic abuse, with information 
about support procedures for victim-survivors 
inconsistently available.1908 Differences have also 
been noted when dealing with local branches, and 
when victim-survivors are self-advocating versus 
being supported by a financial counsellor.1909 1910 
Victim-survivors in the UK have reported being 
unable to use a PO Box at a refuge as an address 
for opening a new bank account,1911 as well as 
difficulties in freezing joint accounts being used 
abusively by a perpetrator.1912 One woman was told 
she should not have ‘let’ the perpetrator access her 
online banking details.1913 Evidence also suggests 
that victim-survivors are not aware of responses 
from banks, with 24% of respondents in a UK survey 
thinking they could not go to their bank for help,1914 
whilst 75% of victim-survivors in a US study had 
never sought support from a bank and, of those 
who had, 64% reported receiving either unhelpful 
support, or none at all.1915 Canadian research 
meanwhile found that 33% of victim-survivors 
reported financial institutions as either unhelpful 
or very unhelpful, more so than any other provider 
(such as police, hospitals or legal services).1916

However, promising responses from banks were 
also found in the evidence. For example, one 
victim-survivor in Australia found that her husband 
had withdrawn $40,000 from their joint account, 
following which the bank cancelled the account 
and divided the remaining money between them.1917 

Victim-survivors in Sharp-Jeff’s research also 
shared that their banks went above and beyond, 
including blocking a website that the perpetrator 
was spending money on with the victim-survivor’s 
bank card, and printing bank statements and 
suggesting these be used as evidence for a criminal 
prosecution.1918 

Similar issues of inconsistency have been raised 
around mortgage providers. For example, in the 
UK, the same piece of research found one victim-
survivor’s mortgage provider had let her have 
a significant length of time (over a year) without 
having to pay the mortgage, whilst another was 
being chased by her mortgage provider with little 
care for the abuse she had experienced.1919 The 
inconsistency in these decisions may be due to a 
lack of awareness of economic abuse, decisions 
being made on a commercial basis only, or a 
combination of the two factors. Similarly, whilst 
one bank initially responded well by supporting 
a victim-survivor with mortgage arrears through 
their vulnerability procedures in a specialist team, 
they removed her case from this team after 
she removed her restraining order against the 
perpetrator (to enable her children to see him more 
easily), as they took this to mean she was no longer 
vulnerable.1920 In Australia, a victim-survivor reported 
her mortgage provider refusing to change her 
mortgage to interest-only without the perpetrator’s 
consent, even after she explained the abuse. 1921 This 
research also found that perpetrators were able to 
make withdrawals from mortgage loan accounts 
without the victim-survivors’ consent.1922 In Spain, 
a victim-survivor reported the mortgage interest 
rate increasing following her disclosure that her 
ex-partner refused to contribute to the monthly 
payments.1923 During the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic, one victim-survivor in the UK reported 
being approved for a mortgage holiday (a break in 
payments, which she had been denied previously 
after disclosing abuse), under special measures 
introduced during the pandemic, leading her to 
comment that, ‘whether it was a national crisis or a 
personal crisis’, the bank could have provided her 
the break when she first requested it, and when it 
would have made the most difference for her.1924 
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A similar result was noted in Australia, where a 
victim-survivor had previously been rejected by her 
bank for some breathing space but was given six 
months of mortgage break without having to ask.1925 
Advocates have therefore shared that banks could 
be doing more, even just by giving victim-survivors 
some time to resolve other issues before instigating 
mortgage possession proceedings.1926 

A small number of countries have therefore 
developed guidelines for best practice for banks, 
including in Australia, Ireland and the UK. The 
Australian Banking Association developed Banking 
Code of Practice guidelines around preventing and 
responding to family and domestic violence, with 
an initial version released in 2016 and an updated 
version in 2021.1927  The guidelines detail a number 
of principles for good practice in the industry, which 
include:
• providing specially trained staff to respond to 

victim-survivors
• ensuring victim-survivors’ contact information is 

kept secure and confidential, including from any 
joint account holders

• various actions to take when a customer is 
recognised as being a victim-survivor, including 
identifying safe ways to communicate, not 
requiring the customer to make direct contact with 
other account holders, and informing customers 
about information the bank is obliged to share 
with a joint accountholder so the customer can be 
aware and make any necessary plans

• responding to abuse in transaction descriptions
• making it easier for victim-survivors to 

communicate with the bank, including minimising 
the number of times they have to share their 
experiences

• helping victim-survivors to regain control of their 
finances, including by assisting them to have their 
own bank account.1928

The UK Finance Financial Abuse Code of Practice 
was developed by UK Finance alongside the UK 
government, as well as third sector organisations 
including Surviving Economic Abuse.1929 First 
published in 2018, an updated code was released 
in 2021 as the 2021 Financial Abuse Code, with more 
banks and services signed up and committing to 
following the guidelines, which, like its Australian 
counterpart, are voluntary.1930 The guidelines include 
a number of principles, such as:
• raising awareness amongst staff about the 

existence and impact of economic abuse, as well 
as training for staff which aligns with the Code

• creating environments for customers which 
encourage disclosure of their needs, and providing 
a supportive response which respects the need for 
privacy

• treating each situation on a case-by-case 
basis and providing exception processes where 
appropriate

• working with customers to ensure their finances 
can be accessed safely

• considering non-mainstream documents as proof 
of identity.1931

The updated guidelines also make reference to 
coerced debt.1932

In Ireland, the Banking and Payments Federation 
Ireland released their Principles on Financial Abuse 
in 2022, which include: 
• raising awareness and encouraging disclosure
• training frontline staff
• identifying and responding appropriately to 

financial abuse
• minimising the need for a customer to repeat their 

experiences
• helping customers to regain control of their 

finances
• signposting or referring to external services.1933 
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The body has also requested training from Women’s 
Aid for bank executives responsible for policy 
implementation, and awareness raising training 
with frontline staff.1934 Following the development 
of these guidelines, similar guidelines have been 
urgently called for in Canada.1935 In the US, whilst 
there are no industry wide guidelines, FreeFrom 
have developed Survivor Safety Banking Guidelines 
which banks can implement.1936

Regarding action taken by specific banks, the Bank 
of New Zealand has taken a number of steps to 
tackle economic abuse. This includes providing 
a dedicated domestic and economic violence 
banking team (launched in June 2020), which is 
being advised by support organisations and expert 
academics and is only available through a referral 
from another organisation, such as a refuge.1937 The 
bank has also taken steps to identify and respond to 
perpetrators using bank transfers to send abusive 
or harassing messages and found that some 
perpetrators were including abusive messages 
when transferring child support payments.1938 In 
November 2021, the bank revealed they had found 
12,000 of these transactions in the previous six 
months and had worked to identify patterns across 
transactions.1939 This led to the discovery of one 
customer who had sent a daily one-cent payment 
to an ex-partner for several years, leading them 
to see his name every day in their account.1940 The 
bank also offers special domestic abuse leave for 
employees.1941

In Australia, the Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
has invested more than $30million in targeted 
activities and has expanded their support for 
people whose economic situations are impacted 
by domestic abuse.1942 They have partnered with 
academic and community experts to produce 
innovative responses, as well as receiving bespoke 
training for managers from the Gendered Violence 
Research Network.1943 They also increased their 
domestic violence leave from five to ten days, 
created a guide for leaders to support employees 
experiencing abuse, and introduced a Domestic 
and Family Violence Emergency Assistance Package 
for staff and customers, providing counselling and 
financial assistance.1944 

Meanwhile, the National Australian Bank (NAB) 
made a number of changes to support customers, 
including removing requirements around evidence 
for domestic abuse, instead beginning from a 
point of belief for disclosures of abuse.1945 A family 
violence assistance fund was also established, 
which provides grants of $2,500.1946 In addition, after 
learning that most defaults on loan payments were 
due to significant life events, including domestic 
abuse, NAB created the Assist Program to shift its 
approach to collections. This assists customers to 
development a payment plan, resulting in 90% of 
customers in defaults being able to make payments 
and saving the bank over $80 million annually.1947

In the UK, Lloyds Banking Group have partnered 
with Surviving Economic Abuse, with a specialist 
in economic abuse seconded from Surviving 
Economic Abuse to sit within the bank’s Domestic 
and Financial Abuse team, and training delivered 
by Surviving Economic Abuse.1948 Lloyds Banking 
Group provides guidance to its member banks 
on economic and domestic abuse, and has also 
changed terms to allow perpetrators to be removed 
from joint accounts.1949 Prior to this, Surviving 
Economic Abuse also worked with banks through a 
specialist Banking Advocate role, which worked to 
share resources with banks, train staff on economic 
abuse and provide advice on cases, and this role 
was considered to be pivotal to the outcomes 
achieved and helping banks to have more victim-
survivor led outcomes.1950 In addition, NatWest Bank 
have partnered with SafeLives to deliver cash grants 
of up to £1,000 to victim-survivors.1951 The bank 
has also conducted an internal review into how 
victim-survivors of economic abuse can be better 
supported, committing to making changes to ensure 
customers are better supported, including training 
from SafeLives and Surviving Economic Abuse.1952 
Again in partnership with Surviving Economic Abuse 
and SafeLives, NatWest released a guide to highlight 
the signs someone may be experiencing economic 
abuse during the Covid-19 pandemic.1953

In Israel, Women’s Spirit have undertaken work to 
expand an existing practice called the Banking 
Availability Covenant for Women Survivors of Abuse, 
which previously only applied to women in domestic 
abuse shelters.1954 The Covenant includes financial 
tools to make it easier for victim-survivors to repay 
debts to banks.1955
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There is therefore promising practice from banks, 
with a number of key themes. This includes specialist 
teams within banks in order to respond to economic 
and domestic abuse, as well as specialist training 
for these teams. The secondment of an economic 
abuse specialist to sit within these teams (as seen in 
the partnership between Surviving Economic Abuse 
and Lloyds Banking Group) is also good practice. 
The adoption of guidelines is also promising, but 
these must be enacted consistently and reliably 
across and within banks. Banks and financial 
services should also seek to raise awareness of 
economic abuse, and the role that they can play 
in responding to victim-survivors.  These practices 
must be adopted more widely.

Creditors
As was explored earlier in this report, perpetrators 
can use a range of methods to build up debt in a 
victim-survivor’s name. It has also been noted that 
perpetrators might use debt collection processes as 
a means of harassment.1956

Like banks, mixed responses have been reported 
from creditors. Advocates in Australian research 
reported that creditors across banks and utilities 
had variable understandings of economic abuse, 
and outcomes could vary greatly depending 
on who was spoken to.1957 Victim-survivors have 
also reported that some creditors had been 
understanding of their situation, but some victim-
survivors were too embarrassed to disclose.1958 
Similarly, victim-survivors have reported being 
distressed by the lack of sympathy from lenders and 
that they felt penalised for their ex-partner’s actions, 
particularly when they had made repayments but 
the perpetrator had not, whilst professionals in this 
research also felt that victim-survivors were more 
likely to be targeted for debt repayments than 
perpetrators, yet again meaning perpetrators were 
not held responsible.1959 In the US, it was found that 
76% of victim-survivors had not sought support from 
the credit card provider, and, of those who had, 
69% received no support, or felt the support they 
received was unhelpful.1960 This is unsurprising when, 
in one study in the US, no credit card providers were 
found to have a written policy or protocol to respond 
to domestic abuse, and there were inconsistencies 
in how providers would respond to scenarios of 
domestic abuse.1961 

Positively, some creditors in Australia have been 
noted to not list a defaulted payment on a credit 
report where they waive debt as a result of family 
violence.1962 However, others may enter into a 
repayment agreement or even waive a debt, but will 
still list the default on a credit report, thereby having 
long-term implications for victim-survivors.1963 
Similarly, creditors may be more likely to offer 
flexible repayment options rather than a debt 
waiver but this is inadequate and unfair in cases of 
economic abuse.1964

Regarding debt collection agencies, advocates 
in Australia have reported mixed responses 
regarding domestic and economic abuse, with 
more positive responses often seen when a victim-
survivor has access to a financial counsellor.1965 
Victim-survivors may find themselves referred to 
collection agencies, even in cases when they are in 
a hardship programme or already making regular 
repayments.1966 Meanwhile, Littwin has noted that 
the credit reporting system is ‘singularly unprepared 
to handle issues at the interaction of debt and 
domestic violence’, with credit reports negatively 
impacted by coerced debt. 1967 This adds to the 
difficulty for victim-survivors in obtaining housing 
and employment.1968

The Australian Banking Association also makes 
provisions around debt. These include that creditors 
should accept hardship application forms from joint 
debtors without the consent of the other party and 
should consider investigating circumstances where 
a joint debtor may have been coerced into taking 
credit despite receiving little or no benefit from it. 1969 
Similarly, it includes that creditors should consider 
severing or apportioning a joint loan so that a 
victim-survivor pays only either some or none of the 
debt in return for a release from the whole of the 
debt.1970 Bond and Ulbrick report that some creditors 
have varied or waived payments for joint loans for a 
victim-survivor without involving the perpetrator.1971 
The code on domestic and family violence issued 
by the Association also states that, where a bank 
is aware that a customer’s debt involves domestic 
abuse, the debt should not be sold onto a third-
party debt collection agency. 1972 
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Advocates report that banks have taken a debt 
back from a collection agency if they learn of the 
abuse, but that this is only effective if the customer 
or advocate knows to disclose to the bank.1973 In 
addition, the Australian Financial Conduct Authority 
has produced guidance on how it handles disputes 
about joint debt and domestic abuse.1974 

Responses to coerced debt in the US have proven 
promising through various projects which use 
consumer law to challenge debts, including work 
by the Domestic Violence and Consumer Law 
Working Group in New York and the Center for 
Survivor Agency and Justice, which implemented the 
Economic Justice Pilot Project in four sites. 1975 Further 
information on these responses can be found in the 
‘legal professionals’ section of this report. FreeFrom 
have made a number of recommendations that 
credit providers could undertake in order to support 
victim-survivors, including: 
• removing the need for a police report to establish 

fraudulent debt
• allowing evidence from alternative support 

sources (such as a social worker)
• offering options around skipping payments or 

creating flexible repayment programmes 
• forgiving coerced debt 
• freezing reports for missing or late payments 

regarding coerced debt to credit reporting 
agencies.1976

In the UK, it has been noted that the legal status 
of coerced debt is complicated, and that victim-
survivors can only rely on existing offences under 
specific examples (for example, fraud may only 
apply where the perpetrator uses a card or account 
information without permission, but this would not 
apply where the victim-survivor knowingly gave this 
to the perpetrator).1977 Similarly, the courts may be 
unlikely to see a perpetrator using threats of abuse 
to force a victim-survivor into taking out credit as 
economic duress, as the duress has come from a 
third party, and not the provider of the credit itself.1978 

Credit institutions are only obliged to take 
reasonable steps to make sure a transaction is 
not entered into under undue influence when one 
person is being listed as a guarantor for the other’s 
debt, and this is generally satisfied if the creditor 
advises the person to take independent legal 
advice, or meets with them in private to discuss 
the responsibility and possible consequences of 
the credit.1979 Surviving Economic Abuse therefore 
undertook work to adapt the practice in the US 
around challenging coerced debt using consumer 
law, finding that creditors were inconsistent in 
writing off coerced debts, with one in four of the 
coerced debts in the project being written off.1980 
Surviving Economic Abuse and Money Advice Plus 
therefore developed the Economic Abuse Evidence 
Form (EAEF) which helps victim-survivors apply for 
multiple debt-write offs with one single form, with 
the support of a qualified money and debt advisor 
who has been trained on use of the form and with 
creditors participating in the pilot.1981 Early findings 
from the pilot suggest that the EAEF has greatly 
reduced waiting times for responses from creditors, 
with quicker responses than write-offs requested 
not using the EAEF.1982 Over £500,000 worth of debt 
has been written off so far during the pilot.1983 It is 
therefore hoped that the EAEF will lead to greater 
consistency from creditors and improved outcomes 
for victim-survivors. The 2021 Financial Abuse Code 
also makes reference to coerced debt.1984

It is therefore important that creditors are aware 
of economic and domestic abuse and have 
the training and appropriate policies in place 
to respond fairly and with understanding. Debt 
collection agencies must also be aware, particularly 
of the potential for a perpetrator to use them as a 
tool of abuse. Credit reference agencies must also 
have policies in place to help victim-survivors restore 
their credit rating to ensure they are not punished for 
experiencing economic abuse. Promising practice 
from the US and UK should also be evaluated and 
possible adaptions for these practices to be used in 
other countries should be explored.
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Insurance
Perpetrators of economic and domestic abuse may 
be able to use insurance products in a number of 
ways, though this is an area that may be considered 
less than other forms of economic abuse.1985 
Methods of abuse utilising insurance may include 
having insurance for a car registered to the victim-
survivor and claiming on this (preventing the victim-
survivor from doing so), creating, cancelling or 
changing a joint insurance policy without the victim-
survivor knowing, causing damage to jointly insured 
property or goods (which insurers may then refuse 
to pay for as it can be classed as ‘intentional’), the 
perpetrator failing to disclose something relevant to 
a joint insurance product to an insurance company 
of which the victim-survivor was unaware, and 
seeking to obtain the victim-survivor’s contact details 
or address post-separation through an insurance 
provider.1986 1987 1988

The Insurance Council of Australia has introduced 
(voluntary) guidelines for insurance companies 
around supporting customers experiencing 
domestic abuse. These state that insurers should 
have a policy which encompasses: 
• training for staff
• protecting victim-survivors’ private information
• support for employees experiencing vicarious 

trauma or family violence themselves
• helping customers who are victim-survivors 

(including those experiencing financial hardship)
• referring victim-survivors to specialist support 

services where appropriate 
• minimising the number of times a victim-survivor 

needs to disclose and share their experiences.1989 

WEstjustice have also shared an example of best 
practice in the form of an insurer going above and 
beyond these guidelines, implementing a clause 
to allow claims in circumstances where they would 
normally not be granted, whereby prejudice may be 
suffered due to an act of violence or intimidation.1990 
They therefore recommend that all insurers adopt 
such a clause, recognising that victim-survivors of 
domestic abuse could experience prejudice.1991 

It has also been recognised that health insurance 
companies can leave victim-survivors with 
large medical expenses following abuse, with 
recommendations including expanding coverage 
for victim-survivors and abuse related expenses, 
suspending policy cancellations in cases of non-
payment, offering an option to pause payments, 
and waiving late payment fees or costs for mental 
health services for victim-survivors.1992 

Other financial providers
Evidence from Australia has pointed to concerns 
around superannuation (also known as pensions 
elsewhere) and economic abuse. Whilst women 
already face a disadvantage due to systemic barriers 
(such as the gender pay gap), MacDonald points out 
that there are particular aspects linked to economic 
abuse.1993 Women may lose their superannuation 
due to economic abuse in three ways: through a 
Family Law Act financial agreement; through being 
coerced to ‘split’ superannuation contributions so 
that a proportion is paid into the perpetrator’s fund 
and; through self-managed superannuation funds, 
of which over 90% are managed by two people, 
mostly spouses.1994 Another issue identified is around 
being able to access superannuation funds before 
retirement. Whilst this could allow a victim-survivor 
to access money at a time when it is needed (such 
as when leaving the perpetrator, though domestic 
abuse is not a specified reason to be able to do 
so in the Australian Government’s early access 
arrangements)1995, concerns have been raised about 
perpetrators’ ability to coerce victim-survivors into 
accessing this money.1996

Hing et al. have also noted that financial institutions 
must be aware of gambling-related economic 
abuse. 1997 Their research found that institutions 
offered little protection for victim-survivors and even 
enabled the abuse, with perpetrators able to forge 
victim-survivors’ signatures on credit card and loan 
applications and sales documents, as well as being 
able to re-mortgage the home. 1998 Gambling venues 
and operators must also provide a response to 
economic abuse.1999
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Against a backdrop of unprecedented growth 
globally in the share of adults making or receiving 
digital payments in both developed and developing 
economies,2000 concerns have also been raised 
about a move away from the use of cash and the 
implications this could have for victim-survivors of 
economic abuse.2001 Lower access to cash may stop 
victim-survivors from being able to hide money 
as a method to having enough money to leave a 
perpetrator.2002 A lack of cash would also mean that 
a victim-survivor could be leaving an electronic or 
paper trail of their spending,2003 which perpetrators 
might be able to use to monitor spending, or even 
locate the victim-survivor post-separation.2004 
In some regions, such as Sub-Saharan Africa, 
mobile money (pay-as-you go service offered by 
mobile network operators) is driving a significant 
growth in account ownership, including as a method 
to save. The impact of these trends on victim-
survivors of economic abuse is not yet known. 2005

Utilities
Utilities can be used by perpetrators in order to carry 
out economic abuse, as well as to locate victim-
survivors post-separation.2006 Perpetrators may 
withhold the money needed to make payments 
or not make payments themselves, create debts 
or use debts to ensure services are cut off or that 
the victim-survivor is pursued for the debt, and 
breach confidentiality (for example by requesting 
forwarding addresses of bills).2007 They can also 
request services be disconnected, which then often 
requires a fee to reconnect the service.2008 Victim-
survivors have also reported a number of issues in 
dealing with energy and water providers, including 
being solely pursued for a joint debt, being unable to 
remove themselves from a joint account or establish 
hardship arrangements or payment plans without 
the perpetrator’s permission.2009 Smallwood found 
that 82% of family violence workers had encountered 
victim-survivors being pursued for the full amount 
of joint debt following domestic abuse.2010 Braaf 
and Barret Meyering argue that women leaving an 
abusive partner often face paying for bills and debts 
accrued by their ex-partner whilst also paying the 
costs of establishing their new, separate life.2011

Communications
Access to landline phone, mobile or cell phone 
devices and services can be key for victim-
survivors of domestic abuse, providing a lifeline 
for maintaining contact with family, friends, 
domestic abuse services, work or education, and 
emergency services. As explored earlier, abusers 
will seek to isolate victim-survivors, and this can 
be done through interference with methods of 
communication. Little evidence was found of 
communications providers’ responses to economic 
abuse. Most of the evidence comes from Australia, 
particularly the Royal Commission into Family 
Violence (RCFV) held in the state of Victoria and the 
ensuing actions since. 

Communications providers can play an important 
role in responding to economic and domestic 
abuse. Writing from Australia, Bond and Ulbrick 
note that telecommunication products can facilitate 
abuse by increasing safety risks and enabling 
financial abuse. 2012 In addition, they can assist or 
damage a victim-survivor after leaving an abuser 
through the way they respond to issues such as 
personal safety, financial hardship and liability for 
services the victim-survivor has not used but may 
have been charged for.2013 They also point out that 
telecommunication organisations are not legally 
required to assess a person’s ability to pay and that, 
unlike credit contracts that may have more scope 
for challenge, there are limited legal options for 
challenging telecommunications companies if a 
victim-survivor has not benefited from the product 
or service they have been liable for.2014 

Family violence advocates in Australia reported 
mixed responses from providers, and identified 
a number of issues that a victim-survivor may 
encounter with communications organisations 
or providers.2015 These include enabling the 
perpetrator’s economic abuse through their use of 
services or selling devices in the victim-survivor’s 
name and through poor sales practices, as well 
as weak financial hardship processes which could 
impact victim-survivors, a lack of understanding 
of domestic abuse and requesting unreasonable 
proof of the abuse.2016 Similarly, Smallwood 
found that victim-survivors reported issues with 
telecommunications companies, including around 
joint accounts and debts.2017
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Following the RCFV, the telecommunications 
industry has developed an industry guideline 
entitled ‘Assisting Customers Experiencing Domestic 
and Family Violence’, although the extent to which 
these guidelines have been adopted and utilised 
by telecommunications companies remains 
unclear. 2018 Other recommendations from the 
RCFV include promoting the availability of dispute 
resolution mechanisms for victim-survivors and 
recognising family violence in the financial hardship 
criteria, which has since been done in Victorian 
organisations,2019 though there is not a list of 
minimum eligibility criteria as recommended.2020 A 
report from the Essential Services Commission in 
Australia has noted best practices from companies 
including Telstra and Optus, including: 
• the removal of a need for evidence of abuse from 

victim-survivors
• a programme which provides phones to women 

in crisis (as well as a single point of entry for these 
customers with the provider)

• training for staff and flexible responses to victim-
survivors, such as being released from the contract 
with no penalty for victim-survivors of economic 
abuse, 

• a free change of number
• a 50% discount on mobile rates for up to 24 months 
• non-pursual of debt.2021 

However, the Economic Abuse Reference Group in 
Australia has raised concerns that the sector is still 
not subject to responsible lending practices.2022 There 
is also a need for further evidence and learning 
from responses outside of Australia. 

Energy and water
Little evidence was found from countries other than 
Australia regarding the response of energy and 
water providers, so the evidence presented here is 
within an Australian context. 

Following the RCFV, Bond et al. note that the water 
industry was one of the first industries in Victoria 
to begin implementing the recommendations 
made.2023  In particular, they recognise the work of 
Yarra Valley Water (YVW), the largest of Melbourne’s 
water providers.2024 

YVW consulted staff in the family violence sector and 
examined calls from customers, finding that their 
staff were not equipped to deal with the significant 
number of customers experiencing abuse, and 
this was both a risk for the victim-survivors calling 
as well as for staff.2025  YVW trained all staff, 
from board members to frontline and field staff, 
including targeted training for specific roles where 
necessary.2026 Systems were changed to better 
manage the safety of victim-survivors, such as 
through the implementation of a ‘safety flag’, which 
assigns a dedicated case manager to the account 
and locks any external access.2027 YVW shared 
an example whereby their action prevented a 
perpetrator from being able to change his partner’s 
account details in order to assign debt to her that 
she was not responsible for, thus preventing an 
instance of economic abuse post-separation.2028

The Essential Services Commission in Victoria, the 
body responsible for regulating energy and water 
providers, also amended its water industry codes. 
The Code requires providers to implement family 
violence policies for customers which include: 
• training and support for frontline staff working with 

customers experiencing abuse
• how to prevent disclosing information to 

perpetrators
• allowing victim-survivors to access existing 

payment difficulty programmes
• minimising the need for victim-survivors to repeat 

sharing their experiences
• referring to appropriate support services.2029 

The Essential Services Commission has also created 
a better practice guide with a family violence 
framework for energy and water providers, 
outlining principles for better practice (such as 
acknowledging and addressing barriers to access 
for customers, and prioritising safety and choice 
for victim-survivors) and sharing examples of 
how providers have enacted these principles.2030 
Research with financial counsellors’ experiences of 
supporting victim-survivors around the updated 
water code found that most experiences reported 
with providers around the codes were positive.2031 
However, victim-survivors interviewed were often 
unaware of the support water providers might be 
able to offer, and were sceptical that they could 
help.2032 
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Victim-survivors in Venville’s research also reported 
inconsistent support from water service providers 
depending on whether they had self-identified as 
experiencing abuse (with those who named their 
abuse receiving more help), whether they had 
professional support from another organisation 
when seeking assistance from the provider, and 
the stage of their debt collection.2033 Whilst good 
practices from water providers were identified in 
this research, it was also found that, when providers 
passed debts to external debt collectors, little help 
was available, as these collectors were not subject 
to the same codes or guidelines.2034 This therefore 
needs further exploration and consideration. Venville 
also recommends that providers enhance their 
communication about the support available.2035 

In addition, the Energy and Water Ombudsman 
Victoria, who are responsible for complaints 
including those related to family violence, produced 
guidelines for how the body will respond to these 
complaints, held a stakeholder forum responding 
to staff support issues, and ensured staff received 
training on how to identify and respond to victim-
survivors.2036

The work from Victoria suggests some promising 
practice for energy and water providers, though 
concerns have also been identified. Providers in 
other regions could therefore learn from and adopt 
these approaches. Research in the UK also led to 
a recommendation that utility providers engage 
with a victim-survivor in the household, even if 
they are not named on the account, recognising 
that perpetrators might restrict a victim-survivors’ 
information about who a provider is, severely 
limiting their ability to act.  

Domestic Abuse Services
Regarding domestic abuse service responses to 
economic abuse, these were found to be mixed, 
with evidence highlighting there may be a lack of 
awareness and developed responses. This is not 
just at a local or national level but can also be seen 
globally. For example, guidelines developed by the 
UN for multi-sectoral essential services responding 
to violence against women and girls make few 
references to economic violence.2037 

In response to a lack of awareness about economic 
abuse, the Canadian Centre for Women’s 
Empowerment has also undertaken work to raise 
awareness of economic abuse by declaring 26 
November as Economic Abuse Awareness Day.2038 
It has been noted that public campaigns around 
economic abuse are in their infancy and tend to 
primarily focus on awareness raising, though Kutin 
et al. point out that these have not been evaluated 
to determine their effectiveness.2039

In UK research with service providers, Christy et al. 
note that professionals working in the domestic 
abuse sector felt that there was a lack of awareness 
of economic abuse within the sector, as well as slow 
progression in the recognition of economic abuse.2040 
Service providers also reported little experience with 
support or resources available for victim-survivors 
experiencing economic abuse, or facing barriers 
from other agencies when trying to intervene.2041 In 
the US, a similarly bleak picture has been found, 
with 88% of victim-survivors in Los Angeles reporting 
that their domestic abuse service provider had not 
offered them any help around managing money, 
debt, credit or finding employment, with service 
providers reporting a lack of unrestricted funding as 
a barrier to this work.2042 Meanwhile, research with 
victim-survivors found that 49% thought that service 
providers’ top priorities should include assistance 
with debt or credit building/repair, whilst 44% felt it 
should include unrestricted cash, and 37% suggested 
financial literacy education and tools.2043 In a survey 
of domestic abuse shelters in New York, only 25% 
said their service conducts individual debt or credit-
related screening, 57% provided financial education 
and 48% provided financial counselling, whilst 30% 
of providers said they had received no training 
on consumer debt and credit issues.2044 In the UK, 
over half (53.9%) of domestic abuse practitioners 
reported having supported victim-survivors with 
economic abuse issues, whilst 43.4% had provided 
support on financial abuse.2045 However, other 
research found that, whilst interviewees had not 
received training on economic abuse specifically, 
representatives from domestic abuse organisations 
in London showed a good understanding of 
economic abuse and its impacts. 2046
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 All reported working with others, usually through 
making onward referrals, to support women’s 
economic stability.2047 A survey of staff working in 
domestic and sexual violence services in Australia 
meanwhile found that fewer workers felt confident 
in identifying financial abuse compared to other 
forms.2048 Not knowing what to do with cases of 
economic abuse and a lack of resources has been 
linked to service providers being reluctant to discuss 
economic issues with clients.2049 

Stylianou has therefore argued that domestic abuse 
services and advocates need to make economic 
issues a primary component of interventions, and 
commit to increasing victim-survivors’ economic 
empowerment in both the long and short-term.2050 
Training on economic abuse is therefore needed for 
advocates, including how to develop safety plans 
with victim-survivors that take into account their 
financial, as well as their physical, safety.2051 This has 
been seen in New York City through the Ready, Set, 
Greenlight project, which saw domestic violence 
advocates receive tools and strategies for helping 
victim-survivors from staff working at non-profit 
financial clinic.2052 The project saw 257 advocates 
from 28 organisations trained, and almost $90,000 
worth of debt eliminated.2053 

The role of advocates in responding to economic 
abuse within domestic abuse services can therefore 
be significant, as they play a key role in helping 
women to recognise forms of abuse and assisting 
them with immediate financial needs.2054 Advocates 
might therefore be navigating a range of complex 
systems in responding to economic abuse.2055 Peer 
support groups have also been used in the US and 
Canada.2056 Adams and colleagues have therefore 
suggested the use of the economic abuse scales 
by practitioners, including domestic abuse service 
providers,2057  a call which has been echoed by 
others.2058  In the UK, this work has been adopted by 
Surviving Economic Abuse (see below for more on 
this).2059 Following this work, the Canadian Centre 
for Women’s Empowerment has also committed to 
developing such tools.2060

In the US, the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence formed a partnership with the Iowa 
Credit Union Foundation, which led to state-
wide exemptions for victim-survivors who are 
undertaking a financial education programme 
with the Coalition, whilst the Kentucky Domestic 
Violence Association has partnered with BB&T 
Bank to provide similar opportunities.2061 Similarly, 
the Battered Women’s Economic Development 
Task Force in St. Louis, Missouri is an interagency 
coalition of advocacy programmes, shelters and 
academic research centres and acts as a forum 
for professionals to share information about the 
issues victim-survivors are experiencing, as well 
as coordinating community-wide initiatives to 
promote their economic security.2062 In the UK, 
domestic abuse charity Refuge has partnered with 
PayPlan (a commercial debt help organisation), 
with Refuge upskilling creditors on how victim-
survivors are impacted by economic abuse and 
PayPlan providing key information around manging 
income and expenditure for Refuge’s frontline 
staff.2063  Also in the UK, domestic abuse charity 
SafeLives partnered with NatWest Bank to provide 
direct cash grants of up to £1,000 per victim-
survivor, with grants typically being between £200-
£300.2064 SafeLives therefore acts as an intermediary 
between the bank and accredited domestic abuse 
service providers.2065 There is also evidence of local 
domestic abuse services partnering with a local 
bank in both the UK2066 and US,2067 or referring 
victim-survivors to debt support agencies.2068  

The work of Surviving Economic Abuse in the UK has 
also involved a high level of partnership working. 
This includes with banks, where the organisation 
has provided training to Lloyds Banking Group, 
one of the largest financial institutions in the UK, 
and their Domestic and Financial Abuse team.2069 
In addition to this, an economic abuse specialist 
from SEA has also been seconded to support the 
work of the Domestic and Financial Abuse team, 
including sitting on an escalation panel to inform 
decisions and responses on individual cases.2070 This 
is therefore good practice in collaboration between 
specialist domestic abuse organisations and banks. 
Evidence from SEA’s work with a banking partner 
shows that the largest support need among banking 
customers was help in managing finances.2071 
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Surviving Economic Abuse has also developed a 
range of resources, available freely on their website, 
for professionals in a range of sectors, and for 
victim-survivors.2072 As well as this, the charity co-
delivers with money and debt advice organisation 
Money Advice Plus a Financial Support Line for 
Victims of Domestic Abuse, 2073 as well as a casework 
service. Advisors on the line are trained by Surviving 
Economic Abuse and therefore have a strong 
understanding of economic and domestic abuse. 
For more on this partnership, see below on financial 
counselling. The two organisations also worked with 
writers of the UK soap opera Coronation Street to 
advice on an economic abuse storyline.2074

Surviving Economic Abuse also trialled placing a 
Domestic Violence Debt and Benefits Advocate (who 
was jointly employed with Money Advice Plus) within 
a domestic abuse organisation in London as part 
of their Economic Justice Project.2075 The advocate 
was able to directly support victim-survivors with 
concerns about money, welfare benefits and debts, 
whilst the co-location meant they were also able 
to provide information to staff at the service.2076 
The co-location also meant that staff could provide 
background on a client’s case to the debt advocate, 
preventing the need for the victim-survivor to repeat 
her experiences, as well as facilitating informal 
conversations and solutions more quickly between 
the debt advocate and other members of staff.2077 
The project also delivered training for specialist 
domestic abuse services on economic abuse. Of 
those trained, 100% strongly agreed or agreed 
they had an increased understanding of: what 
economic abuse was the link between economic 
and physical safety, and the immediate and longer-
term impacts of economic abuse.2078 Of those, 99% 
reported having an increased understanding of how 
to help a victim-survivor of economic abuse, and 
being aware of tools and resources to use when 
doing so.2079 Training on economic abuse was also 
provided to debt and money advice services, who 
similarly reported positive results, with all trainees 
reporting increased understanding in economic 
abuse, and how to help a victim-survivor.2080 The 
project also utilised Adams and colleagues’ Scale 
of Economic Abuse to develop a screening toolkit 
and conversation kit for practitioners working with 
victim-survivors.2081 

Feedback from staff was that the tools helped to 
highlight areas with a victim-survivor that otherwise 
would have been missed, though some reported 
it could be difficult to find the time to ask the 
questions.2082 In addition, the specialist advocate 
recorded common questions received in order to 
develop a range of resources, including around 
challenging coerced debt and how to ask for a debt 
write-off.2083

Surviving Economic Abuse has also supported RISE, 
a specialist domestic abuse service in Brighton, to 
pilot a drop-in service for victim-survivors with a 
specialist economic abuse support worker who was 
able to refer to other services for those who needed 
more specialist advice.2084 Whilst RISE was keen to 
continue the work when the pilot ended, further 
funding was not available.2085

A similar project has been piloted in Australia, 
placing a lawyer and financial counsellor into 
a family violence women’s service. Entitled the 
Transforming Financial Security Project, it was a 
partnership between WEstjustice and McAuley 
Community Services for Women, designed 
specifically to address economic abuse, providing 
legal advice, casework and advocacy for victim-
survivors.2086 From mid-2018 to early 2021, the 
project assisted 137 clients and resolved more than 
$900,000 worth of legal and financial problems for 
victim-survivors of economic abuse, contributing to 
improved mental health, and more secure housing 
situations.2087 Many of the issues were resolved for 
victim-survivors without the need to attend court.2088 
The project also undertook policy worked based on 
the evidence gathered in work with victim-survivors, 
leading to reforms around bond loan guidelines for 
victim-survivors and traffic fines incurred in a victim-
survivor’s name as a form of economic abuse.2089 
The evaluation of the project therefore found 
benefits for victim-survivors, as well as other family 
violence service providers, by reducing the pressure 
on staff by providing specialist support.2090

Meanwhile, in response to the vast differences 
between states in the US, FreeFrom has developed 
the Compensation Compass, a tool which helps 
victim-survivors identify remedies for their 
experiences, including civil remedies, small 
claims, criminal restitution and victims of crime 
payments.2091 
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Whilst the tool does not provide advice or support 
in pursuing these options, it does take into account 
where the victim-survivor lives, the time they would 
need to invest, their immediate financial needs and 
their safety concerns.2092

In Israel, Women’s Spirit works with victim-survivors 
on a long-term and individual level to reach 
financial independence through an occupational 
plan developed by each woman with the help of a 
staff member.2093 Women can also attend workshops 
around employment and business development, 
as well as training in financial management.2094 
An evaluation of the programme found that only 
24% of participants were unemployed at the end 
of the process, compared to 39% at the start, and 
that 55% reported having debts at the end of the 
programme, compared to 77% at the start.2095 The 
evaluation also found that 40% stated they had 
reached their goals to a large extent and 45% said 
they had achieved them moderately.2096

Victim-survivors have reported being unable to 
access domestic abuse services, including refuges, 
due to a lack of physical violence, showing a failure 
to understand the risk associated with economic 
and other non-physical forms of abuse.2097 In the 
UK, risk assessments have also been criticised for 
failing to explicitly include questions on economic 
abuse.2098 There also needs to be an intersectional 
understanding of economic abuse which informs 
responses, for example, by supporting immigrant 
and refugee women’s experiences.2099 Australian 
research has also highlighted how important it 
is that domestic abuse service providers have 
an understanding of Indigenous cultures and 
how economic abuse may be experienced and 
understood.2100 Services also need to be truly 
accessible for women with disabilities2101 and 
responsive to LGBT+ people’s concerns.2102 Funding 
must also be available for responses to economic 
abuse from domestic abuse services which are run 
by and for the minoritised communities they serve 
(by and for services). The specific needs of victim-
survivors who have experienced gambling-related 
economic abuse have also been raised.2103

There is an urgent need for domestic abuse 
services to address economic safety as well as 
physical safety. Services need to understand that 
the impacts of economic abuse can be long-lasting 
and therefore may need long-term support, and 
to support victim-survivors who may not recognise 
they have experienced economic abuse.2104 There is 
also a need for economic advocacy at a systemic 
level and working with other services.2105 Surviving 
Economic Abuse has therefore previously called for 
women’s economic safety to be at the heart of an 
integrated approach to violence against women.2106 
The evidence shared here points to promising 
practice of partnership working and the co-location 
of services.

Financial literacy, capability and 
empowerment programmes
Programmes around financial literacy, capability 
and empowerment were found to be a common 
response to the financial impacts of economic 
abuse, particularly in the US. These were often, but 
not always, delivered via domestic abuse services. 
It has been noted that any interventions taking this 
approach must recognise the trauma that victim-
survivors have experienced, and that providing 
tools alone is not enough.2107 For example, victim-
survivors of economic abuse may have been told 
that they had poor money management skills, 
and work must therefore be able to address and 
build confidence.2108 Global reviews of economic 
empowerment programmes (which may also 
involve elements of programmes found in the 
following section, such as microfinance or cash-
transfers) have found mixed results about their 
impact on experiences of various forms of domestic 
abuse, with both decreases and increases in 
abuse found, including in low and middle income 
countries.2109 2110 2111 2112 There has also been criticism of 
such programmes for failing to empower women, 
not creating structural change around violence, 
and not fostering social or political power for 
women.2113 It has been found that women’s risk of 
gender-based violence in the context of economic 
empowerment is influenced by their other identities 
and existing power relations, for example, research 
found conditional cash transfers were more likely to 
be a risk for rural women than urban women.2114 
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Future work therefore must take these factors into 
consideration when designing women’s economic 
empowerment programmes. Rigorous evaluations 
of these programmes are needed to understand the 
results. 

Training for advocates working with victim-survivors 
has also been explored. For example, in the US, 
FreeFrom delivers a 12-month financial capacity 
building certification for service providers working 
with victim-survivors to help them build income, 
manage debt, build savings and strengthen 
credit.2115 The need for this programme became 
clear after the success of an entrepreneurship 
programme for victim-survivors (see below), with 
demand for the programme in other cities leading 
FreeFrom to recognise they needed to scale up 
the idea by training others.2116 In Spain, the WeGo! 
Project provides a training toolkit for practitioners 
supporting women victim-survivors.2117 Training on 
financial literacy for social workers has also been 
highlighted as key,2118 with the Canadian Centre 
for Women’s Empowerment delivering training for 
social workers on economic abuse.2119 Surviving 
Economic Abuse in the UK and the Center for 
Survivor Agency and Justice in the US have also 
provided training on economic abuse for a range of 
providers coming into contact with victim-survivors 
of economic abuse.2120

Financial literacy programmes have been argued 
to aid in the prevention of intimate partner violence, 
and particularly economic abuse by promoting 
positive financial management attitudes and 
behaviours, as well as by educating on health 
money behaviours within couples. 2121 Johnson 
suggests that receiving this information may better 
equip victim-survivors to recognise signs of financial 
control.2122

 
The Allstate Foundation’s Moving Ahead through 
Financial Management programme has been 
developed specifically for working with victim-
survivors of domestic abuse, consisting of five 
modules: understanding financial abuse, learning 
financial fundamentals, mastering credit basics, 
building financial foundations, and long-term 
financial planning.2123 

It is the largest financial literacy programme for 
victim-survivors in the US, and was developed in 
partnership between the Allstate Foundation and 
National Network to End Domestic Violence.2124 
Evaluations of this programme showed increased 
psychological empowerment in the financial domain 
for victim-survivors,2125 whilst longitudinal evaluations 
found that the treatment group has significantly 
higher scores on financial knowledge, financial self-
efficacy and self-sufficiency, and financial attitudes, 
intentions and behaviours. 2126 These remained 
statistically significant over time.2127 It was also found 
that the programme was associated with victim-
survivors changing financial behaviours, including 
setting financial goals, creating a budget, and 
paying off debts.2128 Evidence also demonstrated 
that the economic empowerment resulting from 
taking part in the programme was significantly 
related to Latina victim-survivors’ quality of life, even 
when controlling for employment status, income and 
emotional health.2129 Evaluations of the programme 
therefore suggest that it could serve as a valuable 
resource for victim-survivors,2130 and that financial 
literacy was a significant predicator of economic 
empowerment.2131 The programme has since been 
adapted for delivery in Canada by the Canadian 
Centre for Women’s Empowerment.2132 Financial 
literacy programmes for victim-survivors have also 
been shown to reduce financial strain (which was 
found to be closely associated with both economic 
abuse and depression) in victim-survivors of 
intimate partner violence.2133 

In Australia, Fernando notes that a number of 
specific programmes have used existing financial 
capability tools to pilot these with victim-survivors 
with positive outcomes.2134 This includes the 
Women’s Financial Literacy Project, the Purse 
Project, Women Talk Money, Firmer Foundations 
and MoneyMinded.2135 An evaluation of Firmer 
Foundations found that more than 90% of 
participants reported improved financial skills, 
knowledge or confidence, 59% took action to better 
manage their finances, and there were reduced 
debts and increased savings.2136 Work in Australia 
has also provided financial literacy programmes 
specifically for migrant women, which has been 
translated into ten languages, and takes an 
intersectional approach by considering language 
barriers and visas.2137 
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Interventions with culturally and linguistically diverse 
women in Australia meanwhile have shown mixed 
results, highlighting a need for materials tailored 
specifically to these women.2138

Some of these programmes also include asset 
building elements, such as Individual Development 
Accounts (IDA), where participants’ contributions 
to savings are matched, although there have been 
concerns that generic asset building programmes 
do not consider victim-survivors and may 
replicate economically abusive behaviours.2139 One 
programme for victim-survivors, the Redevelopment 
Opportunities for Women’s Economic Action (REAP) 
was evaluated. showing that two-thirds of the 125 
victim-survivors had met their savings goal and 
76% made a matched withdrawal for purchasing 
an asset (such as a car, home or education).2140 
In another revaluation of the financial literacy 
programme, increases in survivor self-efficacy were 
found, though changes in financial knowledge were 
not found to be statistically significant when length 
of relationship was controlled for.2141 

One limitation of such programmes is the ability 
of domestic violence service providers, who often 
have limited resources, to be able to offer them,2142 
whilst some findings about the impact of these 
programmes on experiences of abuse have been 
mixed.2143 Similarly, victim-survivors with access to 
low incomes may wish to implement learning from 
these programmes but lack the resources to do 
so.2144 As one Australian victim-survivor put it: ‘My 
problem isn’t managing money – there isn’t enough 
of it to manage’.2145 This has also led Weissman to 
claim that financial literacy programmes such as 
Allstate’s Moving Ahead ‘fail to address the lived 
experiences of poor and working women’.2146 It has 
therefore been suggested that financial literacy 
focusing on budgeting may be overemphasised 
for victim-survivors of economic abuse, with more 
focus on transition periods and structural causes of 
financial disadvantage needed.2147  

Further (and particularly longitudinal) evidence 
of the effectiveness of financial literacy and 
empowerment interventions is therefore needed, 
particularly from outside of the United States and 
with diverse groups of participants. 

Johnson has also called for the importance of 
ensuring comprehensive safety planning strategies 
are in place whilst financial interventions are being 
tested.2148 

Financial programmes
There was also some evidence found of other 
financial programmes relating to domestic or 
economic abuse, such as microcredit schemes or 
cash transfer programmes. Where these differ from 
the financial literacy, capability and empowerment 
programmes often delivered through domestic 
abuse services explored above, they will be included 
here. 

Evidence of these programmes was often found 
from developing countries. Abramsky et al. note that 
there are mixed findings suggesting the efficacy of 
interventions such as cash transfers or microcredit 
around domestic abuse in countries such as 
Bangladesh and South Africa, with some studies 
showing a reduced risk of intimate partner violence, 
some showing increased risk and others showing 
changes in risk depending on the length of time.2149 
Similarly, a review of interventions in Sub-Saharan 
African found mixed results around economic 
empowerment programmes,2150 whilst a literature 
review also found that programmes which work to 
improve women’s access to household resources 
can have unintended negative consequences 
for women. 2151 These include increased violence, 
threats or emotional abuse, though findings were 
again mixed.2152 Similarly, a meta-analysis of 
cash transfer programmes and intimate partner 
violence found negative impacts on physical and 
emotional violence and controlling behaviours.2153 
One programme in Guatemala found that rural 
women receiving microfinance services reported 
with a 63% reduction in physical violence, and a 
42% reduction in economic violence.2154 Similarly, a 
microfinance intervention that also involved group 
classes for women around HIV in South Africa found 
that women who reported more support from other 
group members reported less past-year economic 
abuse and intimate partner violence more generally. 
2155 This suggests that improving social networks as 
well as economic status could be key.2156 
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In India, findings from one intervention found that 
women’s financial inclusion through bank account 
ownership was linked to being less likely to report 
having experienced abuse from a partner,2157 and 
receipt of microfinance has also been linked to 
decreased domestic abuse.2158 

Meanwhile, in the US, the National Network to 
End Domestic Violence delivers the Independence 
Project in order to help victim-survivors rebuild their 
credit through micro-lending. 2159 Victim-survivors 
are lent $100 (with no fees or interest) and are 
asked to repay the loan back over 10 months.2160 
If a victim-survivor is unable to make a payment, 
the project pays the outstanding balance from an 
emergency fund to ensure they do not face negative 
consequences, and the victim-survivor is able to 
enter the project again in another six months.2161 
Over 60% of loans are paid back successfully, and 
victim-survivors can receive multiple microloans in 
order to improve their credit score.2162

In rural Côte d’Ivoire a local programme which 
provides women with local and safe place to save 
money, access small loans and an emergency fund, 
alongside attending gender dialogue groups with 
a male partner. An evaluation of the programme 
found that women who received both interventions 
were significantly less likely to report economic 
abuse compared to those who only took part in 
the savings and loan element of the work.2163 In the 
Soloman Islands, savings groups for women were 
found to be a potential pathway for economic 
empowerment, whilst also providing a social centre 
in the community and a safe space which women 
may find empowering more broadly.2164

A major UN global review of cash transfer 
programming found that, although there is evidence 
that physical violence decreases with cash transfers, 
the evidence on non-physical violence is mixed. 
Cash based transfers may increase emotional 
abuse and controlling behaviour, noting in particular 
the increase in economically exploitative behaviours, 
control over earnings and male backlash. The 
reasons are not fully understood, but one hypothesis 
is that women’s increased income gives more 
bargaining power and becomes a protective factor 
against physical abuse, but not against other forms 
of non-physical abuse.2165 

For example, a study on conditional cash transfers 
in Brazil reported mixed views on whether the 
transfers helped reduce intimate partner violence.2166 
Interviewing eight women in the community and five 
local professionals either working in intimate partner 
violence or who had knowledge of the cash transfer 
programme, the researchers found that 7 of the 13 
respondents felt the transfers increased intimate 
partner violence, including economic abuse, as 
partners would take the transfer for their own use.2167 
A smaller number of participants felt the transfers 
had no impact on intimate partner violence, and 
only one respondent felt the transfer reduced 
abuse.2168 Similarly, one of the most popular models 
providing financial services to rural populations is 
the village saving and loans association (VSLAs), 
used by millions of women in over 75 countries in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America.2169 Various studies 
have showed a mixed picture in terms of the impact 
on intimate partner violence, with one study in 
the Ivory Coast showed reductions in economic 
abuse while other increased IPV. Researching in 
Bougainville, the Soloman Islands and Papua New 
Guinea, Eves et al. have argued that focusing on 
economic factors alone does not prevent violence, 
and may actually increase it, suggesting that 
increased income rarely gives women more power 
and agency or access to more equal sharing of 
resources.2170 They therefore advocate for a holistic 
approach which also aims for community-wide 
social cohesion and building of capital.2171 Like other 
interventions relating to economic abuse, Eves et al. 
call for a ‘do no harm’ approach which takes into 
account victim-survivors’ wider safety.2172

Entrepreneur programmes for victim-survivors 
have also been developed. In the US, FreeFrom 
ran a programme for those wanting to start their 
own business, with all 24 participants in the original 
programme still making an income from their 
business 18 months later.2173 Following completion 
of the certification provided by FreeFrom, this has 
been adopted by other domestic abuse service 
providers.2174 FreeFrom has also developed its 
Gifted programme, a social enterprise which 
employs victim-survivors as entrepreneurs making 
handmade gifts, with 70% from the sale of each item 
going to the victim-survivor entrepreneur who made 
the product.2175 
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Cortis and Bullen also point to microenterprise 
programmes for victim-survivors, which have 
included catering, translation and interpreting, hair 
and nail salons, and fashion design and tailoring.2176

FreeFrom also delivered the Safety Fund, providing 
unrestricted cash grants for victim-survivors during 
Covid-19 to spend as they felt would benefit 
them best.2177 An evaluation of the fund found that 
1,100 cash grants were given to victim-survivors, 
averaging $244 per grant, with 64% saying that 
their top need at the time was cash to spend as 
they needed.2178 Fifty-five per cent of recipients 
spend their grant on food, 41% on household items, 
and 40% on household utilities, whilst 30% spent 
it on transportation costs and 29% on housing 
costs.2179 Responses from recipients also highlighted 
the ripple effect of the unrestricted funding. For 
example, one victim-survivor shared that the grant 
enabled them to pay for car repairs, which enabled 
security around being able to follow custody 
arrangements for their child and the ability to buy 
groceries.2180 Another stated that they had used the 
grant for childcare costs, enabling them to work 
and use the money originally set aside for childcare 
to pay their rent.2181 The research found that victim-
survivors indicated needing $730 on average to stay 
safe, which FreeFrom points out is a small amount 
compared to existing responses to intimate partner 
violence.2182 

In the UK, a similar programme has been 
established between charity SafeLives and NatWest 
bank, which provides cash grants to victim-survivors 
of up to £1,000.2183 The Whole Housing Project in 
the UK also provided flexible funding for victim-
survivors, with no set list of what would be funded 
and no requirement for evidence.2184 Victim-survivors 
were encouraged to ask for what would make the 
most difference to their housing situation, and the 
average payment during the pilot was between 
£500-£600.2185 In response to migrant and refugee 
women on temporary visa being ineligible for 
welfare benefits (known as No Recourse to Public 
Funds), Southall Black Sisters established the 
No Recourse Fund to help victim-survivors with 
emergency housing and living costs.2186

There is therefore mixed evidence around these 
interventions, though promising practice has also 
been identified.

Other agencies
Practice responses from industries outside of the 
financial sector, utilities providers and domestic 
abuse services were also found. This included in the 
areas of financial counselling, legal professionals 
and the housing sector. In addition, responses by 
government bodies and agencies (such as those 
issuing social security payments and the police) are 
also included here. 

Financial advice and counselling 
Given the complex nature of the financial issues that 
victim-survivors may be experiencing, the need for 
financial counselling or money and debt advice is 
central for economic stability and independence. 
Being able to provide this advice is often regulated 
(for example, in the UK and Australia).2187 Bond and 
Ulbrick identify financial counselling as an essential 
element of recovery for victim-survivors, with the 
value of this work increasingly recognised.2188

A legal service in Australia found that some of 
the issues victim-survivors presented with (for 
example, around debts and utilities) could be 
dealt with through financial counselling services, 
though it was recognised that there was limited 
capacity and high demand for these services.2189 
Meanwhile, interviewees in one Australian project 
spoke of how financial counsellors must have a 
good understanding of domestic abuse, or be 
open to being trained on domestic abuse in order 
to improve their understanding.2190 This finding was 
echoed in the UK.2191 
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One interviewee explained the different skills 
required in financially counselling victim-survivors 
as:

‘It’s like an onion, I’ve got to unpeel to find 
out what happened, why it happened, was 
there coercion, was there fraud, what was 
the woman’s belief when she was signing the 
documents, how did she come to sign it, how 
did she come not to be in the room or to be in 
the room, what was the thinking behind the 
bank and the other organisations that they’re 
dealing with? It’s a completely different way 
of operating. So I think there’s a lot of family 
violence that is going just unacknowledged 
through financial counselling services.’2192

Interviewees therefore supported the co-location of 
financial counsellors in domestic abuse services, but 
noted that these projects tended to be run as pilot 
projects with no further funding commitment.2193 For 
example, in Victoria, the Government announced 
$1.75million to train and employ 10 full-time family 
violence financial counsellors at 14 agencies state-
wide, recognising the importance of specialist 
financial counsellors.2194 As well as this, in Victoria, 
all financial counsellors receive some training 
in identifying domestic and economic abuse.2195 
In addition to this, specialist family violence 
financial counsellors in Australia reported being 
overwhelmed with their workload and the complex 
nature of cases.2196

However, a caveat comes with responses such as 
financial counselling, as Braaf and Barret Meyering 
note that these services can frame economic 
hardship as a result of lack of financial skills and 
knowledge. 2197 This means counsellors may minimise 
the impact of economic abuse on a victim-survivor’s 
situation.2198 Experiences with financial counsellors 
can be mixed, though one report found that a good 
counsellor could make a huge difference to victim-
survivors.2199 It is therefore essential that counsellors 
and advisors have a strong understanding of 
domestic and economic abuse in order to avoid 
blaming victim-survivors, keep them safe, and 
ensure perpetrators are held responsible and 
cannot manipulate staff and systems. 

In the UK, the partnership between money and 
debt advice organisation Money Advice Plus and 
specialist economic abuse organisation Surviving 
Economic Abuse has led to the co-delivery of the 
Financial Support Line for Victims of Domestic 
Abuse. Money Advice Plus originally delivered the 
Domestic Abuse and Money Education (DAME) 
project in partnership with Women’s Aid from 2010-
2012, delivering a national telephone line which 
offered support for victim-survivors experiencing 
financial difficulties.2200 The advisors on the line were 
trained in domestic violence by Women’s Aid, and 
there were over 200 referrals to the project within 
its first year.2201 For 56% of the clients who contacted 
the DAME project during the evaluation period, 
the primary reason for getting in touch was due to 
concerns about debts.2202 Victim-survivors who took 
part in the evaluation reported how the advisors 
were understanding and non-judgemental of their 
situation.2203 Victim-survivors were often in complex 
situations and the workload of advisors was found 
to be high.2204

Following the end of this partnership, Money Advice 
Plus continued the service on limited funding. In 
2018, Money Advice Plus partnered with Surviving 
Economic Abuse to continue the service as part of 
the Domestic and Economic Abuse Project (DEAP), 
providing a telephone line and casework for victim-
survivors (as well as training for organisations 
coming into contact with victim-survivors, including 
domestic abuse services).2205 This project ended 
in 2020, developing into the Financial Support 
Line for Victims of Domestic Abuse (FSL), again 
delivered in partnership by Money Advice Plus and 
Surviving Economic Abuse. The Line provides both 
one off or short-term advice, as well as longer-
term casework.2206 Advisors on the support line are 
trained in economic abuse and can provide advice 
around: 
• welfare benefits
• debts (including both coerced and non-coerced 

debt in order to see a holistic picture of the victim-
survivor’s situation)

• debt solutions
• opening new bank accounts safely
• other banking issues 
• signposting to other services.2207  
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Data from the FSL highlights that there is a 
continuing increase in demand for the service, 
with this demand exceeding the current resources 
available.2208 Common issues from victim-survivors 
contacting the FSL included legal issues, coerced 
debt, debt advice and mortgages.2209 Advisors 
also seek to help victim-survivors with financial 
gains, such as through income maximisation 
(such as applying for welfare benefits or grants) 
and debt management (such as negotiating 
reduced payments over a longer time period) 
and debt write-offs (for more on debt write-offs, 
see discussion of the EAEF in Creditors responses 
to economic abuse). Evidence also highlights that 
there is a significant increase in victim-survivors’ 
money knowledge and money confidence following 
involvement with the FSL casework service, as 
well as many callers requiring emotional support 
from advisors.2210 This suggests that involvement 
with the FSL is beneficial for victim-survivors both 
economically and emotionally.

The importance of money and debt advice which 
understands domestic and economic abuse is 
illustrated by the case of Rebecca. She received 
support from the DEAP casework service to write 
off all of her coerced debts, which a non-specialist 
debt support service had previously supported 
her with.2211 When she came to DEAP, Rebecca had 
been following a debt repayment plan by the other 
organisation for seven years, but had a further 
sixteen years to go before she would be debt-
free.2212 She describes the write-offs as ‘a surreal, 
amazing feeling…to finally break one of those chains 
that links you to the perpetrator’.2213 Such services 
also understand the need for the victim-survivor to 
be in control of what action is taken (in contrast to 
the lack of control they may have had when with the 
perpetrator) and the additional emotional impact 
this work may carry.2214 Cases such as this led to the 
development of the Economic Abuse Evidence Form 
pilot project, explored above.

Also in the UK, the Anglia Care Trust delivered 
a money advice service for victim-survivors of 
domestic abuse in Suffolk, providing advice 
on priority and non-priority debts and support 
with appropriate longer-term solutions, such as 
negotiating payments, requesting write-offs, Debt 
Relief Orders or bankruptcy.2215 

During the evaluation period, the majority of 
referrals to the service came from the local Women’s 
Aid service and Anglia Care Trust’s Domestic Abuse 
Outreach Service.2216 The evaluation of the project 
concluded that the service provided victim-survivors 
with financial capability tools and bespoke money 
advice, enabling them to reconstruct financial 
independence and build financial confidence.2217 
Also in the UK, Citizens Advice, a national 
organisation which provides a range of advice, 
found that their advisors were regularly coming into 
contact with victim-survivors of economic abuse 
and that special remedies (such as more time, 
needing to establish new independent finances, and 
the need to consider safety) were often required 
to help deal with this.2218 In addition, Surviving 
Economic Abuse provided specialist training for a 
range of practitioners who may come into contact 
with victim-survivors of economic abuse. 2219 The 
training was found to greatly improve the support 
that practitioners could offer.2220

The Economic Justice Project discussed earlier, led 
by Surviving Economic Abuse, had also hoped 
to develop a ‘formula’ for debt write-offs, but 
the project found huge inconsistency between 
which debts would be written off, even with the 
same creditor.2221 The partnership is therefore 
currently piloting the Economic Abuse Evidence 
Form (modelled on the existing Debt and Mental 
Health Form in the UK)2222 whereby a money and 
debt advisor (who has been trained on economic 
abuse and using the form) can fill in a single form 
to apply for debt write-offs for coerced debt from 
multiple creditors.2223 It is hoped that this will reduce 
the burden on victim-survivors of applying to each 
creditor, which will often require different forms 
of evidence, and increase successful outcomes in 
having coerced debt written off.2224

The evidence presented here has therefore 
highlighted how important it is for victim-survivors 
of economic abuse to be able to access financial 
counselling or money and debt advice. However, 
it is imperative that these services are delivered 
by advisors or counsellors who have been trained 
in domestic and economic abuse. Best practice 
identified here and in the section exploring the 
responses of domestic abuse organisations also 
points to the co-location of these services within 
domestic abuse services.
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Government bodies 
A range of government bodies and agencies come 
into contact with victim-survivors of economic 
abuse. This section will therefore explore the 
responses of these bodies.

As well as the bodies outlined below, it is also 
important that those dealing with immigration 
and visa applications are aware of domestic 
and economic abuse. As was explored earlier, 
perpetrators can use the insecure immigration 
status of victim-survivors (who are often financially 
dependent on the abuser) as a tactic of abuse. 
Lengthy application processes, a lack of information, 
fear of deportation and confusion around policies 
can increase vulnerability for migrant women.2225 
Victim-survivors therefore need access to 
appropriate information and advice, advocacy and 
legal assistance around immigration, and material 
assistance.2226

Social security and welfare benefits
Social security payments and welfare benefits can 
be a key resource for victim-survivors leaving an 
abusive partner. However, such payments can also 
be used by a perpetrator to carry out economic 
abuse, for example by behaving in a way which 
leads to the victim-survivor owing debts to agencies 
which she is then liable for.2227 In Australia, though 
discretion can be used to waive such debt, this 
can be difficult to apply in cases of economic or 
domestic abuse, due to language around a person 
having ‘knowingly’ given false information, without 
recognition of the reasons this may have been 
done.2228 

Victim-survivors have reported inconsistent 
responses from social security agencies, making 
it difficult to know their options.2229 In Australia, 
research has even found that victim-survivors have 
described the welfare benefits body as abusive 
and behaving similarly to their ex-partner.2230 
Similarly, in Sweden, one victim-survivor reported 
her government social worker checking all of her 
spending via bank statements, leaving her scared to 
spend the money she was receiving.2231 It has been 
found that economic abuse is not always taken into 
account by the government agency Centrelink in 
Australia. 2232  

The agency also has prohibitive rules around 
emergency payments and services that are non-
conducive to disclosing experiences of abuse. 2233 
However, it has been noted that social security 
agencies, such as Centrelink, can be useful for 
linking victim-survivors to specialist services, and 
this may be particularly relevant for identifying 
economic abuse.2234

In the UK, the welfare benefit known as Universal 
Credit has been heavily criticised by domestic 
and economic abuse organisations, as payments 
for both members of a couple are made to one 
account. This means that a perpetrator could 
therefore be given the full amount of payment, 
leaving a victim-survivor with no access2235 and 
in a dependent and dangerous position. For 
example, Griffiths has pointed out that the non-
receiving member of a couple could find themselves 
legally liable to pay rent but unable to access 
the part of the Universal Credit payment needed 
to do so, particularly if a perpetrator withholds 
or uses this payment for other means.2236 Whilst 
payments of Universal Credit can be separated 
between a couple, this is discretionary in proven 
cases of domestic abuse or serious financial 
mismanagement2237 and only available upon 
request. Data suggests that few separate payments 
have been made, and the request for a separate 
payment could also put a victim-survivor at risk.2238 
2239 The Scottish Government passed legislation to 
deliver separate payments automatically in 2018 
but the ability to do so is limited by the IT system 
used by the Westminster government, meaning this 
is not possible.2240 This system therefore urgently 
requires change. However, in addition to the lack of 
separate payments, concerns have also been raised 
about Universal Credit for jointly assessing a couple 
living together for means-tested benefits and how 
this ignores potential unequal sharing of resources 
within a household.2241 The Australian benefits system 
has also faced criticism for jointly assessing a victim-
survivor and perpetrator’s access to social security. 
2242 Research found that economic abuse was even 
considered as evidence of a relationship according 
to the criteria used to determine if two people were 
in a relationship.2243 
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The UK Government has also been criticised for 
its No Recourse to Public Funds (NRPF) rule, which 
prevents migrant women from accessing state 
welfare benefits, including housing benefit which is 
used to pay for refuge spaces.2244 Whilst there is a 
concession available for victim-survivors, this is only 
for those on a spousal visa and was also intended to 
be around physical abuse rather than non-physical 
forms, including economic abuse.2245 Concerns 
about migrant victim-survivors’ access to crisis 
benefits have also been raised in Australia.2246 

Staff administering welfare benefits must therefore 
be trained on economic and domestic abuse, and 
effective domestic abuse policies must be in place. 
It is imperative that welfare benefits can provide 
an appropriate safety net for all victim-survivors 
and their children. However, these issues are only 
relevant in countries where there is a functioning 
social security system, which particularly excludes 
lower-income countries.2247 Research published in 
2021 established that 4 billion people (53% of the 
global population) do not have access to social 
protection, with the highest levels of coverage 
found in Europe and Central Asia. 2248 Asia and the 
Pacific, the Arab States and Africa were found to 
have marked coverage gaps.2249  The report also 
highlighted disparities between men and women’s 
access to social protection.2250 Where this access 
does not exist, or access is unequal and fragmented 
across a population, victim-survivors are left without 
a safety net, inevitably impacting their decision 
when considering leaving an abuser.

Child maintenance and support
The previous chapter highlighted how perpetrators 
can use payments of child support and 
maintenance post-separation to economically 
abuse victim-survivors. This review also found 
evidence around the government agencies that 
administer or oversee these payments, which will 
be explored here. Whilst systems of course differ 
globally, there was evidence around agencies’ 
responses to economic abuse, particularly from 
Australia and the UK. Much of this was critical of 
these agencies’ responses to economic abuse 
through the non-payment or interference with child 
support payments. Responses were sometimes 
described as ‘institutional economic abuse’2251 or 
‘state-facilitated economic abuse’.2252 

One victim-survivor described her experiences with 
the Australian Child Support Agency as, ‘It’s just 
exchanging one abuser for a whole system’.2253 In 
the UK, 86% of single parents said they felt the Child 
Maintenance System (CMS), the body responsible 
for overseeing payments, had allowed their ex-
partner to financially control or abuse them post-
separation, whilst 83% felt they would never receive 
the arrears in payments they were owed.2254 

Victim-survivors have reported that the lack of 
action from child maintenance or support agencies 
enables perpetrators to reduce or avoid making 
payments, including a failure to follow up on 
perpetrators’ manipulation of the system (for 
example, using false tax or earnings reports) and 
to carry out enforcement action.2255 In the UK, for 
example, the CMS can take away a paying parent’s 
passport or driving licence due to a failure to pay 
child maintenance, or even pursue prison time, but 
data suggests use of these measures is rare.2256

There have also been reports that victim-survivors 
have not been made aware of certain exemptions 
in place that are available, such as not being 
required to seek payments, or fee waivers when 
using a government body to claim and administer 
payments. 2257 2258 When victim-survivors have 
been aware of these, they have reported finding 
exemptions difficult to apply for, or having 
applications rejected, despite a context of domestic 
abuse. 2259 As well as this, victim-survivors have 
shared being told not to expect payments,2260 or 
be grateful for any payments they do receive 
from the perpetrator by agency staff, thereby 
failing to recognise these as essential to many 
women’s budgets and that they are entitled to the 
payments.2261 2262 In some cases, victim-survivors 
were left to negotiate payments with abusive ex-
partners due to a lack of agency response,2263 
or were told to hire a private investigator to 
collect evidence about their ex-partners’ lack of 
compliance,2264 or even contact ex-partners by 
the agency itself.2265 During Covid-19, research 
from South Africa found that paying fathers used 
lockdown restrictions as an excuse not to pay 
maintenance, and that there was a lack of follow up 
from the responsible government body.2266 Similarly, 
victim-survivors in the UK reported that the CMS 
would not take their calls, only taking calls from 
paying parents. 2267 
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This allowed perpetrators to halt or reduce 
payments without providing any evidence for 
a change in circumstances, and many victim-
survivors taking part in the research shared negative 
experiences of contact with the CMS.2268

However, similar to the concerns shared above 
about a lack of access globally to social security 
payments, systems around child support payments 
vary hugely globally. For example, evidence was 
found of there being no legal provision for child 
maintenance (for example, in rural areas where 
customary laws are followed)2269 or victim-survivors 
having no option but to pursue payments through 
the court system (which may lead to costs, such 
as around legal representation or court fees).2270 
Therefore, access to child support will vary hugely 
and not all victim-survivors can seek support with 
enforcement of payments through a government 
body.  

It is therefore crucial that agencies are trained on 
domestic and economic abuse (including being 
able to recognise perpetrators, as well as victim-
survivors), and that appropriate enforcement action 
is taken against perpetrators who manipulate the 
system in order to reduce, withhold or otherwise 
interfere with payments. Governments should also 
explore increased minimum payments, as well 
as guaranteed payments for victim-survivors, to 
ensure that they and their children do not go without 
due to a perpetrator’s economic abuse through 
payments.2271 Governments should also follow the 
example of countries such as New Zealand and 
the United States, where child support is owed 
to the state and not the parent, protecting the 
parent.2272  One survey of single parents in the UK 
found that 94% felt payment arrears would be 
taken more seriously if the money was owed to 
the government.2273 As well as this, victim-survivors 
receiving social security payments or welfare 
benefits should not have these payments reduced 
or dependent on the amount of child support they 
should be receiving, as this extends a perpetrator’s 
control not only to the payments they owe, but to 
government payments as well. There also needs 
to be wider recognition of the non-payment or 
interference with payments as a form of economic 
abuse.2274 

For countries where there is no formal system 
for ensuring payments are made, this allows 
perpetrators to economically abuse victim-survivors, 
and action should be taken to guarantee victim-
survivors can reliably and consistently receive child 
support.

Police
As explored in the previous chapter, the 
criminalisation of economic abuse varies greatly, 
including at a national and state level. Some areas 
have criminalised economic abuse, others have 
criminalised coercive control, and other areas use 
existing offences such as fraud in order to respond 
to cases. This section will therefore explore the 
evidence that arose during the review about the 
response of the police to economic abuse in the 
context of intimate partner violence. As well as the 
response to economic abuse, Smallwood has noted 
that police intervention can make a significant 
difference to women’s long-term economic and 
physical safety, including being the difference 
between being able to remain in their home and 
homelessness, and being able to access daily 
necessities.2275 

Research with victim-survivors and professionals 
has demonstrated a lack of recognition and 
understanding from the police around economic 
abuse, with police focus often still being mostly on 
acts of physical violence. In Australia, 87% of family 
violence workers reported having observed the 
police failing to recognise economic abuse.2276 For 
example, Ulbrick’s work shows that participants from 
the legal sector in Victoria, Australia felt that police 
routinely failed to investigate economic abuse. 
2277  When it was investigated, it was explored in 
isolation from the rest of the abuse a victim-survivor 
was experiencing, therefore failing to place it in 
the context of coercive control as well as failing 
to fully understand the risk a victim-survivor may 
be at.2278 There is also a need for police to better 
understand how to collect evidence of economic 
abuse, and some of Ulbrick’s participants linked a 
lack of understanding of how to ‘prove’ economic 
abuse to the police failing to take it seriously.2279 
Where economic abuse has not been criminalised, 
responses are also lacking. 
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For example, Wilkund points out that, in Sweden, 
the police focus is often on the physical and sexual 
forms of abuse, with any mention of economic abuse 
being directed to other teams within the police, such 
as those working on fraud.2280 Similarly, in the UK, 
victim-survivors reported police not understanding 
what economic abuse is or how to address it.2281

As well as this, during lockdowns due to Covid-19 
in the UK, there is evidence that the police failed 
to understand economic abuse. For example, one 
professional shared that a victim-survivor they 
were supporting had faced multiple barriers to 
leaving. 2282 These included economic abuse with 
the perpetrator trying to prevent her from working 
whilst she was also unable to safely access money 
in their joint bank account. She was fined by the 
police for breaking lockdown restrictions when she 
left after the perpetrator threatened to kill her, as he 
had not acted upon these threats.2283 Another victim-
survivor reported an initially negative response 
from the police after her ex-partner reported her to 
both the police and her workplace for supposedly 
having broken lockdown restrictions (with the aim of 
threatening her employment). 2284 However, this was 
eventually taken more seriously when the victim-
survivor was able to present evidence of harassing 
emails and text messages.2285

Research has also noted a lack of police recognition 
of the role gambling may play in domestic and 
economic abuse, with the perpetrator’s gambling 
trivialised, downplayed or not seen as relevant to 
the rest of the abuse, despite there often being 
huge amounts of money gambled.2286 Regarding 
police responses to dowry-related abuse, evidence 
suggests that this is also trivialised by police,2287 with 
inaccurate recording of dowry deaths and issues 
around the police evidencing dowry abuse.2288

In recognition of these issues in the UK, SafeLives has 
provided training for police officers called Domestic 
Abuse Matters (DA Matters), which can be delivered 
to all police officers.2289 In addition, SafeLives have 
co-created and co-delivered a module on economic 
abuse with Surviving Economic Abuse for some 
officers, who are called DA Champions, who work 
across the rest of their force to share their learning 
by challenging language or stigma, review cases 
and ensuring information about support services is 
available.2290 

The additional training is delivered by Surviving 
Economic Abuse’s Training Officer and a retired 
police officer, which ensures the training is 
understanding of the culture and experiences of 
officers.2291 It includes how to collect evidence of 
economic abuse for prosecution using the offence 
of controlling or coercive behaviour, as well as how 
to identify economic abuse and how police officers 
can help victim-survivors create economic safety.2292 
An evaluation of the training found that: 
• 91% of participants reported understanding 

the evidence gathering opportunities around 
economic abuse

• 93% reported understanding economic abuse and 
how it fits within domestic abuse

• 98% reported a good understanding of the impact 
of economic abuse on victim-survivors.2293 

This initiative is promising, though long-term 
evaluation is necessary to understanding whether 
the learning is embedded and leads to change in 
practice.

This lack of action from the police has left victim-
survivors feeling disempowered and at risk.2294 
Given the wealth of evidence about the high 
prevalence of economic abuse within the context 
of intimate partner violence that this research has 
highlighted, the findings outlined here are extremely 
concerning. It is imperative that the police have an 
increased understanding of economic abuse, in 
order to respond and investigate it fully. The training 
provided by SafeLives and Surviving Economic 
Abuse is promising practice in achieving this. 
Globally, economic abuse has been included in the 
new UN Handbook on gender-responsive police 
services for women and girls subject to violence, 
and this is positive progress.2295

Courts
Both criminal and civil courts (for example, family 
courts) may encounter economic abuse. This 
section of the report will therefore explore the 
evidence that was found relating to the responses 
of courts to economic abuse. As highlighted in the 
previous chapter, abusers can use the legal system 
to continue to perpetrate economic abuse post-
separation.2296 
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More generally, it has been argued that the courts 
focus on domestic abuse as ‘limited to discrete 
acts of violence or abuse’, rather than as a system 
of control.2297 For economic abuse, this then may 
lead to a focus on whether a victim-survivor 
was pressured or threatened around a specific 
transaction, failing to understand that due to the 
context of coercive control, a victim-survivor could 
be coerced economically without the need for a 
direct threat.2298

Breckenridge’s review of international literature 
found that, globally, a lack of legal recognition of 
economic abuse was a huge barrier for victim-
survivors, with legal professionals and judges 
showing less concern for economic abuse than other 
forms of abuse.2299 For example, in South Africa, 
there is evidence that magistrates felt that cases 
and applications which included economic abuse 
(as well as psychological abuse and sexual violence) 
were less convincing than those which involved 
physical abuse (or threats of), with Artz finding that 
magistrates revealed ‘strong scepticism’ about these 
forms of abuse.2300 Her research found that only 
11% of application forms for protection orders that 
mentioned economic abuse in the description of 
the abuse requested protection specifically around 
this.2301 She argues this shows the variety in how 
victim-survivors experience abuse and how the 
court system categorises it.2302  Similarly, magistrates 
in Australia were found to have a lack of awareness 
and understanding of economic abuse, and that 
economic abuse was (mistakenly) considered to be 
low risk.2303 Further research from Australia found 
that, even if economic abuse was identified during 
the application process for an intervention order, 
it was not noted on the orders themselves, which 
limited their use in seeking remedies for economic 
abuse through other systems.2304 The research 
found no evidence of other mechanisms (such as 
magistrates courts dealing with breaches of an 
intervention order regarding financial or property 
matters) being used in response to economic 
abuse, leaving family courts (which often requires 
expensive legal representation) to deal with the 
issue.2305 Meanwhile, in the US, it has been argued 
that, despite a broad definition of domestic abuse 
from the Department of Justice, the legal system 
often requires physical abuse in order for a case to 
be successful.2306

There is also evidence that judges may be reluctant 
to give perpetrators jail time due to women’s 
economic dependence on their partner.2307 
Meanwhile, some have argued that the lack of 
legal response to economic abuse is due to an 
entrenched fear of entering into the private family 
sphere and interfering with the intimate economic 
relationship.2308 Research has also shown that 
women who report domestic abuse within financial 
proceedings are more likely to receive a minority 
property share than those who do not, and there 
are also reports of victim-survivors being told by 
legal professionals not to mention domestic abuse 
during proceedings.2309 Despite this, there has been 
some work by the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) to integrate economic abuse in 
standards for judges at a global level.2310 

Regarding court responses to dowry abuse, it has 
been argued that there needs to be much better 
judicial understanding of the practices of stridhan 
and dowry in divorce, maintenance and other 
financial settlements, to ensure that women are not 
left destitute.2311 Anitha et al.’s work in the UK and 
India led them to suggest that dowry and stridhan 
should be considered pre-marital assets, and that 
more expert evidence around these issues should be 
utilised.2312 Recommendations for closing the justice 
gap in England and Wales have included specialist 
training on dowry abuse for the judiciary and legal 
practitioners, careful evidence gathering (eg the use 
of photos or videos of gifts), and consideration given 
to enforcing an order using reciprocal maintenance 
arrangements in place between the UK and other 
countries, including India and Pakistan.2313 

The evidence also pointed to a need for further 
legal aid for victim-survivors of economic and 
domestic abuse. Whilst legal aid varies from country 
to country, a common theme was that current 
arrangements are not sufficient, often leaving 
victim-survivors with huge debts or stress,2314 2315 
selling assets to pay for costs or simply unable to 
afford representation.2316 This has been summarised 
as leaving victim-survivors choosing between 
‘unaffordable expense or underrepresentation’.2317 
It is unsurprising then that Douglas has argued 
the lack  of legal aid in Australia was experienced 
as a form of secondary victimisation by victim-
survivors.2318 
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A lack of legal aid has led victim-survivors to having 
to represent themselves in the legal system,2319 
including against perpetrators with expensive legal 
teams.2320 In the UK, many victim-survivors have 
reported not meeting the threshold for legal aid, but 
not having the money to pay for representation.2321 
Means testing for legal aid in the UK has been 
criticised for failing for account for the economic 
realities of victim-survivors. For example it includes 
‘trapped capital’ (often in the form of property 
ownership) in assessing whether someone is eligible 
for legal aid, as well as demanding unaffordable 
contributions which prices victim-survivors out of 
being able to access safety.2322 However, a recent 
court ruling means that victim-survivors will no 
longer be asked to sell their homes in order to 
access safety.2323 

Time in court can cost victim-survivors in a number 
of ways, including the cost of representation, 
court costs and lost work days. 2324 This leaves 
many unable to afford to pursue a court case2325 
or needing to make serious cutbacks (including 
on food) to pay for costs.2326 Victim-survivors’ 
employment can also be negatively impacted, 
as well as their health.2327 A report also found that 
compensation schemes for victims were seemingly 
under-used by victim-survivors of domestic abuse, 
and that this may be due a lack of awareness, 
but also barriers in accessing these for victim-
survivors.2328 For victim-survivors whose bank 
accounts are being monitored, access to free legal 
advice and legal aid are also important in terms 
of safety and being able to take action without the 
perpetrator being alerted.2329

As was noted earlier, tax courts can also respond 
to economic abuse. Zagorski notes that, whilst tax 
court judges are considered elite in the field of tax 
law, they are typically not well versed in domestic 
abuse. 2330 Therefore, training around domestic and 
economic abuse should be provided for judges who 
may be implementing Innocent Spouse Relief in the 
US.2331  

In family courts, concerns were also raised about the 
court’s lack of response to issues such as joint debts. 
2332 In Australia, whilst these can be dealt with under 
existing Family Law Act provisions, it was found that 
this was rarely used by courts in practice.2333 

In the US, Littwin has noted the difficulties lawyers 
and victim-survivors face in trying to undo the harm 
of coerced debt. She notes that a family court judge 
could issue a statement around debts in a victim-
survivor’s name being generated coercively, but 
that this would have no impact (for example, on 
creditors, landlords or employers) as the family court 
cannot act in these areas.2334 She therefore suggests 
that, given that family courts already make decisions 
about economic rights, they could also be given 
powers around dividing debts.2335

Regarding change, it is essential that courts are 
fully aware of economic abuse and how this may 
operate in the context of coercive control and 
intimate partner violence. Whilst in theory there 
may be responses courts can use for economic 
abuse, there were often concerns about these being 
applied in practice. Widespread changes are also 
required to ensure that victim-survivors can access 
and afford legal representation.

Legal professionals
Given the range of issues victim-survivors may 
face, it is unsurprising that many may require legal 
support. This section therefore examines how legal 
professionals have responded to economic abuse. 

Perhaps due to issues with legal aid highlighted 
above, participants in Australia shared that they 
highly valued legal advocacy for victim-survivors, 
including: 
• providing clients with legal information 
• referrals to legal services
• explaining legal documents in accessible 

language
• help in preparing documents
• accompanying victim-survivors to court.2336 

In Australia, Wyndham Legal Service, a community 
organisation providing free legal assistance, 
provided a dedicated economic abuse lawyer, who 
worked with the courts, other service providers and 
the police to identify women going through the 
process of gaining an intervention order.2337 
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The lawyer would see victim-survivors following 
a referral and discuss various possible remedies, 
including: 
• support for self-advocacy
• direct advocacy on the victim-survivor’s behalf
• applying for debt waivers
• dealing with ombudsmen and dispute resolution 

services
• attempting to negotiate with a perpetrator.2338 

The economic abuse lawyer was also able to refer 
to other services, including a service which could 
provide some family law support, and there was 
no set time limit on the support the lawyer could 
offer.2339  The service therefore recognised that 
holistic support for victim-survivors of economic 
abuse in community legal settings would include 
being able to address economic abuse and other 
financial matters relating to domestic abuse, being 
available over extended time periods, and including, 
but not being limited to, court processes.2340

In the US, the Center for Survivor Agency and 
Justice (CSAJ) has undertaken a number of projects 
relating to legal responses for victim-survivors. The 
Center’s longest running project is the Consumer 
Rights for Domestic and Sexual Violence Survivors 
Initiative, which uses consumer law responses to 
financially restore victim-survivors.2341 The project 
has also produced a Guidebook on Consumer 
& Economic Civil Legal Advocacy for Survivors, 
which offers practical consumer and economic 
civil legal remedies, as well as non-legal methods, 
such as credit reporting and repair, federal tax 
advocacy, rights and protections in housing and 
employment and bankruptcy and foreclosure.2342 
CSAJ also operates the Building Partnerships 
for Economic Justice project, which focuses on 
collaborative responses which enhance consumer 
rights for victim-survivors, and the ACCESS to 
Justice for Survivors project, which works with legal 
advocates who are not lawyers to navigate the 
court system.2343 The project focuses on addressing 
some of the direct and indirect costs victim-survivors 
face throughout the legal system, and provides 
training, peer exchange and partnership building 
opportunities for services, with advocates sharing 
different supports available to help reduce costs for 
victim-survivors.2344 

CSAJ has also created a consumer rights screening 
tool for domestic violence advocates and lawyers, 
which aims to provide an overview of common 
consumer issues for victim-survivors and offer 
guidance on how to identify these issues.2345 The 
tool also stresses the importance of using it within 
the context of understanding the victim-survivor’s 
broader safety, for example by seeking any financial 
information that the perpetrator holds partnership 
with the victim-survivor to ensure her safety.2346

In New York City, the Civil Legal Advice and Resource 
Office provides a programme specifically designed 
for domestic violence victim-survivors, providing 
legal advice with consumer debt issues.2347 The 
project understands that debt issues that victim-
survivors have are often a direct result of the abuse, 
and must be responded to beyond solely legal 
support, therefore linking with domestic violence 
and consumer law practitioners, as well as taking 
safety into consideration at every stage.2348

In Israel, Women’s Spirit have also responded 
to coerced debt by working with the Clinic for 
Social Law at the Academic Center for Law and 
Business, leading action to implement a gender-
based understanding in insolvency and financial 
proceedings.2349

In the UK, Surviving Economic Abuse worked with 
legal firm Hogan Lovells to produce a report which 
outlines the various legal options victim-survivors 
may have in responding to economic abuse.2350 
The charity also undertook work on coerced debt, 
seeking legal advice to explore how it could be 
challenged in the UK.2351  This identified two points of 
law under UK law in which coerced debt could be 
challenged: in cases where there were obvious signs 
of duress or undue influence, which the creditor 
ignores, and where there is a question around 
whether information (such as a credit card PIN) was 
given voluntarily or with valid consent.2352 As there 
are limited grounds for legally challenging demands 
to repay coerced debt in the UK, it was established 
that these cases would need to be exceptional, 
so the work pivoted towards focusing on and 
supporting partnership between domestic abuse 
and money and debt advice services (see below for 
more on this).2353
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Housing
Housing is central to domestic abuse, and the home 
can be used by perpetrators of economic abuse. 
Evidence has demonstrated that between 50% and 
60% of cases of women’s homelessness worldwide 
can be linked to domestic abuse.2354 In 2019, women 
made up fewer than 15% of global landowners, and 
victim-survivors of gender-based violence are more 
likely to face eviction.2355 In Brazil, where there are 
only 70 domestic abuse shelters for a population 
of over 200 million and there is no social housing 
programme, it was found that victim-survivors 
struggle to keep their homes after experiencing 
domestic abuse, and that housing was a key reason 
women remained with abusive partners.2356

Advocacy around housing has been found to be 
valued by victim-survivors, including organising 
crisis accommodation, providing assistance with 
housing applications or references for estate 
agents, and support around financial and material 
assistance from the government or charities.2357 
Arrears in housing payments and property damage 
may be indicators of economic abuse, and victim-
survivors may be held responsible for these when 
the perpetrator is the one truly to blame.2358 Poor 
practices by landlords have also been found, 
including one victim-survivor being forced to pay 
several thousand pounds in order to end her lease 
early so she could leave the property where she was 
abused.2359 A lack of formal services and support 
mean that victim-survivors may therefore be left 
with fewer options. Cities Alliance (who work globally 
to fight urban poverty in cities) point out women 
who live in informal settings (poor quality housing 
which is not built following formal regulations) have 
been found to face a lack of economic resources, 
limited access to basic services and health 
problems, compared to those in safe housing.2360 
Programmes around domestic abuse and housing 
have therefore been found globally, including in 
Ecuador, where the Casas Acogidas programme 
sees women living in shelters shape their co-living 
by deciding on and designing the services that are 
needed.2361

In Australia, ‘staying at home’ programmes were 
introduced from the 1990s, which had the aim of 
enabling victim-survivors and their children to stay 
in the family home, with the perpetrator removed, 
though aims can vary greatly.2362 Whilst this can be 
important for victim-survivors, providing economic 
and housing security, as well as consistency for 
victim-survivors and children, some will be unable 
to stay in the family home regardless.2363 This may 
be due to fear of the perpetrator, particularly if 
they know the location of the victim-survivor, police 
failing to respond to protection order breaches, or 
being unable to afford it without the perpetrator’s 
contribution.2364In Victoria, the RCFV made a number 
of recommendations around tenancies for victim-
survivors. These included: 
• ensuring there is a clear mechanism for 

appointing liability around the tenancy in cases 
of abuse (to ensure victim-survivors are not held 
liable where perpetrators should be) 

• preventing landlords from unreasonably 
withholding consent for modifications to a rental 
property to improve its security

• systems for a victim-survivor wishing to leave 
a tenancy to terminate a co-tenancy if the 
perpetrator is a co-tenant.2365

In the UK, a collaboration between domestic 
violence organisations and housing partners led 
by the Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance piloted 
the Whole Housing Approach which encapsulates 
all areas of housing. This included privately owned 
housing (which was led by Surviving Economic 
Abuse), privately rented housing, social landlords, 
refuges, and housing options for perpetrators.2366  
This therefore differed from existing work, which 
has tended to focus on social housing, and included 
both the privately rented and owned housing 
sectors. It involved training for a range of staff and 
providers, as well as guidance for social providers, 
2367 and a toolkit, including a chapter on economic 
abuse.2368 
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This chapter makes a number of recommendations 
for housing providers, including:
• access to specialist debt advice for victim-survivors 

of economic abuse
• screening for domestic and economic abuse 

where there are arrears
• policy-makers creating supportive policies for 

victim-survivors more broadly (such as the 
removal of the No Recourse to Public Funds rule)

• specialist training for staff 
• local authorities providing access to essential 

items (such as household items or appliances) for 
women fleeing abuse.2369 

Housing is key for victim-survivors of economic 
abuse, and it is important that there is access to 
affordable, safe and secure housing, whether this 
is provided by the social or private sectors. Training 
across all housing providers is also needed, and 
this needs to take victim-survivors’ economic and 
physical safety into account. 

Employers and educators
As the previous chapter has highlighted, 
perpetrators of economic abuse can interfere with 
victim-survivors’ employment, education or training 
in a number of ways, and these actions can have 
long-lasting impacts. These findings demonstrate 
the need for employers and educators to respond to 
economic abuse, though more evidence was found 
of employer and educators’ responses to domestic 
abuse more broadly, rather than economic abuse in 
particular. One survey found that of victim-survivors 
who had sought support from their workplace, 
59% reported receiving unhelpful responses or no 
support at all.2370 Research has also shown that 
employers have responded to victim-survivors by 
firing them (therefore exacerbating any economic 
abuse carried out by the perpetrator),2371 and 
also that Black victim-survivors were less likely to 
receive support in the workplace than White victim-
survivors.2372 

In organisations that were responding to customers 
experiencing abuse, there was also some 
recognition that their own staff will also include 
victim-survivors and perpetrators (for example, the 
Insurance Council of Australia states that insurers 
should include support for staff experiencing abuse 
in their guidance for helping customers who are 
victim-survivors)2373 and policies must therefore take 
this into consideration.2374 Organisations therefore 
must have an effective domestic abuse policy for 
staff, which should include a range of supports, but 
avoids being a ‘one size fits all’ solution and allows 
for flexibility.2375

In the previous chapter around policy responses to 
economic abuse, it was found that some countries 
(such as New Zealand and the Philippines)2376 have 
introduced policies around paid leave for domestic 
abuse victim-survivors. Where national policies do 
not exist, employers can support victim-survivors by 
providing paid leave, and it has been argued that 
employers have a duty of care towards employees 
in this regard.2377 A number of organisations around 
the world have introduced this leave for victim-
survivors, including ANZ Bank in New Zealand,2378 
South Ayrshire Council in Scotland (the first local 
authority in Europe to do so),2379 Vodafone for 
employees globally,2380 and Hogan Lovells in the 
UK.2381 Paid leave is key for giving victim-survivors 
time for dealing with the abuse (for example, 
attending court sessions, medical appointments 
or other practical matters, as well as dealing 
emotionally with the abuse), and it is essential 
that this is rolled out globally. Whilst this should be 
enshrined at a national policy level, employers can 
take action to provide it along with further support 
(see below). 

Other support options may also be required. For 
example, FreeFrom suggests that this could include 
emergency grants and financial coaching.2382 
Training for staff, including managers, in order to 
raise basic awareness of domestic abuse, is also 
important, as is provision around confidentiality for 
victim-survivors and how co-workers can respond 
if they suspect a colleague is experiencing domestic 
abuse.2383 Employee Assistance Programmes and 
counselling may also be provided, as well as 
referrals to specialist support services or increased 
options around security (such as screening of calls 
or being escorted to a vehicle).2384 
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For educators, this might include accommodating 
victim-survivors who have missed classes or 
assignments due to the abuse,2385 work to increase 
retention of victim-survivors and training on intimate 
partner violence for those in contact with students 
(including teaching staff and support staff).2386 
It is also important to provide flexible working 
arrangements for victim-survivors. This may include 
flexibility around working hours or location,2387 or 
being allowed to use work resources such as a 
phone or laptop for personal use.2388 

Employers and educators can be supported 
through the process of creating policies to support 
victim-survivors of domestic and economic abuse. 
For example, the Employers Initiative on Domestic 
Abuse (EIDA) in the UK, supports employers to 
respond to domestic abuse by sharing best practice 
through a handbook (which includes information on 
how to support victim-survivors and how to write 
a domestic abuse policy) and events.2389 In the US, 
FreeFrom has worked in partnership with employers 
to create promising responses to abuse.2390 Correia 
also identified local initiatives including: 
• the National Workplace Resource Center on 

Domestic Violence in San Francisco, which 
provides materials for employers including a 
workplace policy checklist

• the Battered Women Employed programme, 
also in San Francisco, which advocates for the 
employment rights of victim-survivors

• the Domestic Violence Intervention Program in 
Iowa’s adaption of a curriculum for employers 
responding to domestic abuse.2391 

Glenn has also identified the work of Futures 
Without Violence, who work to increase workplaces’ 
understanding of domestic and sexual violence, as 
well as developing trauma-informed job training 
programmes for victim-survivors.2392

For responding specifically to economic abuse, 
Portas’ and Sharp-Jeffs’ insight report for employers 
(including financial firms) applies Portas’ PEOPLE 
Framework2393 to employer organisations, with 
joined-up, practical suggested responses for each 
strand: 

• Purpose and Business Strategy: identifying how 
economic abuse relates to an organisation’s 
purpose and business strategy, collecting, using 
and sharing appropriate data insights to inform 
economic abuse strategies and embedding across 
the business model.

• ESG Social Principles for Economic Abuse: four 
principles (developed by Sharp-Jeffs) relate back 
to purpose and serve as an underpin for consistent 
embedding of approaches for addressing 
economic abuse.  These include a survivor-
centred, safety-focussed and intersectional 
approach to economic abuse, exploring 
opportunities for developing coordinated and 
collaborative approaches to economic abuse 
(for example, with other organisations in the 
employers’ sector, or assisting survivors with their 
financial wellbeing).

• Openness & Transparency: adopting a transparent 
approach to aid understanding of, and 
approaches to, economic abuse.

• Policies, Practices & Operations: adopting 
policies, practices and processes which empower 
employees’ financial wellbeing; developing 
approaches which consider how employers can 
support survivors to (re)establish employment; 
embedding consideration of economic abuse into 
employee benefits and enable victim-survivors 
to access financial services (for example, through 
reduced-cost loans), and; adopting strategies to 
support victim-survivors through the employee 
journey.

• Leadership & Culture: creating an informed 
and survivor-responsive culture where staff are 
empowered to support colleagues.

• Engagement with People & Employee Survivors: 
engaging with victim-survivor employees in ways 
that are meaningful to support good outcomes 
for all victim-survivors according to their life 
circumstances.2394
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Portas’ 6 Moments That Matter2395 provides 
insights an employer may consider in responding 
to economic abuse.2396 When a victim-survivor is 
Growing Up, Studying & Re-Qualifying, employers 
could:
• establish work experience opportunities for young 

victim-survivors
• provide financial wellbeing tailored for young 

people
• support victim-survivors’ training and 

development
• provide skills grants. 

When a victim-survivor is Entering or Re-entering 
The Workplace, employers can: 
• adopt survivor-inclusive recruitment policies
• require sole bank accounts for paying wages
• adopt policies for economic abuse
• include economic abuse in staff financial 

wellbeing or financial produce references
• embed safety into workplace pensions and 

benefits
• provide support for victim-survivors leaving an 

abusive partner. 

Relationships: Making Up & Breaking Up, provides 
how employers can provide training and financial 
wellbeing to raise awareness of economic 
abuse and when a victim-survivor is leaving the 
perpetrator, an employer can:
• provider flexible working arrangements
• support legal processes the victim-survivor may 

be going through (eg by providing time off work).

Employers can also consider economic abuse 
when an employee is experiencing Motherhood or 
Becoming A Carer, by: 
• providing assistance for employees and their 

families experiencing economic abuse 
• providing flexible working arrangements for 

victim-survivors returning to work 
• having contact plans for those on maternity leave. 
 

For victim-survivors who are in the Later Life, 
Planning & Entering Retirement stage, either 
because they are at pension saving age or 
approaching retirement, pension policies 
and practices can take economic abuse into 
consideration, provide access to specialist guidance 
for victim-survivors, whilst employees experiencing 
ill-health or old age (Ill-health, Infirmity & Dying) 
can also benefit from flexibility, and safeguards 
for economic abuse in pension or other income 
benefits.2397  This extract guide was developed by 
Portas based on her 6 Moments That Matter work. 
The 6 Moments That Matter are key life stages and 
events which can have implications for people’s 
financial futures. Portas’ work raises awareness 
of these in order to help everyone can live a fair 
and secure financial life, and she also developed 
a PEOPLE Framework to inform practice and 
policy. The extract guide for financial services on 
economic abuse (and a similar guide developed 
for employers) therefore utilises Portas’ existing 
work in order to highlight how economic abuse 
can impact victim-survivors, and how financial 
services (and employers) can create change.  6 
Moments That Matter and the PEOPLE Framework 
are proprietary and are reproduced here together 
with extracts from the insights with Portas’ written 
consent. Portas’ work with Nicola Sharp-Jeffs and 
Surviving Economic Abuse has been done on a pro 
bono basis to support survivors and inspire change. 
For more on the 6 Moments That Matter framework 
developed by Jane Portas and to access the main 
report from which the economic abuse reports were 
extracted, please see the 6 Moments That Matter 
website.2398

The findings here highlight that employers and 
educators have an active role to play in supporting 
victim-survivors of economic abuse, and that 
there are examples of good practice already for 
employers to use in their own responses. It is key that 
employers recognise economic abuse as part of 
domestic violence.2399
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Other
Local councils also have a role to play in responding 
to economic and domestic abuse. Responses to 
domestic abuse from local councils in Australia have 
been noted to vary greatly, with some having no 
provision at all for family violence or the resulting 
financial hardship.2400 In the UK, three London 
boroughs (Hammersmith and Fulham, the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, and the City 
of Westminister) came together to launch a Shared 
Services Violence Against Women Strategy, which 
recognised economic abuse. 2401 The three local 
authorities worked with Surviving Economic Abuse, 
particularly as part of the Economic Justice Project, 
to consider their response to economic abuse.2402

Social workers can play a significant role for victim-
survivors. Some research has found that social 
workers may not recognise economic abuse or 
coerced debt, viewing it as a relationship dispute,2403 
whilst other work found that between one quarter 
and a third of social workers reported always 
asking clients about financial concerns.2404 However, 
in Switzerland, social workers were reported to 
have a ‘striking awareness’ of economic abuse, 
recognising it as an expression of unequal gender 
relations.2405 Social workers were reported to assist 
victim-survivors with obtaining financial assistance, 
developing employment perspectives, helping 
to arrange childcare, and support with receiving 
alimony payments.2406 Similarly, Coutts noted in her 
research with social workers in Sweden that she 
had not expected to find the level of awareness of 
economic abuse that the practitioners displayed, 
with all eight indicating they commonly came into 
contact with economic abuse.2407 They reflected that 
victim-survivors’ cases were often complex, and 
their role usually involved some level of awareness-
raising of economic abuse with women, as well as 
financial literacy.2408 However, there was no formal 
recognition of this in policy documents and social 
workers had to develop their own responses.2409 The 
lack of recognition at a policy level often left social 
workers and victim-survivors navigating barriers 
and processes that discouraged women from 
becoming economically self-sufficient.2410 

Whilst there is less evidence on the role of medical 
professionals and their role in responding to 
economic abuse, a previous chapter of this report 
highlighted the impact of economic abuse on 
physical and mental health. This is supported by 
findings from Turkey that show mental health nurses 
felt economic abuse and emotional abuse were the 
most common types of violence victim-survivors 
experienced.2411 In addition, Cameron found that 
almost three quarters of victim-survivors felt that 
doctors’ surgeries would be the most helpful place 
for information on financial abuse to be shared.2412 
Research in the UK also found that victim-survivors 
presenting to hospitals were more likely be from 
higher income households.2413 This therefore 
highlights the need for doctors, nurses and staff 
within surgeries to be informed about economic 
abuse and prepared to respond to a victim-
survivor’s disclosure.2414

In Australia, the work of the Victorian Royal 
Commission on Family Violence also recognised 
that traffic fines can be used as a form of economic 
abuse.2415 For example, perpetrators may incur 
traffic fines using the victim-survivor’s car and, 
previously, victim-survivors could only be excused 
from a payment if they made a declaration 
identifying the driver, which carries huge safety 
risks.2416 Domestic violence was not considered a 
special circumstance which could be used to excuse 
fines, unlike health issues or homelessness, and 
whilst victim-survivors could accept the fine then 
apply to the court for special circumstances, this 
was expensive, time-consuming and a safety risk.2417 
The RCFV therefore recommended that changes 
were made which allowed a victim-survivor to have 
fines in their name revoked by declaring they were 
not driving the car at the time of the offence, that 
they are a victim-survivor of abuse and that they 
are unable to identify the driver at the time due to 
safety concerns.2418 This has since been implemented 
and, whilst there is promising feedback, advocates 
have raised concerns that the standard of evidence 
required is too high and applications are taking 
too long.2419 One advocate stated at the time of the 
research that one case had been ongoing for nine 
months and was not yet resolved.2420 
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In Victoria, fines resulting from using toll roads 
have also been raised, for example through the 
perpetrator accumulating fines whilst using the 
victim-survivor’s car on toll road, or the victim-
survivor driving on toll roads whilst fleeing.2421 These 
fines are enforced through the criminal system, and 
can escalate to costing $400 for one trip.2422 The 
Victorian Government has therefore introduced a 
Family Violence scheme for dealing with toll debts, 
but it is noted that fines are easier to deal with 
than the debts, so toll operators’ awareness and 
responses must be improved.2423

Bond and Ulbrick also link the issue of vehicle 
registration to economic abuse, in that a car the 
victim-survivor regularly uses might be registered 
in the perpetrator’s name, or that the perpetrator 
drives a car in the victim-survivors’ name (including 
the issue of incurring fines).2424  This may include 
where the victim-survivor no longer even has access 
to the car. 2425 Transferring the registration requires 
the consent of the perpetrator as well as a payment, 
and this can prevent victim-survivors from also 
being able to re-register vehicles, leaving them 
open to fines for driving an unregistered car.2426 
For example, the evaluation of the Transforming 
Financial Security project gives an example of a 
perpetrator buying a car in the victim-survivor’s 
name, which he used exclusively and took following 
the end of the relationship, when the victim-survivor 
obtained a police intervention order which excluded 
the abuser from the home.2427 The victim-survivor 
was told by the roads agency that she needed to 
remove the license plates, whilst the police would 
not act because they did not consider the car stolen 
and felt it was a family law property matter.2428 
The perpetrator had run up $10,000 in fines in her 
name.2429 In Victoria, the responsible road agency 
has now developed a policy for these situations, 
which allows victim-survivors to apply for a vehicle 
transfer in or out of their names using a statutory 
declaration from the victim-survivor, and a piece of 
evidence such as a supporting letter from a family 
violence worker.2430 This concern has also been 
raised in New Zealand.2431

Summary
This chapter has therefore demonstrated the vast 
range of services responding to economic abuse. 
It has highlighted the work that has been done, 
including promising practice, but also the work that 
is yet to be done. For example, financial services 
play a key role in responding to economic abuse, 
and great strides have been made, particularly in 
Australia and the UK, though responses to individual 
victim-survivors may be inconsistent, and responses 
were found to vary across many of the industries 
explored here. Perpetrators can also manipulate 
wider systems, including those around banking or 
government bodies (such as the courts and child 
support agencies), meaning these organisations 
are facilitating economic abuse. It is therefore 
vital that industries and organisations take action 
around economic and domestic abuse to restrict 
and prevent the harm that perpetrators can inflict, 
including post-separation. The findings have also 
demonstrated that much of the promising practice 
around responses to economic abuse have been 
found when organisations work in partnership with 
specialist economic and domestic abuse services, 
thereby ensuring that responses are survivor-
centred and take both physical and economic safety 
into account at every stage. 
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Conclusion

This research has involved (to our 
knowledge) the largest literature 
review of what is known globally 
about economic abuse. It draws 
together evidence from a wide 
range of sources, including from 
third sector organisations and 
relevant industries, academic 
research (such as peer-reviewed 
journal articles, as well as 
dissertations and theses) and other 
sources. 
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This research has established that 
understanding of economic abuse in 
the context of intimate partner violence 
is an emerging area and constantly 
developing, as are the responses 
to it. This conclusion will therefore 
summarise the key findings and themes 
from the research. 

Prevalence
A vast amount of data was found which related 
to the prevalence of economic abuse globally. 
There was a substantial range in the questions 
used to establish prevalence, however, with some 
research only utilising a single question. This 
therefore reduces the likelihood of economic abuse 
being identified and, as we have seen throughout 
this research, abusers can use a vast range of 
behaviours to carry out economic abuse. Due to the 
variety in research populations and the questions 
used to establish if participants had experienced 
economic abuse, there was a huge variety in the 
prevalence rates found among both victim-survivors 
of intimate partner abuse and within more general 
populations. The full collection of evidence found 
relating to prevalence of economic abuse, including 
results presented by regions and countries, can be 
found in Annex 1.  

Best practice around prevalence was found in 
the utilisation of specific scales and measures of 
economic abuse, some of which were tested for 
validity in other countries or languages. Among 
victim-survivors, these found incredibly high 
prevalence rates, sometimes as high as 100%. 
Good practice was also seen in using either 
these measures or a series of questions relating 
to economic abuse in surveys with the general 
population. Therefore, further research should 
continue this good practice of using multiple 
questions to assess experiences of economic abuse 
in the context of intimate partner violence. This is 
particularly necessary given that evidence in this 
review demonstrated that rates of self-identifying 
experiences as economic abuse were lower than 
rates where participants were asked if they had 
experienced a list of behaviours. 

In recognition of differing contexts and experiences 
globally, existing scales and questions may need 
to be adapted before use, or context-specific 
measures may be required. There was also a small 
evidence base regarding perpetration rates of 
economic abuse, although this was only amongst 
men and was exclusively found in Africa and Asia. 

Key areas for future prevalence research therefore 
include ensuring that economic abuse is measured 
using multiple questions which recognise a range 
of behaviours that abusers can use, including those 
which might be specific to certain contexts (such as 
for minoritised and/or disabled victim-survivors). 
Further research is also needed which includes 
samples which are fully representative, as well as 
specific work with minoritised communities.  

Nature
The evidence found throughout this review has 
highlighted that economic abuse, like domestic 
abuse more broadly, is highly gendered. Women 
are more likely to experience it from men, and 
social and economic systems support men’s control 
of and power over economic resources. This does 
not mean that men cannot experience economic 
abuse (committed by women or other men), but 
that abusers’ use of economic abuse is supported 
by gendered inequalities which adversely impact 
women. Similarly, there was evidence that men 
and women have different understandings and 
accounts of what constitutes economic abuse, 
with women seemingly more likely to understand 
it as occurring within a context of abuse. In 
addition, an intersectional approach is also vital to 
understanding economic abuse, as the evidence 
demonstrated that perpetrators use and exploit 
existing inequalities. This means that those who are 
discriminated against (for example, on the basis of 
their ethnicity, sexuality, or disability) will experience 
it in unique ways which relate to these identities. 
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Perpetrators also use economic abuse within the 
context of coercive control, and it is this environment 
which makes it such an effective tactic, limiting 
women’s access to economic resources and, 
subsequently, their space for action. Using the 
segments of the economic abuse wheel, this 
research found a significant amount of evidence 
supporting the finding that economic abuse is used 
in conjunction with other forms of abuse by an 
intimate partner, thereby reinforcing the abuser’s 
use of different forms of abuse and their impact on 
victim-survivors. However, economic abuse was 
not consistently recognised in research which did 
not seek to specifically include or explore it, and it 
was only through the analysis that these behaviours 
were recognised and drawn out. This therefore 
suggests a need for a wider awareness and 
understanding of economic abuse within domestic 
abuse and intimate partner violence research.

In addition, that abusers can continue, escalate 
and even begin economic abuse post-separation 
makes it particularly destructive. It is unsurprising, 
then, that a huge range of substantial impacts 
linked to economic abuse were found as part of this 
review, including long-term economic, emotional 
and health impacts for victim-survivors and their 
children. 

The research found evidence for a huge range 
of economically abusive behaviours, and it is due 
to this that we recommend the adoption of the 
conceptualisation of behaviours first proposed 
by Sharp-Jeffs, which differs from others found 
and used in the review. Sharp-Jeffs categorises 
economic abuse under the headings of economic 
sabotage, economic exploitation, and economic 
restriction, and these aligned more closely to the 
experiences of victim-survivors found throughout 
the review.

Future research on the nature of economic abuse 
should therefore prioritise developing intersectional 
understandings of economic abuse, and how those 
from minoritised communities may be affected. 
In addition, more understanding of the long-term 
impacts of economic abuse would be beneficial 
for developing responses and support for victim-
survivors. 

Policy responses
In order to respond to economic abuse, it is vital 
that it is recognised and prioritised at a policy level. 
This research established that there were differing 
levels of recognition of economic abuse globally. 
For example, at an international level, it was often 
noted to be absent from plans of action on domestic 
abuse or violence against women. However, at 
some international levels, economic violence was 
recognised, such as in the Maputo Protocol across 
Africa and as part of the Istanbul Convention in 
Europe. At a national level, only 113 countries were 
found to have laws in place to protect victim-
survivors from economic abuse, whilst another 
study found that 1.4 billion women globally are not 
protected from economic abuse. Positively, however, 
the evidence suggested that this figure is declining 
and that economic abuse is becoming more 
recognised, though it still lags behind other forms of 
domestic abuse. 

However, economic abuse has been found to be 
the least legislated form of abuse. This review 
also found that the definitions provided in law of 
economic abuse can be vague, and may not specify 
what economic abuse might involve. Some policy 
responses were found to only include economic 
abuse as a form of emotional, failing to recognise 
it as distinct. Some legislation was also criticised 
for failing to link to any direct responses (such as 
criminalisation) or provisions for victim-survivors. 
The evidence also suggests that further recognition 
of dowry-related abuse is needed. In addition to 
weaknesses within policy responses themselves, 
there is a strong need for the structures which 
enact or enforce legislation (such as the police 
and courts, or other government agencies such as 
those overseeing social security or child support 
payments) to have an understanding of economic 
abuse and ensure that victim-survivors are 
supported, and abusers are held responsible and 
cannot manipulate systems. 
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Industry responses
There are a significant number of organisations 
who are encountering and responding to victim-
survivors of economic abuse, including those who 
might not usually be considered in responses to 
domestic abuse, such as financial services and utility 
providers, as well as more traditional stakeholders 
such as government agencies (for example, the 
police and courts) and domestic abuse services. 
This range of stakeholders serves to demonstrate 
how wide-reaching the impacts of economic abuse 
can be for victim-survivors. It is worth noting here 
that much of the evidence found relating to industry 
responses to economic abuse was from the global 
north, particularly the UK, US and Australia. As a 
result, not all victim-survivors globally will have 
access to the organisations or systems (such as 
bank accounts or child support agencies) that were 
discussed. It is difficult to know whether this work is 
not taking place in other countries or contexts or if 
it is not being written about and was therefore not 
found during the research process.

Across the industry responses examined during 
this review, a recurring need identified was 
for increased awareness, recognition and 
understanding of economic abuse. This includes 
the staff that victim-survivors come into contact 
with and those who are designing services. It is 
vital that organisations are aware of how victim-
survivors may be impacted, and how perpetrators 
may use systems in order to carry out economic 
abuse, including post-separation. There is therefore 
a widespread need for training on economic abuse 
for staff who are in contact with victim-survivors 
of economic abuse, and for organisations to have 
the infrastructure in place to be able to respond 
appropriately and sensitively to economic abuse, 
as well as to ensure they are not facilitating further 
abuse by perpetrators. This not only applies to 
financial services, but the evidence also highlighted 
mixed levels of awareness of economic abuse 
within domestic abuse services. Such services must 
prioritise economic safety, and have the appropriate 
resources in order to support victim-survivors of 
economic abuse. It is also essential that government 
bodies, including court systems, the police, social 
security agencies and child support agencies, 
are aware of economic abuse and can respond 
effectively to it. 

This is even more important in contexts where there 
is limited or unequal access to these systems. Only 
when this is the case will victim-survivors be able to 
access physical and economic safety. 

Evidence highlighted how victim-survivors received 
mixed responses from organisations.  Positively, 
emerging good practice was identified. This 
included best practice guidelines for financial 
services in responding to economic abuse, as 
well as collaborating with specialist domestic 
and economic abuse organisations in order to 
develop and deliver responses, including specialist 
financial abuse teams and training for staff. This 
collaboration was also seen with other services, 
with co-location and delivery of specialist financial 
advice (including debt advice) and legal services 
for victim-survivors of economic abuse alongside 
specialist domestic abuse services. Similarly, projects 
which seek to reduce the impact of coerced debt 
on victim-survivors, including by challenging or 
applying for the debt to be written-off are promising 
practice. These examples of good practice must 
therefore continue and be evaluated in order to 
share learning which could be adopted elsewhere. 

Strategic framework for 
responding to economic abuse
Given the huge amount of evidence found during 
this review, a broad strategic framework has been 
developed for use in future work around economic 
abuse. This highlights examples of the different 
forms of economic abuse using the classifications 
of economic restriction, economic exploitation 
and economic sabotage, as it is vital that research 
and responses to economic abuse have a 
strong understanding of these behaviours. The 
examples included are intended to be illustrative, 
rather than exhaustive. This is then followed by 
recommendations for a number of stakeholders, 
which are deliberately broad reaching in recognition 
of the different stages of development that work 
related to economic abuse is at globally. It is 
underlined by examples of best practice unearthed 
during the research, which may be adopted 
and adapted in different contexts. This strategic 
framework is presented below.
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An emerging strategic framework for understanding  
and responding to economic abuse

Economically abusive behaviours by perpetrators

Broad recommendations for stakeholders

Promising practice by and with stakeholders identified in the research

Economic restriction

Including:

Monitoring spending, eg through a bank 
account, cash, receipts or an allowance.

Controlling a victim-survivors’ access to their 
income, savings or bank accounts.

Controlling or preventing access to economic 
resources, such as transport or mobile phone.

Denying money needed for essentials.

Making a victim-survivor quit work or studies.

Economic exploitation

Including:

Building up debt in the victim-survivors’  
name, including through coercion or fraud.

Spending their money as they want whilst 
making the victim-survivor solely responsible 
for essentials or joint costs.

Making a victim-survivor work more (eg more 
hours, multiple jobs).

Forced domestic or unpaid labour.

Putting liabilities in the victim-survivor’s name 
and assets in their own name.

Economic sabotage

Including:

Failing to pay child support in full or  
reliably, or manipulating how much is owed.

Using court processes to economically  
exhaust a victim-survivor.

Falsely accusing a victim-survivor of 
fraudulently claiming welfare benefits.

Damaging or destroying the victim-survivors’ 
property, assets or belongings.

Changing financial products without the  
victim-survivor’s knowledge or consent.

Financial sector

Promising practice needs 
to adopted and adapted. 

Responses must involve 
and be informed by 
specialist domestic and 
economic abuse services.

Organisations should 
ensure responses to victim-
survivors are consistent 
and follow the policies in 
place.

Researchers

Scales measuring the full 
extent of economic abuse 
must be included in IPV 
prevalence surveys.

More research with 
diverse communities is 
needed, including on the 
prevalence and nature of 
economic abuse.

Longer-term research on 
the impacts of economic 
abuse.

More work on how 
economic abuse overlaps 
with other forms of abuse 
and how it is facilitated by 
systems and structures.

Policy-makers

Economic abuse in IPV 
needs to be recognised 
at all levels (including 
international, national and 
regional) of policy.

Economic abuse must be 
defined in a way which 
recognises the range and 
complexity of behaviours.

Policy needs to be 
supportive of responses, 
including in government 
bodies.

Government agencies

Agencies need the 
infrastructure to support 
any policies around 
economic abuse.

Agencies must be able to 
recognise and respond 
appropriately to victim-
survivors.

Agencies must prevent 
perpetrators from using 
systems to perpetrate 
economic abuse, including 
by changing systems 
which facilitate abuse.

Agencies must remove 
processes which punish 
victim-survivors. 

Domestic abuse services

Economic abuse and 
safety must be included 
in approaches to intimate 
partner violence.

Services should seek to 
further their awareness 
and understanding of 
economic abuse.

Services should be aware 
that economic abuse 
requires specific responses 
which include both 
physical and economic 
safety, and seek to deliver 
these.

Financial sector

Codes of conduct for 
responding to financial 
abuse within the financial 
services sector.

Collaboration with 
specialist domestic abuse 
services.

Trained economic abuse 
teams responding to 
victim-survivors, including 
those with coerced debt.

Researchers

The development and 
use of scales designed 
specifically for economic 
abuse which are 
developed for or adapted 
to local contexts.

The growth of research 
which includes and 
understands economic 
abuse as a distinct form 
of IPV.

Policy-makers

Economic abuse is 
recognised in the 
legislation of 113 countries.

Laws which allow for 
prosecuting perpetrators 
of economic abuse, such 
as those specifically on 
economic abuse, or on 
coercive control.

Research-informed policy.

Government agencies

Specialist training on 
recognising economic 
abuse for police officers.

Countries where child 
support payments are 
enforced and owed to the 
state, rather than directly 
to the victim-survivor.

Domestic abuse services

Collaboration with non-
traditional stakeholders 
to ensure responses are 
safe for and informed by 
victim-survivors.

Evaluations of jointly 
delivered and located 
services for victim-
survivors, eg legal services 
and financial advice.

Use of research-based 
and evaluated economic 
abuse screening tools with 
victim-survivors to inform 
support.
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Summary
This research has firmly established that economic 
abuse committed by an intimate partner is a global 
problem. A huge range of economically abusive 
behaviours are used by perpetrators in order to limit 
victim-survivors’ ability to access and use economic 
resources, and limit their self-sufficiency and space 
for action. Economic abuse therefore requires a 
coordinated response from a range of stakeholders 
in order to support victim-survivors. This will also 
limit abusers’ ability to carry out this form of abuse. 

A significant amount of evidence around economic 
abuse was found from around the world. As far as 
we are aware, this research is the first review of its 
kind which looks at such a wide range of sources. 
Despite the volume of evidence presented here, 
economic abuse in the context of intimate partner 
violence is less understood than other forms of 
violence against women, and is often still mistakenly 
conceptualised as a form of emotional abuse, 
rather than a distinct form of abuse. The evidence 
here supports findings that perpetrators rarely use 
economic abuse in isolation, often taking place 
within the context of coercive control. Dedicated 
responses are therefore needed, and it is vital that 
these prioritise victim-survivors’ economic and 
physical safety together. 

Whilst the review has established that there have 
been great developments in understanding and 
responding to economic abuse in recent years, it 
has also demonstrated how much more work there 
is to do in understanding the prevalence and nature 
of economic abuse, and how industries and policy-
makers respond to it. This research has established 
that abusers’ use of economic abuse is a global 
problem. It is vital that this work is carried out 
everywhere in order to ensure that victim-survivors 
can live a life which is free of economic abuse.



134

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

References



135

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1 Usta, J., Makarem, N.N., Habib, R.R., (2013), ‘Economic 
Abuse in Lebanon: Experiences and Perceptions’, Violence 
Against Women, 19(3): 356-375. 

2 Postmus, J., Hoge, G., Breckenridge, J., Sharp-Jeffs, N. and 
Chung, D., (2020), ‘Economic abuse as an invisible form 
of domestic violence: a multi-country review’, Trauma, 
Violence and Abuse, 21(2): 261-283.

3 Ibid.
4 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 

(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588. 

5 Ibid.
6 Ibid.
7 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 

M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278.

8 Postmus, J., Plummer, S. and Stylianou, A.M., (2016), 
‘Measuring Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: 
Revising the Scale of Economic Abuse’, Violence Against 
Women, 22(6): 692-703.

9 Ibid, 693.
10 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 

Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

11 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), A Review of Research and Policy 
on Financial Abuse Within Intimate Partner Relationships, 
London: CWASU.

12 See also: Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2022), Understanding and 
Responding to Economic Abuse, Emerald Publishing 
Limited.

13 Postmus, J., Hoge, G., Breckenridge, J., Sharp-Jeffs, N. and 
Chung, D., (2020), ‘Economic abuse as an invisible form 
of domestic violence: a multi-country review’, Trauma, 
Violence and Abuse, 21(2): 261-283.

14 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

15 Kelly et al., in Adkins, L. and Merchant, V., (eds), (1996), 
Sexualising the Social: power and the organisation of 
sexuality, Baskingstoke: Macmillan. 

16 This therefore means that Sharp-Jeffs’ 2022 book 
Understanding and Responding to Economic Abuse is not 
included, which explores how perpetrators use economic 
abuse, and also the need for non-traditional stakeholders 
such as the financial services sector to be involved in 
responding to economic abuse. Similarly, other notable 
work that was published after this cut-off point includes 
research by FreeFrom.

17 Postmus, J., Hoge, G., Breckenridge, J., Sharp-Jeffs, N. and 
Chung, D., (2020), ‘Economic abuse as an invisible form 
of domestic violence: a multi-country review’, Trauma, 
Violence and Abuse, 21(2): 261-283. 

18 UN Women, Global Database on Violence Against 
Women, Available at: https://evaw-global-database.
unwomen.org/en 

19 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

20 Yau, J.H.Y., (2017), Economic Abuse as a Form of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Definition, Risk Factors, and Mental 
Well-being, University of Hong Kong.

21 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

22 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 
M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278.

23 Postmus, J., Plummer, S. and Stylianou, A.M., (2016), 
‘Measuring Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: 
Revising the Scale of Economic Abuse’, Violence Against 
Women, 22(6): 692-703.

24 Yount, K.M., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., and Naved, R.T., 
(2021), ‘Development and Validation of the Economic 
Coercion Scale 36 (ECS-36) in Rural Bangladesh’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 37(13-14): NP10726-NP10757.

25 Weaver, T.L., Sanders, C.K., Campbell, C.L., Schnabel, 
M., (2009), ‘Development and Preliminary Psychometric 
Evaluation of the Domestic Violence–Related Financial 
Issues Scale (DV-FI)’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
24(4): 569-585.

26 Lehmann, P., Simmons, C.A., and Pillai, V.K., (2012), ‘The 
Validation of the Checklist of Controlling Behaviors (CCB): 
Assessing Coercive Control in Abusive Relationships’, 
Violence Against Women, 18(8): 913-933.

27 Postmus, J., Hoge, G., Breckenridge, J., Sharp-Jeffs, N. and 
Chung, D., (2020), ‘Economic abuse as an invisible form 
of domestic violence: a multi-country review’, Trauma, 
Violence and Abuse, 21(2): 261-283.

28 Riggs, D.W., Taylor, N., Fraser, H., Donovan, C., and Signal, 
T., (2021), ‘The Link Between Domestic Violence and Abuse 
and Animal Cruelty in the Intimate Relationships of People 
of Diverse Genders and/or Sexualities: A Binational 
Study’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(5-6): NP2169-
NP3195.

29 Adams, A.E., Beeble, M.L., Gregory, K.A., (2015), ‘Evidence 
of the Construct Validity of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence and Victims, 30(3): 363-376.

30 Fanslow, J.L., Malihi, Z., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P., McIntosh, 
T., (2021), ‘Change in prevalence of psychological and 
economic abuse, and controlling behaviours against 
women by an intimate partner in two cross- sectional 
studies in New Zealand, 2003 and 2019’, BMJ Open, 11: 
e044910.

https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en
https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en


136

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

31 Yount, K.M., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., Naved, R.T., (2021), 
‘Development and Validation of the Economic Coercion 
Scale 36 (ECS-36) in Rural Bangladesh’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, DOI: 10.1177/0886260520987812 
journals.sagepub.com/home/jiv https://doi.
org/10.1177/0886260520987812

32 Almeida, J., Rocha, R., Signorellie, M., Silva, V., Prado, S., 
Evans, D., (2020), ‘The House of the Brazilian Woman: 
impacts of a cross-sectoral public health policy for 
abused women’, European Journal of Public Health, 
Volume 30, Supplement 5.

33 Murthami, J.M., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

34 Policastro, C., and Finn, M.A., (2017), ‘Coercive Control 
and Physical Violence in Older Adults: Analysis Using Data 
from the National Elder Mistreatment Study’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(3): 311-330.

35 Gurung, S., and Acharya, J., (2015), ‘Gender-based 
Violence Among Pregnant Women of Syangja District, 
Nepal’, Osong Public Health and Research Perspectives, 
7(2): 101-107.

36 Addai, B.K., (2016), Women’s Socio-Demographic 
Characteristics And Their Experience Of Domestic 
Violence: A Case Study Of Awutu Senya East, University of 
Ghana.

37 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalence In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

38 Cited in: Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is 
not seen, you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of 
women’s experiences of economic abuse within domestic 
violent relationships, University of Cape Town.

39 Murthami, J.M., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

40 Halim, N., Steven, E., Reich, N., Badi, L., Messersmith, L., 
(2018), ‘Variability and validity of intimate partner violence 
reporting by couples in Tanzania’, PLOS ONE, 13(3): 1-18.

41 Vlahovicova, K., Spindler, E., Levtov, R., Hakobyan, 
L., (2019), Evolving Perspectives: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
in Central Uganda, Washington, DC: Promundo-US and 
International Center for Research on Women.

42 Abu-Elin, M.M., Alshora, A.A., Sadaka, M.S., Abdeldlaim, 
D.E., (2022), ‘Domestic violence against married women 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Egypt’, BMC Women’s 
Health, 94: 1-10.

43 Cited in: Usta, J., Makarem, N.N., Habib, R.R., (2013), 
‘Economic Abuse in Lebanon: Experiences and 
Perceptions’, Violence Against Women, 19(3): 356-375.

44 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

45 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

46 Addai, B.K., (2016), Women’s Socio-Demographic 
Characteristics And Their Experience Of Domestic 
Violence: A Case Study Of Awutu Senya East, University of 
Ghana.

47 Tonkorang, E.Y., (2018), ‘Women’s Autonomy and Intimate 
Partner Violence in Ghana’, International Perspectives on 
Sexual and Reproductive Health, 44(2): 51-61.

48 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalence In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

49 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalence In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

50 Murthami, J.M., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

51 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

52 Ibid.
53 Adam, VY., Erhus, E., (2022), ‘One-year prevalence of 

domestic violence against women during the COVID-19 
pandemic in an urban community in Southern Nigeria’, 
Journal of Community Medicine and Primary Health 
Care, 34(1): 117-130.

54 Agbo, M., Viashima, V,L., (2020), ‘Effects Of Gender Based 
Violence On The Livelihood Of Women Farmers In Lafia, 
Nasarawa State, Nigeria’, Fudma International Journal of 
Social Sciences, 2(2): 16-28

55 Fawole, O.I., Salawu, T.A., Olarinmoye, E.O.A., (2011), 
‘Intimate Partner Violence: Prevalence and Perceptions 
of Married Men in Ibadan, Nigeria’, Community Health 
Equity Research & Policy, 30(4): 349-364.

56 Dunkle, K.L., Jewkes, R., Brown, H.C., Yoshihama, M., Gray, 
G.E., McIntyre, J.A., Harlow, S.D., (2004), ‘Prevalence and 
Patterns of Gender-based Violence and Revictimization 
among Women Attending Antenatal Clinics in Soweto, 
South Africa’, American Journal of Epidemiology, 160(3): 
230-239.

57 Haffejee, S., Vetten, L., Greyling, M., (2006), Violence and 
Abuse in the lives of women and girls incarcerated at 
three Gauteng women’s prisons, Centre for the Study of 
Violence and Reconciliation.

https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520987812
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520987812


137

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

58 Knight, L., Ranganathan, M., Abramsky, T., Polzer-Ngwato, 
T., Muvhango, L., Molebatsi, M., Stöckl, H., Lees, S., Watts, 
C., (2020), ‘Intervention with Microfinance for AIDS and 
Gender Equity (IMAGE): Women’s Engagement with 
the Scaled-up IMAGE Programme and Experience of 
Intimate Partner Violence in Rural South Africa’, Prevention 
Science, 21: 268-281.

59 Gibbs, A., Dunkle, K., and Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Emotional 
and economic intimate partner violence as key drivers of 
depression and suicidal ideation: A cross-sectional study 
among young women in informal settlements in South 
Africa’, PLOSOne, 13(4): e0194885.

60 Halim, N., Steven, E., Reich, N., Badi, L., Messersmith, L., 
(2018), ‘Variability and validity of intimate partner violence 
reporting by couples in Tanzania’, PLOS ONE, 13(3): 1-18.

61 Messersmith, L.J., Halim, N., Mzliangwe, E.S., Reich, N., 
Badi, L., Bingham Holmes II, N., Servidone, M., Simmons, 
E., Kawemama, P., (2021), ‘Childhood Trauma, Gender 
Inequitable Attitudes, Alcohol Use and Multiple Sexual 
Partners: Correlates of Intimate Partner Violence in 
Northern Tanzania’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
36(1-2): 820-842

62 Kapiga, S., Harvey, S., Muhammad, A.K., Stöckl, H., 
Mshana, G., Hashim, R., Hansen, C., Lees, S., Watts, C., 
(2017), ‘Prevalence of intimate partner violence and 
abuse and associated factors among women enrolled 
into a cluster randomised trial in northwestern Tanzania’, 
BMC Public Health, 17: 190.

63 Levtov, R., Vlahovicova, K., Barker, G., Stiefvater, E., 
Lugano, D., and Mulokozi, A. D., (2018), Momentum 
Toward Equality: Results from the International Men 
and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) in Tanzania, 
Washington, DC: Promundo-US, Uzazi na Malezi Bora 
Tanzania, and Tanzania Commission for AIDS.

64 Cabral, A., Baeten, J., Ngure, K., Velloza, J., Odoyo, J., 
Haberer, J., Muwonge, T., Asiimwe, S., Heffron, R. (2018), 
‘Intimate partner violence and self-reported pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) interruptions among HIV-
negative partners in HIV serodiscordant couples in Kenya 
and Uganda’, J Acquir Immne Defic Syndr, 77(2): 154-159.

65 Evarist, A.G., Pio, K.F., (2017), ‘Structural Family Counselling 
and Transformation of Home Financial Constraints: a 
case of selected families in Kampala, Uganda’, Nkumba 
Business Journal, 16: 153-171.

66 Vlahovicova, K., Spindler, E., Levtov, R., Hakobyan, 
L., (2019), Evolving Perspectives: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
in Central Uganda, Washington, DC: Promundo-US and 
International Center for Research on Women.

67 Batawu, F., (2016), The effectiveness of the Domestic 
Violence Act in addressing domestic violence in 
customary related marriages: A case study for Gokwe 
urban district for the period January 2011 to December 
2012, Bindura University of Science Education.

68 Chipange, S., (2013), An investigation into the factors 
associated with intimate partner violence and their 
effects among women in Zimbabwe. a case study of 
Musasa clients, Bindura University of Science Education.

69 Dunkle, K.L., Wong, F.Y., Nehl, E.J., Lin, L., He, N., Huang, 
J., Zheng, T., (2013), ‘Male-on-Male Intimate Partner 
Violence and Sexual Risk Behaviors Among Money Boys 
and Other Men Who Have Sex With Men in Shanghai, 
China’, Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 40(5): 362-365.

70 Yu, H., Jiang, Z., Bao, W., Xu, G., Yang, R., Shen, M., 
(2018), ‘Association of intimate partner violence during 
pregnancy, prenatal depression, and adverse birth 
outcomes in Wuhan, China’, BMC Pregnancy and 
Childbirth, 18, https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-018-2113-6

71 Gurung, S., and Acharya, J., (2015), ‘Gender-based 
Violence Among Pregnant Women of Syangja District, 
Nepal’, Osong Public Health and Research Perspectives, 
7(2): 101-107.

72 Pewa, P., Thomas, S., Dagli, R., Solanki, J., Arora, G., Garla, 
B., (2015), ‘Occurrence of domestic violence among 
women and its impact on oral health in Jodhpur City’, The 
Journal of Contemporary Dental Practice, 16(3): 227-233.

73 Aghakhani, N., Nia, H.S., Moosavi, E., Eftekhari, A., Zarei, 
A., Bahrami, N., Nikoonejad, A.R., (2015), ‘Study of the 
Types of Domestic Violence Committed Against Women 
Referred to the Legal Medical Organization in Urmia – 
Iran’, Iranian Journal Psychiatry and Behavioural Sciences, 
9(4): e2446.

74 Han, Y., Young Choi, H., (2021), ‘Risk factors affecting 
intimate partner violence occurrence in South Korea: 
Findings from the 2016 Domestic Violence Survey’, PLOS 
ONE, 16(3): e0247916.

75 Ahmad, D., Ali Shah, S.Z., Shabbir, M.R., (2022), ‘Economic 
Violence against Women in Punjab: Dimensions, 
Determinants and its Implications on Women Social 
Status in Society’, Journal of Business and Social Review in 
Emerging Economies, 8(1): 13-24.

76 Yount, K.M., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., Naved, R.T., (2021), 
‘Development and Validation of the Economic Coercion 
Scale 36 (ECS-36) in Rural Bangladesh’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 37(13-14): NP10726–NP10757

77 Yau, J.H.Y., (2017), Economic Abuse as a Form of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Definition, Risk Factors, and Mental 
Well-being, University of Hong Kong.

78 Ohlan, R., (2021), ‘Economic violence among women of 
economically backward Muslim minority community: the 
case of rural North India’, Future Business Journal, 7(28): 
1-11.

79 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-018-2113-6


138

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

80 Yount, K.M., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., Naved, R.T., (2021), 
‘Development and Validation of the Economic Coercion 
Scale 36 (ECS-36) in Rural Bangladesh’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 37(13-14): NP10726–NP10757

81 Dalal, K., Rahman, F., Jansson, B., (2009), ‘Wife Abuse In 
Rural Bangladesh’, Journal of Biosocial Science, 41(5): 561-
573.

82 Cited in: Afrin, Z., (2017), ‘Combating Domestic Violence 
in Bangladesh: Law, Policy and Other Relevant 
Considerations’, Annual Survey of International and 
Comparative Law, 161-174.

83 Soron, T.R., Ashiq, M.A.R., Al-Hakeen, M., Chowdhury, Z.F., 
Ahmed, H.U., Chowdhury, C.A., (2021), ‘Domestic Violence 
and Mental Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic in 
Bangladesh’, JMIR Formative Research, 5(9): 1-6.

84 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

85 Postmus, J.L., Nikolova, K., Lin, H., Johnson, L., (2021), 
‘Women’s Economic Abuse Experiences: Results from the 
UN Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence in Asia and 
the Pacific’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): 
NP13115–NP13142.

86 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

87 Ibid.
88 Yu, H., Jiang, Z., Bao, W., Xu, G., Yang, R., Shen, M., 

(2018), ‘Association of intimate partner violence during 
pregnancy, prenatal depression, and adverse birth 
outcomes in Wuhan, China’, BMC Pregnancy and 
Childbirth, 18, https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-018-2113-6

89 Postmus, J.L., Nikolova, K., Lin, H., Johnson, L., (2021), 
‘Women’s Economic Abuse Experiences: Results from the 
UN Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence in Asia and 
the Pacific’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): 
NP13115–NP13142.

90 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

91 Yau, J.H.Y., (2017), Economic Abuse as a Form of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Definition, Risk Factors, and Mental 
Well-being, University of Hong Kong.

92 Mammadov, B., Vural, G., Tosun, O., (2018), ‘Risk Factors 
Associated with Intimate Partner Violence during 
Pregnancy in Northern Cyprus’, Cyprus Journal of Medical 
Sciences, 1: 9-14.

93 Nadda, A., Malik, J.S., Rohilla, R., Chahal, S., Chayal, V., 
Arora, V., (2018), ‘Study of Domestic Violence among 
Currently Married Females of Haryana, India’, Indian 
Journal of Psychological Medicine, 40(6): 534-539.

94 Raje, V., (2015), ‘Study of Domestic Violence against 
Married Women in Western Maharashtra of India’, Journal 
of Education, Society and Behavioural Science, 10(1): 1-10.

95 Ohlan, R., (2021), ‘Economic violence among women of 
economically backward Muslim minority community: the 
case of rural North India’, Future Business Journal, 7(28): 
1-11.

96 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

97 Afdal, A., Alizamar, A., Ifdil, I.., Erlamsyah, E., Taufik, T., 
(2017), ‘Guidance And Counseling Services For Women 
Victims Of Domestic Violence’, Advances in Social Science, 
Education and Humanities Research, 118: 935-939.

98 Cited in: Yau, J.H.Y., (2017), Economic Abuse as a Form of 
Intimate Partner Violence: Definition, Risk Factors, and 
Mental Well-being, University of Hong Kong.

99 Cited in: Barzilay, A.R., (2017), ‘Power in the Age of In/
Equality: Economic Abuse, Masculinities, and the Long 
Road to Marriage Equality’, Akron Law Review, 451: 323-
366.

100 Ibid.
101 Ibid.
102 Saidi, R., Siddegowda, Y.S., (2013), ‘A comparative study 

of Iranians and Indians about the types of domestic 
violence’, European Online Journal of Natural and Social 
Sciences: Proceedings, 2(2): 242-250.

103 Zarei, M., Rasolabadi, M., Gharibi, F., Seidi, J., (2017), ‘The 
prevalence of violence against women and some related 
factors in Sanandaj city (Iran) in 2015’, Electron Physician, 
9(11): 5746-5753.

104 Masoumi, Z., Babahyidarian, F., Sangestani, G., 
Roshanaei, G., (2019), ‘Assessment of Different Types of 
Domestic Violence Against Pregnant Mothers Exposed to 
Violence in Sahneh City’, Pajouhan Scientific Journal, 17(2): 
24-30.

105 Aghakhani, N., Nia, H.S., Moosavi, E., Eftekhari, A., Zarei, 
A., Bahrami, N., Nikoonejad, A.R., (2015), ‘Study of the 
Types of Domestic Violence Committed Against Women 
Referred to the Legal Medical Organization in Urmia – 
Iran’, Iranian Journal Psychiatry and Behavioural Sciences, 
9(4): e2446.

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12884-018-2113-6


139

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

106 Al-Deen, N.S., Ali Hasan, L., Talib, M., (2021), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence among Sample of Married Women 
Attending Primary Health Care Center in Al-Russafa 
Sector, 2018’, Journal of University of Shanghai for Science 
and Technology, 23(11): 273-284.

107 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13. 

108 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2021), ‘Women’s abuse experiences 
in Jordan: A comparative study using rural and 
urban classifications’, Humanities and social sciences 
communications, 8: 186.

109 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

110 Usta, J., Farver, J.A.M., Pashayan, N., (2007), ’Domestic 
violence: The Lebanese experience’, Public Health, 121(3): 
208-219.

111 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

112 Rijal, A., Sharm, C., Thapa, R., (2022), ‘Experience of 
Domestic Violence among Infertile Women Attending a 
Clinic of a Tertiary Level Hospital, Kathmandu, Nepal’, 
American Journal of Nursing Research, 10(2): 41-45.

113 Gurung, S., and Acharya, J., (2015), ‘Gender-based 
Violence Among Pregnant Women of Syangja District, 
Nepal’, Osong Public Health and Research Perspectives, 
7(2): 101-107.

114 Gupta, P.P., Bhandari, R., Khanal, V., and Gupta, S., 
(2018), ‘A cross-sectional study on domestic violence in 
emergency department of Eastern Nepal’, Journal of 
Family Medicine and Primary Care, 7(3): 542-545.

115 Chatha, S.A., Ahmad, K., Sheikh, K.S., (2014), ‘Socio-
economic Status and Domestic Violence: A Study on 
Married Women In Urban Lahore, Pakistan’, South Asian 
Studies, 29(1): 229-237.

116 Azhar, Z., Sohail, M.M., Ysin, G., Mahmood, B., Mushtaw, 
S.K., (2012), ‘Exploring Socio-Economic Factors Behind 
Domestic Violence Against Women in Sargodha 
District’, International Journal of Asian Social Science, 
2(9): 1617-1626. 

117 Rabbani, F., Qureshi, F., Rizvi, N., (2008), ‘Perspectives 
on domestic violence: case study from Karachi, 
Pakistan’, Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal, 
14(2): 415-426. 

118 Shaheen, A., (2014), ‘Intimate Partners and Multifaceted 
Violent Behaviour in Pakistan’, Pakistan Perspectives, 19(1): 
27-56.

119 Ashfaq, S., Iram, K., and Rehan, N., (2018), The 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey – Pakistan 
(PAK-IMAGES), Islamabad: Population Council, Rutgers, 
Rozan, and Ministry of Human Rights.

120 Ahmad, D., Ali Shah, S.Z., Shabbir, M.R., (2022), ‘Economic 
Violence against Women in Punjab: Dimensions, 
Determinants and its Implications on Women Social 
Status in Society’, Journal of Business and Social Review in 
Emerging Economies, 8(1): 13-24.

121 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

122 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 
battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463. 

123 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

124 Antai, D., Antai, J., Anthony, D.S., (2014), ‘The relationship 
between socio-economic inequalities, intimate partner 
violence and economic abuse: A national study of women 
in the Philippines’, Global Public Health, 9(7): 808-826.

125 Barnawi, F.H., (2017), ‘Prevalence and Risk Factors 
of Domestic Violence Against Women Attending a 
Primary Care Center in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(8): 1171-1186.

126 Abolfotouh, M.A., and Almuneef, M., (2019), ‘Prevalence, 
pattern and factors of intimate partner violence against 
Saudi women’, Journal of Public Health, 42(3): 206-214. 

127 Han, Y., Young Choi, H., (2021), ‘Risk factors affecting 
intimate partner violence occurrence in South Korea: 
Findings from the 2016 Domestic Violence Survey’, PLOS 
ONE, 16(3): e0247916.

128 Han, Y., Kim, H., and An, N., (2022), ‘Factors Associated 
with Coping Behaviors of Abused Women: Findings from 
the 2016 Domestic Violence Survey’, Healthcare, 2022,10, 
622.

129 Young Um, M., Kim, H.J., and Palinkas, L.A., (2016), 
‘Correlates of Domestic Violence Victimization Among 
North Korean Refugee Women in South Korea’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 33(13): 2037-2058.  

130 Department of Census and Statistics, (2020), Women’s 
Wellbeing Survey - 2019. Findings from Sri Lanka’s first 
dedicated National Survey on Violence against Women 
and Girls, Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka.



140

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

131 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV. 

132 Pathiraja, D.Y., Pathiraja, R.P., Senanayake, L., Edirisinghe, 
R.M., Mapitigama, N., (2020), ‘Gender-based violence: 
Experiences from two tertiary care settings in Sri Lanka’, 
F1000 Research, 9(269): 1-11. 

133 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV. 

134 Bağcıoğlu, E., Vural, M., Karababa, I.F., Akşin, M., Selek, S., 
(2014), ‘Decrease in Domestic Violence During Pregnancy: 
A Study From Turkey’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
29(2): 203-216.

135 Akar, T., Aksakal, F.N., Demirel, B., Durukan, E., Özkan, 
S., (2010), ‘The Prevalence of Domestic Violence Against 
Women Among a Group Woman: Ankara, Turkey’, Journal 
of Family Violence, 25: 449-460

136 Cited in: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 
(2011), Preventing And Responding To Domestic Violence: 
Trainee’s manual for law enforcement and justice sectors 
in Vietnam, UNODC.

137 Yount, K.M., Krause, K.H., and VanderEnde, K.E., (2015), 
‘Economic Coercion and Partner Violence Against Wives in 
Vietnam: A Unified Framework?’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 31(20): 3307-3331.

138 European Institute for Gender Equality, (2017), Note on 
prevalence surveys on rape and intimate partner violence 
in the EU-28, European Intitute for Gender Equality.

139 Ibid.
140  Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 

responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

141 ECOVIO, (2021), WP2: DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE 
EA WITHIN GBV CONTEXTS AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
Econometrics analysis, ECOVIO.

142 Domenech del Rio, I., and Sirvent Garcia del Valle, E., 
(2017), ‘The Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence 
on Health: A Further Disaggregation of Psychological 
Violence—Evidence From Spain’, Violence Against Women, 
23(14): 1771-1789. 

143 Luoma, M.L., Koivusilta, M., Lang, G., Enzenhofer, E., 
De Donder, L., Verté, D., Reingarde, J., Tamutiene, 
I., Ferreira-Alves, J., (2011), Prevalence Study of Abuse 
and Violence Against Older Women. Results of a Multi-
cultural Survey in Austria, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania 
and Portugal, Finland: National Institute for Health and 
Welfare (THL).

144 Cited in: Doyle, J.L., (2020), ‘Experiences of intimate 
partner violence: The role of psychological, economic, 
physical and sexual violence’, Women’s Studies 
International Forum, 80, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
wsif.2020.102370 

145 Mrsevic, Z., and Hughes, D.M., (1997), ‘Violence Against 
Women in Belgrade, Serbia:: SOS Hotline 1990-
1993’, Violence Against Women, 3(2): 101-128.

146 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

147 Miškulin, I., (2020), ‘Economic Violence against Women in 
Croatia: A Comparative Study between Continental and 
Maritime County’, Collegium antropologicum, 44(3): 115-
119.

148 Cited in: Seith, C., (2001), ‘Security Matters: Domestic 
Violence and Public Social Services’, Violence Against 
Women, 7(7): 799-820.

149 Luoma, M.L., Koivusilta, M., Lang, G., Enzenhofer, E., 
De Donder, L., Verté, D., Reingarde, J., Tamutiene, 
I., Ferreira-Alves, J., (2011), Prevalence Study of Abuse 
and Violence Against Older Women. Results of a Multi-
cultural Survey in Austria, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania 
and Portugal, Finland: National Institute for Health and 
Welfare (THL).

150 Pomicino, L., Beltramini, L., Romito, P., (2019), ‘Freeing 
Oneself From Intimate Partner Violence: A Follow-Up 
of Women Who Contacted an Anti-violence Center in 
Italy’, Violence Against Women, 25(8): 925-944.

151 ECOVIO, (2020), D3.1. Report on gender-based economic 
violence at European level, ECOVIO. 

152 Luoma, M.L., Koivusilta, M., Lang, G., Enzenhofer, E., 
De Donder, L., Verté, D., Reingarde, J., Tamutiene, 
I., Ferreira-Alves, J., (2011), Prevalence Study of Abuse 
and Violence Against Older Women. Results of a Multi-
cultural Survey in Austria, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania 
and Portugal, Finland: National Institute for Health and 
Welfare (THL).

153 Žukauskienė, R., Kaniušonytė, G., Bakaitytė, 
A., Truskauskaitė – Kunevičienė, I., (2019), ‘Prevalence 
and Patterns of Intimate Partner Violence in a Nationally 
Representative Sample in Lithuania’, Journal of Family 
Violence, 36: 117-130.

154 Grigaitė, U., Karalius, M., Jankauskaitė, M., (2019), 
‘Between experience and social ‘norms’, identification 
and compliance: economic and sexual intimate partner 
violence against women in Lithuania’, Journal of Gender-
Based Violence, 3(3): 303-321.

155 Van Gelder, N., Ligthart, S., Astro, L., Oertelt-
Prigione, S., (2021), ‘Economic abuse amongst 
Dutch women (formerly) victimised by intimate 
partner violence and abuse: A mixed methods 
approach’, Tijdschrift voor Genderstudies, 24(2): 89-107.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2020.102370
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2020.102370


141

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

156 WAVE, (2019), WAVE Country Report 2019: The Situation of 
Women’s Specialist Support Services in Europe, WAVE.

157 Halicka, M., Halicki, J., Kramkowska, E., Szafranek, A., 
(2015), ‘Law Enforcement, the Judiciary and Intimate 
Partner Violence against the Elderly in Court Files’, Studia 
Socjologiczne, 2015(2): 195-214.

158 Cited in: Broża-Grabowska, P., (2011), ‘Women’s 
Experience of Poverty in Context of Power Inequality 
and Financial Abuse in Intimate Relationship’, European 
History of Social Work, 9(2): 1-67.

159 Cited in: WAVE, (2019), WAVE Country Report 2019: The 
Situation of Women’s Specialist Support Services in 
Europe, WAVE.

160 ECOVIO, (2021), WP2: DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE 
EA WITHIN GBV CONTEXTS AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
Econometrics analysis, ECOVIO.

161 Luoma, M.L., Koivusilta, M., Lang, G., Enzenhofer, E., 
De Donder, L., Verté, D., Reingarde, J., Tamutiene, 
I., Ferreira-Alves, J., (2011), Prevalence Study of Abuse 
and Violence Against Older Women. Results of a Multi-
cultural Survey in Austria, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania 
and Portugal, Finland: National Institute for Health and 
Welfare (THL).

162 Wilkund, M., (2021), The Cashless Society – Possible 
Impacts For Women Experiencing Economic 
Abuse, Malmö University.

163  Bilovol, O., (2020), ‘Economic 
Violence As A Type Of Domestic Violence: 
Statutory Regulation And The First 
Experience Of Application Of The Criminal 
Legislation Of Ukraine’, European Cooperation, 4(48): 22-
34.

164 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
165 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 

responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

166 Howard, M., and Bennett, F., (2021), Distribution of Money 
within the Household and Current Social Security Issues 
for Couples in the UK, Women’s Budget Group.

167 Sharp-Jeffs, N. (2021) Understanding the economics of 
abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163–73.

168 Howard, M., and Bennett, F., (2021), Distribution of Money 
within the Household and Current Social Security Issues 
for Couples in the UK, Women’s Budget Group.

169 Romans, S., Forte, T., Cohen, M.M., Du Mont, J., Hyman, 
I., (2007), ‘Who Is Most at Risk for Intimate Partner 
Violence?: A Canadian Population-Based Study’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 22(12): 1495-1514.

170 Cited in: Anderberg, D., and Rainer, H., (2013), ‘Economic 
Abuse: a theory of intrahousehold sabotage’, Journal of 
Public Economics, 97: 282-295.

171 Stylianou, A.,M., Postmus, J.L., McMahon, S., (2013), 
‘Measuring Abusive Behaviors: Is Economic Abuse a 
Unique Form of Abuse?’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
28(16): 3186:3204.

172 Adams, A.E., Beeble, M.L., Gregory, K.A., (2015), ‘Evidence 
of the Construct Validity of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence and Victims, 30(3): 363-376.

173 Dardis, C.M., Ahrens, C., Howard, R.L., Mechanic, M.B., 
(2021), ‘Patterns of Surveillance, Control, and Abuse 
Among a Diverse Sample of Intimate Partner Abuse 
Survivors’, Violence Against Women, 27(15-16): 2882-2909.

174 CCFWE, (2021), Re: Submission: Guideline on Complaint-
Handling Procedures for Banks and Authorized Foreign 
Banks, CCFWE.

175 Du Mont, T. and Forte, T., (2014), ‘Intimate partner violence 
among women with mental health-related activity 
limitations: a Canadian population based study’, BMJ 
Open, 2(6).

176 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1A Intimate partner 
violence, since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence, Canada, 2018, Available at: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/
article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm

177 Ibid.
178 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1A Intimate partner 

violence, since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence, Canada, 2018, Available at: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/
article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm

179 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate 
partner violence and sexual orientation, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

180 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate 
partner violence and sexual orientation, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

181 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1A Intimate partner 
violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence and disability status, Canada, 
2018, Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/
pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm

182 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate 
partner violence and Indigenous identity, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00007/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

183 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of 
intimate partner violence and age group, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm


142

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

184 Aguirre, E., (2019), Domestic violence and women’s 
earnings: Does frequency matter?, University of York.

185 Villarreal, A., (2007), ‘Women’s Employment Status, 
Coercive Control, and Intimate Partner Violence in 
Mexico’, Journal of Marriage and Family, 69(2): 418-434.

186 Pemberton, C., and Joseph, J., (2018), National Women’s 
Health Survey for Trinidad and Tobago, Inter-American 
Development Bank.

187 Janagan Johnson, E., (2017), ‘An Exploratory Study on the 
Impact of Domestic Violence on the Families in Trinidad 
and Tobago, the West Indies’, Journal of Evidence-
Informed Social Work, 14(1): 19-34.

188 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

189 Lockie, S., Nancarrow, H., Sharma, S., (2010), ‘The impact 
of intimate partner abuse on womnen’s health in the 
Bowen Basin and Mackay region of Central Queensland, 
Australia’, Journal of Rural and Tropical Public Health, 9: 
7-13.

190 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

191 Adily, A., Karystianis, G., Butler, T., (2021), Text mining police 
narratives to identify types of abuse and victim injuries in 
family and domestic violence events, Australian Institute 
of Criminology.

192 Douglas, H., ‘Nonphysical Abuse and Coercive Control’, 
in Douglas, H., (2021), Women, Intimate Partner Violence, 
and the Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

193 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

194 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

195 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

196 Australian Domestic and Family Violence Death Review 
Network and Australia’s National Research Organisation 
for Women’s Safety, (2022), Australian Domestic and 
Family Violence Death Review Network Data Report: 
Intimate partner violence homicides 2010–2018, ANROWS.

197 Cited in: Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), 
‘Economic abuse between intimate partners in Australia: 
prevalence, health status, disability and financial 
stress’, Australia and New Zealand Journal of Public 
Health, 41(3): 269-274.

198 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

199 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

200 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 
New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand.

201 Fanslow, J.L., Malihi, Z., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P., McIntosh, 
T., (2021), ‘Change in prevalence of psychological and 
economic abuse, and controlling behaviours against 
women by an intimate partner in two cross- sectional 
studies in New Zealand, 2003 and 2019’, BMJ Open, 11: 
e044910.

202 Postmus, J.L., Nikolova, K., Lin, H., Johnson, L., (2021), 
‘Women’s Economic Abuse Experiences: Results from the 
UN Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence in Asia and 
the Pacific’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): 
NP13115–NP13142.

203 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

204 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 
Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

205 Cant, A.K., and Pheiffer, S.E., (2011), Intimate Partner 
Violence and Alcohol Abuse in the Indigenous Populations 
of Panama, University of South Florida.

206 Almeida, J., Rocha, R., Signorellie, M., Silva, V., Prado, S., 
Evans, D., (2020), ‘The House of the Brazilian Woman: 
impacts of a cross-sectoral public health policy for 
abused women’, European Journal of Public Health, 
Volume 30, Supplement 5.

207 Suyo-Vega, J.A., Meneses-La-Riva, M.E., Paredes-Díaz, 
S.E., Fernández-Bedoya, V.H., (2020), ‘Domestic violence: 
The day-to-day life of Peruvian women experiencing 
depressive disorders’, Harmoni Sosial: Jurnal Pendidikan 
IPS, 7(2):96-103.

208 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘From Marital Power to 
Economic and Patrimonial Violence in Colombia’, Estudios 
Socio-Juridicos, 23(1):219-252.

209 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 
Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

https://survivingeconomicabuseuk.sharepoint.com/sites/SurvivingEconomicAbuseTeamSite/Shared%20Documents/5.%20Impact%20and%20Partnerships/Research/Global%20Study/Report/29
file:///C:\Users\Katy%20Blanchard\Downloads\29


143

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

210 de los Ángeles Estrella-González, M., Cluet de Rodríguez, 
I., Pérez-Uchuari, P.E., Siguenza-Bermeo, M.V., Ramírez-
Coronel, A.A., (2020), ‘Gender Violence in the Women of 
Azogues’, International Journal of Innovative Science and 
Research Technology, 5(9):22-26.

211 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 
Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

212 de los Ángeles Estrella-González, M., Cluet de Rodríguez, 
I., Pérez-Uchuari, P.E., Siguenza-Bermeo, M.V., Ramírez-
Coronel, A.A., (2020), ‘Gender Violence in the Women of 
Azogues’, International Journal of Innovative Science and 
Research Technology, 5(9):22-26.

213 Edeby, A., San Sebastián, M., (2021), ‘Prevalence and 
sociogeographical inequalities of violence against 
women in Ecuador: a cross-sectional study’, International 
Journal for Equity in Health, 20: 130

214 We have aimed to use the language of the sources being 
cited here

215 Yau, J.H, Fong, D.Y., Wong, J.Y., (2020), ‘Risk Factors for and 
Mental Well-Being Outcomes of Economic Abuse in Hong 
Kong Chinese Population’, Violence and Victims, 35(2): 
246-265.

216 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

217 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

218 Cleak, H., Schofield, M.J., Axelsen, L., Bickerdike, A., (2015), 
‘Screening for Partner Violence Among Family Mediation 
Clients: Differentiating Types of Abuse’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 33(7): 1118-1146.

219 Ansara, D.L. and Hindin, M.J., (2010), ‘Exploring gender 
differences in the patterns of intimate partner violence 
in Canada: a latent class approach’, Epidemiology & 
Community Health, 64: 849-854.

220 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1A Intimate partner 
violence, since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence, Canada, 2018, Available at: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/
article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm

221 Cohen, M.M., Forte, T., Du Mont, J., Hyman, I., Romans, S., 
(2006), ‘Adding Insult to Injury: Intimate Partner Violence 
Among Women and Men Reporting Activity Limitations’, 
Annals of Epidemiology, 16(8): 644-651.

222 Lysova, A., Dim, E.E., Dutton, D., (2019), ‘Prevalence and 
Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence in Canada as 
Measured by the National Victimization Survey’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(2): 199-221.

223 McKay White, R., Fjellner, D., (2022), ‘The Prevalence of 
Economic Abuse Among Intimate Partners in Alberta’, 
SAGE Open, 12(1): 1-13.

224 Peraica, T., Kovačić Petrovic, Z., Barić, Ž., Galić., R., 
Kozarić-Kovačić, D., (2021), ‘Gender Differences among 
Domestic Violence Help-Seekers: Socio-Demographic 
Characteristics, Types and Duration of Violence, 
Perpetrators, and Interventions’, Journal of Family 
Violence, 36: 429-442.

225 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

226 Fanslow, J., Malihi, Z.A., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P.J., McIntosh, 
T.K.D., (2021), ‘Lifetime Prevalence of Intimate Partner 
Violence and Disability: Results From a Population-Based 
Study in New Zealand’, American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine, 61(3): P320-328.

227 Cited in: Broża-Grabowska, P., (2011), ‘Women’s 
Experience of Poverty in Context of Power Inequality 
and Financial Abuse in Intimate Relationship’, European 
History of Social Work, 9(2): 1-67.

228 Han, Y., Young Choi, H., (2021), ‘Risk factors affecting 
intimate partner violence occurrence in South Korea: 
Findings from the 2016 Domestic Violence Survey’, PLOS 
ONE, 16(3): e0247916.

229 Messersmith, L.J., Halim, N., Mzliangwe, E.S., Reich, N., 
Badi, L., Bingham Holmes II, N., Servidone, M., Simmons, 
E., Kawemama, P., (2021), ‘Childhood Trauma, Gender 
Inequitable Attitudes, Alcohol Use and Multiple Sexual 
Partners: Correlates of Intimate Partner Violence in 
Northern Tanzania’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
36(1-2): 820-842.

230 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

231 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
232 Rai, A. and Choi, Y., (2021), ‘Domestic Violence 

Victimization among South Asian Immigrant Men and 
Women in the United States’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, https://doi.org/10.1177%2F08862605211015262

233 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

234 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
235 Harned, M.S., (2001), ‘Abused Women or Abused Men? 

An Examination of the Context and Outcomes of Dating 
Violence’, Violence and Victims, 16(3): 269-285.

236 Virden, T.R, (2020), College Students’ Experiences of 
Economic Abuse: The Development of the Education 
Sabotage Scale, Michigan State University.

237 Tsui, V., (2014), ‘Male Victims of Intimate Partner Abuse: 
Use and Helpfulness of Services’, Social Work, 59(2): 121-
130. 

file:///C:\Users\Katy%20Blanchard\Downloads\29
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00003/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F08862605211015262


144

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

238 Magic, J., and Kelley, P., (2018), LGBT+ people’s 
Experiences of Domestic Abuse: a report on Galop’s 
domestic abuse advocacy service, London: Galop.

239 Riggs, D.W., Taylor, N., Fraser, H., Donovan, C., and Signal, 
T., (2021), ‘The Link Between Domestic Violence and Abuse 
and Animal Cruelty in the Intimate Relationships of People 
of Diverse Genders and/or Sexualities: A Binational 
Study’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(5-6): NP2169-
NP3195.

240 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

241 Stylianou, A.,M., Postmus, J.L., McMahon, S., (2013), 
‘Measuring Abusive Behaviors: Is Economic Abuse a 
Unique Form of Abuse?’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
28(16): 3186:3204.

242 Voth Schrag, R.J., and Ravi, K.E., (2020), ‘Measurement 
of Economic Abuse Among Women Not Seeking Social 
or Support Services and Dwelling in the Community’, 
Violence and Victims, 35(1): 3-19.

243 Stylianou, A.M., (2016), The impact of economic abuse 
on depressive symptoms among survivors of intimate 
partner violence, Rutgers University.

244 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430.

245 Postmus, J., Plummer, S. and Stylianou, A.M., (2016), 
‘Measuring Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: 
Revising the Scale of Economic Abuse’, Violence Against 
Women, 22(6): 692-703.

246 Sauber, E.W., and O’Brien, K.M., (2020), ‘Multiple Losses: 
The Psychological and Economic Well-Being of Survivors 
of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 35(15-16): 3054-3078.

247 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 
M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278., 

248 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

249 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

250 Adams, A.E., Beeble, M.L., Gregory, K.A., (2015), ‘Evidence 
of the Construct Validity of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence and Victims, 30(3): 363-376.

251 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

252 Warren, A., Marchant, T., Schulze, D., and Chung, 
D., (2019), ‘From Economic Abuse to Economic 
Empowerment: Piloting a Financial Literacy Curriculum 
With Women Who Have Experienced Domestic and 
Family Violence’, Affilia, 34(4): 498-517.

253 Sanders, C.K., (2010), Savings Outcomes of an IDA 
Program for Survivors of Domestic Violence, Center for 
Social Development, Washington University.

254 Crump, T.G., (2020), ‘The Forgotten Survivor: The 
Articulated Needs of Survivors of Psychological and 
Economic Abuse Who Stay’, Violence and Gender, 
7(4):167-174.

255 Aitken, R., and Munro, V., (2018), Domestic abuse and 
suicide: exploring the links with Refuge’s client base and 
work force, University of Warwick and Refuge.

256 Van Gelder, N., Ligthart, S., Astro, L., Oertelt-Prigione, 
S., (2021), ‘Economic abuse amongst Dutch women 
(formerly) victimised by intimate partner violence and 
abuse: A mixed methods approach’, Tijdschrift voor 
Genderstudies, 24(2): 89-107.

257 Solidarité Femmes, (2020), Extrait de l’Analyse Globale 
des données issues des appels au « 3919-Violences 
Femmes Info » Année 2019, Fédération Nationale 
Solidarité Femmes.

258 Kaya, A., Yilmazer, H.S., Ozcaliskan, B., Aktas, E.O., (2021), 
‘The Characteristics of intimate partner violence cases’, 
Medicine Science International Medical Journal, 10(4): 
1337-1344.

259 Aghakhani, N., Nia, H.S., Moosavi, E., Eftekhari, A., Zarei, 
A., Bahrami, N., Nikoonejad, A.R., (2015), ‘Study of the 
Types of Domestic Violence Committed Against Women 
Referred to the Legal Medical Organization in Urmia – 
Iran’, Iranian Journal Psychiatry and Behavioural Sciences, 
9(4): e2446.

260 Afdal, A., Alizamar, A., Ifdil, I.., Erlamsyah, E., Taufik, T., 
(2017), ‘Guidance And Counseling Services For Women 
Victims Of Domestic Violence’, Advances in Social Science, 
Education and Humanities Research, 118: 935-939.

261 Shaheen, A., (2014), ‘Intimate Partners and Multifaceted 
Violent Behaviour in Pakistan’, Pakistan Perspectives, 19(1): 
27-56.

262 All State Foundation, (2021), Early Warning - Signs 
of Financial Abuse Beginning in Teen Relationships, 
Available at: https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/
criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20
Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20
Teen%20Relationships.pdf

263 Cardenas, I., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2021), 
‘Improving Quality of Life Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors Through Economic Empowerment’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): NP14564–
NP14587. 

https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf


145

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

264 Gottlieb, A., and Mahabir, M., (2021), ‘The Effect of 
Multiple Types of Intimate Partner Violence on Maternal 
Criminal Justice Involvement’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(13-14): 6797-6820.

265 Virden, T.R, (2020), College Students’ Experiences of 
Economic Abuse: The Development of the Education 
Sabotage Scale, Michigan State University.

266 Statistics Canada, (2021), Intimate partner violence: 
Experiences of First Nations, Métis and Inuit women in 
Canada, 2018, Available at: https://www150.statcan.
gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007-eng.htm 

267 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner 
violence, since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence and visible minority, Canada, 
2018, Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/
pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00008/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm 

268 McKay White, R., Fjellner, D., (2022), ‘The Prevalence of 
Economic Abuse Among Intimate Partners in Alberta’, 
SAGE Open, 12(1): 1-13.

269 Chowbey, P., (2017), ‘Women’s narratives of economic 
abuse and financial strategies in Britain and South Asia’, 
Psychology of Violence, 7(3): 459-468.

270 Cited in: El Abani, S., and Pourmehdi, M., (2017), 
‘Perception of Domestic Violence against Women 
amongst Libyan Migrants in Manchester’, Journal of 
Sociology and Social Work, 5(2): 128-138.

271 Mirza, N., (2015), Family Abuse In Scotland Contesting 
Universalisations and Reconceptualising Agency, 
University of Edinburgh.

272 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
273 Ibid.
274 Magic, J., and Kelley, P., (2018), LGBT+ people’s 

Experiences of Domestic Abuse:a report on Galop’s 
domestic abuse advocacy service, London: Galop.

275 Edeby, A., San Sebastián, M., (2021), ‘Prevalence and 
sociogeographical inequalities of violence against 
women in Ecuador: a cross-sectional study’, International 
Journal for Equity in Health, 20: 130

276 Kim, C., (2019), ‘Social Isolation, acculturative stress and 
intimate partner violence (IPV) victimization among 
Korean immigrant women’, International Journal of 
Intercultural Relations, 72: 87-95.

277 Rai, A. and Choi, Y., (2021), ‘Domestic Violence 
Victimization among South Asian Immigrant Men and 
Women in the United States’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 37(17-18): NP15532–NP15567.

278 McIlwaine, C., Granada, L., and Valenzuela-Oblitas, I., 
(2019), The Right To Be Believed: Migrant women facing 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) in the ‘hostile 
immigration environment’ in London, Latin American 
Women’s Rights Service.

279 Satyen, L. Piedra, S., Rangnathan, A., Golluccio, N., (2018), 
‘Intimate Partner Violence and Help-Seeking Behavior 
among Migrant Women in Australia’, Journal of Family 
Violence, 33: 447-456.

280 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
281 Du Mont, T. and Forte, T., (2012), ‘An exploratory study 

on the consequences and contextual factors of intimate 
partner violence among immigrant and Canadian-born 
women’, BMC Public Health, 14.

282 Du Mont, J., Hyman, I., O’Brien, K., White, M.E., Odette, F., 
Tyyskä, V., (2012), ‘Factors associated with intimate partner 
violence by a former partner by immigration status and 
length of residence in Canada’, Annals of Epidemiology, 
22(11): 772-777.

283 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

284 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
285 Magic, J., and Kelley, P., (2018), LGBT+ people’s 

Experiences of Domestic Abuse: a report on Galop’s 
domestic abuse advocacy service, London: Galop. 

286 Cited in: Hudson, N., (2019), ‘Family violence laws: 
Traditional narratives and the (in)visibility of lesbian 
relationships and lesbian-parented families’, Journal of 
Lesbian Studies, 23(3): 357-382.

 Ibid. 
287 Riggs, D.W., Taylor, N., Fraser, H., Donovan, C., and Signal, 

T., (2021), ‘The Link Between Domestic Violence and Abuse 
and Animal Cruelty in the Intimate Relationships of People 
of Diverse Genders and/or Sexualities: A Binational 
Study’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(5-6): NP2169-
NP3195.

288 Merrill, G.S., and Wolfe, V.A., (2008), ‘Battered Gay Men: 
An Exploration of Abuse, Help Seeking, and Why They 
Stay’, Journal of Homosexuality, 39(2):1-30.

289 Siemieniuk, R.A.C., Krentz, H.B., Gish, J.A., Gill, M.J., (2010), 
‘Domestic Violence Screening: Prevalence and Outcomes 
in a Canadian HIV Population’, AIDS Patient Care and 
STDs, 24(12): 763-770.

290 Roy, V., Thibault, S., Tudeau, C., Fournier, C., Champagne, 
C., (2022), ‘Intimate Partner Violence Among Gay Men 
and Its Consequences in a Separation Context’, Partner 
Abuse, 13(1): 77-99.

291 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate 
partner violence and sexual orientation, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm 

292 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of intimate 
partner violence and sexual orientation, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00007-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00008/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00008/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00005/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00004/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm


146

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

293 Virden, T.R, (2020), College Students’ Experiences of 
Economic Abuse: The Development of the Education 
Sabotage Scale, Michigan State University.

294 GLBT Domestic Violence Coalition, Jane Doe Inc., (2005), 
Shelter/Housing Needs for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender (GLBT) Victims of Domestic Violence, GLBT 
Domestic Violence Coalition, Jane Doe Inc..

295 UN Women, (2019), Progress Of The World’s Women 
2019–2020, UN Women.

296 Cited in: Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is 
not seen, you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of 
women’s experiences of economic abuse within domestic 
violent relationships, University of Cape Town. 

297 Jellali, I.A., Jellali, M.A., Gataa, R., Mechri, A., (2015), 
‘Violence against women in the marriage: cross-sectional 
study in the family planning clinic Monastir’, Medical 
Tunisia, 93(8): 516-522.

298 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

299 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

300 Kapiga, S., Harvey, S., Muhammad, A.K., Stöckl, H., 
Mshana, G., Hashim, R., Hansen, C., Lees, S., Watts, C., 
(2017), ‘Prevalence of intimate partner violence and 
abuse and associated factors among women enrolled 
into a cluster randomised trial in northwestern Tanzania’, 
BMC Public Health, 17: 190.

301 Kavak, F., Aktürk, Ü., Özdemir, A., Gültekin, A., (2018), ‘The 
relationship between domestic violence against women 
and suicide risk’, Psychiatric Nursing, 32: 574-579.

302 Kayaoglu, A., (2019), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Turkey: Evidence From A National Household 
Survey, Economic Research Forum.

303 Falb, K.L., Annan, J., Dpebo, D., Cole, H., Willie, T., Xuan, 
Z., Raj, A., Gupta, J., (2015), ‘Differential Impacts of an 
Intimate Partner Violence Prevention Program Based on 
Child Marriage Status in Rural Côte d’Ivoire’, Journal of 
Adolescent Health, 57(5): 552-558.

304 Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), ‘Economic abuse 
between intimate partners in Australia: prevalence, health 
status, disability and financial stress’, Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 269-274.

305 Edeby, A., San Sebastián, M., (2021), ‘Prevalence and 
sociogeographical inequalities of violence against 
women in Ecuador: a cross-sectional study’, International 
Journal for Equity in Health, 20: 130

306 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

307 Fanslow, J.L., Malihi, Z., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P., McIntosh, 
T., (2021), ‘Change in prevalence of psychological and 
economic abuse, and controlling behaviours against 
women by an intimate partner in two cross- sectional 
studies in New Zealand, 2003 and 2019’, BMJ Open, 11: 
e044910.

308 Gottlieb, A., and Mahabir, M., (2021), ‘The Effect of 
Multiple Types of Intimate Partner Violence on Maternal 
Criminal Justice Involvement’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(13-14): 6797-6820.

309 Huang, C.C., Postmus, J.L., Vikse, J.H., Wang, L.R., (2013), 
‘Economic abuse, physical violence, and union formation’, 
Children and Youth Services Review, 35(5): 780-786.

310 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

311 Yau, J.H, (2017), Economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence: definition, risk factors, and mental well-
being, University of Hong Kong.  

312 UN Women, (2019), Progress Of The World’s Women 
2019–2020, UN Women.

313 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

314 Nancarrow, H., Burke, K., Lockie, S., Vilijoen, R., 
Choudhury, J., (2011), Intimate partner abuse of women in 
Queensland, Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family 
Violence Research CQ University.

315 Naved, R.T., Al Mamun, M., Parvin, K., Willan, S., Gibbs, 
A., Yu, M., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Magnitude and correlates 
of intimate partner violence against female garment 
workers from selected factories in Bangladesh’, PLOS 
ONE, 13(11): 1-22.

316 Muthami, J., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi. 

317 Jiwatram-Negrón, T., Hunt, T., Nikitin, D., Rychkova, O., 
Ermolaeva, I., Sharonova, N., Mukambetov, A., Gilbert, L., 
(2018), ‘An exploratory study of economic abuse among 
substance-involved women in Kyrgyzstan’, Journal of 
Substance Use, 23(4): 358-365.

318 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

319 Oyunbileg, S., Sumberzul, N., Udval, N., Wang, J., Janes, C., 
(2009), ‘Prevalence and Risk Factors of Domestic Violence 
among Mongolian Women’, Journal of Women’s Health, 
18(11); 1873-1880.



147

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

320 Agoucha, C.M., Duru, C.B., Onoh, R.C., Olose, E.O., Igwe, 
M.N., Amadi, K.U., Ogwunga, J.N., (2018), ‘Experience of 
intimate partner violence among female health workers 
in South East Nigeria’, Mental health, religion & culture, 
20(8): 827-840.

321 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

322 Kapiga, S., Harvey, S., Muhammad, A.K., Stöckl, H., 
Mshana, G., Hashim, R., Hansen, C., Lees, S., Watts, C., 
(2017), ‘Prevalence of intimate partner violence and 
abuse and associated factors among women enrolled 
into a cluster randomised trial in northwestern Tanzania’, 
BMC Public Health, 17: 190.

323 Alkan, Ö, Özar, Ş., and Ünver, Ş., (2021), ‘Economic 
violence against women: A case in Turkey’, PLOS One, 
16(3): 1-23. 

324 Kavak, F., Aktürk, Ü., Özdemir, A., Gültekin, A., (2018), ‘The 
relationship between domestic violence against women 
and suicide risk’, Psychiatric Nursing, 32: 574-579.

325 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
326 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

327 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

328 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

329 Jellali, I.A., Jellali, M.A., Gataa, R., Mechri, A., (2015), 
‘Violence against women in the marriage: cross-sectional 
study in the family planning clinic Monastir’, Medical 
Tunisia, 93(8): 516-522.

330 Mammadov, B., Vural, G., Tosun, O., (2018), ‘Risk Factors 
Associated with Intimate Partner Violence during 
Pregnancy in Northern Cyprus’, Cyprus Journal of Medical 
Sciences, 1: 9-14.

331 Lencha, B. Ameya, G., Baresa, G., Minda, Z., Ganfure, 
G., (2019), ‘Intimate partner violence and its associated 
factors among pregnant women in Bale Zone, Southeast 
Ethiopia: A cross-sectional study’, PLOS ONE, 14(5): 1-14.

332 Jatta, J.W., Baru, A., Fawole, O.I., Ojengbede, O.A., (2021), 
‘Intimate partner violence among pregnant women 
attending antenatal care services in the rural Gambia’, 
PLOS ONE, https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0255723

333 Masoumi, Z., Babahyidarian, F., Sangestani, G., 
Roshanaei, G., (2019), ‘Assessment of Different Types of 
Domestic Violence Against Pregnant Mothers Exposed to 
Violence in Sahneh City’, Pajouhan Scientific Journal, 17(2): 
24-30.

334 Bikinesi, L.T., Mash, R., Joyner, K., (2017), ‘Prevalence 
of intimate partner violence and associated factors 
amongst women attending antenatal care at Outapi 
clinic, Namibia: A descriptive survey’, African Journal of 
Primary Health Care & Family Medicine, 9(1): 1-6.

335 Ezeudu, C.C., Akpa, O., Waziri, N.E., Oladimeji, A., Adedire, 
E., Saude, I., Nguku, P., Nsubuga, P., Fawole, O.I., (2019), 
‘Prevalence and correlates of intimate partner violence, 
before and during pregnancy among attendees of 
maternal and child health services, Enugu, Nigeria: 
mixed method approach, January 2015’, The Pan African 
Medical Journal, 32(supp 1): 14.

336 Dunkle, K.L., Jewkes, R., Brown, H.C., Yoshihama, M., Gray, 
G.E., McIntyre, J.A., Harlow, S.D., (2004), ‘Prevalence and 
Patterns of Gender-based Violence and Revictimization 
among Women Attending Antenatal Clinics in Soweto, 
South Africa’, American Journal of Epidemiology, 160(3): 
230-239.

337 Mohammed Ali Abaker, T., 2020), Domestic Violence 
among Pregnant Women Attending Antenatal Clinics at 
Garri Hospital in Khartoum State, University of Khartoum.

338 Mahenge, B., Stöckl, H., Abubakari, A., Mbwambo, J., Jahn, 
A., (2016), ‘Physical, Sexual, Emotional and Economic 
Intimate Partner Violence and Controlling Behaviors 
during Pregnancy and Postpartum among Women in Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania’, PLOS ONE, 11(10): 1-10.

339 Dohwe, M., Haruzvishe, C., Zvinavashe, M., Mhlanga, 
M., Mugadza, G., (2016), ‘Domestic violence and its 
association with adverse pregnancy outcomes in 
Zimbabwe: a descriptive correlational study’, International 
Journal of Innovative Research & Development, 5(3): 11-17.

340 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

341 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

342 Richardson, J., and Butler, A., (2021), The Single Parent 
Debt Trap, London: Gingerbread and StepChange.

343 Jaffe, P.G., Crooks, C.V., Poisson, S.E., (2003), ‘Common 
Misconceptions in Addressing Domestic Violence in Child 
Custody Disputes’, Juvenile Family Court, 54(4): 57-67.

344 UN Women, (2018), The Empowerment Of Women 
And Girls With Disabilities: Towards Full And Effective 
Participation And Gender Equality, UN Women.

345 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), A review of research and policy 
on financial abuse within intimate partner relationships, 
London: London Metropolitan University.

346 Fanslow, J., Malihi, Z.A., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P.J., McIntosh, 
T.K.D., (2021), ‘Lifetime Prevalence of Intimate Partner 
Violence and Disability: Results From a Population-Based 
Study in New Zealand’, American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine, 61(3): P320-328.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0255723


148

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

347 Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), ‘Economic abuse 
between intimate partners in Australia: prevalence, health 
status, disability and financial stress’, Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 269-274.

348 Cited in: Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., 
(2021), Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse And 
Disability in the Context of Domestic and Family Violence, 
Sydney: Gendered Violence Research Network.

349 Ibid.
350 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1A Intimate partner 

violence since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type 
of intimate partner violence and disability status, Canada, 
2018, Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/
pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm

351 Cohen, M.M., Forte, T., Du Mont, J., Hyman, I., Romans, 
S., (2005), ‘Intimate partner violence among Canadian 
women with activity limitations’, Journal of Epidemiology & 
Community Health, 59(10): 834-839.

352 Cohen, M.M., Forte, T., Du Mont, J., Hyman, I., Romans, S., 
(2006), ‘Adding Insult to Injury: Intimate Partner Violence 
Among Women and Men Reporting Activity Limitations’, 
Annals of Epidemiology, 16(8): 644-651.

353 Meseguer-Santamaría, M.L., Sánchez-Alberola, F., 
Vargas-Vargas, M., (2021), ‘Intimate Partner Violence 
against Women with Disabilities in Spain: A Public 
Health Problem’, International Journal of Environmental 
Research, 18(2): 1-11.

354 Solidarité Femmes, (2020), Extrait de l’Analyse Globale 
des données issues des appels au « 3919-Violences 
Femmes Info » Année 2019, Fédération Nationale 
Solidarité Femmes.

355 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

356 Department of Census and Statistics, (2020), Women’s 
Wellbeing Survey - 2019. Findings from Sri Lanka’s first 
dedicated National Survey on Violence against Women 
and Girls, Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka.

357 Lewis, I., (2009), ‘How is HIV transmission in PNG 
influenced by violence against women and attitudes 
towards condoms?’, Catalyst, 39(2): 29-55. 

358 Du Mont, T. and Forte, T., (2014), ‘Intimate partner violence 
among women with mental health-related activity 
limitations: a Canadian population based study’, BMJ 
Open, 2(6).

359 Gibbs, A., Dunkle, K., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Emotional and 
economic intimate partner violence as key drivers of 
depression and suicidal ideation: A cross-sectional study 
among young women in informal settlements in South 
Africa’, PLOS ONE, 13(4): 1-18.

360 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 
battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463.

361 Khan, Z., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., Naved, R.T., Yount, 
K.M., (2020), ‘Women’s experiences of economic coercion 
and depressive symptoms in Matlab, Bangladesh’, SSM - 
Population Health, 12(December): 100641.

362 Karakoç, B., Gülseren, L., Çam, B., Gülseren, Ş., 
Tenekeci, N., Mete, L., (2015), ‘Prevalence of Intimate 
Partner Violence and Associated Factors’, Archives of 
Neuropsychiatry, 52(4): 324-330.

363 Nancarrow, H., Lockie, S., and Sharma, S., (2008), Intimate 
partner abuse of women in the Bowen Basin and Mackay 
region of Central Queensland, Queensland Centre for 
Domestic and Family Violence Research.

364 Voth Schrag, R.J., Robinson, S.R., and Ravi, K., (2019), 
‘Understanding Pathways within Intimate Partner 
Violence: Economic Abuse, Economic Hardship and 
Mental Health’, Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & 
Trauma, 28(2): 222-242.

365 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 
battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463.

366 Davila, A.L., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2017), 
‘Examining the Relationship Between Economic Abuse 
and Mental Health Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors in the United States’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2): NP287-310NP.

367 Antain, D., Oke, A., Braithewaite, P., and Lopez, G.B., (2014), 
‘The Effect of Economic, Physical, and Psychological 
Abuse on Mental Health: A Population-Based Study of 
Women in the Philippines’, International Journal of Family 
Medicine, 2014: 852317.

368 Romans, S., Cohen, M.M., Forte, T., Du Mont, J., Hyman, 
I., (2008), ‘Gender and psychotropic medication use: The 
role of intimate partner violence’, Preventive Medicine, 
46(6): 615-621.

369 Jiwatram-Negrón, T., Hunt, T., Nikitin, D., Rychkova, O., 
Ermolaeva, I., Sharonova, N., Mukambetov, A., Gilbert, L., 
(2018), ‘An exploratory study of economic abuse among 
substance-involved women in Kyrgyzstan’, Journal of 
Substance Use, 23(4): 358-365.

370 Abramsky, T., Lees, S., Stöckl, H., Harvey, S., Kapinga, 
I., Ranganathan, M., Mshana, G., Kapiga, S., (2019), 
‘Women’s income and risk of intimate partner violence: 
secondary findings from the MAISHA cluster randomised 
trial in North-Western Tanzania’, BMC Public Health, 19:1-
15.

371 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00006/tbl/tbl01a-eng.htm


149

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

372 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

373 Stylianou, A.M., (2016), The impact of economic abuse 
on depressive symptoms among survivors of intimate 
partner violence, Rutgers University.

374 Oyunbileg, S., Sumberzul, N., Udval, N., Wang, J., Janes, C., 
(2009), ‘Prevalence and Risk Factors of Domestic Violence 
among Mongolian Women’, Journal of Women’s Health, 
18(11); 1873-1880.

375 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

376 Cited in: Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), 
‘Economic abuse between intimate partners in Australia: 
prevalence, health status, disability and financial stress’, 
Australia and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 
269-274.

377 Fanslow, J.L., Malihi, Z., Hashemi, L., Gulliver, P., McIntosh, 
T., (2021), ‘Change in prevalence of psychological and 
economic abuse, and controlling behaviours against 
women by an intimate partner in two cross- sectional 
studies in New Zealand, 2003 and 2019’, BMJ Open, 11: 
e044910.

378 Kavak, F., Aktürk, Ü., Özdemir, A., Gültekin, A., (2018), ‘The 
relationship between domestic violence against women 
and suicide risk’, Psychiatric Nursing, 32: 574-579.

379 Nagassar, R.P., Rawlins, J.M., Sampson, N.R., Zackerali, 
J., Chankadyal, K., Ramasir, C., Boodram, R., (2010), 
‘The prevalence of domestic violence within different 
socio-economic classes in Central Trinidad’, West Indian 
Medical Journal, 59(1): 20-25.

380 Van Gelder, N., Ligthart, S., Astro, L., Oertelt-Prigione, 
S., (2021), ‘Economic abuse amongst Dutch women 
(formerly) victimised by intimate partner violence and 
abuse: A mixed methods approach’, Tijdschrift voor 
Genderstudies, 24(2): 89-107.

381 Hetling, A., and Postmus, J.L., (2014), ‘Financial Literacy 
and Economic Empowerment of Survivors of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Examining the Differences Between 
Public Assistance Recipients and Nonrecipients’ Journal of 
Poverty, 18(2): 130-149.

382 Johnson, L., (2021), ‘Exploring factors associated with 
pregnant women’s experiences of material hardship 
during COVID-19: a cross-sectional Qualtrics survey in the 
United States’, BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth, 21:1-14.

383 Kapiga, S., Harvey, S., Muhammad, A.K., Stöckl, H., 
Mshana, G., Hashim, R., Hansen, C., Lees, S., Watts, C., 
(2017), ‘Prevalence of intimate partner violence and 
abuse and associated factors among women enrolled 
into a cluster randomised trial in northwestern Tanzania’, 
BMC Public Health, 17: 190.

384 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

385 Antai, D., Antai, J., Anthony, D.S., (2014), ‘The relationship 
between socio-economic inequalities, intimate partner 
violence and economic abuse: A national study of women 
in the Philippines’, Global Public Health, 9(7): 808-826.

386 Biswas, C.S., Pal, M., Bharati, P., (2022), ‘Violence against 
women in West Bengal: its extent and causes’, Journal of 
Gender-Based Violence, 6(1): 149-171.

387 Kayaoglu, A., (2019), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Turkey: Evidence From A National Household 
Survey, Economic Research Forum.

388 Naved, R.T., Al Mamun, M., Parvin, K., Willan, S., Gibbs, 
A., Yu, M., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Magnitude and correlates 
of intimate partner violence against female garment 
workers from selected factories in Bangladesh’, PLOS 
ONE, 13(11): 1-22.

389 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
390 Ibid.
391 Ibid.
392 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 

violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies.

393 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

394 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
395 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

396 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

397 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of 
intimate partner violence and age group, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

398 Miškulin, I., (2020), ‘Economic Violence against Women in 
Croatia: A Comparative Study between Continental and 
Maritime County’, Collegium antropologicum, 44(3): 115-
119.

399 Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), ‘Economic abuse 
between intimate partners in Australia: prevalence, health 
status, disability and financial stress’, Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 269-274. 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm


150

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

400 All State Foundation, (2021), Early Warning - Signs 
of Financial Abuse Beginning in Teen Relationships, 
Available at: https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/
criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20
Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20
Teen%20Relationships.pdf

401 Copp, J.E., Mumford, E.A., Taylor, B.G., (2016), ‘Money 
Lending Practices and Adolescent Dating Relationship 
Abuse: Results from a National Sample’, Journal of Youth 
and Adolescence, 45: 1902-1916

402 Gibbs, A., Dunkle, K., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Emotional and 
economic intimate partner violence as key drivers of 
depression and suicidal ideation: A cross-sectional study 
among young women in informal settlements in South 
Africa’, PLOS ONE, 13(4): 1-18.

403 YWCA, (2012), Young women and financial abuse, YWCA.
404 Department of Census and Statistics, (2020), Women’s 

Wellbeing Survey - 2019. Findings from Sri Lanka’s first 
dedicated National Survey on Violence against Women 
and Girls, Department of Census and Statistics, Sri Lanka.

405 Statistics Canada, (2021), Table 1 Intimate partner violence 
since age 15 and in the past 12 months, by type of 
intimate partner violence and age group, Canada, 2018, 
Available at: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-
002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm

406 Lockie, S., (2011), ‘Intimate partner abuse and women’s 
health in rural and mining communities’, Rural Society, 
20(2): 198-215.

407 Edeby, A., San Sebastián, M., (2021), ‘Prevalence and 
sociogeographical inequalities of violence against 
women in Ecuador: a cross-sectional study’, International 
Journal for Equity in Health, 20: 130

408 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
409 Ibid.
410 Cited in Johnson, L., Chen, Y., Stylianou, A.M., Arnold, 

A., (2022), ‘Examining the impact of economic abuse 
on survivors of intimate partner violence: A scoping 
review’, BMC Public Health, https://doi.org/10.21203/
rs.3.rs-1303020/v1 

411 Halicka, M., Halicki, J., Kramkowska, E., Szafranek, A., 
(2015), ‘Law Enforcement, the Judiciary and Intimate 
Partner Violence against the Elderly in Court Files’, Studia 
Socjologiczne, 2015(2): 195-214.

412 Luoma, M.L., Koivusilta, M., Lang, G., Enzenhofer, E., De 
Donder, L., Verté, D., Reingarde, J., Tamutiene, I., Ferreira-
Alves, J., (2011), Prevalence Study of Abuse and Violence 
Against Older Women. Results of a Multi-cultural Survey 
in Austria, Belgium, Finland, Lithuania and Portugal, 
Finland: National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL).

413 Stöckl, H., and Penhale, B., (2014), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and Its Association With Physical and Mental 
Health Symptoms Among Older Women in Germany’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 30(17): 3089-3111.

414 Hossen, A., (2014), Measuring Gender-based violence: 
Results of the Violence Against Women (VAW) Survey in 
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.

415 Lewis, I., Maruia, B., Walker, S., (2008), ‘Violence against 
women in Papua New Guinea’, Journal of Family Studies, 
14(2-3): 183-197.

416 Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), ‘Economic abuse 
between intimate partners in Australia: prevalence, health 
status, disability and financial stress’, Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 269-274.

417 Erten, B., and Keskin, P., (2018), ‘For Better or for Worse?: 
Education and the Prevalence of Domestic Violence in 
Turkey’, American Economic Journal Applied Economics, 
10(1): 64-105.

418 Kayaoglu, A., (2019), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Turkey: Evidence From A National Household 
Survey, Economic Research Forum.

419 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

420 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies.

421 Yau, J.H.Y., Fong, D.Y.T., Wong, J.Y.H, (2020), ‘Risk Factors 
for and Mental Well-Being Outcomes of Economic Abuse 
in Hong Kong Chinese Population’, Violence and Victims, 
35(2): 246-265.

422 Knight, L., Ranganathan, M., Abramsky, T., Polzer-Ngwato, 
T., Muvhango, L., Molebatsi, M., Stöckl, H., Lees, S., Watts, 
C., (2020), ‘Intervention with Microfinance for AIDS and 
Gender Equity (IMAGE): Women’s Engagement with 
the Scaled-up IMAGE Programme and Experience of 
Intimate Partner Violence in Rural South Africa’, Prevention 
Science, 21: 268-281.

423 Alkan, Ö, Özar, Ş., and Ünver, Ş., (2021), ‘Economic 
violence against women: A case in Turkey’, PLOS One, 
16(3): 1-23.

424 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430. 

425 Nancarrow, H., Burke, K., Lockie, S., Vilijoen, R., 
Choudhury, J., (2011), Intimate partner abuse of women in 
Queensland, Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family 
Violence Research CQ University.

426 Ibid.
427 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 

in young adult relationships, RMIT.
428 Yount, K.M., Krause, K.H., and VanderEnde, K.E., (2015), 

‘Economic Coercion and Partner Violence Against Wives in 
Vietnam: A Unified Framework?’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 31(20): 3307-3331. 

429 Ibid. 

https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://jausa.ja.org/dA/27b89bed2f/criticalIssuePdfDocument/Early%20Warning%20%20Signs%20of%20Financial%20Abuse%20Beginning%20in%20Teen%20Relationships.pdf
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2021001/article/00009/tbl/tbl01-eng.htm
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-1303020/v1
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-1303020/v1


151

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

430 Ibid.
431 Naved, R.T., Al Mamun, M., Parvin, K., Willan, S., Gibbs, 

A., Yu, M., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Magnitude and correlates 
of intimate partner violence against female garment 
workers from selected factories in Bangladesh’, PLOS 
ONE, 13(11): 1-22.

432 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘The Incidence of Wife Abuse 
and Battering and Some Sociodemographic Correlates 
as Revealed by Two National Surveys in Palestinian 
Society’, Journal of Family Violence, 15(4): 347-374.

433 Antai, D., Antai, J., Anthony, D.S., (2014), ‘The relationship 
between socio-economic inequalities, intimate partner 
violence and economic abuse: A national study of women 
in the Philippines’, Global Public Health, 9(7): 808-826.

434 Stylianou, A.M., (2016), The impact of economic abuse 
on depressive symptoms among survivors of intimate 
partner violence, Rutgers University.

435 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

436 Ibid.
437 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 

W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

438 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

439 Mhaka-Mutepfa, M., (2009), ‘Spousal Abuse in 
Zimbabwe: Nature and Extent across Socio-Economic 
Class, Gender and Religiosity’, Interpersona, 3(1): 77-88.

440 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘The Incidence of Wife Abuse 
and Battering and Some Sociodemographic Correlates 
as Revealed by Two National Surveys in Palestinian 
Society’, Journal of Family Violence, 15(4): 347-374.

441 Biswas, C.S., Pal, M., Bharati, P., (2022), ‘Violence against 
women in West Bengal: its extent and causes’, Journal of 
Gender-Based Violence, 6(1): 149-171.

442 Agoucha, C.M., Duru, C.B., Onoh, R.C., Olose, E.O., Igwe, 
M.N., Amadi, K.U., Ogwunga, J.N., (2018), ‘Experience of 
intimate partner violence among female health workers 
in South East Nigeria’, Mental health, religion & culture, 
20(8): 827-840.

443 Peaceful Families Project, (2010), Domestic Abuse 
Statistics, Available at: https://www.peacefulfamilies.org/
statistics.html

444 Alkan, Ö, Özar, Ş., and Ünver, Ş., (2021), ‘Economic 
violence against women: A case in Turkey’, PLOS One, 
16(3): 1-23.

445 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

446 Hossen, A., (2014), Measuring Gender-based violence: 
Results of the Violence Against Women (VAW) Survey in 
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.

447 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2021), ‘Women’s abuse experiences 
in Jordan: A comparative study using rural and urban 
classifications’, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Communications, 8: 186.

448 Doyle, K., Guerra, P., and Passi, S. (2021), Prioritizing 
Financial Security In The Movement To End IPV: A 
Roadmap, FreeFrom.

449 Ibid.
450 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 

(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588 

451 Singh, S., and Sidhu, J., (2020), ‘Coercive control of money, 
dowry and remittances among Indian migrant women in 
Australia’, South Asian Diaspora, 12(1): 35-50.

452 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

453 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

454 Izmirli, G.O., Sonmez, Y., Sezik, M., (2014), ‘Prediction 
of domestic violence against married women in 
southwestern Turkey’, Gynecology & Obstetrics, 127(3): 
288-292.

455 Ibid.
456 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 

Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

457 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

458 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

459 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

460 Women’s Affairs Department, (2018), Gender Based 
Violence Indicators Study Botswana, Women’s Affairs 
Department.

461 Ibid.

https://www.peacefulfamilies.org/statistics.html
https://www.peacefulfamilies.org/statistics.html


152

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

462 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

463 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

464 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

465 Ayuwat, D., and Sananikone, S., (2018), ‘Influential Factors 
Among Male Population, Which Associated with the 
Economic Violence Against Women in Laos’, Gender 
issues, 35: 330-338.

466 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

467 Fawole, O.I., Salawu, T.A., Olarinmoye, E.O.A., (2011), 
‘Intimate Partner Violence: Prevalence and Perceptions 
of Married Men in Ibadan, Nigeria’, Community Health 
Equity Research & Policy, 30(4): 349-364.

468 Ashfaq, S., Iram, K., and Rehan, N., (2018), The 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey – Pakistan 
(PAK-IMAGES), Islamabad: Population Council, Rutgers, 
Rozan, and Ministry of Human Rights.

469 Ahmad, D., Ali Shah, S.Z., Shabbir, M.R., (2022), ‘Economic 
Violence against Women in Punjab: Dimensions, 
Determinants and its Implications on Women Social 
Status in Society’, Journal of Business and Social Review in 
Emerging Economies, 8(1): 13-24.

470 El Feki, S., Heilman, B. and Barker, G., (eds), (2017), 
Understanding Masculinities: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
– Middle East and North Africa, Cairo and Washington, 
D.C.: UN Women and Promundo-US.

471 Postmus, J.L., Nikolova, K., Lin, H., Johnson, L., (2021), 
‘Women’s Economic Abuse Experiences: Results from the 
UN Multi-Country Study on Men and Violence in Asia and 
the Pacific’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): 
NP13115–NP13142.

472 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

473 Han, Y., Young Choi, H., (2021), ‘Risk factors affecting 
intimate partner violence occurrence in South Korea: 
Findings from the 2016 Domestic Violence Survey’, PLOS 
ONE, 16(3): e0247916.

474 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV. 

475 Levtov, R., Vlahovicova, K., Barker, G., Stiefvater, E., 
Lugano, D., and Mulokozi, A. D., (2018), Momentum 
Toward Equality: Results from the International Men 
and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) in Tanzania, 
Washington, DC: Promundo-US, Uzazi na Malezi Bora 
Tanzania, and Tanzania Commission for AIDS.

476 Messersmith, L.J., Halim, N., Mzliangwe, E.S., Reich, N., 
Badi, L., Bingham Holmes II, N., Servidone, M., Simmons, 
E., Kawemama, P., (2021), ‘Childhood Trauma, Gender 
Inequitable Attitudes, Alcohol Use and Multiple Sexual 
Partners: Correlates of Intimate Partner Violence in 
Northern Tanzania’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
36(1-2): 820-842.

477 Vlahovicova, K., Spindler, E., Levtov, R., Hakobyan, 
L., (2019), Evolving Perspectives: Results from the 
International Men and Gender Equality Survey (IMAGES) 
in Central Uganda, Washington, DC: Promundo-US and 
International Center for Research on Women.

478 Cleak, H., Schofield, M.J., Axelsen, L., Bickerdike, A., (2015), 
‘Screening for Partner Violence Among Family Mediation 
Clients: Differentiating Types of Abuse’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 33(7): 1118-1146.

479 Harned, M.S., (2001), ‘Abused Women or Abused Men? 
An Examination of the Context and Outcomes of Dating 
Violence’, Violence and Victims, 16(3): 269-285.

480 Fulu, E., Warner, X., Miedema, S., Jewkes, R., Roselli, T., 
Lang, J., (2013), Why Do Some Men Use Violence Against 
Women and How Can We Prevent It? Quantitative 
Findings from the United Nations Multi-country Study on 
Men and Violence in Asia and the Pacific, UNDP, UNFPA, 
UN Women and UNV.

481 For example, Yount, K., and Li, L., (2012), ‘Spousal 
Disagreement in the Reporting of Physical Violence 
Against Wives in Southern Egypt’, Journal of Family Issues, 
33(11): 1540-1563.

482 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 
M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278.

483 Singh, S., (2018), ‘The daughter-in-law questions 
remittances: changes in the gender of remittances 
among Indian migrants to Australia’, Global Networks, 
19(2): 197-217.



153

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

484 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), ‘Understanding the economics of 
abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill’, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163-173: 168.

485 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 
security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition.

486 Miedema, S.S., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Talkukder, 
A., Dore, E.C., Yount, K.M., (2021), ‘Women’s Income-
generating Activity and Experiences of Economic Intimate 
Partner Violence in Rural Bangladesh’, Sex Roles, 85: 373-
390.

487 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2017), Supporting Survivors of Financial 
Abuse: Learning for the UK, London: Surviving Economic 
Abuse.

488 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

489 Fawole, O.I., (2008), ‘Economic Violence To Women and 
Girls: Is It Receiving the Necessary Attention?’, Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, 9(3): 167-177.

490 Ibid.
491 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 

in young adult relationships, RMIT.
492 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 

E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

493 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

494 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

495 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 
M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278.,

496 Postmus, J., Plummer, S. and Stylianou, A.M., (2016), 
‘Measuring Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: 
Revising the Scale of Economic Abuse’, Violence Against 
Women, 22(6): 692-703.

497 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), ‘Understanding the economics of 
abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill’, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163-173: 168.

498 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 

Bank
499 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), ‘Understanding the economics of 

abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill’, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163-173: 168.



154

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

500 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

501 Cleak, H., Schofield, M.J., Axelsen, L., Bickerdike, A., (2015), 
‘Screening for Partner Violence Among Family Mediation 
Clients: Differentiating Types of Abuse’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 33(7): 1118-1146.

502 Rahyani, N.K.Y., Mahayati, N.M.D., Darmapatni, M.W.G., 
Armini, N.W., ‘Domestic Violence in Pregnant Women 
and Their Types. Case Study in Bali, Indonesia’, in Ray, A., 
(ed), (2021), Empowering Midwives and Obstetric Nurses, 
IntechOpen, London. 10.5772/intechopen.78934

503 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

504 Oyunbileg, S., Sumberzul, N., Udval, N., Wang, J., Janes, C., 
(2009), ‘Prevalence and Risk Factors of Domestic Violence 
among Mongolian Women’, Journal of Women’s Health, 
18(11); 1873-1880.

505 Rabbani, F., Qureshi, F., Rizvi, N., (2008), ‘Perspectives on 
domestic violence: case study from Karachi, Pakistan’, 
Eastern Mediterranean Health Journal, 14(2): 415-426.

506 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

507 Abramsky, T., Lees, S., Stöckl, H., Harvey, S., Kapinga, 
I., Ranganathan, M., Mshana, G., Kapiga, S., (2019), 
‘Women’s income and risk of intimate partner violence: 
secondary findings from the MAISHA cluster randomised 
trial in North-Western Tanzania’, BMC Public Health, 19:1-
15.

508 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

509 Stylianou, A.M., (2018), ‘Economic Abuse Experiences and 
Depressive Symptoms among Victims of Intimate Partner 
Violence’, Journal of Family Violence, 33: 381-392.

510 Flodkvist, E., (2019), “I feel that I have no one to help 
me”: Women’s perceptions of causes of alcohol-related 
violence and what coping strategies these women use in 
the context of Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

511 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

512 Ibid.
513 de los Ángeles Estrella-González, M., Cluet de Rodríguez, 

I., Pérez-Uchuari, P.E., Siguenza-Bermeo, M.V., Ramírez-
Coronel, A.A., (2020), ‘Gender Violence in the Women of 
Azogues’, International Journal of Innovative Science and 
Research Technology, 5(9):22-26.

514 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

515 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2020), ‘Economic Abuse of Women 
in Amman, Jordan: A Quantitative Study’, SAGE Open, 
October-December 2020: 1-13.

516 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (1999), ‘Wife abuse and its psychological 
consequences as revealed by the first Palestinian 
National Survey on Violence Against Women’, Journal of 
Family Psychology, 13(4): 642-662.

517 Antai, D., Antai, J., Anthony, D.S., (2014), ‘The relationship 
between socio-economic inequalities, intimate partner 
violence and economic abuse: A national study of women 
in the Philippines’, Global Public Health, 9(7): 808-826.

518 Dunkle, K.L., Jewkes, R., Brown, H.C., Yoshihama, M., Gray, 
G.E., McIntyre, J.A., Harlow, S.D., (2004), ‘Prevalence and 
Patterns of Gender-based Violence and Revictimization 
among Women Attending Antenatal Clinics in Soweto, 
South Africa’, American Journal of Epidemiology, 160(3): 
230-239.

519 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank

520 Alkan, Ö., and Ünver, Ş., (2020), ‘Determinants of domestic 
physical violence against women in Turkey’, Humanities 
and Social Sciences Reviews, 8(6): 55-67.

521 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020),’ The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

522 Aisyah, S., and Parker, L., (2014), ‘Problematic 
Conjugations: Women’s Agency, Marriage and Domestic 
Violence in Indonesia’, Asian Studies Review, 38(2): 205-
223.

523 Addai, B.K., (2016), Women’s Socio-Demographic 
Characteristics And Their Experience Of Domestic 
Violence: A Case Study Of Awutu Senya East, University of 
Ghana.

524 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.



155

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

525 Naved, R.T., Al Mamun, M., Parvin, K., Willan, S., Gibbs, 
A., Yu, M., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Magnitude and correlates 
of intimate partner violence against female garment 
workers from selected factories in Bangladesh’, PLOS 
ONE, 13(11): 1-22.

526 Vranda, M.N., (2013), ‘Exploring Domestic Violence in an 
Indian Setting’, Indian Journal of Gender Studies, 20(1): 
135-146.

527 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

528 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

529 Muthami, J., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

530 Batawu, F., (2016), The effectiveness of the Domestic 
Violence Act in addressing domestic violence in 
customary related marriages: A case study for Gokwe 
urban district for the period January 2011 to December 
2012, Bindura University of Science Education.

531 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 
Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877.

532 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

533 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili.

534 Ibid.
535 Addai, B.K., (2016), Women’s Socio-Demographic 

Characteristics And Their Experience Of Domestic 
Violence: A Case Study Of Awutu Senya East, University of 
Ghana.

536 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

537 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread., 

538 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

539 Addai, B.K., (2016), Women’s Socio-Demographic 
Characteristics And Their Experience Of Domestic 
Violence: A Case Study Of Awutu Senya East, University of 
Ghana.

540 Artz, L., (1999), ’Shelter in the southern Cape: gender 
violence undermines development’, Agenda, 15(42): 55-
59.

541 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili.

542 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

543 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

544 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

545 Hammi, S. (2019), “As long as he can provide”: A 
qualitative case study exploring women’s and men’s 
attitudes towards economic intimate partner violence in 
Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

546 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 
work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

547 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

548 Fawole, O.I., (2008), ‘Economic Violence To Women and 
Girls: Is It Receiving the Necessary Attention?’, Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, 9(3): 167-177.

549 Moe, A. and Bell, M., (2004), ‘Abject Economics: The 
Effects of Battering and Violence on Women’s Work and 
Employability’, Violence Against Women, 10(1): 29-55.

550 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

551 ECOVIO, (2021), WP2: DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE 
EA WITHIN GBV CONTEXTS AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
Econometrics analysis, ECOVIO.

552 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

553 Swanberg, J.E., and Logan, T.K., (2005), ‘Domestic 
Violence and Employment: A Qualitative Study’, Journal of 
Occupational Health Psychology, 10(1): 3-17.

554 Ferran, L., (2011), Safe at Home, Safe at Work? National 
Domestic Violence and the Workplace Survey, Centre for 
Gender Related Violence Studies, UNSW.



156

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

555 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

556 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

557 Miedema, S.S., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Talkukder, 
A., Dore, E.C., Yount, K.M., (2021), ‘Women’s Income-
generating Activity and Experiences of Economic Intimate 
Partner Violence in Rural Bangladesh’, Sex Roles, 85: 373-
390.

558 Hutabaedya, B., (2013), Domestic Violence: An Exploration 
of Wife Abuse in Thailand, Charles Stuart University.

559 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

560 Lantrip, K.R., Luginbuhl. P.J., Chronister, K.M., Lindstrom, L., 
(2015), ‘Broken Dreams: Impact of Partner Violence on the 
Career Development Process for Professional Women’, 
Journal of Family Violence, 30(5).

561 Singh, S., and Sidhu, J., (2020), ‘Coercive control of money, 
dowry and remittances among Indian migrant women in 
Australia’, South Asian Diaspora, 12(1): 35-50.

562 Amoah, H.A., Tenkorang, E.Y., Dold, P., (2021), ‘Experiences 
of Intimate Partner Violence against Women Who Married 
as Child Brides in Ghana’, Journal of Family Violence, 36: 
455-466.

563 Banks, J., and Waters, J., (2022), ‘An examination of the 
interrelationship between disordered gambling and 
intimate partner violence’, The International Review of 
Victimology, https://doi.org/10.1177%2F02697580211065508

564 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS. 

565 Ibid.
566 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 

Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

567 Merali, N., ‘Money is the Root of All Evil: Modern-
Day Dowries in South Asian International Arranged 
Marriages’, in Safdar, S., Kosakowska-Berezecka, N., (eds), 
(2015), Psychology of Gender Through the Lens of Culture, 
Springer.

568 Dasgupta, S. and Warrier, S., (1996), ‘In the Footsteps 
of “Arundhati”: Asian Indian Women’s Experience of 
Domestic Violence in the United States’, Violence Against 
Women, 2(3): 238-259.

569 Gethin, A., (2019), ‘Strengthening laws to protect women 
from dowry abuse in Australia’, Human Rights Defender, 
28(3): 13-15.

570 Begum, A., (2014), ‘Dowry in Bangladesh: A Search 
from an International Perspective for an Effective Legal 
Approach to Mitigate Women’s Experiences’, Journal of 
International Women’s Studies, 15(2): 249-267.

571 Anitha, S., Roy, A., and Yalamarty, H., (2016), Disposable 
Women: Abuse, Violence and Abandonment in 
Transnational Marriages: Issues for policy and practice in 
the UK and India, University of Lincoln.

572 Sad, T, K., Bhattacharyya, R., and Alam, F., and Pervin, 
A., (2016), ‘Domestic Violence in Sylhet, Bangladesh: 
Analaysing the Experiences of Abused Women’, Social 
Change, 46(1): 106-123.

573 Chipanga, S., (2013), An investigation into the factors 
associated with intimate partner violence and their 
effects among women in Zimbabwe. a case study of 
Musasa clients, Bindura University of Science Education.

574 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

575 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 
Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877.

576 Ibid.
577 Tegler, H., Fernqvist, S., Flinkfeldt, M., (2022), ‘“And all 

Hell Broke Loose”: How Child Maintenance Regulations 
Contribute to Re-actualizing Intimate Partner Violence 
between Separated Parents in Sweden’, Journal of Family 
Violence, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x

578 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

579 Barlow, C., Johnson, K., Walklate, S., and Humphreys, L., 
(2020), ‘Putting coercive control into practice: problems 
and possibilities’, British Journal of Criminology, 60(1): 160-
179.

580 Cited in: Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations 
of Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

581 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

582 Akar, T., Aksakal, F.N., Demirel, B., Durukan, E., Özkan, 
S., (2010), ‘The Prevalence of Domestic Violence Against 
Women Among a Group Woman: Ankara, Turkey’, Journal 
of Family Violence, 25: 449-460.

583 Muthami, J., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F02697580211065508
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x
https://doi.org/10.1332/239868021X16381868127253


157

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

584 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (1999), ‘Wife abuse and its psychological 
consequences as revealed by the first Palestinian 
National Survey on Violence Against Women’, Journal of 
Family Psychology, 13(4): 642-662.

585 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430.

586 Davila, A.L., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2017), 
‘Examining the Relationship Between Economic Abuse 
and Mental Health Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors in the United States’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2): NP287-310NP.

587 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

588 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

589 Sharp-Jeffs, N. and Learmouth, S., (2017), Into Plain 
Sight. How economic abuse is reflected in successful 
prosecutions of controlling or coercive behaviour, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

590 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
591 Fox, A.M., Jackson, S.S., Hansen, N.B., Gasa, N., Crewe, M., 

Sikkema, K.J., (2007), ‘In Their Own Voices: A Qualitative 
Study of Women’s Risk for Intimate Partner Violence and 
HIV in South Africa’, Violence Against Women, 13(6): 583-
602.

592 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

593 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

594 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

595 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

596 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

597 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

598 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda : a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University. 

599 Ibid.
600 Sedziafa, A.P., Tenkorang, E.Y., Owusu, A.Y., Sano, Y., (2016), 

‘Women’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Economic 
Abuse in the Eastern Region of Ghana’, Journal of Family 
Issues, 38(18): 2620-2641: 2622.

601 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

602 Duhaney, P., (2021), ‘Criminalized Black Women’s 
Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence in Canada’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(11): 2765-2787.

603 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

604 Eaton, A.A., Noori, S., Bonomi, A., Stephens, D.P., Gillum, 
T.L., (2021), ‘Nonconsensual Porn as a Form of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Using the Power and Control Wheel to 
Understand Nonconsensual Porn Perpetration in Intimate 
Relationships’, Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 22(5): 1140-1154.

605 Ibid.
606 Ferran, L., (2011), Safe at Home, Safe at Work? National 

Domestic Violence and the Workplace Survey, Centre for 
Gender Related Violence Studies, UNSW.

607 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

608 Svoboda, D.K.V., (2012), An Intrinsic Case Study of a 
Domestic Violence Organization’s Promotion of Economic 
Justice for Survivors, University of Maryland.

609 Ibid.
610 Ajayi, C.E., and Chantler, K., (2022), ‘The Role of Cultural 

Beliefs, Norms, and Practices in Nigerian Women’s 
Experiences of Sexual Abuse and Violence’, Violence 
Against Women, 28(2): 465-486.

611 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

612 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

613 Gethin, A., (2019), ‘Strengthening laws to protect women 
from dowry abuse in Australia’, Human Rights Defender, 
28(3): 13-15.

614 Reddi, M., (2007), ‘Cultural marriage practices and 
domestic violence against women: tears or triumph for 
women in South Africa and India?’, Obiter, 28(3): 502-517.

https://doi.org/10.1177/10778012211035791


158

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

615 Tenkorang, E.Y. ‘Economic Abuse and Women’s Sexual 
Autonomy: Evidence from Ghana’ in Shackelford, T.K., 
(ed), (2021), The SAGE Handbook of Domestic Violence, 
Sage.

616 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

617 Ibid.
618 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 

Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

619 Pittman, T.M., (2010), The legacy of domestic violence: 
how the dynamics of abuse continue beyond separation, 
University of Tasmania.

620 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

621 Tegler, H., Fernqvist, S., Flinkfeldt, M., (2022), ‘“And all 
Hell Broke Loose”: How Child Maintenance Regulations 
Contribute to Re-actualizing Intimate Partner Violence 
between Separated Parents in Sweden’, Journal of Family 
Violence, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x 

622 Smyth, B.M., Vnuk, M.,and Aleema, P., (2020), ‘Branigan, 
E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial Abuse 
of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, Coburg-
Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.’, Australian 
Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 226-242.

623 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

624 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

625 Kutin, J., Russell, R., and Reid, M., (2017), ‘Economic abuse 
between intimate partners in Australia: prevalence, health 
status, disability and financial stress’, Australia and New 
Zealand Journal of Public Health, 41(3): 269-274., 

626 de los Ángeles Estrella-González, M., Cluet de Rodríguez, 
I., Pérez-Uchuari, P.E., Siguenza-Bermeo, M.V., Ramírez-
Coronel, A.A., (2020), ‘Gender Violence in the Women of 
Azogues’, International Journal of Innovative Science and 
Research Technology, 5(9):22-26.

627 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

628 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2021), ‘Women’s abuse experiences 
in Jordan: A comparative study using rural and 
urban classifications’, Humanities and social sciences 
communications, 8: 186.

629 Muthami, J., (2017), Impact of Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy on Women Exposed to Domestic Violence in 
Kibra Sub-County, Nairobi City County-Kenya, University 
of Nairobi.

630 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 
battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463.

631 Antai, D., Antai, J., Anthony, D.S., (2014), ‘The relationship 
between socio-economic inequalities, intimate partner 
violence and economic abuse: A national study of women 
in the Philippines’, Global Public Health, 9(7): 808-826.

632 Pathiraja, D.Y., Pathiraja, R.P., Senanayake, L., Edirisinghe, 
R.M., Mapitigama, N., (2020), ‘Gender-based violence: 
Experiences from two tertiary care settings in Sri Lanka’, 
F1000 Research, 9(269): 1-11.

633 Alkan, Ö, Özar, Ş., and Ünver, Ş., (2021), ‘Economic 
violence against women: A case in Turkey’, PLOS One, 
16(3): 1-23.

634 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430.

635 Mhaka-Mutepfa, M., (2009), ‘Spousal Abuse in 
Zimbabwe: Nature and Extent across Socio-Economic 
Class, Gender and Religiosity’, Interpersona, 3(1): 77-88.

636 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

637 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

638 Westmarland, N., Burrell, S., Dhir, A., Hall, K., Hasan, E., 
Henderson, K., (2021), ‘Living a life by permission’: the 
experiences of male victims of domestic abuse during 
Covid-19, Respect.

639 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

640 Radford, J., Harne, L., Trotter, J., (2006), ‘Disabled women 
and domestic violence as violent crime’, Social Work in 
Action, 18(4): 2336-246.

641 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

642 Ibid.

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x


159

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

643 Malinga, T., (2018), Exploring the lived experiences of 
low-income single Batswana mothers: A narrative inquiry, 
University of Illinois.

644 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

645 Nanfuka, E., Turyomuruguendo, F., Ochen, E., Gibbs, G., 
(2020), ‘Leaving a Violent Child Marriage: Experiences of 
Adult Survivors in Uganda’, Social Sciences, 9(10): 1-18.

646 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

647 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

648 Voth Schrag, R.J., Edmond, T., Nordberg, A., (2020), 
‘Understanding School Sabotage Among Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Violence From Diverse Populations’, 
Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1286-1304.

649 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

650 Voth Schrag, R.J., and Edmond., T., (2017), ‘School 
Sabotage as a Form of Intimate Partner Violence: 
Provider Perspectives’, Affilia, 32(2):171-187.

651 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

652 Swanberg, J.E., and Logan, T.K., (2005), ‘Domestic 
Violence and Employment: A Qualitative Study’, Journal of 
Occupational Health Psychology, 10(1): 3-17.

653 Moe, A. and Bell, M., (2004), ‘Abject Economics: The 
Effects of Battering and Violence on Women’s Work and 
Employability’, Violence Against Women, 10(1): 29-55.

654 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

655 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 
Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877. 

656 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

657 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82. 

658 Bhandari, S., and Sabri, B., (2018), ‘Patterns of abuse 
among South Asian women experiencing domestic 
violence in the United States’, International Social Work, 
63(1): 55-68.

659 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

660 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

661 Anitha, S., Roy, A., and Yalamarty, H., (2016), Disposable 
Women: Abuse, Violence and Abandonment in 
Transnational Marriages: Issues for policy and practice in 
the UK and India, University of Lincoln.

662 Alvarez, C., Lameiras-Fernandez, M., Holliday, C.N., Sabri, 
B., Campbell, J., (2018), ‘Latina and Caribbean Immigrant 
Women’s Experiences With Intimate Partner Violence: 
A Story of Ambivalent Sexism’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(7-8): 3831-3854.

663 Harvard, T.E., and Lefevre, M., (2020), ‘Beyond the Power 
and Control Wheel: how abusive men manipulate mobile 
phone technologies to facilitate coercive control’, Journal 
of Gender-Based Violence, 4(2): 223-239.

664 Eves, R., and Titus, A., (2020), Women’s Economic 
Empowerment among Coffee Smallholders in Papua 
New Guinea, Australian National University.

665 Brown, C., Thomassin, A., Murray, M., Yu, E., (2021), 
‘Can I just share my story?’ Experiences of technology-
facilitated abuse among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women from regional and remote areas, eSafety 
Commissioner.

666 Singh, S., and Sidhu, J., (2020), ‘Coercive control of money, 
dowry and remittances among Indian migrant women in 
Australia’, South Asian Diaspora, 12(1): 35-50.

667 Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on women’s 
‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings from 
a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

668 Singh, S., and Sidhu, J., (2020), ‘Coercive control of money, 
dowry and remittances among Indian migrant women in 
Australia’, South Asian Diaspora, 12(1): 35-50.

669 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

670 Bellew, K., (2005), ‘Silent Suffering: Uncovering 
and Understanding Domestic Violence in Affluent 
Communities’, Women’s Rights Law Reporters, 26: 39-52.

671 Bhuyan, R., Mell, M., Senturia, K., Sullivan, M., Shiu-
Thornton, S., (2005), ‘“Women Must Endure According to 
Their Karma”: Cambodian Immigrant Women Talk About 
Domestic Violence’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
20(8): 902-921.



160

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

672 Dasgupta, S. and Warrier, S., (1996), ‘In the Footsteps 
of “Arundhati”: Asian Indian Women’s Experience of 
Domestic Violence in the United States’, Violence Against 
Women, 2(3): 238-259.

673 Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on women’s 
‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings from 
a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

674 Ibid.
675 Wetterson, K.B., Rudolph, S.E., Faul, K., Gallagher, K., 

Trangsrud, H.B., Adams, K., Graham, S., Terrance, C., 
(2004), ‘Freedom Through Self-Sufficiency: A Qualitative 
Examination of the Impact of Domesic Violence on the 
Working Lives of Women in Shelter’, Journal of Counselling 
Psychology, 51(4): 447-462.

676 Ibid.
677 Hutabaedya, B., (2013), Domestic Violence: An Exploration 

of Wife Abuse in Thailand, Charles Stuart University.
678 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 

Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

679 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

680 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

681 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

682 Hammi, S. (2019), “As long as he can provide”: A 
qualitative case study exploring women’s and men’s 
attitudes towards economic intimate partner violence in 
Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

683 Ibid.
684 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 

Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

685 Pittman, T.M., (2010), The legacy of domestic violence: 
how the dynamics of abuse continue beyond separation, 
University of Tasmania.

686 Banks, J., and Waters, J., (2022), ‘An examination of the 
interrelationship between disordered gambling and 
intimate partner violence’, The International Review of 
Victimology, https://doi.org/10.1177%2F02697580211065508 

687 Ibid. 
688 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 

Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

689 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

690 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda : a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

691 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

692 Cares, A.C., and Cusick, G.R., (2012), ‘Risks and 
Opportunities of Faith and Culture: The Case of Abused 
Jewish Women’, Journal of Family Violence, 27(5): 427-435.

693 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

694 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

695 Kyriakakis, S., Araujo Dawson, B., Edmond, T., (2012), 
‘Mexican Immigrant Survivors of Intimate Partner 
Violence: Conceptualization and Descriptions of Abuse’, 
Violence and Victims, 27(4): 548-562.

696 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

697 McIlwaine, C., Granada, L., and Valenzuela-Oblitas, I., 
(2019), The Right To Be Believed: Migrant women facing 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) in the ‘hostile 
immigration environment’ in London, Latin American 
Women’s Rights Service.

698 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

699 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

700 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Soloman Islands, Australian 
National University.

701 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

702 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

703 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS., 

704 Pitman, T.M., (2010), The legacy of domestic violence : 
how the dynamics of abuse continue beyond separation, 
University of Tasmania.

https://doi.org/10.1177%2F02697580211065508


161

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

705 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

706 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

707 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

708 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

709 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

710 Alsaker, K., Moen, B.E., Baste, V., Morken, T., (2016), ‘How 
Has Living with Intimate Partner Violence Affected the 
Work Situation? A Qualitative Study among Abused 
Women in Norway’, Journal of Family Violence, 31: 479-
487.

711 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

712 Rayner-Thomas, M.M., (2013), The Impacts of Domestic 
Violence and Workers and the Workplace, The University 
of Auckland.

713 Duhaney, P., (2021), ‘Criminalized Black Women’s 
Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence in 
Canada’, Violence Against Women, https://doi.
org/10.1177/10778012211035791

714 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

715 Wettersen, K.B., Rudolph, S.E., Faul, K., Gallagher, K., 
Trangsrud, H.B., Adams, K., Graham, S., Terrance, C., 
(2004), ‘Freedom Through Self-Sufficiency: A Qualitative 
Examination of the Impact of Domesic Violence on the 
Working Lives of Women in Shelter’, Journal of Counselling 
Psychology, 51(4): 447-462.

716 Malinga, T., (2018), Exploring the lived experiences of 
low-income single Batswana mothers: A narrative inquiry, 
University of Illinois

717 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

718 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

719 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

720 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 
of freedom: how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

721 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
722 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 

Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

723 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

724 Katz, E., (2019), ‘Coercive Control, Domestic Violence, and 
a Five-Factor Framework: Five Factors That Influence 
Closeness, Distance, and Strain in Mother-Child 
Relationships’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 1829-1853.

725 Harvard, T.E., and Lefevre, M., (2020), ‘Beyond the Power 
and Control Wheel: how abusive men manipulate mobile 
phone technologies to facilitate coercive control’, Journal 
of Gender-Based Violence, 4(2): 223-239.

726 Woodlock, D., (2017), ‘The Abuse of Technology in 
Domestic Violence and Stalking’, Violence Against Women, 
23(5): 584-602.

727 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

728 Callaghan, J.E.M., Alexander, J.H., Sixsmith, J., Fellin, L.C., 
(2018), ‘Beyond ‘Witnessing’: Children’s Experiences of 
Coercive Control in Domestic Violence and Abuse’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 33(10): 1551-1581.

729 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

730 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

731 Fitzgerald, A.J., Barrett, B.J., Gray, A., Cheung, C.H., (2020), 
‘The Connection Between Animal Abuse, Emotional 
Abuse, and Financial Abuse in Intimate Relationships: 
Evidence From a Nationally Representative Sample of the 
General Public’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(5-
6):2331-2353.

732 Ibid.
733 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 

Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Rise Women’s Legal Centre.

https://doi.org/10.1177/10778012211035791
https://doi.org/10.1177/10778012211035791


162

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

734 Newberry, M., (2017), ‘Pets in danger: Exploring the 
link between domestic violence and animal abuse’, 
Aggression and Violent Behaviour, 34: 273-281.

735 Ibid.
736 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 

Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

737 Anyemedu, A., Tenkorang, E.Y., Dold, P., (2020), ‘Ghanaian 
Women’s Knowledge and Perceptions of Services 
Available to Victims of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 682

738 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan.

739 Abramsky, T., Lees, S., Stöckl, H., Harvey, S., Kapinga, 
I., Ranganathan, M., Mshana, G., Kapiga, S., (2019), 
‘Women’s income and risk of intimate partner violence: 
secondary findings from the MAISHA cluster randomised 
trial in North-Western Tanzania’, BMC Public Health, 19:1-
15.

740 Dore, E.C., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Miedema, S.S., 
Talukder, A., Hoover, A., Yount, K.M., (2022), ‘Men’s use of 
economic coercion against women in rural Bangladesh’, 
Psychology of Violence, 12(3), 183–193.

741 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

742 Galvez, G., Mankowski, E.S., McGlade, M.S., Ruiz, M.E., 
(2011), ‘Work-related intimate partner violence among 
employed immigrants from Mexico’, Psychology of Men 
and Masculinity, 12(3): 230-246.

743 Anyemedu, A., Tenkorang, E.Y., Dold, P., (2020), ‘Ghanaian 
Women’s Knowledge and Perceptions of Services 
Available to Victims of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 682

744 Miedema, S.S., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Talkukder, 
A., Dore, E.C., Yount, K.M., (2021), ‘Women’s Income-
generating Activity and Experiences of Economic Intimate 
Partner Violence in Rural Bangladesh’, Sex Roles, 85: 373-
390.

745 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

746 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

747 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

748 Chipanga, S., (2013), An investigation into the factors 
associated with intimate partner violence and their 
effects among women in Zimbabwe. a case study of 
Musasa clients, Bindura University of Science Education.

749 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

750 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

751 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

752 Branigan, E., (2007), ‘‘Who Pays in the End?’: The Personal 
and Political Implications of Financial Abuse of Women 
in Intimate Partner Relationships‘, Just Policy: A Journal of 
Australian Social Policy, 44: 31-36.

753 Ibid.
754 ASPIRE project, (2016), Financial abuse and immigrant 

women, ANROWS.
755 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Mainey, L., (2021), 

‘How gambling by a male partner contributes to 
intimate partner violence against women: a gendered 
perspective’, International Gambling Studies, 22(1): 82-101.

756 Lees, S., Kyegombe, N., Diatta, A., Zogrone, A., Roy, S., 
Hidrobo, M., (2021), ‘Intimate Partner Relationships and 
Gender Norms in Mali: The Scope of Cash Transfers 
Targeted to Men to Reduce Intimate Partner Violence’, 
Violence Against Women, 27(3-4): 447-469.

757 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

758 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

759 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

760 Aisyah, S., and Parker, L., (2014), ‘Problematic 
Conjugations: Women’s Agency, Marriage and Domestic 
Violence in Indonesia’, Asian Studies Review, 38(2): 205-
223.

761 Ibid.
762 Bisdee, D., Daly, T., and Price, D., (2012), ‘Behind Closed 

Doors: Older Couples and the Gendered Management 
of Household Money’, Social Policy and Society, 12(1): 163-
174.

763 Ibid.



163

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

764 Dore, E.C., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Miedema, S.S., 
Talukder, A., Hoover, A., Yount, K.M., (2022), ‘Men’s use of 
economic coercion against women in rural Bangladesh’, 
Psychology of Violence, 12(3), 183–193.

765 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

766 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

767 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

768 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

769 Sharp-Jeffs, N. and Learmouth, S., (2017), Into Plain 
Sight. How economic abuse is reflected in successful 
prosecutions of controlling or coercive behaviour, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

770 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

771 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

772 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

773 Geary, J., (2014), ‘Counting the costs of financial abuse’, 
DVRCV Advocate, Autumn/Winter 2014(1): 30-32.

774 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

775 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

776 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

777 An Guest, F., Marx, D., van den Berg, W., (2021), State of 
South Africa’s Fathers 2021, Sonke Gender Justice.

778 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2015), Building effective policies 
and services to promote women’s economic security 
following domestic violence: state of knowledge paper, 
ANROWS.

779 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse

780 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

781 Miedema, S.S., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Talkukder, 
A., Dore, E.C., Yount, K.M., (2021), ‘Women’s Income-
generating Activity and Experiences of Economic Intimate 
Partner Violence in Rural Bangladesh’, Sex Roles, 85: 373-
390.

782 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

783 Mirtneh, K., (2014), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Fofa Village Of Yem Special District: 
Experiences And Coping Mechanisms Of Women 
Survivors, St Mary’s University.

784 Biswas, C.S., Pal, M., Bharati, P., (2022), ‘Violence against 
women in West Bengal: its extent and causes’, Journal of 
Gender-Based Violence, 6(1): 149-171.

785 Stam, A., ‘Migration-related Vulnerability: the Example 
of Domestic Violence among Marriage Migrants in the 
Swiss Context ‘, in Heikkilä, E., and Rahut, D., (eds), (2015), 
Marriage Migration and Multicultural  Relationships, 
Institute of Migration.

786 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

787 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Mainey, L., (2021), 
‘How gambling by a male partner contributes to 
intimate partner violence against women: a gendered 
perspective’, International Gambling Studies, 22(1): 82-101.

788 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

789 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 
Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Rise Women’s Legal Centre.

790 Ibid.
791 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 

Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

792 Young Um, M., Kim, H.J., and Palinkas, L.A., (2016), 
‘Correlates of Domestic Violence Victimization Among 
North Korean Refugee Women in South Korea’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 33(13): 2037-2058.

793 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

794 Svoboda, D.K.V., (2012), An Intrinsic Case Study of a 
Domestic Violence Organization’s Promotion of Economic 
Justice for Survivors, University of Maryland.

795 Ibid.
796 Ibid.



164

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

797 McIlwaine, C., Granada, L., and Valenzuela-Oblitas, I., 
(2019), The Right To Be Believed: Migrant women facing 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) in the ‘hostile 
immigration environment’ in London, Latin American 
Women’s Rights Service.

798 Chowbey, P., (2017), ‘Women’s narratives of economic 
abuse and financial strategies in Britain and South Asia’, 
Psychology of Violence, 7(3): 459-468.

799 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

800 Sulaiman Azad, M., (2021), ‘Experiences of domestic 
abuse within the South Asian community’, Journal of 
Global Faultlines, 8(1): 50-68.

801 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

802 Vidal, L., and Saca, P., (2018), Submission to the Senate 
Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: 
The practice of dowry and the incidence of dowry abuse 
in Australia, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand and 
inTouch Multicultural Centre Against Family Violence.

803 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

804 Galvez, G., Mankowski, E.S., McGlade, M.S., Ruiz, M.E., 
(2011), ‘Work-related intimate partner violence among 
employed immigrants from Mexico’, Psychology of Men 
and Masculinity, 12(3): 230-246.

805 Mirza, N., (2015), Family Abuse In Scotland Contesting 
Universalisations and Reconceptualising Agency, 
University of Edinburgh.

806 Midlarsky, E., Venkataramani-Kothari, A., and Plante, 
M., (2006), ‘Domestic Violence in the Chinese and South 
Asian Immigrant Communities’, Violence and Exploitation 
Against Women and Girls, 1087(1): 279-300.

807 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

808 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

809 Ibid.
810 Refuge, (2008), Addressing the financial needs of women 

and children experiencing domestic violence, London: 
Refuge.

811 Vidal, L., and Saca, P., (2018), Submission to the Senate 
Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: 
The practice of dowry and the incidence of dowry abuse 
in Australia, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand and 
inTouch Multicultural Centre Against Family Violence.

812 Merali, N., ‘Money is the Root of All Evil: Modern-
Day Dowries in South Asian International Arranged 
Marriages’, in Safdar, S., Kosakowska-Berezecka, N., (eds), 
(2015), Psychology of Gender Through the Lens of Culture, 
Springer.

813 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

814 Parliament of New South Wales, (2021), Coercive control 
in domestic relationships, Joint Select Committee on 
Coercive Control.

815 Anitha, S., Yalamarty, H., and Roy, A., (2018), ‘Changing 
nature and emerging patterns of domestic violence in 
global contexts: Dowry abuse and the transnational 
abandonment of wives in India’, Women’s Studies 
International Forum, 69: 67-75.

816 O’Connor, M., and Asthana, M.S., (2015), Refusal to 
Comply with Demands for Dowry Contributes to Family 
Violence and Death in Victoria, Australasian Centre for 
Human Rights and Health.

817 McIlwaine, C., Granada, L., and Valenzuela-Oblitas, I., 
(2019), The Right To Be Believed: Migrant women facing 
Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) in the ‘hostile 
immigration environment’ in London, Latin American 
Women’s Rights Service.

818 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse

819 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

820 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 
Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

821 Ibid.
822 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 

Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

823 Ibid.
824 Parliament of New South Wales, (2021), Coercive control 

in domestic relationships, Joint Select Committee on 
Coercive Control.

825 Ibid.
826 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

827 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  



165

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

828 Ibid.  
829 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 

security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition.

830 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

831 Howard, M., and Bennett, F., (2021), Distribution of Money 
within the Household and Current Social Security Issues 
for Couples in the UK, Women’s Budget Group.

832 Mosher, J.E., (2004), Walking on Eggshells: Abused 
Women’s Experiences of Ontario’s Welfare System, York 
University.

833 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 
security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition.

834 Sleep, L., (2019), Domestic violence, social security and the 
couple rule, ANROWS.

835 Cameron, S., and Forbes, L., (2021), Debt, Duress And 
Dob-Ins: Centrelink compliance processes and domestic 
violence, Economic Justice Australia., 

836 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalence In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

837 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

838 Moe, A. and Bell, M., (2004), ‘Abject Economics: The 
Effects of Battering and Violence on Women’s Work and 
Employability’, Violence Against Women, 10(1): 29-55.

839 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

840 Bellew, K., (2005), ‘Silent Suffering: Uncovering 
and Understanding Domestic Violence in Affluent 
Communities’, Women’s Rights Law Reporters, 26: 39-52.

841 UN Women, (2019), Progress Of The World’s Women 
2019–2020, UN Women.

842 Deo, S., (2021), The Road to Resilience in a Post-COVID 
World: Stronger Land Rights for Women, Available at: 
https://avpn.asia/blog/the-road-to-resilience-in-a-post-
covid-world-stronger-land-rights-for-women/ 

843 Ibid.
844 Oxfam, Gender justice and women’s rights, Available at: 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/what-we-do/issues/gender-
justice-and-womens-rights 

845 World Bank Group, (2022), Women, Business and the Law 
2022, Washington DC: The World Bank.

846 KPMG, (2020), Literature and desktop review: preventing 
the financial abuse of women, Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet.

847 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

848 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 
Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Rise Women’s Legal Centre.

849 Smythe, D., and Artz, L., (2005), ‘Money matters: structural 
problems with implementing the DVA’, Agenda, 19(66): 24-
33.

850 Adelman, M., (2000), ‘No Way Out: Divorce-Related 
Domestic Violence in Israel’, Violence Against Women, 
6(11): 1223-1254.

851 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

852 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

853 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

854 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

855 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

856 Maudeni, T., (2002), ‘Wife Abuse Among a Sample of 
Divorced Women in Botswana: A Research Note’, Violence 
Against Women, 8(2): 257-274.

857 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

858 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

859 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

860 Fehlberg, B., and Milward, C., (2014), Family violence and 
financial outcomes after parental separation, Australian 
Institute of Family Studies.

861 Curran, E. and Bonthuys, E., (2005), ‘Customary Law and 
Domestic Violence in Rural South African Communities’, 
South African Journal on Human Rights, 21(4): 607-635.

862 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

https://avpn.asia/blog/the-road-to-resilience-in-a-post-covid-world-stronger-land-rights-for-women/
https://avpn.asia/blog/the-road-to-resilience-in-a-post-covid-world-stronger-land-rights-for-women/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/what-we-do/issues/gender-justice-and-womens-rights
https://www.oxfam.org/en/what-we-do/issues/gender-justice-and-womens-rights


166

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

863 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

864 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

865 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Hidden hurt: The impact of post-
separation financial violence in Aotearoa New Zealand’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 282-303.

866 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 
Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877. 

867 Vidal, L., and Saca, P., (2018), Submission to the Senate 
Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: 
The practice of dowry and the incidence of dowry abuse 
in Australia, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand and 
inTouch Multicultural Centre Against Family Violence.

868 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

869 UN Women, (2019), Progress Of The World’s Women 
2019–2020, UN Women.

870 Cares, A.C., and Cusick, G.R., (2012), ‘Risks and 
Opportunities of Faith and Culture: The Case of Abused 
Jewish Women’, Journal of Family Violence, 27(5): 427-435.

871 Aghtaie, N., Mulvihill, N., Abrahams, H., and Hester, 
M., (2020), ‘Defining and Enabling ‘Justice’ for Victims/
Survivors of Domestic Violence and Abuse’, Religion & 
Gender, 10(2): 155-181.

872 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

873 Crisp, J., and Hunter, R., (2019), ‘Domestic abuse in 
financial remedy applications’, Family Law Journal, 
December [2019]: 1440-1446.

874 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

875 Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

876 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

877 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2015), Building effective policies 
and services to promote women’s economic security 
following domestic violence: state of knowledge paper, 
ANROWS.

878  Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

879 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

880 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

881 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

882 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

883 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system, Swinburne University of Technology, 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

884 Douglas, H., and Nagesh, R., (2021), ‘Domestic and family 
violence, child support and ‘the exemption’’, Journal of 
Family Studies, 27(4): 540-555.

885 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2): 261-
277.

886 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

887 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 

6(2): 261-277.
888 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 

Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

889 Warren, A., Marchant, T., Schulze, D., and Chung, 
D., (2019), ‘From Economic Abuse to Economic 
Empowerment: Piloting a Financial Literacy Curriculum 
With Women Who Have Experienced Domestic and 
Family Violence’, Affilia, 34(4): 498-517.

890 Cares, A.C., and Cusick, G.R., (2012), ‘Risks and 
Opportunities of Faith and Culture: The Case of Abused 
Jewish Women’, Journal of Family Violence, 27(5): 427-435.

891 Dehan, N., and Levi, Z., (2009), ‘Spiritual Abuse: An 
Additional Dimension of Abuse Experienced by Abused 
Haredi (Ultraorthodox) Jewish Wives’, Violence Against 
Women, 15(11): 1294-1310.

892 Ibid.



167

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

893 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

894 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

895 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
896 Ibid.
897 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

898 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

899 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

900 Ibid.
901 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

902 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
903 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

904 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

905 Njoroge, D.W., (2018), Economic Effects Of Financial 
Abuse And The Coping Mechanisms Of Women In 
Intimate Relationships In Kahawa Sukari Location, Ruiru 
Constituency, Central Kenya, University of Nairobi.

906 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda : a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

907 Ibid.
908 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
909 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

910 Moura Campos, L., Pereira Gomes, N., Damasceno 
de Santana, J., Araújo da Cruz, M., Pereira Gomes, N., 
Chaves Pedreira, L., (2019), ‘Conjugal Violence During 
Pregnancy And Puerperium: Women’s’ Discourse’, REME – 
Rev Min Enferm, 23(e-1230): 1-7.

911 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

912 Orpin, J., Papadopoulos, C., Puthussery, S., (2020), ‘The 
Prevalence of Domestic Violence Among Pregnant 
Women in Nigeria: A Systematic Review’, Trauma, Violence 
& Abuse, 21(1): 3-15.

913 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

914 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Surviving post-separation financial 
violence despite the Family Court: Complex money 
matters as entrapment’, New Zealand Family Law Journal, 
10(2): 1-21.

915 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

916 Ibid.
917 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
918 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 

Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.
919 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 

in young adult relationships, RMIT.
920 Mahenge, B., Stöckl, H., Abubakari, A., Mbwambo, J., Jahn, 

A., (2016), ‘Physical, Sexual, Emotional and Economic 
Intimate Partner Violence and Controlling Behaviors 
during Pregnancy and Postpartum among Women in Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania’, PLOS ONE, 11(10): 1-10.

921 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

922 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

923 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

924 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

925 Bisdee, D., Daly, T., and Price, D., (2012), ‘Behind Closed 
Doors: Older Couples and the Gendered Management 
of Household Money’, Social Policy and Society, 12(1): 163-
174.



168

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

926 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
927 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

928 Ibid.
929 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 

Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.
930 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 

Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

931 Cited in: Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), ‘Understanding the 
economics of abuse: an assessment of the economic 
abuse definition within the Domestic Abuse Bill’, Journal of 
Gender-Based Violence, 5(1): 163-173: 168.

932 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2017), Supporting Survivors of Financial 
Abuse: Learning for the UK, London: Surviving Economic 
Abuse.

933 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

934 Vaughan, C., Davis, E., Murdolo, A., Chen, J., Murray, 
L., Quiazon, R., Block, K., Warr, D., (2019), Promoting 
community-led responses to violence against immigrant 
and refugee women in metropolitan and regional 
Australia. The ASPIRE project: research report, Australia’s 
National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety.

935 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 
Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Rise Women’s Legal Centre.

936 Cited in: Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual 
Unions, Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against 
Women in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

937 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

938 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

939 Pomicino, L., Beltramini, L., Romito, P., (2019), ‘Freeing 
Oneself From Intimate Partner Violence: A Follow-Up of 
Women Who Contacted an Anti-violence Center in Italy’, 
Violence Against Women, 25(8): 925-944.

940 Zaldívar-Cerón, A., Gurrola-Peña, G.M., Balcázar-Nava, 
P., Moysén-Chima, A., Esquivel-Santoveña, E.E., (2015), 
‘Separated women in light of intimate partner violence by 
ex-partners. Thowards its characterization’, CienciaUAT, 
10(1): 83-92.

941 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Surviving post-separation financial 
violence despite the Family Court: Complex money 
matters as entrapment’, New Zealand Family Law Journal, 
10(2): 1-21.

942 An Guest, F., Marx, D., van den Berg, W., (2021), State of 
South Africa’s Fathers 2021, Sonke Gender Justice.

943 Human Rights Watch, (2014), Shattered Dreams: Impact 
of Spain’s Housing Crisis on Vulnerable Groups, Human 
Rights Watch.

944 Wilkund, M., (2021), The Cashless Society – Possible 
Impacts For Women Experiencing Economic Abuse, 
Malmö University.

945 Seith, C., (2001), ‘Security Matters: Domestic Violence and 
Public Social Services’, Violence Against Women, 7(7): 799-
820.

946 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge

947 Toews, M.L, and Bermea, A.M., (2017), ‘“I Was Naive in 
Thinking, ‘I Divorced This Man, He Is Out of My Life’”: 
A Qualitative Exploration of PostSeparation Power 
and Control Tactics Experienced by Women’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(14): 2166-2189.

948 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili.

949 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

950 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

951 Abdulla, N.H., (2020), Assessment of Domestic Violence 
in Zanzibar: A Case Study of Four Selected Shehias in 
Micheweni District, University of Tanzania.

952 Purdam, K., and Prattley, J., (2020), ‘Financial Debt 
Amongst Older Women in the UK - Shame, Abuse and 
Resilience’, Ageing & Society, 41(8): 1810-1832.

953 Cited in: Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to 
study service responses to women experiencing or 
escaping domestic financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, 
Winston Churchill Memorial Trust.

954 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
955 Ibid.
956 Ibid.
957 Ibid.
958 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

959 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.



169

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

960 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 
of freedom: how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

961 Humphreys, C., and Thiara, R., (2003), ‘Neither justice 
nor protection: women’s experiences of post-separation 
violence’, Journal of Social Welfare and Family Law, 25(3): 
195-214.

962 ECOVIO, (2020), WP2: Determining The Scope Of The 
Economic Abuse Context And Analysis Of Results: 
Systematic Review, ECOVIO.

963 Sullivan, C.M., Strom, J., Sheridan-Fulton, E., (2019), 
Evaluation of a domestic violence rapid re-housing 
program in Houston, Texas: Final report, MSU Research 
Consortium on Gender-Based Violence. 

964 Toews, M.L, and Bermea, A.M., (2017), ‘“I Was Naive in 
Thinking, ‘I Divorced This Man, He Is Out of My Life’”: 
A Qualitative Exploration of PostSeparation Power 
and Control Tactics Experienced by Women’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(14): 2166-2189.

965 Jaffe, P.G., Crooks, C.V., Poisson, S.E., (2003), ‘Common 
Misconceptions in Addressing Domestic Violence in Child 
Custody Disputes’, Juvenile Family Court, 54(4): 57-67.

966 Roy, V., Thibault, S., Tudeau, C., Fournier, C., Champagne, 
C., (2022), ‘Intimate Partner Violence Among Gay Men 
and Its Consequences in a Separation Context’, Partner 
Abuse, 13(1): 77-99. 

967 Fehlberg, B., and Milward, C., (2014), Family violence and 
financial outcomes after parental separation, Australian 
Institute of Family Studies.

968 Glinski, J., (2021), Post-Separation Economic Power and 
Control, Available at: https://www.theduluthmodel.
org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Post-Separation-
Economic-P-and-C-Univesity-of-Glasgow.pdf 

969 Domestic Violence Intervention Programs, (1984), Power 
and Control Wheel, Minnesota; Duluth.

970 Ibid.
971 Matthews, S., Abrahams, N., (2001), Combining Stories 

and Numbers: An Analysis of the Impact of the Domestic 
Violence, The Gender Advocacy Programme & The 
Medical Research Council.

972 Chingkhannem Tonsing, J., (2014), ‘Conceptualizing 
Partner Abuse Among South Asian Women in Hong Kong’, 
Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 25(3): 281-289.

973 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
974 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

975 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

976 YWCA, (2012), Young women and financial abuse, YWCA.

977 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

978 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

979 O’Mullan, C., Hing, N., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, 
L., (2021), ‘Strengthening the Service Experiences of 
Women Impacted by Gambling-related Intimate Partner 
Violence’, BMC Public Health, https://doi.org/10.21203/
rs.3.rs-863159/v1 

980 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 
Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Rise Women’s Legal Centre.

981 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

982 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.  

983 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Surviving post-separation financial 
violence despite the Family Court: Complex money 
matters as entrapment’, New Zealand Family Law Journal, 
10(2): 1-21.

984 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

985 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 
work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

986 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

987 Ibid.
988 Dore, E.C., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Miedema, S.S., 

Talukder, A., Hoover, A., Yount, K.M., (2022), ‘Men’s use of 
economic coercion against women in rural Bangladesh’, 
Psychology of Violence, 12(3), 183–193.

989 Anyemedu, A., Tenkorang, E.Y., Dold, P., (2020), ‘Ghanaian 
Women’s Knowledge and Perceptions of Services 
Available to Victims of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 682-706.

990 Wands, Z.E., and Mirzoev, T., (2022), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence Against Indigenous Women in Sololá, 
Guatemala: Qualitative Insights Into Perspectives of 
Service Providers’, Violence Against Women, 28(1): 150-
168.

991 Aisyah, S., and Parker, L., (2014), ‘Problematic 
Conjugations: Women’s Agency, Marriage and Domestic 
Violence in Indonesia’, Asian Studies Review, 38(2): 205-
223.

https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Post-Separation-Economic-P-and-C-Univesity-of-Glasgow.pdf
https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Post-Separation-Economic-P-and-C-Univesity-of-Glasgow.pdf
https://www.theduluthmodel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Post-Separation-Economic-P-and-C-Univesity-of-Glasgow.pdf
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-863159/v1
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-863159/v1


170

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

992 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

993 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalance In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

994 Usta, J., Makarem, N.N., Habib, R.R., (2013), ‘Economic 
Abuse in Lebanon: Experiences and Perceptions’, Violence 
Against Women, 19(3): 356-375.

995 Lees, S., Kyegombe, N., Diatta, A., Zogrone, A., Roy, S., 
Hidrobo, M., (2021), ‘Intimate Partner Relationships and 
Gender Norms in Mali: The Scope of Cash Transfers 
Targeted to Men to Reduce Intimate Partner Violence’, 
Violence Against Women, 27(3-4): 447-469.

996 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

997 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

998 Matthews, S., Abrahams, N., (2001), Combining Stories 
and Numbers: An Analysis of the Impact of the Domestic 
Violence, The Gender Advocacy Programme & The 
Medical Research Council.

999 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1000 Hutabaedya, B., (2013), Domestic Violence: An Exploration 
of Wife Abuse in Thailand, Charles Stuart University.

1001 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1002 Voth Schrag, R.J., (2019), ‘Experiences of Economic Abuse 
in the Community: Listening to Survivor Voices’, Affilia, 
34(3): 313-324.

1003 Hammi, S. (2019), “As long as he can provide”: A 
qualitative case study exploring women’s and men’s 
attitudes towards economic intimate partner violence in 
Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

1004 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

1005 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

1006 Ibid.
1007 Ibid.
1008 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1009 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1010 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1011 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1012 Ibid.
1013 Ibid.
1014 Banerjee, S., Kallakuru, R.R., Kumar, Y., Pai, M., Kumar, 

N., Tushaus, D., (2016), ‘Conducting A Community 
Needs Assessment: A Student-Client Approach To 
Clinic Research’, International Journal of Clinical Legal 
Education, 23: 52-86.

1015 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

1016 Akar, T., Aksakal, F.N., Demirel, B., Durukan, E., Özkan, 
S., (2010), ‘The Prevalence of Domestic Violence Against 
Women Among a Group Woman: Ankara, Turkey’, Journal 
of Family Violence, 25: 449-460., 

1017 Asma, B., (2017), Financial Abuse of Working Women in 
Algeria, University of Abd Alhamid Ibn.

1018 Faridah, J., and Hejar, A.R., (2019), ‘Predictors Of 
Knowledge On Domestic Violence Among Pregnant 
Women Attending District Health Clinics’, International 
Journal of Public Health and Clinical Sciences, 6(2): 202-
214.

1019 Abdulla, N.H., (2020), Assessment of Domestic Violence 
in Zanzibar: A Case Study of Four Selected Shehias in 
Micheweni District, University of Tanzania.

1020 Odebode, A.A., Oniye, A.O., Akangbe, Z.A., (2018), ‘Patterns 
of Domestic Violence as Expressed By Married People 
in Ilorin Metropolis Nigeria: Implications for Marital and 
Health Counsellors’, Journal of The Open University of 
Tanzania, 25(1): 55-75.

1021 Shah, S.H., Rajani, K., Kataria, L., Trivedi, A., Patel, S., 
Mehta, K., (2012), ‘Perception and prevalence of domestic 
violence in the study population’, Indian Psychiatry 
Journal, 21(2): 137-143.



171

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1022 Kutin, J., Reid, M. and Russell, R., (2019), ‘What is this 
thing called money? Economic abuse in young adult 
relationships’, Journal of Social Marketing, 9(1): 111-128.

1023 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

1024 Kutin, J., Reid, M. and Russell, R., (2019), ‘What is this 
thing called money? Economic abuse in young adult 
relationships’, Journal of Social Marketing, 9(1): 111-128.

1025 Ibid.
1026 Ibid.
1027 Ibid.
1028 Ibid.
1029 Ibid.
1030 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1031 Cited in: Christy, K., and Valandra, (2017), ‘A Multi-Systems 

Life Course Perspective of Economic Abuse’, Advances in 
Social Work, 18(1): 80-102.

1032 NatWest, (2021), NatWest review highlights measures 
needed to tackle coercive debt, Available at: https://
www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-
highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html

1033 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

1034 Anyemedu, A., Tenkorang, E.Y., Dold, P., (2020), ‘Ghanaian 
Women’s Knowledge and Perceptions of Services 
Available to Victims of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 682-706.

1035 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalance In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

1036 Aisyah, S., and Parker, L., (2014), ‘Problematic 
Conjugations: Women’s Agency, Marriage and Domestic 
Violence in Indonesia’, Asian Studies Review, 38(2): 205-
223.

1037 Chipange, S., (2013), An investigation into the factors 
associated with intimate partner violence and their 
effects among women in Zimbabwe. a case study of 
Musasa clients, Bindura University of Science Education.

1038 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1039 Cited in Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic 
and Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Sydney: Gendered Violence Research Network. 

1040 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1041 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1042 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

1043 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

1044 Fawole, O.I., Van Wyk, J.M., (2013), ‘Training on prevention 
of violence against women in the medical curriculum at 
the University of Ibadan, Nigeria’, African Journal of Health 
Professions Education, 5(2): 75-79.

1045 Durduran, Y., Okaa, B., Karaoğlu, N., Yildirim Öztürk, E.N., 
(2021), ‘Domestic Violence Against Women: The Views 
and Practices of Medical Faculty Nurses’, Ordu University 
Journal of Nursing Studies, 4(1): 56-63.

1046 Sharp-Jeffs, N. and Learmouth, S., (2017), Into Plain 
Sight. How economic abuse is reflected in successful 
prosecutions of controlling or coercive behaviour, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1047 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1048 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

1049 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

1050 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1051 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1052 Chowbey, P., (2017), ‘Women’s narratives of economic 
abuse and financial strategies in Britain and South Asia’, 
Psychology of Violence, 7(3): 459-468.

1053 Breckenridge, J., (2021), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in First Nations Communities, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1054 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html
https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html
https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html


172

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1055 Office of the Manhattan Borough President, (2012), 
Economic Abuse: The Untold Cost of Domestic Violence, 
Manhattan: Office of the Manhattan Borough President.

1056 Ibid.
1057 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1058 O’Mullan, C., Hing, N., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, 
L., (2021), ‘Strengthening the Service Experiences of 
Women Impacted by Gambling-related Intimate Partner 
Violence’, BMC Public Health, https://doi.org/10.21203/
rs.3.rs-863159/v1

1059 Sagesse, (2018), No One Deserves To Be Abused: An 
inquiry to inform the development of supports for affluent 
survivors, Sagesse. 

1060 Glenn, R., and Kutin, J., (2021), Economic Abuse In 
Australia: Perceptions and experience, Centre for 
Women’s Economic Safety.

1061 Ibid.
1062 Ibid.
1063 Ibid.
1064 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 

W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

1065 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

1066 Njoroge, D.W., (2018), Economic Effects Of Financial 
Abuse And The Coping Mechanisms Of Women In 
Intimate Relationships In Kahawa Sukari Location, Ruiru 
Constituency, Central Kenya, University of Nairobi.

1067 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

1068 Matthews, S., Abrahams, N., (2001), Combining Stories 
and Numbers: An Analysis of the Impact of the Domestic 
Violence, The Gender Advocacy Programme & The 
Medical research Council.

1069 Kurebwa, M., (2015), ‘Thorns in the home: a Case of 
Gweru District’, Research on Humanities and Social 
Sciences, 5(14): 91-97.

1070 Retief, R., and Green, S., (2015), ‘Some challenges in 
policing domestic violence’, Social Work/Maatskaplike 
Werk, 50(1): 135-147.

1071 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1072 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.

1073 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1074 Ibid.
1075 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1076 Ibid.
1077 Ibid.
1078 Ibid.
1079 Ibid.
1080 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 

Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.
1081 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 

women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1082 Ibid.
1083 Kutin, J., Reid, M. and Russell, R., (2019), ‘What is this 

thing called money? Economic abuse in young adult 
relationships’, Journal of Social Marketing, 9(1): 111-128.

1084 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

1085 Durfee, A., and Messing, J.T., (2012), ‘Characteristics 
Related to Protection Order Use Among Victims of 
Intimate Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 18(6): 
701-710.

1086 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1087 Ibid.
1088 Ibid.
1089 Ibid.
1090 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 

Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1091 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430.

1092 Sauber, E.W., (2015), The role of resource loss in the 
psychological and economic well-being of survivors of 
intimate partner violence, University of Maryland.

1093 Stylianou, A.M., (2016), The impact of economic abuse 
on depressive symptoms among survivors of intimate 
partner violence, Rutgers University.

1094 Soibatian, C.V., (2017), Exploring Ecological Factors 
Influencing Economic Advocacy for Domestic Violence 
Survivors Domestic Violence Survivors, DePaul University.

1095 Ibid.

https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-863159/v1
https://doi.org/10.21203/rs.3.rs-863159/v1


173

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1096 Ponce, F., (2003), Domestic violence as a barrier to 
economic self-sufficiency, California State University.

1097 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1098 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), New data 
shows victim-survivors of economic abuse are 
left with long-lasting harm, Available at: https://
survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-
survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-
harm/ 

1099 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1100 Ibid.
1101 Ibid.
1102 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 

Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.
1103 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 

women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1104 Ibid.
1105 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 

for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1106 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 
security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition. 

1107 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020),‘The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1108 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1109 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange. 

1110 Malinga, T., (2018), Exploring the lived experiences of 
low-income single Batswana mothers: A narrative inquiry, 
University of Illinois.

1111 Mosher, J.E., (2004), Walking on Eggshells: Abused 
Women’s Experiences of Ontario’s Welfare System, York 
University.

1112 Wands, Z.E., and Mirzoev, T., (2022), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence Against Indigenous Women in Sololá, 
Guatemala: Qualitative Insights Into Perspectives of 
Service Providers’, Violence Against Women, 28(1): 150-
168.

1113 Vranda, M.N., (2013), ‘Exploring Domestic Violence in an 
Indian Setting’, Indian Journal of Gender Studies, 20(1): 
135-146.

1114 Van Gelder, N., Ligthart, S., Astro, L., Oertelt-Prigione, 
S., (2021), ‘Economic abuse amongst Dutch women 
(formerly) victimised by intimate partner violence and 
abuse: A mixed methods approach’, Tijdschrift voor 
Genderstudies, 24(2): 89-107.

1115 Zakirova, V., (2005), ‘War against the Family: Domestic 
Violence and Human Rights in Russia - A View from the 
Bashkortostan Republic’, Current Sociology, 53(1): 75-91.

1116 Mannell., J., and Jackson, S., (2014), Intimate Partner 
Violence in Rwanda: Women’s Voices, Health, Community 
and Development Group, LSE.

1117 Mrsevic, Z., and Hughes, D.M., (1997), ‘Violence Against 
Women in Belgrade, Serbia: SOS Hotline 1990-1993’, 
Violence Against Women, 3(2): 101-128.

1118 Slabbert, I., (2010), The Experience of Low-Income Female 
Survivors of Domestic Violence, Stellenbosch University.

1119 Cited in: The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility 
and Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation.

1120 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

1121 Nanfuka, E., Turyomuruguendo, F., Ochen, E., Gibbs, G., 
(2020), ‘Leaving a Violent Child Marriage: Experiences of 
Adult Survivors in Uganda’, Social Sciences, 9(10): 1-18.

1122 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1123 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1124 Kurebwa, M., (2015), ‘Thorns in the home: a Case of 
Gweru District’, Research on Humanities and Social 
Sciences, 5(14): 91-97.

1125 Adu-Gyamgi, E., (2014), ‘Challenges Undermining 
Domestic Violence Victims’ Access to Justice in Mampong 
Municipality of Ghana’, Journal of Law, Policy and 
Globalization, 27: 75-90.

1126 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan.

https://survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-harm/
https://survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-harm/
https://survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-harm/
https://survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-harm/


174

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1127 Storer, H.L., Rodriguez, M., Franklin, R., (2021), ‘“Leaving 
Was a Process, Not an Event”: The Lived Experience of 
Dating and Domestic Violence in 140 Characters’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 36(11-12): NP6553-NP6580.

1128 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1129 Kurebwa, M., (2015), ‘Thorns in the home: a Case of 
Gweru District’, Research on Humanities and Social 
Sciences, 5(14): 91-97.

1130 Grigaitė, U., Karalius, M., Jankauskaitė, M., (2019), 
‘Between experience and social ‘norms’, identification 
and compliance: economic and sexual intimate partner 
violence against women in Lithuania’, Journal of Gender-
Based Violence, 3(3): 303-321.

1131 Sukeri, S., and Man, N.N.N., (2017), ‘Escaping domestic 
violence: A qualitative study of women who left their 
abusive husbands’, Journal of Taibah University Medical 
Sciences, 12(6): 477-482.

1132 Mannell., J., and Jackson, S., (2014), Intimate Partner 
Violence in Rwanda: Women’s Voices, Health, Community 
and Development Group, LSE.

1133 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town. 

1134 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 
work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

1135 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1136 Cravens, J.D., Whiting, J.B., Aamar, R.O., (2015), ‘Why I 

Stayed/Left: An Analysis of Voices of Intimate Partner 
Violence on Social Media’, Contemporary Family Theory, 
37: 372-385.

1137 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation.

1138 Johnson, E.J., Chami, G., Udit, A., (2021), ‘A Study on How 
Domestic Violence Impacts on the Physical, Psychological, 
and Financial Conditions of Women and Children in 
Trinidad and Tobago’, Journal of Human Rights and Social 
Work, 7: 72-83.

1139 Meza, T., (2003), Predicting the outcome behaviors of 
women entering a domestic violence shelter, Arizona 
State University.

1140 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

1141 Vaughan, C., Davis, E., Murdolo, A., Chen, J., Murray, 
L., Quiazon, R., Block, K., Warr, D., (2019), Promoting 
community-led responses to violence against immigrant 
and refugee women in metropolitan and regional 
Australia. The ASPIRE project: research report, Australia’s 
National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety.

1142 Taylor, C.A., and Michael, S., (2020), Gender domestic 
violence and its big bite on small island states- Fiji, 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, The University of the South 
Pacific.

1143 Reddi, M., (2007), ‘Cultural marriage practices and 
domestic violence against women: tears or triumph for 
women in South Africa and India?’, Obiter, 28(3): 502-517.

1144 Ajayi, C.E., and Chantler, K., (2022), ‘The Role of Cultural 
Beliefs, Norms, and Practices in Nigerian Women’s 
Experiences of Sexual Abuse and Violence’, Violence 
Against Women, 28(2): 465-486.

1145 Eves, R., Kouro, G., Simiha, S., Subalik, R., (2018), Do 
No Harm Research: Bougainville, Australian National 
University.

1146 Mesatywa, N.J., (2014), ‘Validating the evidence of violence 
in Partner relationships with regard to Xhosa African 
women’, Social Work/Maatskaplike Werk, 50(2): 235-258.

1147 Littwin, A., (2013), ‘Escaping Battered Credit: A Proposal 
for Repairing Credit Reports Damaged by Domestic 
Violence’, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 161(2): 
363-429.

1148 Midlarsky, E., Venkataramani-Kothari, A., and Plante, 
M., (2006), ‘Domestic Violence in the Chinese and South 
Asian Immigrant Communities’, Violence and Exploitation 
Against Women and Girls, 1087(1): 279-300.

1149 Ortiz-Rodriguez, Y., (2016), Help-Seeking Latina Victims of 
Domestic Violence and the Programs That Serve Them in 
New York City, The City University of New York.

1150 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1151 Rowe, W.S., FakihSutan, N., Dulka, I.M., (2006), ‘A study of 
domestic violence against academic working wives in 
Medan’, International Social Work, 49(1): 41-50.

1152 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

1153 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse, 5.

1154 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Mainey, L., Nuske, E., Breen, 
H., and Taylor, A., (2021), ‘Impacts of Male Intimate 
Partner Violence on Women: A Life Course Perspective’, 
International Journal Environmental Research and Public 
Health, 18(16): 8303.



175

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1155 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

1156 Cited in: Legal and Constitutional Affairs References 
Committee, (2019), Practice of dowry and the incidence 
of dowry, Legal and Constitutional Affairs References 
Committee.

1157 Cited in: Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The 
Different Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on 
Women and Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, 
London: Refuge.  

1158 Ibid.  
1159 Ibid.
1160 Begum, A., (2014), ‘Dowry in Bangladesh: A Search 

from an International Perspective for an Effective Legal 
Approach to Mitigate Women’s Experiences’, Journal of 
International Women’s Studies, 15(2): 249-267.

1161 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

1162 Australian Domestic and Family Violence Death Review 
Network and Australia’s National Research Organisation 
for Women’s Safety, (2022), Australian Domestic and 
Family Violence Death Review Network Data Report: 
Intimate partner violence homicides 2010–2018, ANROWS.

1163 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 
security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition.

1164 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1165 Ibid.
1166 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 

Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1167 Kaye, M., (1997), ‘Equity’s treatment of sexually transmitted 
debt’, Feminist Legal Studies, 5(1): 35-55.

1168 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1169 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

1170 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

1171 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1172 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

1173 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

1174 Sleep, L., (2019), Domestic violence, social security and the 
couple rule, ANROWS.

1175 Svoboda, D.K.V., (2012), An Intrinsic Case Study of a 
Domestic Violence Organization’s Promotion of Economic 
Justice for Survivors, University of Maryland.

1176 Kaye, M., (1997), ‘Equity’s treatment of sexually transmitted 
debt’, Feminist Legal Studies, 5(1): 35-55.

1177 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1178 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1179 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation.

1180 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

1181 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 
to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria.

1182 O’Brien, L., Chen, V., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2021), ‘An 
Impending ‘Avalanche’: Debt Collection and Consumer 
Harm after COVID-19’, Australian Business Law Review, 
49(2): 84-115.

1183 Barron, J., (2012), The Domestic Abuse and Money 
Education Project (DAME): Final Report, Bristol: Women’s 
Aid.

1184 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1185 Voth Schrag, R.J., (2019), ‘Experiences of Economic Abuse 
in the Community: Listening to Survivor Voices’, Affilia, 
34(3): 313-324.

1186 Cited in: Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic 
abuse in New Zealand: towards an understanding and 
response, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand. 



176

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1187 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1188 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system, Swinburne University of Technology, 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1189 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1190 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2016), Domestic violence and 
women’s economic security: building Australia’s capacity 
for prevention and redress - final report, ANROWS.

1191 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

1192 Ibid. 
1193 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020),’ The 

Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1194 GLBT Domestic Violence Coalition, Jane Doe Inc., (2005), 
Shelter/Housing Needs for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender (GLBT) Victims of Domestic Violence, GLBT 
Domestic Violence Coalition, Jane Doe Inc..

1195 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1196 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalance In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151.

1197 Njoroge, D.W., (2018), Economic Effects Of Financial 
Abuse And The Coping Mechanisms Of Women In 
Intimate Relationships In Kahawa Sukari Location, Ruiru 
Constituency, Central Kenya, University of Nairobi.

1198 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

1199 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1200 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1201 Doyle, J.L., (2020), ‘Experiences of intimate partner 
violence: The role of psychological, economic, physical 
and sexual violence’, Women’s Studies International 
Forum, 80, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2020.102370

1202 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.

1203 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1204 Cited in: Van Gelder, N., Ligthart, S., Astro, L., Oertelt-
Prigione, S., (2021), ‘Economic abuse amongst Dutch 
women (formerly) victimised by intimate partner violence 
and abuse: A mixed methods approach’, Tijdschrift voor 
Genderstudies, 24(2): 89-107.

1205 ECOVIO, (2021), WP2: DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE 
EA WITHIN GBV CONTEXTS AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
Econometrics analysis, ECOVIO.

1206 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1207 Kim., C., (2015), ‘Credit Cards: Weapons for Domestic 
Violence’, Duke Journal of Gender Law & Policy, 22(2): 281-
309.

1208 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1209 Adams, M.E., (2019), ‘Assuring Financial Stability for 
Survivors of Domestic Violence: A Judicial Remedy for 
Coerced Debt in New York’s Family Courts’, Brooklyn Law 
Review, 84(4): 1387-1420.

1210 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1211 Ibid.
1212 Littwin, A., (2013), ‘Escaping Battered Credit: A Proposal 

for Repairing Credit Reports Damaged by Domestic 
Violence’, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 161(2): 
363-429.

1213 Ibid.
1214 Venville, E., (2021), Missing Voices: Victim-Survivor 

Perspectives On The Impact Of Reforms To The Victorian 
Water Business Customer Service Codes 2017, Monash 
University.

1215 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1216 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1217 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020), ‘The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1218 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 
Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2020.102370


177

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1219 Cited in: Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020),’ The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1220 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

1221 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

1222 Ward, D., (2016), ‘In Her Words: Recognising and 
Preventing Abusive Litigation Against Domestic Violence 
Survivors’, Seattle Journal for Social Justice, 14(2): 429-464.

1223 ASPIRE project, (2016), Financial abuse and immigrant 
women, ANROWS.

1224 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

1225 Adams, A.E., Beeble, M.L., Gregory, K.A., (2015), ‘Evidence 
of the Construct Validity of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence and Victims, 30(3): 363-376.

1226 Sultan, H., Obaid Khawaja, A., Kousir, T., (2016), ‘Spousal 
Abuse among Pakistani Women: A Thematic Analysis’, 
Pakistan Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 14(2): 
33-41.

1227 Abdulla, N.H., (2020), Assessment of Domestic Violence 
in Zanzibar: A Case Study of Four Selected Shehias in 
Micheweni District, University of Tanzania.

1228 Chingkhannem Tonsing, J., (2014), ‘Conceptualizing 
Partner Abuse Among South Asian Women in Hong Kong’, 
Journal of Transcultural Nursing, 25(3): 281-289.

1229 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

1230 Flodkvist, E., (2019), “I feel that I have no one to help 
me”: Women’s perceptions of causes of alcohol-related 
violence and what coping strategies these women use in 
the context of Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

1231 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

1232 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1233 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1234 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 

Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1235 McGorrery, P., and McMahon, M., (2021), ‘Prosecuting 
controlling or coercive behaviour in England and Wales: 
Media reports of a novel offence’, Criminology & Criminal 
Justice, 21(4): 566-584.

1236 Sultan, H., Obaid Khawaja, A., Kousir, T., (2016), ‘Spousal 
Abuse among Pakistani Women: A Thematic Analysis’, 
Pakistan Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology, 14(2): 
33-41.

1237 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

1238 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

1239 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge

1240 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

1241 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

1242 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse And 
Disability in the Context of Domestic and Family Violence, 
Sydney: Gendered Violence Research Network.

1243 Sanders, C.K., (2015), ‘Economic Abuse in the Lives of 
Women Abused by an Intimate Partner: A Qualitative 
Study’, Violence Against Women, 21(1): 3-29.

1244 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1245 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system, Swinburne University of Technology, 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1246 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

1247 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., Javorka, M., (2020),’ The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342



178

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1248 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1249 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1250 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge

1251 Mirza, N., (2015), Family Abuse In Scotland Contesting 
Universalisations and Reconceptualising Agency, 
University of Edinburgh.

1252 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1253 Schuler, S.R., Hashemi, S.M., Riley, A.P., Akhter, S., (1996), 
‘Credit programs, patriarchy and men’s violence against 
women in rural Bangladesh’, Social Science & Medicine, 
43(12): 1729-1742.

1254 Branigan, E., (2007), ‘‘Who Pays in the End?’: The Personal 
and Political Implications of Financial Abuse of Women 
in Intimate Partner Relationships‘, Just Policy: A Journal of 
Australian Social Policy, 44: 31-36.

1255 McGorrery, P., and McMahon, M., (2021), ‘Prosecuting 
controlling or coercive behaviour in England and Wales: 
Media reports of a novel offence’, Criminology & Criminal 
Justice, 21(4): 566-584.

1256 Cited in: Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on 
women’s ‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings 
from a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

1257 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1258 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1259 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1260 McGorrery, P., and McMahon, M., (2021), ‘Prosecuting 
controlling or coercive behaviour in England and Wales: 
Media reports of a novel offence’, Criminology & Criminal 
Justice, 21(4): 566-584.

1261 Sharp-Jeffs, N. and Learmouth, S., (2017), Into Plain 
Sight. How economic abuse is reflected in successful 
prosecutions of controlling or coercive behaviour, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1262 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1263 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1264 Toews, M.L, and Bermea, A.M., (2017), ‘“I Was Naive in 
Thinking, ‘I Divorced This Man, He Is Out of My Life’”: 
A Qualitative Exploration of Post Separation Power 
and Control Tactics Experienced by Women’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(14): 2166-2189.

1265 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

1266 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1267 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

1268 Slabbert, I., (2010), The Experience of Low-Income Female 
Survivors of Domestic Violence, Stellenbosch University.

1269 Moe, A. and Bell, M., (2004), ‘Abject Economics: The 
Effects of Battering and Violence on Women’s Work and 
Employability’, Violence Against Women, 10(1): 29-55.

1270 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1271 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

1272 Tenkorang, E.Y., and Owusu, A.Y., (2019), ‘Does Economic 
Abuse Affect the Health Outcomes of Women in Ghana?’, 
Health Education & Behaviour, 46(2): 340-348.

1273 Gürkan, Ö.C., Ekşi, Z., Deniz, D., Çırçır, H., (2020), ‘The 
Influence of Intimate Partner Violence on Pregnancy 
Symptoms’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 
523-541.

1274 Usta, J., Farver, J.A.M., Pashayan, N., (2007), ‘Domestic 
violence: The Lebanese experience’, Public Health, 121(3): 
208-219.

1275 Stöckl, H., and Penhale, B., (2014), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and Its Association With Physical and Mental 
Health Symptoms Among Older Women in Germany’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 30(17): 3089-3111.

1276 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge. 

1277 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1278 Voth Schrag, R.J., Edmond, T., Nordberg, A., (2020), 
‘Understanding School Sabotage Among Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Violence From Diverse Populations’, 
Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1286-1304.



179

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1279 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

1280 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

1281 Sedziafa, A.P., Tenkorang, E.Y., Owusu, A.Y., Sano, Y., (2016), 
‘Women’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Economic 
Abuse in the Eastern Region of Ghana’, Journal of Family 
Issues, 38(18): 2620-2641: 2622.

1282 Roberto, K.A.., and McCann, B.R., (2021), ‘Violence and 
Abuse in Rural Older Women’s Lives: A Life Course 
Perspective’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): 
NP2205-2227NP.

1283 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

1284 Ibid.
1285 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 

Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877

1286 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 
for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1287 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1288 Fox, A.M., Jackson, S.S., Hansen, N.B., Gasa, N., Crewe, M., 
Sikkema, K.J., (2007), ‘In Their Own Voices: A Qualitative 
Study of Women’s Risk for Intimate Partner Violence and 
HIV in South Africa’, Violence Against Women, 13(6): 583-
602.

1289 Antai, D., Oke, A., Braithewaite, P., and Lopez, G.B., (2014), 
‘The Effect of Economic, Physical, and Psychological 
Abuse on Mental Health: A Population-Based Study of 
Women in the Philippines’, International Journal of Family 
Medicine, 2014: 852317.

1290 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1291 Gibbs, A., Dunkle, K., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Emotional and 
economic intimate partner violence as key drivers of 
depression and suicidal ideation: A cross-sectional study 
among young women in informal settlements in South 
Africa’, PLOS ONE, 13(4): 1-18.

1292 Institute of Development Studies, (2019), Domestic 
violence in Ghana: incidence, attitudes, determinants and 
consequences, Institute of Development Studies

1293 Pelser, E., Gondwe, L., Mayamba, C., Mhango, T., Phiri, 
W., Burton, P., (2005), Intimate Partner Violence: Results 
From A National Gender-Based Violence Study In Malawi, 
National Statistical Office.

1294 Khan, Z., Cheong, Y.F., Miedema, S., Naved, R.T., Yount, 
K.M., (2020), ‘Women’s experiences of economic coercion 
and depressive symptoms in Matlab, Bangladesh’, SSM - 
Population Health, 12(December): 100641

1295 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 
battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463.

1296 Kanougiya, S., Daruwalla, N., Gram, L., Gupta, A.D., 
Sivakami, M., Osrin, D., (2021), ‘Economic abuse and its 
associations with symptoms of common mental disorders 
among women in a cross-sectional survey in informal 
settlements in Mumbai, India’, BMC Public Health, 21: 1-14.

1297 Karakuła-Juchnowicz, H., Lukasik, P., Morylowska-
Topolska, J., Krukow, P., (2017), ‘Risk factors of anxiety and 
depressive symptoms in female patients experiencing 
intimate partner violence’, Psychiatria Polska, 51(1): 63-74.

1298 Cited in: O’Connor, M., and Asthana, M.S., (2015), Refusal 
to Comply with Demands for Dowry Contributes to Family 
Violence and Death in Victoria, Australasian Centre for 
Human Rights and Health.

1299 Davila, A.L., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2017), 
‘Examining the Relationship Between Economic Abuse 
and Mental Health Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors in the United States’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2): NP287-310NP.

1300 Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

1301 Stylianou, A.M., (2018), ‘Economic Abuse Experiences and 
Depressive Symptoms among Victims of Intimate Partner 
Violence’, Journal of Family Violence, 33: 381-392.

1302 Voth Schrag, R.J., Robinson, S.R., and Ravi, K., (2019), 
‘Understanding Pathways within Intimate Partner 
Violence: Economic Abuse, Economic Hardship and 
Mental Health’, Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & 
Trauma, 28(2): 222-242.

1303 Postmus, J.L., Huang, C., and Stylianou, A.M., ‘The impact 
of physical and economic abuse on maternal mental 
health and parenting’, Children and Youth Services 
Review, 34: 1922-1928.

1304 Sauber, E.W., and O’Brien, K.M., (2020), ‘Multiple Losses: 
The Psychological and Economic Well-Being of Survivors 
of Intimate Partner Violence’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 35(15-16): 3054-3078.



180

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1305 Yau, J.H.Y., (2017), Economic Abuse as a Form of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Definition, Risk Factors, and Mental 
Well-being, University of Hong Kong.

1306 Gürkan, Ö.C., Ekşi, Z., Deniz, D., Çırçır, H., (2020), ‘The 
Influence of Intimate Partner Violence on Pregnancy 
Symptoms’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 35(3-4): 
523-541.

1307 Cited in: Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The 
Economic Abuse Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 
6 Moments that Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. 
A Person-Led Approach for Empowering & Supporting 
Employees, London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 
Moments That Matter.

1308 Richardson, J., and Butler, A., (2021), The Single Parent 
Debt Trap, London: Gingerbread and StepChange.

1309 Aitken, R., and Munro, V., (2018), Domestic abuse and 
suicide: exploring the links with Refuge’s client base and 
work force, University of Warwick and Refuge.

1310 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1311 Ibid.
1312 Nancarrow, H., Burke, K., Lockie, S., Vilijoen, R., 

Choudhury, J., (2011), Intimate partner abuse of women in 
Queensland, Queensland Centre for Domestic and Family 
Violence Research CQ University.

1313 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1314 Cited in: Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our 

Money?: Financial Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner 
Relationships, Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and 
Financial.

1315 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

1316 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1317 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1318 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1319 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

1320 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1321 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.

1322 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

1323 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.

1324 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

1325 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

1326 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

1327 Plunkett, L.A., and Sussman, E.A., (2011), Consumer rights 
screening tool for domestic violence advocates and 
lawyers, Center for Survivor Agency and Justice.

1328 Soibatian, C.V., (2017), Exploring Ecological Factors 
Influencing Economic Advocacy for Domestic Violence 
Survivors Domestic Violence Survivors, DePaul University.

1329 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1330 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1331 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

1332 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

1333 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system, Swinburne University of Technology, 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1334 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1335 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.



181

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1336 Voth Schrag, R.J., Edmond, T., Nordberg, A.,  (2020), 
‘Understanding School Sabotage Among Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Violence From Diverse Populations’, 
Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1286-1304.

1337 O’Brien, L., Chen, V., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2021), ‘An 
Impending ‘Avalanche’: Debt Collection and Consumer 
Harm after COVID-19’, Australian Business Law Review, 
49(2): 84-115.

1338 Bernardo, A.B.I., and Estrellado, A.F., (2017), ‘Subjective 
Well-Being of Filipino Women who Experienced 
Intimate Partner Violence: A Person-Centered Analysis’, 
International Journal for the Advancement of Counselling, 
39: 360-376.

1339 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (1999), ‘Wife abuse and its psychological 
consequences as revealed by the first Palestinian 
National Survey on Violence Against Women’, Journal of 
Family Psychology, 13(4): 642-662.

1340 Ibid.
1341 Haj-Yahia, M.M., (2000), ‘Implications of wife abuse and 

battering for self-esteem, depression, and anxiety as 
revealed by the second Palestinian national survey on 
violence against women’, Journal of Family Issues, 21(4): 
435-463.

1342 Naz, S., and Iqbal Malik, N., (2018), ‘Domestic violence 
and psychological well-being of survivor women in 
Punjab, Pakistan’, Journal of Psychology and Clinical 
Psychiatry, 9(2): 184-189.

1343 Cardenas, I., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2021), 
‘Improving Quality of Life Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors Through Economic Empowerment’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): NP14564–
NP14587.

1344 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.

1345 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

1346 Ibid. 
1347 Fawole, O.I., (2008), ‘Economic Violence To Women and 

Girls: Is It Receiving the Necessary Attention?’, Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, 9(3): 167-177.

1348 Commonwealth Bank of Australia, (2022), The cost of 
financial abuse in Australia, Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia.

1349 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

1350 Voth Schrag, R.J., Robinson, S.R., and Ravi, K., (2019), 
‘Understanding Pathways within Intimate Partner 
Violence: Economic Abuse, Economic Hardship and 
Mental Health’, Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & 
Trauma, 28(2): 222-242.

1351 Voth Schrag, R.J, (2015), ‘Economic Abuse and Later 
Material Hardship: Is Depression a Mediator?’, Affilia, 
30(3): 341-351.

1352 Abramsky, T., Lees, S., Stöckl, H., Harvey, S., Kapinga, 
I., Ranganathan, M., Mshana, G., Kapiga, S., (2019), 
‘Women’s income and risk of intimate partner violence: 
secondary findings from the MAISHA cluster randomised 
trial in North-Western Tanzania’, BMC Public Health, 19:1-
15.

1353 Aguirre, E., (2019), Domestic violence and women’s 
earnings: Does frequency matter?, University of York.

1354 Lin, H., (2021), Female survivors of intimate partner 
violence: financial strain, depression, and financial 
education, Rutgers University.

1355 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1356 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1357 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

1358 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

1359 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

1360 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge. 

1361 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid. 

1362 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 
for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1363 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1364 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

1365 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.



182

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1366 Doyle, K., Guerra, P., and Passi, S. (2021), Prioritizing 
Financial Security In The Movement To End IPV: A 
Roadmap, FreeFrom.

1367 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1368 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

1369 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1370 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

1371 Sanders, C.K., (2015), ‘Economic Abuse in the Lives of 
Women Abused by an Intimate Partner: A Qualitative 
Study’, Violence Against Women, 21(1): 3-29.

1372 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1373 Sukeri, S., and Man, N.N.N., (2017), ‘Escaping domestic 
violence: A qualitative study of women who left their 
abusive husbands’, Journal of Taibah University Medical 
Sciences, 12(6): 477-482.

1374 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili.

1375 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1376 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 
of freedom: how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

1377 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1378 Sukeri, S., and Man, N.N.N., (2017), ‘Escaping domestic 
violence: A qualitative study of women who left their 
abusive husbands’, Journal of Taibah University Medical 
Sciences, 12(6): 477-482.

1379 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP.

1380 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

1381 Ibid.
1382 Wetterson, K.B., Rudolph, S.E., Faul, K., Gallagher, K., 

Trangsrud, H.B., Adams, K., Graham, S., Terrance, C., 
(2004), ‘Freedom Through Self-Sufficiency: A Qualitative 
Examination of the Impact of Domestic Violence on the 
Working Lives of Women in Shelter’, Journal of Counselling 
Psychology, 51(4): 447-462.

1383 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 
for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1384 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1385 Griffiths, R., (2020), ‘For better or for worse: does the 
UK means-tested social security system encourage 
partnership dissolution?’, Journal of Poverty and Social 
Justice, 28(1): 79-98.

1386 Erikkson, M., and Ulmestig, R., (2021), ‘“It’s Not All About 
Money”: Toward a More Comprehensive Understanding 
of Financial Abuse in the Context of VAW’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): NP1625-1651NP

1387 Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

1388 Voth Schrag, R.J., (2019), ‘Experiences of Economic Abuse 
in the Community: Listening to Survivor Voices’, Affilia, 
34(3): 313-324.

1389 Shoener, S.J., and Sussman, E.A., (2013), ‘Economic Ripple 
Effect of IPV: Building Partnerships for Systemic Change’, 
Domestic Violence Report, August/September 2013: 83-
95.

1390 Ibid.
1391 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Kennedy, A.C., Tolman, R.M., 

(2013), ‘The Effects of Adolescent Intimate Partner Violence 
on Women’s Educational Attainment and Earnings’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 28(17): 3283-3300.

1392 Adams, A.E., Tolman, R.M., Bybee, D., Sullivan, C.M., 
Kennedy, A.C., (2013), ‘The Impact of Intimate Partner 
Violence on Low-Income Women’s Economic Well-Being: 
The Mediating Role of Job Stability’, Violence Against 
Women, 18(12): 1345-1367.

1393 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2016), Domestic violence and 
women’s economic security: building Australia’s capacity 
for prevention and redress - final report, ANROWS.

1394 Post, J., (2021), The Cost Beyond the Violence: A Literature 
Review of the Economic Burden for Female Victims of 
Intimate Partner Violence, University of Pittsburgh, 

1395 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.



183

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1396 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1397 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1398 King, K., Murray, C.E., Crowe, A., Hunnicutt, G., Lundgreen, 
K., Olson, O., (2017), ‘The Costs of Recovery: Intimate 
Partner Violence Survivors’ Experiences of Financial 
Recovery From Abuse’, The Family Journal, 25(3): 230-238.

1399 Plunkett, L.A., and Sussman, E.A., (2011), Consumer rights 
screening tool for domestic violence advocates and 
lawyers, Center for Survivor Agency and Justice.

1400 Shobe, M.A., and Dienemann, J., (2008), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence in the United States: An Ecological Approach to 
Prevention and Treatment’, Social Policy and Society, 7(2): 
185-195.

1401 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 
to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria.

1402 Showalter, K., (2016), ‘Women’s employment and domestic 
violence: A review of the literature’, Aggression and Violent 
Behaviour, 31(2016): 37-47.

1403 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1404 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1405 Aguirre, E., (2019), Domestic violence and women’s 
earnings: Does frequency matter?, University of York.

1406 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

1407 Boxall, H., and Morgan, A., (2022), Economic insecurity 
and intimate partner violence in Australia during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, ANROWS.

1408 Shobe, M.A., and Dienemann, J., (2008), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence in the United States: An Ecological Approach to 
Prevention and Treatment’, Social Policy and Society, 7(2): 
185-195.

1409 Pomicino, L., Beltramini, L., Romito, P., (2019), ‘Freeing 
Oneself From Intimate Partner Violence: A Follow-Up of 
Women Who Contacted an Anti-violence Center in Italy’, 
Violence Against Women, 25(8): 925-944.

1410 Post, J., (2021), The Cost Beyond the Violence: A Literature 
Review of the Economic Burden for Female Victims of 
Intimate Partner Violence, University of Pittsburgh.

1411 Tolman, R.M, (2011), ‘Impact of Intimate Partner Violence 
on Economic Well-Being’, Center for Financial Security, 5.1: 
1-7.

1412 Walby, S., and Allen, J., (2004), Domestic violence, sexual 
assault and stalking: findings from the British Crime 
Survey, Home Office.

1413 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 
Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

1414 Gilfus, M., (2002), ‘Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a 
Risk Factor for Incarceration’, VAWnet Applied Research 
Forum, 1-12.

1415 Haffejee, S., Vetten, L., Greyling, M., (2006), Violence and 
Abuse in the lives of women and girls incarcerated at 
three Gauteng women’s prisons, Centre for the Study of 
Violence and Reconciliation.

1416 Gottlieb, A., and Mahabir, M., (2021), ‘The Effect of 
Multiple Types of Intimate Partner Violence on Maternal 
Criminal Justice Involvement’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(13-14): 6797-6820.

1417 Sleep, L., (2019), Domestic violence, social security and the 
couple rule, ANROWS.

1418 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

1419 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 
of freedom: how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

1420 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1421 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1422 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT. 

1423 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

1424 Post, J., (2021), The Cost Beyond the Violence: A Literature 
Review of the Economic Burden for Female Victims of 
Intimate Partner Violence, University of Pittsburgh.

1425 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1426 Eves, R., (2017), Gender Challenge to Financial Inclusion in 
Papua New Guinea, Australian National University.

1427 Stam, A., ‘Migration-related Vulnerability: the Example 
of Domestic Violence among Marriage Migrants in the 
Swiss Context ‘, in Heikkilä, E., and Rahut, D., (eds), (2015), 
Marriage Migration and Multicultural  Relationships, 
Institute of Migration.



184

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1428 Singh, S., (2018), ‘The daughter-in-law questions 
remittances: changes in the gender of remittances 
among Indian migrants to Australia’, Global Networks, 
19(2): 197-217.

1429 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

1430 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1431 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1432 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

1433 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments 
that Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-
Led Approach for the Financial Services Sector in 
Empowering and Supporting Customers and Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

1434 Brown, C., Thomassin, A., Murray, M., Yu, E., (2021), 
‘Can I just share my story?’ Experiences of technology-
facilitated abuse among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women from regional and remote areas, eSafety 
Commissioner.

1435 BNZ Media, (2021), BNZ to abusers: We see you and 
we’ll put a stop to it, Available at: https://blog.bnz.
co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-
put-a-stop-to-it

1436  Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S., (2021), Trust 
Survivors: Building an Effective and Inclusive Cash 
Assistance Program, FreeFrom.

1437  Ibid.
1438 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1439 Ibid.
1440 Lockie, S., (2011), ‘Intimate partner abuse and women’s 

health in rural and mining communities’, Rural Society, 
20(2): 198-215.

1441 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 
Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

1442 Wilkund, M., (2021), The Cashless Society – Possible 
Impacts For Women Experiencing Economic Abuse, 
Malmö University.

1443 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1444 Cited in: Boyce, C., Koliner, S., Koplin, K., Sun, S., Trifone, 
D., Wong, J., (2014), Barriers to Building Financial Security 
for Survivors of Domestic Violence, Robert M. LaFollette 
School of Public Affairs, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

1445 Clayshulte, H., (2019), ‘How Payday Loans Affect Domestic 
Violence Survivors And What The New CFPB Regulations 
Will Mean For Survivors In Wisconsin’, Wisconsin Journal of 
Law, Gender & Society, 33(2): 149-175.

1446 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 
Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

1447 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1448 Ong, C., (2016), Impaired consent to the splitting of 
superannuation contributions: Issues, impact and 
potential solutions, Murdoch University.

1449 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1450 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1451 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1452 Kumar Sad, T., Bhattacharyya, R., Fakhrul Alam, 
M., Pervin, A., (2016), ‘Domestic Violence in Sylhet, 
Bangladesh: Analaysing the Experiences of Abused 
Women’, Social Change, 46(1): 106-123.

1453 Abdulla, N.H., (2020), Assessment of Domestic Violence 
in Zanzibar: A Case Study of Four Selected Shehias in 
Micheweni District, University of Tanzania.

1454 Usta, J., Makarem, N.N., Habib, R.R., (2013), ‘Economic 
Abuse in Lebanon: Experiences and Perceptions’, Violence 
Against Women, 19(3): 356-375.

1455 Griffiths, R., (2020), ‘For better or for worse: does the 
UK means-tested social security system encourage 
partnership dissolution?’, Journal of Poverty and Social 
Justice, 28(1): 79-98.

1456 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

1457 Human Rights Watch, (2014), Shattered Dreams: Impact 
of Spain’s Housing Crisis on Vulnerable Groups, Human 
Rights Watch.

1458 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 
of freedom: how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it


185

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1459 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

1460 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1461 Slabbert, I., (2010), The Experience of Low-Income Female 
Survivors of Domestic Violence, Stellenbosch University.

1462 Borges Jelinic, A., (2019), ‘I loved him and he scared me: 
Migrant women, partner visas and domestic violence’, 
Emotion, Space and Society, 32(August 2019): 1755-4586

1463 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Hidden hurt: The impact of post-
separation financial violence in Aotearoa New Zealand’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 282-303.

1464 Camilleri, O., Corrie, T., and Moore, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

1465 Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on women’s 
‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings from 
a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

1466 Littwin, A., (2013), ‘Escaping Battered Credit: A Proposal 
for Repairing Credit Reports Damaged by Domestic 
Violence’, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 161(2): 
363-429.

1467 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1468 Ward, D., (2016), ‘In Her Words: Recognising and 

Preventing Abusive Litigation Against Domestic Violence 
Survivors’, Seattle Journal for Social Justice, 14(2): 429-464.

1469 Orr, S., (2019), The Whole Housing Approach: Economic 
Abuse, Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance. 

1470 Ulmestig, R. and Eriksson, M., (2016), ‘Financial 
consequences of leaving violent men – women survivors 
of domestic violence and the social assistance system in 
Sweden’, European Journal of Social Work, 20(4): 560-571.

1471 Sleep, L., (2019), Domestic violence, social security and the 
couple rule, ANROWS.

1472 Cameron, S., and Forbes, L., (2021), Debt, Duress And 
Dob-Ins: Centrelink compliance processes and domestic 
violence, Economic Justice Australia.

1473 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 
work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

1474 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1475 Hsu, L., (2016), ‘The Timing Of Welfare Payments And 
Intimate Partner Violence’, Economic Inquiry, 55(2): 1017-
1031.

1476 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

1477 Baffoe-Whyte, H., and Sossou-M., (2019), ‘Intimate 
Partner Violence: The Lived Experiences of Economic and 
Financial Violence of Rural Women in Ghana’, Partner 
Abuse, 10(4): 429-451.

1478 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University

1479 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 
Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1480 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

1481 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

1482 Mesatywa, N.J., (2014), ‘Validating the evidence of violence 
in Partner relationships with regard to Xhosa African 
women’, Social Work/Maatskaplike Werk, 50(2): 235-258.

1483 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

1484 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

1485 Dwarumpudi, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, E., 
Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Kapiga, S., and Stöckl, 
H.,, (2022), ‘Coping responses to intimate partner 
violence: narratives of women in North-west 
Tanzania’, Culture, Health & Sexuality, https://doi.
org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738 

1486 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

1487 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 
work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

1488 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

1489 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738


186

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1490 Ibid.
1491 Kelly, L., Sharp-Jeffs, N., Klein, R., (2014), Finding the costs 

of freedom : how women and children rebuild their lives 
after domestic violence, London: Solace Women’s Aid.

1492 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1493 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1494 Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

1495 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1496 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1497 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 
for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1498 Cheung, S.P., and Huang, C.C., (2022), ‘Childhood 
Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence and Teen Dating 
Violence’, Journal of Family Violence, https://link.springer.
com/article/10.1007/s10896-022-00377-7

1499 Huang , C.C., Vikse, J.H., Lu, S., Yi, S., (2015), ‘Children’s 
Exposure to Intimate Partner Violence and Early 
Delinquency’, Journal of Family Violence, 30: 953-965.

1500 Postmus, J.L., Huang, C.C., Stylianou, A.M., (2012), ‘The 
impact of physical and economic abuse on maternal 
mentla health and parenting’, Children and Youth 
Services Review, 34: 1922-1928.

1501 Viske Nicholson, J., Chen, Y., Huang, C.C., (2018), ‘Children’s 
exposure to intimate partner violence and peer bullying 
victimization’, Children and Youth Services Review, 91: 
439-446.

1502 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1503 Malinga, T., (2018), Exploring the lived experiences of 
low-income single Batswana mothers: A narrative inquiry, 
University of Illinois.

1504 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

1505 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

1506 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

1507 Cited in: Silva-Martinez, E., and Vázquez-Pagán, J.M., 
(2019), ‘Economic abuse and gender violence in couple 
relationships in the Puerto Rican context’, Prospective, 28.

1508 Human Rights Watch, (2014), Shattered Dreams: Impact 
of Spain’s Housing Crisis on Vulnerable Groups, Human 
Rights Watch.

1509 An Guest, F., Marx, D., van den Berg, W., (2021), State of 
South Africa’s Fathers 2021, Sonke Gender Justice.

1510 Matthews, S., Abrahams, N., (2001), Combining Stories 
and Numbers: An Analysis of the Impact of the Domestic 
Violence, The Gender Advocacy Programme & The 
Medical research Council.

1511 Tegler, H., Fernqvist, S., Flinkfeldt, M., (2022), ‘“And all 
Hell Broke Loose”: How Child Maintenance Regulations 
Contribute to Re-actualizing Intimate Partner Violence 
between Separated Parents in Sweden’, Journal of Family 
Violence, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x

1512 Huggins, C., ‘Financial Hardships of Domestic Violence 
Survivors in the Caribbean’, in Bissessar, A.M., and 
Huggins, C., (eds), (2022), Domestic Violence in the 
Anglophone Caribbean: Consequences and Practices, 
Palgrave Macmillan.

1513 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

1514 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1515 Toews, M.L, and Bermea, A.M., (2017), ‘“I Was Naive in 
Thinking, ‘I Divorced This Man, He Is Out of My Life’”: 
A Qualitative Exploration of Post Separation Power 
and Control Tactics Experienced by Women’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 32(14): 2166-2189.

1516 Smyth, B.M., Vnuk, M., and Aleema, P., (2020), ‘Bargaining 
in the shadow of the Child Support Agency? Cooperative 
versus coercive private arrangements’, Australian Journal 
of Family Law, 33(3): 243-263.

1517 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1518 Ibid.
1519 Douglas, H., and Nagesh, R., (2021), ‘Domestic and family 

violence, child support and ‘the exemption’’, Journal of 
Family Studies, 27(4): 540-555.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-022-00377-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-022-00377-7
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-022-00365-x


187

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1520 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1521 Douglas, H., and Nagesh, R., (2021), ‘Domestic and family 
violence, child support and ‘the exemption’’, Journal of 
Family Studies, 27(4): 540-555.

1522 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

1523 Ogunmefun, C.A., (2003), Intimate Partner Violence as an 
obstacle to safer sex practice in South Africa, University of 
Natal, Durban.

1524 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

1525 Campbell, E., (2017), ‘How Domestic Violence Batterers 
Use Custody Proceedings in Family Courts to Abuse 
Victims, and How Courts Can Put a Stop to It’, UCLA 
Women’s Law Journal, 24(1): 41-66.

1526 Douglas, H., and Nagesh, R., (2021), ‘Domestic and family 
violence, child support and ‘the exemption’’, Journal of 
Family Studies, 27(4): 540-555.

1527 Cited in: Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been 
the perfect excuse for him to just stop paying’: child 
maintenance and economic abuse in the UK during the 
COVID-19 outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 
6(2):261-277.

1528 Smyth, B.M., Vnuk, M., and Aleema, P., (2020), ‘Bargaining 
in the shadow of the Child Support Agency? Cooperative 
versus coercive private arrangements’, Australian Journal 
of Family Law, 33(3): 243-263.

1529 Ibid.
1530 Ibid.
1531 Vnuk, M., Smyth, B., and Aleema, P., (2020), ‘Paying more 

or accepting less child support: Parental compromises 
in CSA Private Collect’, Australian Journal of Family Law, 
33(3): 243-263.

1532 Richardson, J., and Butler, A., (2021), The Single Parent 
Debt Trap, London: Gingerbread and StepChange.

1533 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1534 Ibid.
1535 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 

excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1536 Gingerbread and Mumsnet, (2021), Data released today 
from Mumsnet and Gingerbread show stark findings 
on CMS, Available at: https://www.gingerbread.org.
uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-
findings-released/

1537 ECOVIO, (2021), WP2: DETERMINING THE SCOPE OF THE 
EA WITHIN GBV CONTEXTS AND ANALYSIS OF RESULTS: 
Econometrics analysis, ECOVIO.

1538 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

1539 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1540 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

1541 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

1542 Bagshaw, D., Brown, T., Wendt, S., Campbell, A., McInnes, 
E., Tinning, B., Batagol, B., Sifris, A., Tyson, D., Baker, J., and 
Fernandez Arias, P., (2010), Family Violence And Family 
Law In Australia: The Experiences And Views Of Children 
And Adults From Families Who Separated Post-1995 
And Post-2006, Monash University, University of South 
Australia, James Cook University.

1543 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

1544 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

1545 Villarreal, A., (2007), ‘Women’s Employment Status, 
Coercive Control, and Intimate Partner Violence in 
Mexico’, Journal of Marriage and Family, 69(2): 418-434.

1546 Cited in: Voth Schrag, R.J, (2015), ‘Economic Abuse and 
Later Material Hardship: Is Depression a Mediator?’, 
Affilia, 30(3): 341-351.

1547 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1548 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Kennedy, A.C., Tolman, R.M., 
(2013), ‘The Effects of Adolescent Intimate Partner Violence 
on Women’s Educational Attainment and Earnings’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 28(17): 3283-3300.

1549 Swanberg, J.E. and Macke, C., (2006), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and the Workplace: Consequences and 
Disclosure’, Affilia, 21(4): 391-406.

https://doi.org/10.1332/239868021X16381868127253
https://doi.org/10.1332/239868021X16381868127253
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://doi.org/10.1332/239868021X16381868127253
https://doi.org/10.1332/239868021X16381868127253


188

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1550 MacGregor, J.C.D., Naeemzadah, N., Oliver, C.L., Javan, 
T., MacQuarrie, B.J., Wathen, C.N., (2022), ‘Women’s 
Experiences of the Intersections of Work and Intimate 
Partner Violence: A Review of Qualitative Research’, 
Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 23(1): 224-240.

1551 Beecham, D., (2014), ‘An Exploration of the Role 
of Employment as a Coping Resource for Women 
Experiencing Intimate Partner Abuse’, Violence and 
Victims, 29(4): 594-606.

1552 Fawole, O.I., (2008), ‘Economic Violence To Women and 
Girls: Is It Receiving the Necessary Attention?’, Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, 9(3): 167-177.

1553 Swanberg, J.E., and Logan, T.K., (2005), ‘Domestic 
Violence and Employment: A Qualitative Study’, Journal of 
Occupational Health Psychology, 10(1): 3-17.

1554 Sanders, C.K., (2007), Implications of a Program 
for Building Economic Resources for Low-Income 
Women. Findings from Interviews with Participants in a 
Women’s Economic Action Program, Center for Social 
Development, Washington University.

1555 Sang, P., and Sang, L., (2014), ‘Economic Abuse 
Prevalance In Kabisaga Sublocation, Nandi County, 
Kenya’, International Researchers, 3(3): 141-151. 

1556 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

1557 Mirtneh, K., (2014), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Fofa Village Of Yem Special District: 
Experiences And Coping Mechanisms Of Women 
Survivors, St Mary’s University.

1558 Dore, E.C., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Miedema, S.S., 
Talukder, A., Hoover, A., Yount, K.M., (2022), ‘Men’s use of 
economic coercion against women in rural Bangladesh’, 
Psychology of Violence, 12(3), 183–193.

1559 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT. 

1560 Galvez, G., Mankowski, E.S., McGlade, M.S., Ruiz, M.E., 
(2011), ‘Work-related intimate partner violence among 
employed immigrants from Mexico’, Psychology of Men 
and Masculinity, 12(3): 230-246.

1561 Lantrip, K.R., Luginbuhl. P.J., Chronister, K.M., Lindstrom, L., 
(2015), ‘Broken Dreams: Impact of Partner Violence on the 
Career Development Process for Professional Women’, 
Journal of Family Violence, 30(5).

1562 Alsaker, K., Moen, B.E., Baste, V., Morken, T., (2016), ‘How 
Has Living with Intimate Partner Violence Affected the 
Work Situation? A Qualitative Study among Abused 
Women in Norway’, Journal of Family Violence, 31: 479-
487.

1563 Ferran, L., (2011), Safe at Home, Safe at Work? National 
Domestic Violence and the Workplace Survey, Centre for 
Gender Related Violence Studies, UNSW.

1564 Beecham, D., (2014), ‘An Exploration of the Role 
of Employment as a Coping Resource for Women 
Experiencing Intimate Partner Abuse’, Violence and 
Victims, 29(4): 594-606.

1565 Swanberg, J.E., and Logan, T.K., (2005), ‘Domestic 
Violence and Employment: A Qualitative Study’, Journal of 
Occupational Health Psychology, 10(1): 3-17.

1566 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

1567 Swanberg, J.E., and Logan, T.K., (2005), ‘Domestic 
Violence and Employment: A Qualitative Study’, Journal of 
Occupational Health Psychology, 10(1): 3-17.

1568 Dardis, C.M., Ahrens, C., Howard, R.L., Mechanic, M.B., 
(2021), ‘Patterns of Surveillance, Control, and Abuse 
Among a Diverse Sample of Intimate Partner Abuse 
Survivors’, Violence Against Women, 27(15-16): 2882-2909.

1569 Parliament of New South Wales, (2021), Coercive control 
in domestic relationships, Joint Select Committee on 
Coercive Control.

1570 Ward, D., (2016), ‘In Her Words: Recognising and 
Preventing Abusive Litigation Against Domestic Violence 
Survivors’, Seattle Journal for Social Justice, 14(2): 429-464.

1571 Voth Schrag, R.J., Edmond, T., Nordberg, A., (2020), 
‘Understanding School Sabotage Among Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Violence From Diverse Populations’, 
Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1286-1304.

1572 Howard, M., and Skipp, A., (2015), Unequal, Trapped and 
Controlled: Women’s Experience of Financial Abuse and 
Potential Implications for Universal Credit, TUC.

1573 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town.

1574 Ferran, L., (2011), Safe at Home, Safe at Work? National 
Domestic Violence and the Workplace Survey, Centre for 
Gender Related Violence Studies, UNSW.

1575 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 
Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

1576 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 
Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

1577 Meler, T., Herbst-Debby, A., Sabbah Karkabi, M., (2021), 
‘Economic Abuse of Palestinian Mothers in Israel: The 
Case of Participants in a Welfare-to-Work Program’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(9): 2122-2144.

1578 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University



189

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1579 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

1580 Childress, S., Understanding Lived Experiences, Help-
seeking and Coping with Domestic Violence, and Leaving 
among women in Kyrgyzstan: A Grounded Theory Study, 
University of Maryland.

1581 Dore, E.C., Hennick, M., Naved, R.T., Miedema, S.S., 
Talukder, A., Hoover, A., Yount, K.M., (2022), ‘Men’s use of 
economic coercion against women in rural Bangladesh’, 
Psychology of Violence, 12(3), 183–193.

1582 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

1583 Deschênes, S., Dumas, C., Lambert, S., (2020), ‘Household 
resources and individual strategies’, World Development, 
135: 105075.

1584 Nanfuka, E., Turyomuruguendo, F., Ochen, E., Gibbs, G., 
(2020), ‘Leaving a Violent Child Marriage: Experiences of 
Adult Survivors in Uganda’, Social Sciences, 9(10): 1-18.

1585 Douglas, H., ‘Nonphysical Abuse and Coercive Control’, 
in Douglas, H., (2021), Women, Intimate Partner Violence, 
and the Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

1586 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian 
National University.

1587 Michau, L., (2005), Good practice in designing a 
community-based approach to prevent domestic 
violence, Raising Voices.

1588 Hynes, M.E., Sterk, C.E., Hennick, M., Patel, S., DePadilla, 
L., Yount, K.M., (2016), ‘Exploring gender norms, agency 
and intimate partner violence among displaced 
Colombian women: A qualitative assessment’, Global 
Public Health, 11(1-2): 17-33.

1589 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1590 Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on women’s 
‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings from 
a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

1591 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1592 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1593 Harrington Conner, D., (2014), ‘Financial Freedom: 
Women, Money, and Domestic Abuse’, William & Mary 
Journal of Women and the Law, 20: 339-397.

1594 Aguirre, E., (2019), Domestic violence and women’s 
earnings: Does frequency matter?, University of York.

1595 Gutowski, E.R., (2021), Coercive control in the courtroom: 
Legal abuse and its correlates, Boston College.

1596 Scott, A., (2020), ‘Hidden hurt: The impact of post-
separation financial violence in Aotearoa New Zealand’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 282-303.

1597 Alvarez, C., Lameiras-Fernandez, M., Holliday, C.N., Sabri, 
B., Campbell, J., (2018), ‘Latina and Caribbean Immigrant 
Women’s Experiences With Intimate Partner Violence: 
A Story of Ambivalent Sexism’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(7-8): 3831-3854.

1598 Singh, S., (2018), ‘The daughter-in-law questions 
remittances: changes in the gender of remittances 
among Indian migrants to Australia’, Global Networks, 
19(2): 197-217.

1599 Galvez, G., Mankowski, E.S., McGlade, M.S., Ruiz, M.E., 
(2011), ‘Work-related intimate partner violence among 
employed immigrants from Mexico’, Psychology of Men 
and Masculinity, 12(3): 230-246.

1600 Mason, R., Hyman, I., Berman, H., Guruge, S., 
Kanagaratnam, P., Manuel, L., (2008), ‘“Violence Is an 
International Language”: Tamil Women’s Perceptions of 
Intimate Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 14(2): 
1397-1412.

1601 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1602 Stam, A., ‘Migration-related Vulnerability: the Example 
of Domestic Violence among Marriage Migrants in the 
Swiss Context ‘, in Heikkilä, E., and Rahut, D., (eds), (2015), 
Marriage Migration and Multicultural  Relationships, 
Institute of Migration.

1603 McGowan, J., Maher, J., Malowney, T., Thomas, K., (2019), 
Identifying economic abuse amongst women with 
disability in Victoria: a toolkit for service providers and 
people affected by family violence, ANROWS.

1604 Adams, M.E., (2019), ‘Assuring Financial Stability for 
Survivors of Domestic Violence: A Judicial Remedy for 
Coerced Debt in New York’s Family Courts’, Brooklyn Law 
Review, 84(4): 1387-1420.

1605 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1606 Postmus, J.L., Plummer, S., McMahon, S., Murshid, N.S., 
Kim, M.S., (2011), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse in the 
Lives of Survivors’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3): 
411-430.

1607 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

1608 Postmus, J., Hoge, G., Breckenridge, J., Sharp-Jeffs, N. and 
Chung, D., (2020), ‘Economic abuse as an invisible form 
of domestic violence: a multi-country review’, Trauma, 
Violence and Abuse, 21(2): 261-283.



190

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1609 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1610 Haifley, C.K., (2021), ‘Economic Abuse: A Literature Review 
of a Salient yet Overlooked Form of Intimate Partner 
Violence’, Theory in Action, 14(2): 82-91.

1611 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1612 Rogers, M., (2013), ‘TransForming Practice’: understanding 
trans people’s experience of domestic abuse and social 
care agencies, University of Sheffield.

1613 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

1614 Ibid.
1615 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 

Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1616 Breckenridge, J., (2021), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in First Nations Communities, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1617 Ibid.
1618 Brown, C., Thomassin, A., Murray, M., Yu, E., (2021), 

‘Can I just share my story?’ Experiences of technology-
facilitated abuse among Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women from regional and remote areas, eSafety 
Commissioner.

1619 Breckenridge, J., (2021), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in First Nations Communities, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1620 Ibid.
1621 Ibid.
1622 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 

Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877.

1623 Ibid.
1624 Mirza, N., (2015), Family Abuse In Scotland Contesting 

Universalisations and Reconceptualising Agency, 
University of Edinburgh.

1625 Anitha, S., (2019), ‘Understanding Economic Abuse 
Through an Intersectional Lens: Financial Abuse, 
Control, and Exploitation of Women’s Productive and 
Reproductive Labor’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 
1854-1877.

1626 Anitha, S., Roy, A., and Yalamarty, H., (2016), Disposable 
Women: Abuse, Violence and Abandonment in 
Transnational Marriages: Issues for policy and practice in 
the UK and India, University of Lincoln.

1627 Ibid.
1628 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 

Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

1629 Anitha, S., Roy, A., and Yalamarty, H., (2016), Disposable 
Women: Abuse, Violence and Abandonment in 
Transnational Marriages: Issues for policy and practice in 
the UK and India, University of Lincoln.

1630 Singh, S., ‘Economic Abuse and Family Violence Across 
Cultures: Gendering Money and Assets Through Coercive 
Control’, in McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2020), 
Criminalising Coercve Control. Family Violence and the 
Criminal Law, Singapore: Springer Nature.

1631 Pewa, P., Thomas, S., Dagli, R., Solanki, J., Arora, G., Garla, 
B., (2015), ‘Occurrence of domestic violence among 
women and its impact on oral health in Jodhpur City’, The 
Journal of Contemporary Dental Practice, 16(3): 227-233.

1632 Cardenas, I., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2021), 
‘Improving Quality of Life Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors Through Economic Empowerment’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): NP14564–
NP14587.

1633 Alvarez, C., Lameiras-Fernandez, M., Holliday, C.N., Sabri, 
B., Campbell, J., (2018), ‘Latina and Caribbean Immigrant 
Women’s Experiences With Intimate Partner Violence: 
A Story of Ambivalent Sexism’, Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, 36(7-8): 3831-3854.

1634 Galvez, G., Mankowski, E.S., McGlade, M.S., Ruiz, M.E., 
(2011), ‘Work-related intimate partner violence among 
employed immigrants from Mexico’, Psychology of Men 
and Masculinity, 12(3): 230-246.

1635 Davila, A.L., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2017), 
‘Examining the Relationship Between Economic Abuse 
and Mental Health Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors in the United States’, Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 36(1-2): NP287-310NP.

1636 ASPIRE project, (2016), Financial abuse and immigrant 
women, ANROWS.

1637 Ibid.
1638 Ibid.
1639 Mosher, J.E., (2004), Walking on Eggshells: Abused 

Women’s Experiences of Ontario’s Welfare System, York 
University. 

1640 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1641 Rakotonarivo, A., (2020), Who are the women on the 
move? A portrait of female migrant workers, Available at: 
https://ilostat.ilo.org/who-are-the-women-on-the-move-
a-portrait-of-female-migrant-workers/  

https://ilostat.ilo.org/who-are-the-women-on-the-move-a-portrait-of-female-migrant-workers/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/who-are-the-women-on-the-move-a-portrait-of-female-migrant-workers/


191

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1642 UN Women, (2020), Explainer: how migration is a gender 
equality issue, Available at: https://interactive.unwomen.
org/multimedia/explainer/migration/en/index.html 

1643 Ibid. 
1644 ASPIRE project, (2016), Financial abuse and immigrant 

women, ANROWS.
1645 Ibid.
1646 Ibid.
1647 Bhandari, S., and Sabri, B., (2018), ‘Patterns of abuse 

among South Asian women experiencing domestic 
violence in the United States’, International Social Work, 
63(1): 55-68.

1648 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1649 D’Odorico, G., Hossain, M., Jamal, E., Scarpassa do Prado, 
D., Roberts, C., and Palmer, J., (2021), The gender-based 
violence (GBV) situation and response in Cabo Delgado, 
Mozambique: A rapid assessment, London Scool of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, United Nations Refugee 
Agency.

1650 Kim, J., (2011), ‘Trafficked: Domestic Violence, Exploitation 
in Marriage, and the Foreign-Bride Industry’, Virginia 
Journal of International Law, 51(2): 443-505.

1651 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse And 
Disability in the Context of Domestic and Family Violence, 
Sydney: Gendered Violence Research Network.

1652 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1653 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1654 Renzetti, C., (2009), Economic Stress and Domestic 
Violence, Center for Research on Violence Against 
Women.

1655 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1656 Mastrocinque, J.M., Thaw, D., Cerulli, C., Raimondi, C., 
Pollard, R.Q., Chin, N.P., (2017), ‘Deaf Victims’ Experiences 
With Intimate Partner Violence: The Need for Integration 
and Innovation’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 32(24): 
3753-3777.

1657 McGowan, J., Maher, J., Malowney, T., Thomas, K., (2019), 
Identifying economic abuse amongst women with 
disability in Victoria: a toolkit for service providers and 
people affected by family violence, ANROWS.

1658 Radford, J., Harne, L., Trotter, J., (2006), ‘Disabled women 
and domestic violence as violent crime’, Social Work in 
Action, 18(4): 2336-246.

1659 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1660 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

1661 Bates, E.A., (2020), ‘“Walking on egg shells”: A qualitative 
examination of men’s experiences of intimate partner 
violence’, Psychology of Men & Masculinities, 21(1): 13-24.

1662 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1663 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1664 Kutin, J., (2019), Exploring how economic abuse manifests 
in young adult relationships, RMIT.

1665 Bellew, K., (2005), ‘Silent Suffering: Uncovering 
and Understanding Domestic Violence in Affluent 
Communities’, Women’s Rights Law Reporters, 26: 39-52.

1666 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1667 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1668 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1669 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

1670 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1671 Fahmy, E., and Williamson, E., (2018), ‘Poverty and 
domestic violence and abuse (DVA) in the UK’, Journal of 
Gender Based Violence, 2(3): 481-501.

1672 Howard, M., and Bennett, F., (2021), Distribution of Money 
within the Household and Current Social Security Issues 
for Couples in the UK, Women’s Budget Group.

1673 Cares, A.C., and Cusick, G.R., (2012), ‘Risks and 
Opportunities of Faith and Culture: The Case of Abused 
Jewish Women’, Journal of Family Violence, 27(5): 427-435.

1674 Dehan, N., and Levi, Z., (2009), ‘Spiritual Abuse: An 
Additional Dimension of Abuse Experienced by Abused 
Haredi (Ultraorthodox) Jewish Wives’, Violence Against 
Women, 15(11): 1294-1310.

https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/explainer/migration/en/index.html
https://interactive.unwomen.org/multimedia/explainer/migration/en/index.html


192

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1675 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

1676 Farhall, K., (2020), ‘The impact of rurality on women’s 
‘space for action’ in domestic violence: findings from 
a meta-synthesis’, International Journal of Rural 
Criminology, 5(2): 182-203.

1677 Asiimwe, S., (2022), An investigation into female survivors’ 
experiences of intimate partner violence and access 
to justice in Uganda: a case of intimate relationships 
involving male police officers, Makerere University.

1678 Sanders, C.K., (2015), ‘Economic Abuse in the Lives of 
Women Abused by an Intimate Partner: A Qualitative 
Study’, Violence Against Women, 21(1): 3-29.

1679 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

1680 Chowbey, P., (2017), ‘Women’s narratives of economic 
abuse and financial strategies in Britain and South Asia’, 
Psychology of Violence, 7(3): 459-468.

1681 Power, E.M., (2006), ‘Economic Abuse and Intra-
household Inequities in Food Security’, Canadian Journal 
of Public Health, 97: 258-260.

1682 Dwarumpudi, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, E., 
Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Kapiga, S., and Stöckl, H.,, 
(2022), ‘Coping responses to intimate partner violence: 
narratives of women in North-west Tanzania’, Culture, 
Health & Sexuality, https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.
2042738

1683 De Serpa Pimentel, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, 
E., Mchome, Z., Malibwa, D., Dwarumpudi, A., Kapiga, 
S., and Stöckl, H., (2021), ‘Women’s understanding of 
economic abuse in North-Western Tanzania’, Women’s 
Health, 17: 1-11.

1684 Nanfuka, E., Turyomuruguendo, F., Ochen, E., Gibbs, G., 
(2020), ‘Leaving a Violent Child Marriage: Experiences of 
Adult Survivors in Uganda’, Social Sciences, 9(10): 1-18.

1685 Acikalin, G., (2020), The role of women`s education 
level in their financial participation and experiences of 
economic violence in the family, Middle East Technical 
University.

1686 Dwarupudi, A., Mshana, G., Aloyce, D., Peter, E., Mchome, 
Z., Malibwa, D., Kapiga, S., Stöckl, H., (2022), ‘Coping 
responses to intimate partner violence: narratives of 
women in North-west Tanzania’, Culture, Health & 
Sexuality, https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738 

1687 Eves, R., Kouro, G., Simiha, S., Subalik, R., (2018), Do No 
Harm Research: Papua New Guinea, Australian National 
University.

1688 Naved, R.T., Al Mamun, M., Parvin, K., Willan, S., Gibbs, 
A., Yu, M., Jewkes, R., (2018), ‘Magnitude and correlates 
of intimate partner violence against female garment 
workers from selected factories in Bangladesh’, PLOS 
ONE, 13(11): 1-22.

1689 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1690 Callaghan, J.E.M., Alexander, J.H., Sixsmith, J., Fellin, L.C., 
(2018), ‘Beyond ‘Witnessing’: Children’s Experiences of 
Coercive Control in Domestic Violence and Abuse’, Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence, 33(10): 1551-1581.

1691 Katz, E., (2019), ‘Coercive Control, Domestic Violence, and 
a Five-Factor Framework: Five Factors That Influence 
Closeness, Distance, and Strain in Mother-Child 
Relationships’, Violence Against Women, 25(15): 1829-1853.

1692 Mirtneh, K., (2014), Intimate Partner Violence Against 
Women In Fofa Village Of Yem Special District: 
Experiences And Coping Mechanisms Of Women 
Survivors, St Mary’s University.

1693 Eves, R., Kouro, G., Simiha, S., Subalik, R., (2018), Do 
No Harm Research: Bougainville, Australian National 
University.

1694 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

1695 Njoroge, D.W., (2018), Economic Effects Of Financial 
Abuse And The Coping Mechanisms Of Women In 
Intimate Relationships In Kahawa Sukari Location, Ruiru 
Constituency, Central Kenya, University of Nairobi.

1696 Chowbey, P., (2017), ‘Women’s narratives of economic 
abuse and financial strategies in Britain and South Asia’, 
Psychology of Violence, 7(3): 459-468.

1697 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1698 El-Nimr, N.A., Mamdouh, H.M., Ramadan, A., El Saeh, 
H.M., Shata, Z.N., (2021), ‘Intimate partner violence among 
Arab women before and during the COVID-19 lockdown’, 
Journal of The Egyptian Public Health Association, 96: 1-8.

1699 Abu-Elin, M.M., Alshora, A.A., Sadaka, M.S., Abdeldlaim, 
D.E., (2022), ‘Domestic violence against married women 
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Egypt’, BMC Women’s 
Health, 94: 1-10.

1700 Boxall, H., and Morgan, A., (2021), Intimate partner 
violence during the COVID-19 pandemic, ANROWS.

1701 Warren, S., Morley, C., Clarke, J., Vitis, L., Ryan, V., 
Carrington, K., Ball, M., (2021), ‘Weaponizing COVID-19: 
How the Pandemic Influenced the Behavior of 
Those Who Use Violence in Domestic and Family 
Relationships’, Violence Against Women, https://doi.
org/10.1177/10778012211054871

1702 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1703 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 

Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691058.2022.2042738


193

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1704 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S., (2021), Trust 
Survivors: Building an Effective and Inclusive Cash 
Assistance Program, FreeFrom.

1705 Sanford School of Public Policy, (2020), Increased 
Financial Risk/Economic Abuse Experienced by Victims 
due to COVID-19, Available at: https://sites.sanford.
duke.edu/genderviolencepolicy/2020/07/01/increased-
financial-risk-economic-abuse-experienced-by-victims-
due-to-covid-19/ 

1706 Ragavan, M.I., Risser, L., Duplessis, V., DeGue, S., 
Villaveces, A., Hurley, T.P., Chang, J., Miller, E., Randall, K.E., 
(2021), ‘The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the 
Needs and Lived Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence 
Survivors in the United States: Advocate Perspectives’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(12-13): 3114-3134.

1707 An Guest, F., Marx, D., van den Berg, W., (2021), State of 
South Africa’s Fathers 2021, Sonke Gender Justice.

1708 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1709 Ibid.
1710 World Bank Group, (2022), Women, Business and the Law 

2022, Washington DC: The World Bank.
1711 Ibid.
1712 Tavares, P. and Wodon, Q., (2018), Global and Regional 

Trends in Women’s Legal Protection Against Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Harassment, Washington DC: The 
World Bank.

1713 Ibid.
1714 Ibid.
1715 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 

Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1716 Ibid.
1717 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 

Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

1718 Rahman Khan, A., (2014), ‘Rural Bangladeshi Women’s 
Experiences of Domestic Violence: An Exploratory Study’, 
Journal of Social Research & Policy, 5(2): 45-68.

1719 Cited in Yau, J.H, Wong, J.Y., Choi, E.P., Fong, DY., (2019), 
‘Transcultural Validation of the 12-Item Scale of Economic 
Abuse in Chinese Population’, Violence and Victims, 34(5): 
804-817: 804.

1720 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 
Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1721 Ibid.
1722 World Bank Group, (2022), Women, Business and the Law 

2022, Washington DC: The World Bank.

1723 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 
Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1724 Quansak, E., (2006), ‘Progress and Retrogression on 
Domestic Violence Legislation in Ghana’, International 
Survey of Family Law, 235-244.

1725 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 
Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1726 Sedziafa, A.P., Tenkorang, E.Y., Owusu, A.Y., Sano, Y., (2016), 
‘Women’s Experiences of Intimate Partner Economic 
Abuse in the Eastern Region of Ghana’, Journal of Family 
Issues, 38(18): 2620-2641: 2622. 

1727 Mwamure, G.K., (2020), Economic abuse under domestic 
violence in Kenya on women, Strathmore: Strathmore 
University. 

1728 Ibid.
1729 Cantar, M., Vohra, N., (2021), Financial freedom: A step 

towards life without domestic violence, Available at: 
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/financial-
freedom-step-towards-life-without-domestic-violence 

1730 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 
Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1731 Ibid.
1732 Omidoyin, T.J., (2018), ‘Violence against Persons 

(Prohibition) Act 2015: a positive step to the eradication of 
domestic violence in Nigeria’, Nnamdi Azikiwe University 
Journal of International Law and Jurisprudence, 9(1): 39-
51: 46.

1733 Ibid, 47.
1734 Johnson, A., (2015), The need for a multifaceted approach 

to curbing domestic violence in Nigeria, University of 
Pretoria.

1735 Ibid.
1736 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 

Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1737 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town. 

1738 Beninger, C., (2017), ‘The Effectiveness of Legislative 
Reform in Combating Domestic Violence: A Comparative 
Analysis of Laws in Ghana, Namibia and South Africa’, 
Netherlands Quarterly of Human Rights, 32(1): 75-108.

1739 Clarke, S., (2014), “…Economic abuse to me is not seen, 
you know?” Service provider’s perceptions of women’s 
experiences of economic abuse within domestic violent 
relationships, University of Cape Town: 98.

https://sites.sanford.duke.edu/genderviolencepolicy/2020/07/01/increased-financial-risk-economic-abuse-experienced-by-victims-due-to-covid-19/
https://sites.sanford.duke.edu/genderviolencepolicy/2020/07/01/increased-financial-risk-economic-abuse-experienced-by-victims-due-to-covid-19/
https://sites.sanford.duke.edu/genderviolencepolicy/2020/07/01/increased-financial-risk-economic-abuse-experienced-by-victims-due-to-covid-19/
https://sites.sanford.duke.edu/genderviolencepolicy/2020/07/01/increased-financial-risk-economic-abuse-experienced-by-victims-due-to-covid-19/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/financial-freedom-step-towards-life-without-domestic-violence
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/financial-freedom-step-towards-life-without-domestic-violence


194

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1740 Ibid.
1741 Kamanzi, A., (2012), ‘The Treatment of Domestic Violence 

against Women in Tanzania: A Lesson from South Africa’, 
Tuma Law Review, 1: 30-45. 

1742 Ibid. 
1743 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-

Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

1744 Flodkvist, E., (2019), “I feel that I have no one to help 
me”: Women’s perceptions of causes of alcohol-related 
violence and what coping strategies these women use in 
the context of Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

1745 Kabeya, E., (2021), A Critical Examination of the Anti-
Gender Based Violence Act and Martial Rape in Zambia, 
Cavendish University.

1746 Flodkvist, E., (2019), “I feel that I have no one to help 
me”: Women’s perceptions of causes of alcohol-related 
violence and what coping strategies these women use in 
the context of Livingstone, Zambia, Uppsala University.

1747 Banda, F., (2007), ‘Developments in Zimbabwe’, 
International Survey of Family Law, 333-355: 336.

1748 Chikukuza, G., (2013), An investigation into the recognition 
and protection of women’s rights in the home: a case 
study of Z.R.P Donnington policing area, Bulawayo, 
period January 2010-December 2012, Bindura: Bindura 
University of Science Education. 

1749 Ibid. 
1750 Banda, F., (2007), ‘Developments in Zimbabwe’, 

International Survey of Family Law, 333-355: 336.
1751 Goonetileke, S.M.E., (2015), ‘Domestic Violence: Is the Sri 

Lankan Woman Still Trapped in the Private Sphere’, OUSL 
Journal, 8: 101-123.

1752 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

1753 Alsawalqa, R.O., (2021), ‘Women’s abuse experiences 
in Jordan: A comparative study using rural and urban 
classifications’, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Communications, 8: 186.

1754 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

1755 World Economic Forum, (2022), Global Gender Gap 
Report 202: Insight Report, World Economic Forum.

1756 Afrin, Z., (2017), ‘Combating Domestic Violence 
in Bangladesh: Law, Policy and Other Relevant 
Considerations’, Annual Survey of International and 
Comparative Law, 22: 161-174.

1757 Ibid.
1758 Ibid.

1759 Ibid.
1760 Begum, A., (2014), ‘Dowry in Bangladesh: A Search 

from an International Perspective for an Effective Legal 
Approach to Mitigate Women’s Experiences’, Journal of 
International Women’s Studies, 15(2): 249-267.

1761 Ibid.
1762 Ibid.
1763 Weston, C., (2014), Why Doesn’t She Leave? Civil 

Protection Orders for Low-Income Women Facing 
Economic Abuse, Washington and Lee University.

1764 Vyas, P., (2006), ‘Reconceptualising Domestic Violence in 
India: Economic Abuse and the Need for Broad Statutory 
Interpretaton to Promote Women’s Fundamental Rights’, 
Michigan Journal of Gender & Law, 13(1); 177-206: 190

1765 Singh, K., (2013), Separated and Divorced Women in India: 
Economic Rights and Entitlements, New Delhi: Sage.

1766 Ibid.
1767 O’Connor, M., and Asthana, M.S., (2015), Refusal to 

Comply with Demands for Dowry Contributes to Family 
Violence and Death in Victoria, Australasian Centre for 
Human Rights and Health.

1768 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

1769 Ibid.
1770 O’Connor, M., and Asthana, M.S., (2015), Refusal to 

Comply with Demands for Dowry Contributes to Family 
Violence and Death in Victoria, Australasian Centre for 
Human Rights and Health.

1771 Munir, L.Z., (2005), ‘Domestic Violence in Indonesia’, 
Muslim World Journal of Human Rights, 2(1): 1-37.

1772 Ibid.
1773 Fakhri, R., Yahya, A., (2019), ‘The Protection Of Women 

As The Victim Of Economic Abuse Under International 
Human Rights Law In Indonesia’, Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa 
Bidang Hukum, 3(4):727-738.

1774 Randawar, D.K., (2018), ‘The Definition of Domestic 
Violence in Malaysia: A Cross-National Comparison’, 
Akademika, 88(3): 77-89.

1775 Ibid.
1776 De Silva de Alwis, R., (2012), ‘Domestic Violence 

Lawmaking in Asia: Some Innovative Trends in Feminist 
Lawmaking’, UCLA Pacific Basin Law Journal, 29(2): 176-
233.

1777 Randawar, D.K., (2018), ‘The Definition of Domestic 
Violence in Malaysia: A Cross-National Comparison’, 
Akademika, 88(3): 77-89.

1778 Senanayake, L., (2014), Health Sector Response to GBV 
National Guideline on providing care and prevention for 
Health Care Providers, Ministry of Health: Maldives. 



195

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1779 Library of Congress, (2017), Mongolia: Domestic Violence 
Made a Criminal Offense, Available at: https://www.loc.
gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2017-04-12/mongolia-
domestic-violence-made-a-criminal-offense/ 

1780 Ibid.
1781 Gupta, P.P., Bhandari, R., Khanal, V., Gupta, S., (2018), ‘A 

cross-sectional study on domestic violence in emergency 
department of Eastern Nepal’, Journal of Family Medicine 
and Primary Care, 7(3):542-545.

1782 De Silva de Alwis, R., (2012), ‘Domestic Violence 
Lawmaking in Asia: Some Innovative Trends in Feminist 
Lawmaking’, UCLA Pacific Basin Law Journal, 29(2): 176-
233.

1783 Patil, V.P., (2022), A Pre-, Post- Analysis of Laws Against 
Domestic Violence in India and Pakistan: A Quasi-
Experimental Study, Oregon State University. 

1784 De Silva de Alwis, R., (2012), ‘Domestic Violence 
Lawmaking in Asia: Some Innovative Trends in Feminist 
Lawmaking’, UCLA Pacific Basin Law Journal, 29(2): 176-
233: 205-6.

1785 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S. (2020), Making Safety 
Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-building 
issue, FreeFrom and Asset Funders Network.

1786 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili: 19.

1787 Haider, H., (2012), Helpdesk Research Report: Violence 
against women and girls in Timor-Leste, Government and 
Social Development Resource Centre.

1788 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, The Asia 
Foundation: Dili: 20.

1789 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, (2011), 
Preventing And Responding To Domestic Violence: 
Trainee’s manual for law enforcement and justice sectors 
in Vietnam, UONDC: Hanoi.

1790 De Silva de Alwis, R., (2012), ‘Domestic Violence 
Lawmaking in Asia: Some Innovative Trends in Feminist 
Lawmaking’, UCLA Pacific Basin Law Journal, 29(2): 176-
233.

1791 ECOVIO, (2020), D3.1. Report on gender-based economic 
violence at European level, ECOVIO.

1792 Ibid.
1793 European Commission, (2021), Criminalisation of gender-

based violence against women in European states, 
including ICT-facilitated violence: a special report, 
Publications Office.  

1794 Ibid.
1795 Ibid.
1796 Ibid.

1797 For Bulgaria, see also: European Institute for Gender 
Equality, (2017), Combating violence against women: 
Bulgaria, European Institute for Gender Equality.

1798 For Romania, see also: European Institute for Gender 
Equality, (2017), Combating violence against women: 
Romania, European Institute for Gender Equality. 

1799 For Slovenia, see also: European Institute for Gender 
Equality, (2017), Combating violence against women: 
Slovenia, European Institute for Gender Equality.

1800 For Slovakia, see also: European Institute for Gender 
Equality, (2017), Combating violence against women: 
Slovakia, European Institute for Gender Equality. 

1801 European Commission, (2021), Criminalisation of gender-
based violence against women in European states, 
including ICT-facilitated violence: a special report, 
Publications Office. 

1802 European Institute for Gender Equality, (2017), Combating 
violence against women: Denmark, European Institute for 
Gender Equality

1803 ECOVIO, (2020), WP2: Determining The Scope Of The 
Economic Abuse Context And Analysis Of Results: 
Systematic Review, ECOVIO.

1804 Sheehy, D., (2019), ‘Toward a new ‘measuring of harm’: 
A critique of the offence of ‘coercive control’ under the 
Domestic Violence Act 2018’, King’s Student Law Review, 
10(1): 51-64.

1805 European Commission, (2021), Criminalisation of gender-
based violence against women in European states, 
including ICT-facilitated violence: a special report, 
Publications Office..

1806 Klasnic, K., (2011), ‘Economic violence against women in 
intimate relationships in Croatian society - a conceptual 
framework’, Socijalna Ekologija, 20(3): 335-356

1807 Bilovol, O., (2020), ‘Economic Violence As A Type Of 
Domestic Violence: Statutory Regulation And The First 
Experience Of Application Of The Criminal Legislation Of 
Ukraine’, European Cooperation, 4(48): 22-34.

1808 Ibid, 25.
1809 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), ‘Understanding the economics of 

abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill’, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163-173: 168.

1810 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 
(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

1811 Home Office, (2021), Statutory definition of domestic 
abuse factsheet, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-
factsheets/statutory-definition-of-domestic-abuse-
factsheet 

1812 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2017-04-12/mongolia-domestic-violence-made-a-criminal-offense/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2017-04-12/mongolia-domestic-violence-made-a-criminal-offense/
https://www.loc.gov/item/global-legal-monitor/2017-04-12/mongolia-domestic-violence-made-a-criminal-offense/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/statutory-definition-of-domestic-abuse-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/statutory-definition-of-domestic-abuse-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/statutory-definition-of-domestic-abuse-factsheet
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets/statutory-definition-of-domestic-abuse-factsheet


196

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1813 National Assembly for Wales, (2015), Violence against 
Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 
2015, National Assembly for Wales.

1814 Johnson, L., ‘Economic Abuse Within Intimate relationships’ 
in Devaney, J., Bradbury-Jones, C., Macy, R.J., Øverlien, 
C., Holt, S., (eds), (2021), The Routledge International 
Handbook of Domestic Violence and Abuse, London: 
Routledge. 

1815 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1816 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2017), Coercive or controlling behaviour: 
how it relates to economic abuse, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

1817 Sharp-Jeffs, N. and Learmouth, S., (2017), Into Plain 
Sight. How economic abuse is reflected in successful 
prosecutions of controlling or coercive behaviour, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1818 McQuigg, R.J.A., (2021), ‘Northern Ireland’s New Offence 
of Domestic Abuse’, Statute Law Review, doi:10.1093/slr/
hmab013.

1819 Lawrence, S, (2021), Economic Empowerment for 
Survivors of Domestic Violence in Northern Ireland, ARK. 

1820 Sharp-Jeffs, N. (2021) Understanding the economics of 
abuse: an assessment of the economic abuse definition 
within the Domestic Abuse Bill, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(1): 163–73.

1821 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

1822 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1823 Canadian Center for Women’s Empowerment, (2021), 
Policy Recommendations for the Banks, Credit Unions 
and Financial Institutions on Addressing Economic Abuse 
in the Context of Gender-Based Violence in Canada, 
CCFWE. 

1824 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1825 Canadian Center for Women’s Empowerment, (2021), 
Policy Recommendations for the Banks, Credit Unions 
and Financial Institutions on Addressing Economic Abuse 
in the Context of Gender-Based Violence in Canada, 
CCFWE.

1826 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1827 Koshan, J., Mosher, J.E., Wiegers, W.A., ‘The Costs of Justice 
in Domestic Violence Cases: Mapping Canadian Law 
and Policy’, in Farrow, T.C.W., and Jacobs, L.A., (2020), 
The Justice Crisis: the Cost and Value of Accessing Law, 
Vancouver: UBC Press.

1828 Ibid.
1829 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1830 Hrymak, H., and Hawkins, K., (2021), Why Can’t Everyone 
Just Get Along? How BC’s Family Law System Puts 
Survivors in Danger, Vancouver: Rise Women’s Legal 
Centre: 20.

1831 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 
Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633. 

1832 Quezada-Astudillo, J.P., and Zamora-Vázquez, A.F., (2021), 
‘Violation of the rights of women victims of economic 
and patrimonial violence’, FIPCAEC Scientific Magazine 
(Promotion of Research and Publication in Administrative, 
Economic and Accounting Sciences), 6(3): 475-498.

1833 Johnson, E.J., and Boodram, C.A.S., (2019), ‘Exploring 
the Experiences of Females on Reporting Incidents of 
Domestic Violence in Trinidad and Tobago’, British Journal 
of Social Work, 49(8): 2226-2244.

1834 Stylianou, A.M., (2018), ‘Economic Abuse Within Intimate 
Partner Violnece: A Review of the Literature’, Violence and 
Victims, 33(1): 3-22.

1835 Ibid.
1836 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1837 Ibid.
1838 Clarke, J., (2014), ‘(In)Equitable Relief: How Judicial 

Misconceptions about Domestic Violence Prevent Victims 
from Attaining Innocent Spouse Relief under I.R.C. Sec. 
6015 (F)’, Journal of Gender, Social Policy & the Law, 22(4): 
826-856.

1839 Ibid, 4.
1840 Ibid, 28.
1841 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., and Javorka, M., (2020), ‘The 

Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1842 Weston, C., (2014), Why Doesn’t She Leave? Civil 
Protection Orders for Low-Income Women Facing 
Economic Abuse, Washington and Lee University.

1843 FreeFrom, (2021), The National Survivor Financial 
Security Policy Map And Scorecard, Available at: https://
mapandscorecard.freefrom.org/ 

https://mapandscorecard.freefrom.org/
https://mapandscorecard.freefrom.org/


197

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1844 Ibid.
1845 Ibid.
1846 Ibid.
1847 Adams, M.E., (2019), ‘Assuring Financial Stability for 

Survivors of Domestic Violence: A Judicial Remedy for 
Coerced Debt in New York’s Family Courts’, Brooklyn Law 
Review, 84(4): 1387-1420.

1848 Adams, A.E., Littwin, A.K., and Javorka, M., (2020), ‘The 
Frequency, Nature and Effects of Coerced Debt Among 
a National Sample of Women Seeking Help for Intimate 
Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 26(11): 1324-
1342.

1849 Littwin, A., (2013), ‘Escaping Battered Credit: A Proposal 
for Repairing Credit Reports Damaged by Domestic 
Violence’, University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 161(2): 
363-429.

1850 Adams, M.E., (2019), ‘Assuring Financial Stability for 
Survivors of Domestic Violence: A Judicial Remedy for 
Coerced Debt in New York’s Family Courts’, Brooklyn Law 
Review, 84(4): 1387-1420.

1851 Ibid.
1852 Garakani, A., (2019), Maine Enacts Law Protecting Victims 

of Economic Abuse, Available at: https://www.jdsupra.
com/legalnews/maine-enacts-law-protecting-victims-
of-69515/ 

1853  Ibid. 
1854 Ibid.
1855 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 

Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1856 KPMG, (2020), Literature and desktop review: preventing 
the financial abuse of women, Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet.

1857 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1858 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1859 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1860 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1861 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C.,, (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1862 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1863 McMahon, M., and McGorrery, P., (2016), ‘Criminalising 
Controlling and Coercive Behaviour’, Alternative Law 
Journal, 41(2): 98-101.

1864 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

1865 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1866 Singh, S., and Sidhu, J., (2020), ‘Coercive control of money, 
dowry and remittances among Indian migrant women in 
Australia’, South Asian Diaspora, 12(1): 35-50.

1867 Vidal, L., and Saca, P., (2018), Submission to the Senate 
Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs: 
The practice of dowry and the incidence of dowry abuse 
in Australia, Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand and 
inTouch Multicultural Centre Against Family Violence.

1868 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1869 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C.,, (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1870 O’Connor, M., and Asthana, M.S., (2015), Refusal to 
Comply with Demands for Dowry Contributes to Family 
Violence and Death in Victoria, Australasian Centre for 
Human Rights and Health.

1871 Jury, A., Thorburn, N., Weatherall, R., (2017), ‘“What’s his 
is his and what’s mine is his”: Financial power and the 
economic abuse of women in Aotearoa’, Aotearoa New 
Zealand Social Work, 29(2): 69-82.

1872 Ibid.
1873 Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee, 

(2019), Practice of dowry and the incidence of dowry, 
Legal and Constitutional Affairs References Committee.

1874 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S. (2020), Making Safety 
Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-building 
issue, FreeFrom and Asset Funders Network.

1875 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 
New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand.

1876 Ibid.
1877 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 

Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/maine-enacts-law-protecting-victims-of-69515/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/maine-enacts-law-protecting-victims-of-69515/
https://www.jdsupra.com/legalnews/maine-enacts-law-protecting-victims-of-69515/


198

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1878 Littwin, A., Perova, E., Reynolds, S.A., (2019), ‘A conditional 
cash transfer and Women’s empowerment: Does Bolsa 
Familia Influence intimate partner violence?’, Social 
Science & Medicine, 238: 112462.

1879 Santiago, M.C.N.N., (2020), ‘Economic Violence Towards 
Women In Brazil: Its Acknowledgement And Application’, 
Faculty Magazine, XI(2):45-66.

1880 Ibid.
1881 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘From Marital Power to 

Economic and Patrimonial Violence in Colombia’, Estudios 
Socio-Juridicos, 23(1):219-252.

1882 Ibid.
1883 Ibid.
1884 Ibid.
1885 Ibid.
1886 Musalo, K., Pellegrin, E., Roberts, S.S., (2010), ‘Crimes 

without Punishment: Violence against Women In 
Guatemala’, Hastings Women’s Law Journal, 21(2): 161-222.

1887 Ibid.
1888 Witte-Lebhar, B., (2012), Cash-Strapped Femicide 

Law Takes Effect In Nicaragua, Available at: 
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.
cgi?article=10989&context=noticen

1889 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 
Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

1890 Silvia-Martinez, E., and Vázquez-Pagán, J.M., (2019), 
‘Economic abuse and intimate partner violence in the 
Puerto Rican context’, Prospectiva, (28):121-143.

1891 Ibid.
1892 Deere, C.D., and Leon, M., (2021), ‘Consensual Unions, 

Property Rights, and Patrimonial Violence against Women 
in Latin America’, Social Politics, 29(2): 608-633.

1893 Ibid. 
1894 Demirgüç-Kunt, A., Leora Klapper, L., Singer, D., and 

Ansar, S., (2022), Global Findex Database 2021: Financial 
Inclusion, Digital Payments and Resilienace in the Age of 
COVID-19, The World Bank.

1895 Ibid.
1896  MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: 

a Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1897 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments 
that Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-
Led Approach for the Financial Services Sector in 
Empowering and Supporting Customers and Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

1898 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network

1899 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 
Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

1900 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C.,, (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1901 6 Moments That Matter and the PEOPLE Framework 
are the intellectual property of Jane Portas and are 
reproduced in this bibliography with written consent.  
Further details about 6 Moments That Matter and the 
PEOPLE Framework, copyright and use terms, may be 
found at 6momentsthatmatter.com.

1902 Ibid.
1903 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 

Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments 
that Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-
Led Approach for the Financial Services Sector in 
Empowering and Supporting Customers and Employees, 
London: 6 Moments That Matter and Surviving Economic 
Abuse, Copyright © 2021, Available from: https://
www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material 

1904 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network

1905 Ibid.
1906 Kintominas, A., (2019), ‘Addressing economic abuse - can 

we bank on it?’, Human Rights Defender, 28(3): 33-35. 
1907 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 

the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1908 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1909 Ibid.
1910 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 

to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria.

1911 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1912 Citizens Advice Bureau, (2014), Controlling money, 
controlling lives. Financial abuse in Britain, Citizens Advice 
Bureau.

1913 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1914 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse, Refuge.
1915 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 

Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material
https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material


199

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1916 CCFWE, (2021), Re: Submission: Guideline on Complaint-
Handling Procedures for Banks and Authorized Foreign 
Banks, CCFWE.

1917 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1918 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2015), Money Matters: research into 
the nature and extent of financial abuse within intimate 
relationships in the UK, London: Refuge and Co-operative 
Bank.

1919 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread.

1920 Citizens Advice Bureau, (2014), Controlling money, 
controlling lives. Financial abuse in Britain, Citizens Advice 
Bureau.

1921 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

1922 Ibid.
1923 Human Rights Watch, (2014), Shattered Dreams: Impact 

of Spain’s Housing Crisis on Vulnerable Groups, Human 
Rights Watch.

1924 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse, 98.

1925 Warren, S., Morley, C., Clarke, J., Vitis, L., Ryan, V., 
Carrington, K., Ball, M., (2021), ‘Weaponizing COVID-19: 
How the Pandemic Influenced the Behavior of Those 
Who Use Violence in Domestic and Family Relationships’, 
Violence Against Women, 28(14): 3415-3437.

1926 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1927 Australian Banking Association, (2021), Preventing and 
responding to family and domestic violence, Australian 
Banking Association.

1928 Ibid.
1929 UK Finance, (2021), 2021 Financial Abuse Code, UK 

Finance.
1930 Ibid.
1931 Ibid.
1932 Ibid.
1933 BPFI, (2022), BPFI Principles on Financial Abuse, BPFI.
1934 Shevlin, L., (2022), Over 20% of young women do not 

have control over their finances and are more likely to 
rely on others for help managing their money – new BPFI 
research, Available at: https://bpfi.ie/over-20-of-young-
women-do-not-have-control-over-their-finances-and-
are-more-likely-to-rely-on-others-for-help-managing-
their-money-new-bpfi-research/

1935 Canadian Centre for Women’s Empowerment, (2021), 
Policy Recommendations for the Banks, Credit Unions 
and Financial Institutions on Addressing Economic Abuse 
in the Context of Gender-Based Violence in Canada, 
CCFWE.

1936 Ibid.
1937 BNZ Media, (2020), BNZ offers banking support to 

domestic and economic abuse victim survivors, Available 
at: https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2020/06/bnz-offers-banking-
support-to-domestic-and-economic-abuse-victim-
survivors 

1938 BNZ Media, (2021), BNZ to abusers: We see you and 
we’ll put a stop to it, Available at: https://blog.bnz.
co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-
put-a-stop-to-it 

1939 BNZ Media, (2021), BNZ sets sights on tackling economic 
harm, Available at: https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/11/bnz-
sets-sights-on-tackling-economic-harm 

1940 Ibid.
1941 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 

New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand, 23. 

1942 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

1943 Ibid.
1944 Essential Services Commission, (2019), Better practice in 

responding to family violence. Exploring ways energy and 
water retailers can provide family violence assistance that 
is safe and effective, Essential Services Commission.

1945 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2017), Supporting Survivors of Financial 
Abuse: Learning for the UK, London: Surviving Economic 
Abuse.

1946 Ibid.
1947  Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S. (2020), Making 

Safety Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-
building issue, FreeFrom and Asset Funders Network.

1948 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1949 Austin, A., (2019), Lloyds offers guidance to financial 
abuse victims, Available at: https://www.ftadviser.com/
companies/2019/08/29/lloyds-offers-guidance-to-
financial-abuse-victims/

1950 Adisa, O., (2020), A summative evaluation of the Domestic 
and Economic Abuse Project (DEAP), Centre for Abuse 
Research, University of Suffolk.

1951 Austin, A., (2019), Lloyds offers guidance to financial 
abuse victims, Available at: https://www.ftadviser.com/
companies/2019/08/29/lloyds-offers-guidance-to-
financial-abuse-victims/.

https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2020/06/bnz-offers-banking-support-to-domestic-and-economic-abuse-victim-survivors
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2020/06/bnz-offers-banking-support-to-domestic-and-economic-abuse-victim-survivors
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2020/06/bnz-offers-banking-support-to-domestic-and-economic-abuse-victim-survivors
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/05/bnz-to-abusers-we-see-you-and-well-put-a-stop-to-it
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/11/bnz-sets-sights-on-tackling-economic-harm
https://blog.bnz.co.nz/2021/11/bnz-sets-sights-on-tackling-economic-harm


200

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1952 NatWest, (2021), NatWest review highlights measures 
needed to tackle coercive debt, Available at: https://
www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-
highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html 

1953  Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

1954 Women’s Spirit, (2020), Effectiveness Evaluation Report, 
Tel-Aviv, Women’s Spirit.

1955 Ibid.
1956 O’Brien, L., Chen, V., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2021), ‘An 

Impending ‘Avalanche’: Debt Collection and Consumer 
Harm after COVID-19’, Australian Business Law Review, 
49(2): 84-115.

1957 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178. 

1958 Bell, K., and Kober, C., (2008), The Financial Impact Of 
Domestic Violence, Family Welfare Association and One 
Parent Families, Gingerbread. 

1959 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

1960 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

1961 Kim., C., (2015), ‘Credit Cards: Weapons for Domestic 
Violence’, Duke Journal of Gender Law & Policy, 22(2): 281-
309.

1962 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1963  Ibid.
1964 O’Brien, L., Chen, V., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2021), ‘An 

Impending ‘Avalanche’: Debt Collection and Consumer 
Harm after COVID-19’, Australian Business Law Review, 
49(2): 84-115.

1965 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1966 O’Brien, L., Chen, V., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2021), ‘An 
Impending ‘Avalanche’: Debt Collection and Consumer 
Harm after COVID-19’, Australian Business Law Review, 
49(2): 84-115.

1967 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 
Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026, 1007.

1968 Ibid.
1969 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 

Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

1970 Ibid.
1971 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 

abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.
1972 Ibid.
1973 Ibid.
1974 Ibid.
1975 Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2017), Supporting Survivors of Financial 

Abuse: Learning for the UK, London: Surviving Economic 
Abuse.

1976 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

1977 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

1978 Ibid.
1979 Ibid.
1980 Ibid.
1981 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

1982 Unpublished data.
1983 Ibid.
1984 UK Finance, (2021), 2021 Financial Abuse Code, UK 

Finance.
1985 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 

Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

1986 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1987 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C., (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

1988 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments 
that Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-
Led Approach for the Financial Services Sector in 
Empowering and Supporting Customers and Employees, 
London: Surviving Economic Abuse and 6 Moments That 
Matter.

1989 Insurance Council of Australia, (2021), Guide to helping 
customers affected by family violence. To support the 
Insurance Council of Australia’s Gender Insurance Code 
of Practice, Insurance Council of Australia. 

1990 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 
Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html
https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html
https://www.natwestgroup.com/news/2021/04/natwest-review-highlights-measures-needed-tackle-coercive-debt.html


201

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

1991 Ibid.
1992 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 

Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom. 

1993 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1994 Ibid.
1995 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 

abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.
1996 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 

Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

1997 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

1998 Ibid.
1999 Ibid.
2000 Demirgüç-Kunt, A., Leora Klapper, L., Singer, D., and 

Ansar, S., (2022), Global Findex Database 2021: Financial 
Inclusion, Digital Payments and Resilienace in the Age of 
COVID-19, The World Bank.

2001 Wilkund, M., (2021), The Cashless Society – Possible 
Impacts For Women Experiencing Economic Abuse, 
Malmö University.

2002 Ibid.
2003 Ibid.
2004 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 

Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2005 Demirgüç-Kunt, A., Leora Klapper, L., Singer, D., and 
Ansar, S., (2022), Global Findex Database 2021: Financial 
Inclusion, Digital Payments and Resilienace in the Age of 
COVID-19, The World Bank.

2006 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2007 Fitz-Gibbon, K., McGowan, J., Mead, J., (2021), Prevention 
of Financial Abuse Workshop: Workshop Summary 
Report, Monash University.

2008 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2009 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network

2010 Ibid.
2011 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 

promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2012 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2013 Ibid.
2014 Ibid. 
2015 Ibid.
2016 Ibid. 
2017 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 

to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria. 

2018 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group. 

2019 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

2020 Economic Abuse Reference Group, (2020), Submission 
to the Family Violence Reform Implementation Monitor: 
Monitoring the Family Violence Reforms, Economic Abuse 
Reference Group. 

2021 Essential Services Commission, (2019), Better practice in 
responding to family violence. Exploring ways energy and 
water retailers can provide family violence assistance that 
is safe and effective, Essential Services Commission. 

2022 Economic Abuse Reference Group, (2020), Submission 
to the Family Violence Reform Implementation Monitor: 
Monitoring the Family Violence Reforms, Economic Abuse 
Reference Group.

2023 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C., (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2024 Ibid.
2025 Ibid.
2026 Ibid.
2027 Ibid.
2028 Ibid.
2029 Ibid.
2030 Essential Services Commission, (2019), Better practice in 

responding to family violence. Exploring ways energy and 
water retailers can provide family violence assistance that 
is safe and effective, Essential Services Commission. 

2031 Cited in Venville, E., (2021), Missing Voices: Victim-Survivor 
Perspectives On The Impact Of Reforms To The Victorian 
Water Business Customer Service Codes 2017, Monash 
University.

2032 Venville, E., (2021), Missing Voices: Victim-Survivor 
Perspectives On The Impact Of Reforms To The Victorian 
Water Business Customer Service Codes 2017, Monash 
University.

2033 Ibid.
2034 Ibid.
2035 Ibid.



202

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2036 Bond, C., Tonkin, S., Sterling, C., (2018), Responding to 
Financial Abuse: Community, business and government 
responses to the financial impacts of family violence in 
Victoria, Economic Abuse Reference Group. 

2037 UN Women, (2015), Essential services package for women 
and girls subject to violence, Available at: https://www.
unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/
essential-services-package-for-women-and-girls-
subject-to-violence 

2038 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2039 Kutin, J., Reid, M., and Russell, R., (2019), ‘What is this 
thing called money? Economic abuse in young adult 
relationships’, Journal of Social Marketing, 9(1): 111-128.

2040 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 
(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

2041 Ibid.
2042 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S., (2020), Making 

Safety Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-
building issue, FreeFrom.

2043 Doyle, K., Durrence, A.., and Passi, S., (2021), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during COVID-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

2044 Johnston, D., and Subrahmanyam, D., (2018), Denied! How 
Economic Abuse Perpetuates Homelessness For Domestic 
Violence Survivors, CAMBA Legal Services Inc..

2045 Halliwell, G., Daw, J., Hay, S., Dheensa, S., Jacob, S., (2021), 
‘‘A life barely half lived’: domestic abuse and sexual 
violence practitioners’ experiences and perceptions of 
providing care to survivors of non-physical abuse within 
intimate partner relationships’, Journal of Gender-Based 
Violence, 5(2): 249-269.

2046 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2047 Ibid.
2048 KPMG, (2020), Literature and desktop review: preventing 

the financial abuse of women, Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet.

2049 Svoboda, D.K.V., (2012), An Intrinsic Case Study of a 
Domestic Violence Organization’s Promotion of Economic 
Justice for Survivors, University of Maryland.

2050 Stylianou, A.M., (2018), ‘Economic Abuse Within Intimate 
Partner Violence: A Review of the Literature’, Violence and 
Victims, 33(1): 3-22.

2051 Ibid.
2052 Office of the Manhattan Borough President, (2012), 

Economic Abuse: The Untold Cost of Domestic Violence, 
Manhattan: Office of the Manhattan Borough President.

2053 Ibid.
2054 Adams, A., Sullivan, C.M., Bybee, D., and Greeson, M.R., 

(2008), ‘Development of the Scale of Economic Abuse’, 
Violence Against Women, 14(5): 562-588.

2055 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

2056 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2057 Adams, A.E., Greeson, M.R., Littwin, A.K. and Javorka, 
M., (2019), ‘The revised Scale of Economic Abuse 
(SEA2): development and initial psychometric testing 
of an updated measure of economic abuse in intimate 
relationships’, Psychology of Violence, 10(3): 268-278.

2058 Stylianou, A.M., (2018), ‘Economic Abuse Within Intimate 
Partner Violence: A Review of the Literature’, Violence and 
Victims, 33(1): 3-22.

2059 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2060 Canadian Centre for Women’s Empowerment, (2021), 
Policy Recommendations for the Banks, Credit Unions 
and Financial Institutions on Addressing Economic Abuse 
in the Context of Gender-Based Violence in Canada, 
CCFWE.

2061 Boyce, C., Koliner, S., Koplin, K., Sun, S., Trifone, D., Wong, J., 
(2014), Barriers to Building Financial Security for Survivors 
of Domestic Violence, Robert M. LaFollette School of 
Public Affairs, University of Wisconsin-Madison.

2062 Correia, A., (2016), ‘Strategies to Expand Battered 
Women’s Economic Opportunities’, Building 
Comprehensive Solutions to Domestic Violence: 
Publication 9, National Resource Center on Domestic 
Violence.

2063 Butt, E., (2020), Know Economic Abuse 2020 report, 
London: Refuge.

2064 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2065 Ibid.
2066 Christy, K., Welter, T., Dundon, K., Valandra, Bruce, A., 

(2020), ‘Economic Abuse: A Subtle but Common Form 
of Power and Control’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 
37(1-2):NP473-499.

2067 Soibatian, C.V., (2017), Exploring Ecological Factors 
Influencing Economic Advocacy for Domestic Violence 
Survivors Domestic Violence Survivors, DePaul University.

https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/essential-services-package-for-women-and-girls-subject-to-violence
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/essential-services-package-for-women-and-girls-subject-to-violence
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/essential-services-package-for-women-and-girls-subject-to-violence
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/12/essential-services-package-for-women-and-girls-subject-to-violence


203

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2068 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

2069 Ibid.
2070 Ibid.
2071 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), New data 

shows victim-survivors of economic abuse are 
left with long-lasting harm, Available at: https://
survivingeconomicabuse.org/new-data-shows-victim-
survivors-of-economic-abuse-are-left-with-long-lasting-
harm/

2072 ECOVIO, (2020), Comparative Research Into European 
Legal Frameworks And Best Practices Proposals For 
Decision-Makers: Report on Gender-based economic 
violence at European level, ECOVIO.

2073 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2074 Ibid.
2075 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2076 Ibid.
2077 Ibid.
2078 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 

responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2079 Ibid.
2080 Ibid.
2081 Ibid.
2082 Ibid.
2083 Ibid.
2084 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2085 Ibid.
2086 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 

Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

2087 Ibid.
2088 Ibid.
2089 Ibid.
2090 Ibid.
2091 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2092 Ibid.
2093 Women’s Spirit, (2020), Effectiveness Evaluation Report, 

Tel-Aviv, Women’s Spirit.
2094 Ibid.
2095 Ibid.
2096 Ibid.
2097 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 

Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

2098 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2099 ASPIRE project, (2016), Financial abuse and immigrant 
women, ANROWS.

2100 Breckenridge, J., (2021), Understanding Economic and 
Financial Abuse in First Nations Communities, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network.

2101 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse And 
Disability in the Context of Domestic and Family Violence, 
Sydney: Gendered Violence Research Network.

2102 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2103 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 
Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

2104 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

2105 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 
Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

2106 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2107 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

2108 Ibid.
2109 Vyas, S., and Watts, C., (2009), ‘How Does Economic 

Empowerment Affect Women’s Risk of Intimate Partner 
Violence in Low and Middle Income Countries? A 
Systematic Review of Published Evidence’, Journal of 
International Development, 21: 577-602.

2110 Williams, A., Heise, L., and Tas, E., (2022), How Well Do 
Economic Empowerment Efforts Prevent Intimate

Partner Violence In South Asia?, South Asia Gender Innovation 
Lab.



204

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2111 Bolis, M., Hughes, C., (2015), Women’s Economic 
Empowerment and Domestic Violence: Links and lessons 
for practitioners working with intersectional approaches, 
Oxfam America.

2112 Murshid, N.S., Richards-Desai. S., and Irish, A., ‘Economic 
empowerment in the context of domestic violence 
and abuse’, in Devaney, J., Bradbury-Jones, C., Macy, 
R.J., Øverlien, C., Holt, S., (eds), (2021), The Routledge 
International Handbook of Domestic Violence and Abuse, 
Routledge.

2113 Ibid.
2114 Bolis, M., Hughes, C., (2015), Women’s Economic 

Empowerment and Domestic Violence: Links and lessons 
for practitioners working with intersectional approaches, 
Oxfam America.

2115 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2116 Ibid.
2117 ECOVIO, (2020), Comparative Research Into European 

Legal Frameworks And Best Practices Proposals For 
Decision-Makers: Report on Gender-based economic 
violence at European level, ECOVIO.

2118 Johnson, L., (2018), Increasing financial empowerment for 
survivors of intimate partner violence, Rutgers University.

2119 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2120 Ibid.
2121 Johnson, L., (2018), Increasing financial empowerment for 

survivors of intimate partner violence, Rutgers University.
2122 Ibid.
2123 Lawrence, S, (2021), Economic Empowerment for 

Survivors of Domestic Violence in Northern Ireland, ARK.
2124 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2125 Johnson, L., (2018), Increasing financial empowerment for 
survivors of intimate partner violence, Rutgers University.

2126 Johnson, L., (2020), ‘Increasing Financial Empowerment 
among Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence: A Growth 
Curve Analysis’, American Journal of Community 
Psychology, 68(1-2): 29-46.

2127 Ibid.
2128 Hetling, A., and Postmus, J.L., (2014), ‘Financial Literacy 

and Economic Empowerment of Survivors of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Examining the Differences Between 
Public Assistance Recipients and Nonrecipients’ Journal of 
Poverty, 18(2): 130-149.

2129 Cardenas, I., Johnson, L., and Postmus, J.L., (2021), 
‘Improving Quality of Life Among Latina Intimate Partner 
Violence Survivors Through Economic Empowerment’, 
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16): NP14564–
NP14587.

2130 Hetling, A., Postmus, J.L., and Kaltz, C., (2016), ‘A 
Randomized Controlled Trial of a Financial Literacy 
Curriculum for Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence’, 
Journal of Family and Economic Issues, 37: 672-685.

2131 Hetling, A., and Postmus, J.L., (2014), ‘Financial Literacy 
and Economic Empowerment of Survivors of Intimate 
Partner Violence: Examining the Differences Between 
Public Assistance Recipients and Nonrecipients’ Journal of 
Poverty, 18(2): 130-149.

2132 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2133 Lin, H., (2021), Female survivors of intimate partner 
violence: financial strain, depression, and financial 
education, Rutgers University.

2134 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

2135 Ibid.
2136 Ibid.
2137 Fitz-Gibbon, K., McGowan, J., Mead, J., (2021), Prevention 

of Financial Abuse Workshop: Workshop Summary 
Report, Monash University.

2138 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 
Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

2139 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S., (2020), Making 
Safety Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-
building issue, FreeFrom.

2140 Johnson, L., (2020), ‘Increasing Financial Empowerment 
among Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence: A Growth 
Curve Analysis’, American Journal of Community 
Psychology, 68(1-2): 29-46.

2141 Ibid.
2142 Launius, E.S., (2021), Domestic Violence Advocates 

Describe the Financial Education Program: A Qualitative 
Descriptive Study, Grand Canyon University.

2143 Johnson, L., (2018), Increasing financial empowerment for 
survivors of intimate partner violence, Rutgers University.

2144 Ibid.
2145 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 

Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange, 
76.

2146 Weissman, D., (2020), ‘In Pursuit of Economic Justice: The 
Political Economy of Domestic Violence Laws and Policies’, 
Utah Law Review, 2020(1): 1-67.



205

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2147 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 
Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

2148 Johnson, L., (2020), ‘Increasing Financial Empowerment 
among Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence: A Growth 
Curve Analysis’, American Journal of Community 
Psychology, 68(1-2): 29-46.

2149 Abramsky, T., Lees, S., Stöckl, H., Harvey, S., Kapinga, 
I., Ranganathan, M., Mshana, G., Kapiga, S., (2019), 
‘Women’s income and risk of intimate partner violence: 
secondary findings from the MAISHA cluster randomised 
trial in North-Western Tanzania’, BMC Public Health, 19:1-
15.

2150 Keith, T., Hyslop, F., Richmond, R., (2022), ‘A Systematic 
Review of Interventions to Reduce Gender-Based Violence 
Among Women and Girls in Sub-Saharan Africa’, Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, DOI: 10.1177/15248380211068136 

2151 Deschênes, S., Dumas, C., Lambert, S., (2020), ‘Household 
resources and individual strategies’, World Development, 
135: 105075.

2152 Ibid. .
2153 Baranov, V., Cameron, L., Contreras Suarez, D., and 

Thibout, C., (2020), ‘Theoretical Underpinnings and 
Meta-analysis of the Effects of Cash Transfers on Intimate 
Partner Violence in Low- and Middle-Income  Countries’, 
The Journal of Development Studies, 57(1): 1-25.

2154 Cepeda, I., Lacalle-Calderon, M., Torralba, M., (2021), 
‘Microfinance and Violence Against Women in Rural 
Guatemala’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 36(3-4): 
1391-1413.

2155 Knight, L., Ranganathan, M., Abramsky, T., Polzer-Ngwato, 
T., Muvhango, L., Molebatsi, M., Stöckl, H., Lees, S., Watts, 
C., (2020), ‘Intervention with Microfinance for AIDS and 
Gender Equity (IMAGE): Women’s Engagement with 
the Scaled-up IMAGE Programme and Experience of 
Intimate Partner Violence in Rural South Africa’, Prevention 
Science, 21: 268-281.

2156 Ibid.
2157 Raj, A., Silverman, J.G., Klugman, J., Saggurti, N., Donta, B., 

Shakya, H.B., (2018), ‘Longitudinal analysis of the impact 
of economic empowerment on risk for intimate partner 
violence among married women in rural Maharashtra, 
India’, Social Science & Medicine, 196: 197-203.

2158 Panda, P.K., (2014), ‘Role of Micro Finance in Reduction of 
Domestic Violence Against Women: An Economic Analysis’, 
Indian Journal of Economics & Business, 13(3): 449-462. 

2159 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2160 Ibid.
2161 Ibid.

2162 Ibid.
2163 Gupta, J., Falb, K.L., Lehmann, H., Kpebo, D., Xuan, Z., 

Hossain, M., Zimmerman, C., Watts, C., Annan, J., (2013), 
‘Gender norms and economic empowerment intervention 
to reduce intimate partner violence against women in 
rural Côte d’Ivoire: a randomized controlled pilot study’, 
BMC International Health and Human Rights, 13(46): 1-12.

2164 Eves, R., Lusby, S., Araia, T., Maen, M., Martin, R., (2018), 
Do No Harm Research: Soloman Islands, Australian 
National University.

2165 Simon, C.A., (2019), The Effect Of Cash-based 
Interventions On Gender Outcomes In Development And 
Humanitarian Settings, UN Women.

2166 Littwin, A., Perova, E., Reynolds, S.A., (2019), ‘A conditional 
cash transfer and Women’s empowerment: Does Bolsa 
Familia Influence intimate partner violence?’, Social 
Science & Medicine, 238: 1-11.

2167 Ibid.
2168 Ibid.
2169 US Aid, (2020), Village Savings And Loan Associations 

And Intimate Partner Violence, United States Agency for 
International Development.

2170 Eves, R., Kouro, G., Simiha, S., Subalik, R., (2018), Do 
No Harm Research: Bougainville, Australian National 
University.

2171 Ibid.
2172 Ibid.
2173 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2174 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S., (2020), Making 
Safety Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-
building issue, FreeFrom.

2175 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2176 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2015), Building effective policies 
and services to promote women’s economic security 
following domestic violence: state of knowledge paper, 
ANROWS.

2177 Doyle, K., Durrence, A.., and Passi, S., (2021), Survivors 
Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during COVID-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom. 

2178 Ibid.
2179 Ibid.
2180 Ibid.
2181 Ibid.
2182 Ibid.



206

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2183 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2184 Ibid.
2185 Ibid.
2186 Ibid.
2187 Ibid.
2188 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 

abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.
2189 Camilleri, O., Corried, T., and Moor, S., (2015), Restoring 

Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

2190 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2016), Domestic violence and 
women’s economic security: building Australia’s capacity 
for prevention and redress - final report, ANROWS.

2191 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2192 Ibid, 66.
2193 Ibid.
2194 Premier of Victoria, (2017), Financial Counsellors 

Supporting Family Violence Victims, Available at: 
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/financial-counsellors-
supporting-family-violence-victims/

2195 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2196 Tonkin, S., (2018), Restoring Financial Safety: collaborating 
on responses to economic abuse, WEstjustice.

2197 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2198 Ibid.
2199 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 

Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

2200 Barron, J., (2012), The Domestic Abuse and Money 
Education Project (DAME): Final Report, Bristol: Women’s 
Aid.

2201 Ibid.
2202 Ibid.
2203 Ibid.
2204 Ibid.
2205 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 

Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

2206 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2207 Ibid.
2208 Unpublished data
2209 Ibid.
2210 Ibid.
2211 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 

responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2212 Ibid.
2213 Ibid, 59.
2214 Ibid.
2215 Adisa, O., (2018), An Evaluation of An Alternative Money 

Advice Service for Survivors of Domestic Abuse, University 
of Suffolk.

2216 Ibid.
2217 Ibid.
2218 Citizens Advice Bureau, (2014), Controlling money, 

controlling lives. Financial abuse in Britain, Citizens Advice 
Bureau. 

2219 Rocket Science, (2020), Supporting Victims and Survivors 
of Economic Abuse to Develop Their Financial Capability, 
Surviving Economic Abuse and Rocket Science.

2220 Ibid.
2221 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 

responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2222 Ibid.
2223 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2224 Ibid.
2225 Breckenridge, J., Singh, S., Lyons, G., Suchting, M., (2021), 

Understanding Economic and Financial Abuse Across 
Cultural Contexts, Sydney: Gendered Violence Research 
Network.

2226 Ibid.
2227 Cameron, S., and Forbes, L., (2021), Debt, Duress And 

Dob-Ins: Centrelink compliance processes and domestic 
violence, Economic Justice Australia. 

2228 Ibid.
2229 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 

women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

2230 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.



207

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2231 Ulmestig, R. and Eriksson, M., (2016), ‘Financial 
consequences of leaving violent men – women survivors 
of domestic violence and the social assistance system in 
Sweden’, European Journal of Social Work, 20(4): 560-571.

2232 Fernando, N., (2018), When’s The Right Time To Talk About 
Money?, Women’s Information and Referral Exchange.

2233 Ibid.
2234 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 

Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan

2235 Howard, M., (2018), Universal Credit and financial abuse: 
exploring the links, Women’s Budget Group.

2236 Griffiths, R., (2020), ‘For better or for worse: does the 
UK means-tested social security system encourage 
partnership dissolution?’, Journal of Poverty and Social 
Justice, 28(1): 79-98. 

2237 Ibid.
2238 Howard, M., (2018), Universal Credit and financial abuse: 

exploring the links, Women’s Budget Group.
2239 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 

Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2240 Howard, M., (2019), Benefits or Barriers: Making social 
security work for survivors of violence and abuse across 
the UK’s four nations, Women’s Budget Group, Surviving 
Economic Abuse and End Violence Against Women 
Coalition.

2241 Ibid.
2242 Sleep, L., (2019), Domestic violence, social security and the 

couple rule, ANROWS.
2243 Ibid.
2244 Ibid.
2245 Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), 

Legal rights and remedies for economic abuse, London: 
Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse.

2246 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2016), Domestic violence and 
women’s economic security: building Australia’s capacity 
for prevention and redress - final report, ANROWS.

2247 Dethier, J., (2007), ‘Social security: What can developing 
countries learn from developed countries?’, 2020 vision 
briefs BB20 Special Edition, International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI).

2248 International Labor Organization, (2021), World Social 
Protection Report 2020–22, Geneva: ILO.

2249 Ibid.
2250 Ibid.
2251 Sharp, N., (2008), ‘What’s Yours Is Mine’: The Different 

Forms of Economic Abuse and its Impact on Women and 
Children Experiencing Domestic Abuse’, London: Refuge.  

2252 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

2253 Branigan, E., (2005), His Money Or Our Money?: Financial 
Abuse of Women in Intimate Partner Relationships, 
Coburg-Brunswick Community Legal and Financial.

2254 Gingerbread and Mumsnet, (2021), Data released today 
from Mumsnet and Gingerbread show stark findings 
on CMS, Available at: https://www.gingerbread.org.
uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-
findings-released/ 

2255 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

2256 In Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

2257 Patrick, R., Cook, K., and McKenzie, H., (2008), ‘Domestic 
Violence and the Exemption from Seeking Child Support: 
Providing Safety or Legitimizing Ongoing Poverty and 
Fear’, Social Policy & Administration, 42(7): 749-767.

2258 Douglas, H., and Nagesh, R., (2021), ‘Domestic and family 
violence, child support and ‘the exemption’’, Journal of 
Family Studies, 27(4): 540-555.

2259 Ibid.
2260 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 

Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

2261 Cook, K., Goodall, Z., Mclaren, J., Edwards, T., (2019), Debts 
and Disappointment: mothers’ experiences of the child 
support system Swinburn University of Technology and 
National Council for Single Mothers and Their Children.

2262 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

2263 Patrick, R., Cook, K., and McKenzie, H., (2008), ‘Domestic 
Violence and the Exemption from Seeking Child Support: 
Providing Safety or Legitimizing Ongoing Poverty and 
Fear’, Social Policy & Administration, 42(7): 749-767.

2264 Natalier, K., (2018), ‘State Facilitated Economic Abuse: A 
Structural Analysis of Men Deliberately Withholding Child 
Support’, Feminist Legal Studies, 26: 121-140.

2265 Royal, K., (2022), ‘‘Coronavirus has been the perfect 
excuse for him to just stop paying’: child maintenance 
and economic abuse in the UK during the COVID-19 
outbreak’, Journal of Gender-Based Violence, 6(2):261-277.

2266 An Guest, F., Marx, D., van den Berg, W., (2021), State of 
South Africa’s Fathers 2021, Sonke Gender Justice.

2267 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2268 Ibid.
2269 Curran, E. and Bonthuys, E., (2005), ‘Customary Law and 

Domestic Violence in Rural South African Communities’, 
South African Journal on Human Rights, 21(4): 607-635.

https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/


208

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2270 Gardsbane, D., Bukuluki, P., Musuya, T., (2022), ‘Help-
Seeking Within the Context of Patriarchy for Domestic 
Violence in Urban Uganda’, Violence Against Women, 
28(1): 232-254.

2271 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2272 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan.

2273 Gingerbread and Mumsnet, (2021), Data released today 
from Mumsnet and Gingerbread show stark findings 
on CMS, Available at: https://www.gingerbread.org.
uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-
findings-released/

2274 Corrie, T., and McGuire, M., (2013), Economic Abuse: 
Searching for Solutions, Good Shepard Australia New 
Zealand, UnitingCare Kildonan.

2275 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 
to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria. 

2276 Ibid.
2277 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 

Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

2278 Ibid.
2279 Ibid. 
2280 Wilkund, M., (2021), The Cashless Society – Possible 

Impacts For Women Experiencing Economic Abuse, 
Malmö University.

2281 Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), 
Legal rights and remedies for economic abuse, London: 
Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse.

2282 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2283 Ibid.
2284 Ibid.
2285 Ibid.
2286 Hing, N., O’Mullan, C., Nuske, E., Breen, H., Mainey, L., 

Taylor, A., Frost, A., Greer, N., Jenkinson, R., (2020), The 
relationship between gambling and intimate partner 
violence against women, ANROWS.

2287 Begum, A., (2014), ‘Dowry in Bangladesh: A Search 
from an International Perspective for an Effective Legal 
Approach to Mitigate Women’s Experiences’, Journal of 
International Women’s Studies, 15(2): 249-267.

2288 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 
‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

2289 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2290 Ibid.
2291 Ibid.
2292 Ibid.
2293 Ibid.
2294 Smallwood, E., (2015), Stepping stones: legal barriers 

to economic equality after family violence, Melbourne: 
Women’s Legal Service Victoria.

2295 UN Women, (2021), Handbook on gender-responsive 
police services for women and girls subject to violence, 
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women and United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime.

2296 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

2297 Chaudhri, R., (2020), ‘Tackling financial abuse with the 
doctrine of undue influence’, Australian Journal of Family 
Law, 33(3):191-212, 209.

2298 Ibid.
2299 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 

Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network

2300 Artz, L., (2004), ‘Better Safe Than Sorry: Magistrates’ 
views on the Domestic Violence Act’, South African Crime 
Quarterly, 7: 1-8.

2301 Ibid.
2302 Ibid.
2303 Ulbrick, M., (2020), ‘A Man’s Home is His Castle. And 

Mine is a Cage’: A Feminist Political Economy Analysis of 
Economic Abuse in Victoria, Monash University.

2304 Camilleri, O., Corried, T., and Moor, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

2305 Ibid.
2306 DeVries, B.E., (2018), ‘Safe-Haven Reopening: Lowering 

the Custody Modification Standard to Reopen an Initial 
Agreement in Cases of Domestic Violence’, Family Court 
Review, 56(4): 679-694.

2307 The Asia Foundation, (2015), Beyond Fragility and 
Inequity: Women’s Experiences of the Economic 
Dimensions of Domestic Violence in Timor-Leste, Dili: The 
Asia Foundation.

2308 Krigel, K. and Benjamin, O., (2021), ‘From Physical Violence 
to Intensified Economic Abuse: Transitions Between the 
Types of IPV Over Survivors’ Life Courses’, Violence Against 
Women, 27(9): 1211-1231.

https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/
https://www.gingerbread.org.uk/what-we-do/news/mumsnet-gingerbread-survey-findings-released/


209

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2309 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2310 UNODC, (2019), Handbook for the Judiciary on Effective 
Criminal Justice Responses to Gender-based Violence 
against Women and Girls, United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime.

2311 Anitha, S., Roy, A., and Yaalmarty, H., (2016), Disposable 
women: abuse, violence and abandonment in 
transnational marriages: issues for policy and practice in 
the UK and India, Lincoln: University of Lincoln.

2312 Ibid.
2313 Patel, P., Handa, R., Anitha, S., Jahagir, S., (2016), 

‘Emerging issues for international family law. Part 3: 
transnational marriage abandonment and the dowry 
question’, Family Law Journal, 46(12): 1443-1449.

2314 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

2315 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2316 Ibid.
2317 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 

New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand, 23.

2318 Douglas, H., (2020), ‘Family violence, lawyers and debt’, 
Australian Journal of Family Law, 33(3): 264-281.

2319 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2320 Vogels, C., and Scott, A., (2021), ‘Becoming Unstuck: 
The Emotional Challenges of Researching Women’s  
Experiences of Intimate Financial Violence’, Women’s 
Studies, 50(5): 498-515.

2321 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

2322 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2323 Rights of Women, (2021), Victory for survivors of domestic 
abuse as legal aid win comes into force, Available at: 
https://rightsofwomen.org.uk/news/victory-for-survivors-
of-domestic-abuse-as-legal-aid-win-comes-into-force/ 

2324 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2325 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2016), Domestic violence and 
women’s economic security: building Australia’s capacity 
for prevention and redress - final report, ANROWS.

2326 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), Denied Justice: how the 
legal aid means test prevents victims of domestic abuse 
from accessing justice and rebuilding their lives (England 
and Wales), London: Surviving Economic Abuse.

2327 Ibid.
2328 MacDonald, F., (2012), Spotlight on Economic Abuse: a 

Literature and Policy Review, Good Shepard Youth & 
Family Service and Kildonan Uniting Care.

2329 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2330 Zagorski, B., (2021), ‘Taking the Hit: Despite IRS Attempts, 
Domestic Abuse Victims Cannot Get Innocent Spouse 
Protection When their Partner’s Commit Tax Fraud’, Family 
Court Review, 59(3): 612-625. 

2331 Ibid. 
2332 Breckenridge, J., (2020), Understanding Economic and 

Financial Abuse in Intimate Partner Relationships, Sydney: 
Gendered Violence Research Network

2333 Ibid.
2334 Littwin, A., (2012), ‘Coerced Debt: The Role of Consumer 

Credit in Domestic Violence’, California Law Review, 
100(4): 951-1026.

2335 Ibid.
2336 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 

promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2337 Camilleri, O., Corried, T., and Moor, S., (2015), Restoring 
Financial Safety: Legal Responses to Economic Abuse, 
Good Shepard Australia New Zealand, Wyndham Legal 
Service Inc.

2338 Ibid.
2339 Ibid.
2340 Ibid.
2341 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 

responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2342 Ibid.
2343 Ibid.
2344 Ibid.
2345 Plunkett, L.A., and Sussman, E.A., (2011), Consumer rights 

screening tool for domestic violence advocates and 
lawyers, Center for Survivor Agency and Justice.

2346 Ibid.
2347 Office of the Manhattan Borough President, (2012), 

Economic Abuse: The Untold Cost of Domestic Violence, 
Manhattan: Office of the Manhattan Borough President.

https://rightsofwomen.org.uk/news/victory-for-survivors-of-domestic-abuse-as-legal-aid-win-comes-into-force/
https://rightsofwomen.org.uk/news/victory-for-survivors-of-domestic-abuse-as-legal-aid-win-comes-into-force/


210

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2348 Ibid.
2349 Women’s Spirit, (2020), Effectiveness Evaluation Report, 

Tel-Aviv, Women’s Spirit.
2350 Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), 

Legal rights and remedies for economic abuse, London: 
Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse.

2351 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2352 Ibid.
2353 Ibid.
2354 Cities Alliance, (2021), Housing as a Means to Fight 

Violence Against Women, Available at: https://www.
citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-
means-fight-violence-against-women 

2355 Ibid. 
2356 Ludermir, R., (2020), Gender Violence Eviction in 

Brazil shows how housing insecurity helps domestic 
violence to persist, Available at: https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/
latamcaribbean/2020/03/08/gender-violence-eviction-
in-brazil-shows-how-housing-insecurity-helps-domestic-
violence-to-persist/ 

2357 Braaf, R. and Barret Meyering, I., (2011), Seeking security: 
promoting women’s economic wellbeing following 
domestic violence, Australian Domestic and Family 
Violence Clearinghouse.

2358  Orr, S., (2019), The Whole Housing Approach: Economic 
Abuse, Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance.

2359 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2360 Cities Alliance, (2021), Housing as a Means to Fight 
Violence Against Women, Available at: https://www.
citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-
means-fight-violence-against-women

2361 Ibid.
2362 Cortis, N., and Bullen, J., (2015),  Building effective policies 

and services to promote women’s
economic security following domestic violence: State of 

knowledge paper, ANROWS.
2363 Ibid.
2364 Ibid.
2365 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 

abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.
2366 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 

Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid.

2367 Hastings, A., Mackenzie, M., Earley, A., (2021), Domestic 
Abuse and Housing. Connections and Disconnections in 
the pre-Covid-19 policy world, UK Collaborative Centre 
for Housing Evidence.

2368 Orr, S., (2019), The Whole Housing Approach: Economic 
Abuse, Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance.

2369 Ibid.
2370 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 

Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

2371 Swanberg, J.E. and Macke, C., (2006), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and the Workplace: Consequences and 
Disclosure’, Affilia, 21(4): 391-406.

2372 Pachner, T.M., Showalter, K., Maffett, P., (2021), ‘The 
Effects of Workplace Support on Workplace Disruptions: 
Differences Between White and Black Survivors of 
Intimate Partner Violence’, Violence Against Women, 
10.1177/10778012211060858 

2373 Insurance Council of Australia, (2021), Guide to helping 
customers affected by family violence. To support the 
Insurance Council of Australia’s Gender Insurance Code 
of Practice, Insurance Council of Australia.

2374 Essential Services Commission, (2019), Better practice in 
responding to family violence. Exploring ways energy and 
water retailers can provide family violence assistance that 
is safe and effective, Essential Services Commission.

2375 MacGregor, J.C.D., Naeemzadah, N., Oliver, C.L., Javan, 
T., MacQuarrie, B.J.,, Wathen, C.N., (2022), ‘Women’s 
Experiences of the Intersections of Work and Intimate 
Partner Violence: A Review of Qualitative Research’, 
Trauma, Violence & Abuse, 23(1): 224-240.

2376 Davidge, S. and Magnusson, L., (2019), The Domestic 
Abuse Report 2019: The Economics of Abuse, Bristol: 
Women’s Aid. 

2377 Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), 
Legal rights and remedies for economic abuse, London: 
Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse.

2378 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 
New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand.

2379 Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse, (2022), 
Legal rights and remedies for economic abuse, London: 
Hogan Lovells and Surviving Economic Abuse.

2380 Ibid.
2381 Ibid.
2382 Doyle, K., Durrence, A., and Passi, S., (2020), Survivors 

Know Best: How to Disrupt Intimate Partner Violence 
during Covid-19 and Beyond, FreeFrom.

2383 Giesbrecht, C.J., (2022), ‘The Impact of Intimate Partner 
Violence in the Workplace: Results of a Saskatchewan 
Survey’, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 27(3-4): 1960-
1973.

2384 Swanberg, J.E. and Macke, C., (2006), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and the Workplace: Consequences and 
Disclosure’, Affilia, 21(4): 391-406.

2385 Hess, C. and Del Rosario, A., (2018), Dreams Deferred: 
A Survey on the Impact of Intimate Partner Violence on 

https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2020/03/08/gender-violence-eviction-in-brazil-shows-how-housing-insecurity-helps-domestic-violence-to-persist/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2020/03/08/gender-violence-eviction-in-brazil-shows-how-housing-insecurity-helps-domestic-violence-to-persist/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2020/03/08/gender-violence-eviction-in-brazil-shows-how-housing-insecurity-helps-domestic-violence-to-persist/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2020/03/08/gender-violence-eviction-in-brazil-shows-how-housing-insecurity-helps-domestic-violence-to-persist/
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/spotlight/housing-means-fight-violence-against-women


211

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

Survivors’ Education, Careers, and Economic Security, 
Institute for Women’s Policy Research.

2386 Voth Schrag, R.J., and Edmond., T., (2017), ‘School 
Sabotage as a Form of Intimate Partner Violence: 
Provider Perspectives’, Affilia, 32(2):171-187. 

2387 Swanberg, J.E. and Macke, C., (2006), ‘Intimate Partner 
Violence and the Workplace: Consequences and 
Disclosure’, Affilia, 21(4): 391-406.

2388 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2021), The Cost of Covid-19: 
Economic abuse throughout the pandemic, London: 
Surviving Economic Abuse.

2389 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2390 Durrence, A., Doyle, K., and Passi, S. (2020), Making Safety 
Affordable: intimate partner violence is an asset-building 
issue, FreeFrom and Asset Funders Network.

2391 Correia, A., (2016), ‘Strategies to Expand Battered 
Women’s Economic Opportunities’, Building 
Comprehensive Solutions to Domestic Violence: 
Publication 9, National Resource Center on Domestic 
Violence.

2392 Glenn, R., (2021), 2019 Churchill Fellowship to study service 
responses to women experiencing or escaping domestic 
financial abuse USA, Canada, UK, Winston Churchill 
Memorial Trust.

2393 6 Moments That Matter and the PEOPLE Framework 
are the intellectual property of Jane Portas and are 
reproduced in this bibliography with written consent.  
Further details about 6 Moments That Matter and the 
PEOPLE Framework, copyright and use terms, may be 
found at 6momentsthatmatter.com.

2394 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: 6 Moments That Matter and Surviving Economic 
Abuse, Copyright © 2021. Available from: https://
www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material 

2395 6 Moments That Matter and the PEOPLE Framework 
are the intellectual property of Jane Portas and are 
reproduced in this bibliography with written consent.  
Further details about 6 Moments That Matter and the 
PEOPLE Framework, copyright and use terms, may be 
found at 6momentsthatmatter.com.

2396 Portas, J., and Sharp-Jeffs, N., (2021), The Economic Abuse 
Threat Facing Girls & Women in the UK: 6 Moments that 
Matter in the Lives of Female Survivors. A Person-Led 
Approach for Empowering & Supporting Employees, 
London: 6 Moments That Matter and Surviving Economic 
Abuse, Copyright © 2021. Available from: https://
www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material

2397 Ibid.

2398 https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/
2399 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 

New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand

2400 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2401 Surviving Economic Abuse, (2020), Recognising and 
responding to the scale of coerced debt: Final evaluation 
of the Economic Justice Project, London: Surviving 
Economic Abuse.

2402 Ibid.
2403 Bourova, E., Ramsay, I., Ali, P., (2019), ‘Limitations of 

Australia’s Legal Hardship Protections for Women with 
Debt Problems Caused by Economic Abuse’, UNSW Law 
Journal, 42(4): 1146-1178.

2404 Hageman, S.A., and St George, D.M.M. (2018), ‘Social 
Workers, Intimate Partner Violence (IPV), and Client 
Financial Concerns’, Journal of Social Service Research, 
44(3):391-399.

2405 Seith, C., (2001), ‘Security Matters: Domestic Violence and 
Public Social Services’, Violence Against Women, 7(7): 799-
820.

2406 Ibid.
2407 Coutts, L.M, (2017), Lifting up the issue: exploring social 

work responses to economic abuse as a form of intimate 
partner violence in Sweden, University of Stavanger.

2408 Ibid.
2409 Ibid.
2410 Ibid.
2411 Durduran, Y., Okaa, B., Karaoğlu, N., Yildirim Öztürk, E.N., 

(2021), ‘Domestic Violence Against Women: The Views 
and Practices of Medical Faculty Nurses’, Ordu University 
Journal of Nursing Studies, 4(1): 56-63.

2412 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

2413 Halliwell, G., Dheensa, S., Fenu, E., Jones, S.K., Asato, 
J., Jacob, S., and Feder, G., (2019), ‘Cry for health: a 
quantitative evaluation of a hospital-based advocacy 
intervention for domestic violence and abuse’, BMC 
Health Services Research, 19: 718.

2414 Cameron, P., (2014), Relationship problems and money: 
women talk about financial abuse, Women’s Information 
and Referral Exchange.

2415 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 
abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.

2416 Ibid.
2417 Ibid.
2418 Ibid.
2419 Ibid.
2420 Ibid.

https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material
https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material
https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material
https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/published-material
https://www.6momentsthatmatter.com/


212

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

2421 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 
Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

2422 Ibid.
2423 Ibid.
2424 Bond, C., and Ulbrick, M., (2020), Responding to financial 

abuse: final report, Economic Abuse Reference Group.
2425 Abela, D., and Blustein, S., (2021), Restoring Financial 

Safety: The Transforming Financial Security Project, 
WEstjustice and McAuley Community Services for 
Women.

2426 Ibid.
2427 Ibid.
2428 Ibid.
2429 Ibid.
2430 Ibid.
2431 Milne, S., Murray, S., Gulliver, P., (2018), Economic abuse in 

New Zealand: towards an understanding and response, 
Good Shepherd Australia New Zealand.



213

Economic abuse - A global  perspect ive

 
 
Get involved 

If you would like to get involved in our work: 

Contact us: 
info@survivingeconomicabuse.org 

Follow us on Twitter: 
@SEAresource 

Learn more about economic abuse at
www.survivingeconomicabuse.org 

Access useful resources at 
www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/i-need-help/  

Join our international network: 
www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/international-network/  

Raise funds or donate to us: 
www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/donate/  

Registered charity number 1173256

Surviving Economic Abuse (SEA) is the  
only UK charity dedicated to raising 
awareness of economic abuse and 
transforming responses to it. We work  
day in, day out to ensure that women  
are supported not only to survive,  
but also to thrive.

mailto:info%40survivingeconomicabuse.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/SEAresource
https://survivingeconomicabuse.org
http://www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/i-need-help/
http://www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/international-network/
http://www.survivingeconomicabuse.org/donate/
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